91 Bce ellle XOPOIIIO IIOMHHJIA BHEIITHUH BU 0COOHSIKA CeMbH XeCCeH, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO yXKe
MOBOJILHO HOJITO 3[eCh He OblyIa. B moxoxkeM Ha 1aOMPUHT cafie, Yepe3 KOTOPHIH S IMPOIIlIa K IOMY,
BCe ele OBIIO 0YeHb TPYOHO OPUEHTUPOBATLCS, a MMapafHas JBepPb, KOTopas Oblyla HAMHOTO O0JIbIIIe U
BEIYypHEE, YeM [IBePHU B IPYTHUX apUCTOKPATHYECKUX JOMaX, BHITTISIMIeNIa BCe TaKOU JKe TPOMO3MIKOH,
YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, BOT-BOT Pa3aBUT MEHS.

MeHs Bcerfa mopaBisiiia 3felIHss o0cTaHoBKa. K ToMy Xe, s Bce BpeMs [I0KHa Obljla CIIeOUTh 3a
c00011, 4TOOBI B IPUCYTCTBUY YJIEHOB CeMbU MUXass BRITISAAETh MUJION U MOCHyIIHOU. Ho Temeph
BCE HAKOTMBILUECS Y3JIBl B MO€H OyIlle TIOCTETeHHO Havyalk PAacIyTHBATLCS.

Ia, Bce 9T0 OBIIO ITOX0XKE Ha JeCTPYKTUBHYIO UTPY [JIS CHATHUS CTPecca.
— Yo THI pemnaews? C yma comuia?!

BHe3anHO pa3gaBiuiics rojioc MaTepu Muxasins npo3Bydas 4OBOJIBHO 'POMKO, HO BCE PaBHO He
IOCTUT MOMX YIIIed, TIOTOMY 4YTO B MOe€ii TojioBe He OBIJI0O MecTa HU4eMy, KpoMe T'HeBa.

"3mecs OOJIBIIEe HEe OCTAJIOCh HUYEro CTOSAIero”.
C 3TO# MBICTIBIO 5T PACTOIITajIa OCTATKK Ba3kl, KOTOPYIO TOIBKO 4TO Opocuiia u pa3bua.
— IIxyOenmuan! — OKJIMKHYJI MEHS APOKaIIUi TOJI0C.

OcTaBUB Janeko mo3aau jeau XecceH, g MOoCHelnia IIpsiMO B rap;:[ep06Hon, KOTOpasda pacliojiarajiaChb
Ha BTOPOM 3TaxKe.

— Jlegu ®noiien?

['opHUYHBEIE MEHS Y3HANIM U MOMBITATUCh OCTAHOBUTH, HO 5T OTTOJIKHYJIA UX B CTOPOHY U OTKpPHIIa
mKad.

"Harmma".

9T0 OBLN AparoleHHbIN apd U3 Mexa cepeOpHUCTOM MUCH], KOTOPHIY S KOTAa-TO KyIuia, IOTOMY 4TO
nenu XecceH YIIOMSIHYJIAa B pa3rOBOPe, YTO 0YeHb X0Tella Obl ero UMeTh.

"Urto OBl MHE C HUM CcHenaTs?"

4 ocMoTpenach BOKPYT, U Ha MOeM JIuIle paciiBesia ynbioka. [ToBe3no! Henmoganeky oueHb
CBOEBPEMEHHO HAIIJIUCh MOPTHOBCKUE HOKHUIIHI!

— Jle-nenu ®moiiex!

TopHUYHEBIE TTOMBITAIUCE ITOMEIaTh MHE, HO He TYT-TO OBIIIO.

— JlepXuTech mopanblile, €CJIM He XOTUTE IIONACTh IIOf TOPIYYI0 PYKY.
BcTpeTuBLInch CO MHOM B3TISIOM, OHYU MOCIIEITHO OTCTYIIUIN Ha3af.

Bckope B KOMHaTe Hayalo pa3fgaBaThCs lIeKaHbe HOXKHMUI] U IIypIIaHbe MeXa.

['opHUYHBEIE UCITYTAaHHO HAOMIOOAIU 38 MOUMHU OENUCTBUSIME, HO MHE 3TOT0 OBIIIO Majo. 1 gocTaBana
13 mKada B CIy4aiHOM IOPSAKe CYMOYKH, IIJISIIEL ¥ TPOYHeE Bellld, KOTOPBIe KOTa-TO MOKYyIasa At
nequ XecceH. Bce 3T0 51 ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM YHUYTOXKAJIA C TIOMOIIBIO OOJTBIITNX HOXKHHUIIL.



Yuk-uymkK.

ITo Mepe TOro, Kak KOMHaTa 3aIl0OJIHAJIaCh O6pe3KaMI/I TKaHH, g YOOBJIETBOPsAIIA CBOIO TATY K
Pa3pyLIIeHuIo 1 B IIpoImecCe 3TOr0 9YyBCTBOBAJIa cebs Bce JIy4dIle U JIy4dIIe.

"Tak, KaxeTcsl, MHe yIanoch n30aBUTHCS OT BCETO HAKOIJIEHHOTO cTpecca'.

B 3T0 Bpems s ycrnbliiana mo3afu ce0s UCTOUIHEINA KPUK.

— 3! YTo THI TBOPHUIIIB!

[ToBepHYB roNIOBY, 51 YBULENa 1epen coboit 61enHoe MU0 jgenu XecceH.

— 41 e roBopuia BaM, 4YTO coOMpalock yopaTh BCe, UTO KOTHA-TO ITOKyIasa OJis Bac.
— Kro nmo3BonuT Tebe 3T0 cuenath? Th nmuiuaach pasyMa? CoBceM colia ¢ yma?

He o6pa1_uaﬂ BHUMAHUSA Ha pa3falolixecd U3 €€ ropjla IPOH3UTEJIbHbEIE KPUKH, 1 Pa3pe3ajia
HOXHUIAMH CYMOYKY U3 LIKYPEHI JiIeoIlapaa.

Torpa negu XeCcCeH OKOHYATEIIBHO MPUILIIA B SPOCTh U BOCKIUKHYIIA:

— Yrto BH cTOUTE cioXkKa pyku? [Touemy He ocTaHOBUTE ee?!

YcnrlliaB ee IpuKa3, TOPHUYHBIE YCTABUIMCh Ha MeHS. MeX[y TeM, S KpHUBO YIIbIOHYIIach.
"UTO K, TOJILKO IOMPOOYHTe CIBUHYTHCS C MecTa".

OOBIYHO 5T HE YYBCTBOBaJIa HEOOXOIUMOCTH CEePOUTHCS Ha JTI0fIel, KOTOPhIe HUXKe MEHS 110
TI0JIOKEHUIO. B mocemHee BpeMst s Kujla OYeHb TUX0 ¥ CIIOKOHMHO, HO 9TO HE 3HAYUJIIO, YTO MOSI
TUPaHUYECKasi CTOPOHA XapaKTepa OeccliemHo ucye3sna.

— Ila, MOXKeTe IOMBITaThCSA OCTAHOBUTL MEHS, €CITN TaK YBEDEHEI B ce6e, 1 BaC He IMyraioT
IOCJIeJCTBUI.

4 Bupena, 4TO TOPHUYHBEIE HEMAJIO YCTPAIIAIIMCh MOETO TPOMOTJIACHOTO TIPeAyIpexkIeH!s, KOTOpoe
g cHenana, MoTpscas HOXKHULIaMU. YeCTHO TOBOPS, HE yMalo, UYTO OHU OCMEJISITCS ChellaTh KO MHe
XOT$ OFI II1aT.

HaBepHsika OHU PEIIMIH, YTO I OKOHYATEIbHO 00e3yMerna.

HOCKOJ’IBKy CIIy2KaHKHU H€ peIIanncChb MIOOOUTH KO MHE U JEeP2KaJInCh Ha PaCCTOSAHUH, X035MKa He
BEIJEPZKaJla U 3aKpu4aja:

— Mo-mou Bemu! YTo TH fenaems? XBaTut! [Ipekparu!

¢ cHOBa ynBEIOHYIACh, YCTABUBIIKCH Ha JIeOW XeCCEH C CaMbIM [IPYKeTI0OHBIM BULOM.
— He GecmnokoiiTecs. fd mpocTo u30aBIsgoCh OT TOT'0, YTO KYIIKJIA BaM IIpexe.

— Yrt0? O yeM THl TOBOPHIIb... — IIPOU3HECTIA OHA C OJIeOHEIM U MTOTPSICEHHBIM JIUIIOM.
B 9TOT MOMEHT KOe-KTO MOMOIIEe]T KO MHE OBLICTPHIM CEPOUTHIM IIaroM.

— Ixy06enuan! YTo TH 30€Ch BHITBOPSIEIID?



— XKusenn!

910 OBlNa cCeMHaAIaTUIETHISA cecTpa Muxaasns, y KOTOpOU ObLIO MUJIOE TMYUKO, HO HE CITUIIKOM
XOPOIIU XapakKTep.

[Tpu ee MogBIEHUN JIULIO €AW XeCCEH MPOCHUSIIO, a 5 eJie yaepKaiach 0T cMexa.
"O, HaKOHEeII-TO CIofa IBUIacCh II00MMHUIla BCel ceMbU XecceH".
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— 2XKwuserns, maBau, 0CTaHOBH ee!

XoTst MaTh TOpomHia ee, 2Kusesb mpomonxkasa KoaedaThCs.

"Ona Xke He cyMacuiefmas, ga?"

C xakoi CTOPOHEI HU ITOCMOTPH, a BU] H}KYGGHI/IBH, KOTOPasdA CBEPKasd CBOMMHU T'OJ'IY6BIMI/I ri1a3aMu
SAPOCTHO KPOMCaJla Belly, ABHO He BHITJTIAAEIJI HOPMAJIbHBIM. Ho XKwusenb 6bICTpO OIIOMHMHJIACE.

"Yero 3mech 60aThCI? ITO XKe [IxKybenuan".

2Ku3enb NOHSTUS HEe UMeJIa, ToueMy 1po JIxXKy6GemuaH XOOUIU OyPHbEIE CIIyXH, Belb OHa BCETMa Beja
ce0sI CKPOMHO ¥ TIOCJTYIIIHO, KaK MOCTIeTHsS AyPOYKa.

<2Kusens, mpocTu MeHs. f 3Ha0, YTO BUHOBATA, HO, IT0XKaIyliCTa, HE pacCKa3kiBail 00 3TOM
Muxaso.>

IxxyOenuaH Bcerma Obla TakoM TUX0M U poOKoM. 2Kr3enlb 4acTo pe3upalia ee 3a U3IHUIIHIO0
IIOKJIafACTOCTb.

— IIxy0OenuaH, npekpaTtu! Kak Tel gyMaels, 4To mopgyMaeT o Tebe Mo 6pat?!

Kak Bcerma B TaKMX CITy4asix, CTOMJIO e YIIOMSIHYTh 0 Muxasse, Kak [[xXybemuaH 3aMepiia ¥ Hadaia
K0Jie0aThCA.

2Ku3enb MBICJIEHHO YCMEXHYach.
"OHa Bcerga Takas riymas. [Toyaraio, 3To MOTOMY, YTO OHa BEIpociia 6e3 MaTepu".

[Toka 2Ku3zenb BCIOMUHAJIA 3T CJI0Ba, KOTOPBIE OHa OJHAXK[bI YCIIbIIaa OT CBOeU MaTepH,
IIxxyOenmuaH BHE3AITHO PacX0X0oTanach.

— Il... Xa-xa-xa...
2Kv3enb IOTPSICEHHO 3aCThUIa M yCTaBUach Ha [Ixky0enuaH, KOTopas cMesiach Kak HeHOpMaJsbHas.
"4r0... uTo? [Touemy oHa cmeeTca?"

[Toka 2Kusens MBITaNach IpuiTH B ce6s1, [IKyOenuaH IPUCTalbHO TOCMOTpETIa Ha Hee U IepecTana
CMESIThCS.

— Tl cKa3ana TaKyIO I'JIYIIOCTh, YTO MHE€ JaXKe He X04YETCA Tebe OTBeYaTh.

Ycneimas cioBa H}KYGGHI/IBH, Ku3zenb Ha MTHOBEHHUE pacTepsiiace.



Ho Bckope OHa OIIOMHMIIACh U 3afipoxKaja OT Herof0OBaHuUs.
"OHa TOJIBKO YTO 3asBUJIa, YTO S TOBOPIO IIyIOCTU?"

Ecnu He cuuTtath repiora ®noviena, 2Kusens, Miapias 10Yb MapKu3a XecceH, 00JbIlle HUKOTO He
6osinack B cBoeil Ku3HU. KOHEYHO XKe, B 001[eCTBEHHOM MepapXuu CyLeCTBOBAIN U APYTHUE JIIONHU,
KOTOpPHIE CTOSITU BHIIIE Hee — HaAMpUMep, uMmeparpulia unu [xyoenuas. Ho 4meHE ©UMIIEpPaTOPCKOM
ceMb¥ OBINTM Haneko, a [IxkyOemuaH Bcerga CKIOHSIACh nepen 2Ku3seb.

BoT moueMy oHa cuuTasa, 4TO HU B 4eM He ycTymnaeT [[xxybenuan. HeT, oHa maxe cyuTasa, 4To BO
BCEM IIPEBOCXOOUT ee. BoT moyeMy 3Ta He3pesasi feBYOHKaA IocunTana ce0s BIpaBe MOAHSATh PYKY
Ha [IxxybOenuaH.

— Kak Tel cMeelllb Ha3blBaTh MEHS TTyTOou!
Ho [Ixxy6enuaH He II03BONIKTIA €# yIapuTh cebs 10 Nully.
— Yto0? OTIyCcTH MOIO PYKY!

Pyka, KOTopasi CXBaTHIIa ee 3allsCThe OKa3ajlach HAMHOTO CUIbHEee, 4YeM OHa oxXupana. 2Kusemb
CMYIIEHHO yCTaBUIaCh Ha [[KyOenunaH.

— Otnycru.

U B aTOT MOMeHT [I:KyOenuaH OTIIyCTUIa ee PyKy.

IIO o '? '[_I '?II
Ha [IeMCTBUTENIBHO coIlyia ¢ ymMa? YTo OHa [enaeT?

[Tpexkme, ueM 2Ku3esnb ycIesia OMIOMHUTHCS, ee IIeKy 000KTia Krydas 601b. 2K13esb BIIepBHIE B
JKW3HU UCIbITala HeuTo momo6Hoe. OHa C OTOPOIBIO YCTaBUIACh Ha [IxKyOenraH, He B CUIaX
TIOBEPUTH B ITPOU3OIIEIIee. XOMOMHbINA B3I [IKyOemuaH moKa3acs e 04eHb CTPAHHBIM.

— BmemmBaThCs B fiela [oYepy repliora He 110 CTaTyCy J0Yepy MapKu3a.

9TOT BEICOKOMEPHEIYM, HO B TO K€ CaMO€e BpeMS MpayHbIU Ir'0JI0C 3acTaBuil 2K1u3ejib yCOMHUTLCS B TOM,
YyTO Tepeq He cTouT [IxKybenuaH.

"MHe cTpaIHo".

BrepBhie IepexkuB Takoe YHUKEHUE, ITepeloHsieMast aMousamMu 2Kr3enb pa3pa3uiach Clie3aMu.
Habmioast 3a IOTaCOBKOM MeXMy CBOeW mouephio u [kybenuaH, 1equ XecCceH 3acKpuresa 3y0aMu 1
THEBHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— [Ixy0enuaH, HeyXKeJXd Thl HAPOYHO IIPUTBOPHUIACH, YTO XOUelllb ITpreXaTh Ciofla, YTOOH YCTPOUTh
MHE HEMPUSITHOCTHU?

YcnrimaB cimoBa nenu XecceH, [IxXKy6ennraH 0CIeNUTeNbHO YIbIOHYIach M OTBETHUIA:
— OTO BEpHO, HO Be[b Bl II€PBOY CIIPOBOLIUPOBAJIUA MEHS.

)%k

Jlegu XecceH ¢ HeOoyMeHHeM CIIPOCHUJia:



— Yt0? O yem ThI roBOPUIL?! KakuM 00pa3oM s TeOst CIIpoBOIIMpOBaia?

[Tocrne aToro 51 06bsICHKTIA TPUYMHY, KOTOpas IIpHBeia MeHs K 3TOH SIpOCTHOM Gophoe.
— BrI mepBo# MOJHSIN PYKY Ha MOETo YejioBeKa.

B oTBeT ntequ XecceH HaXMypuiach U IIPOU3HECTIA:

— Korpga 270 s mogHMMasa pyKy Ha TBOero dejioBeka? f Hukorga 01u3Ko He 06Ianachk HU C KeM U3
TBOUX JPYy3€u.

Kak TOnbKO OHA 9TO CKa3asa, s Opocuia B3TJISM Ha TOPHUYHBIX CeMbH X€CCeH, KOTOPHIE CTOJIUIIUCE
BOKPYT ¥ CMOTPEJIH Ha Hac.

— Thl... He MOXKeT OBITh... TH XOUellb CKa3aTh, 3TO BCE U3-3a TOTO, YTO S yOapUiIa CIIyKaHKY?

¢l 0TYETNIMBO YyCIIbIIIAIA Pa3fpakeHue B ee rojioce. JTa KeHIIWHA BooO1Ile He CYUTalla IPUCIYTY 3a
mogen. 1719 Hee XKUBOM Y€I0BEK 3HAYNWI HAMHOTI'O MEHBIIE, YeM UCIIOPUYEHHBEIE MHOH BEIITH.

— Xa, kako# abcypn! Tel mogHsAIa TaKOM HEJIEIbIN ITyM TOJIBKO M3-3a TOT'0, YTO g IMOAHSJIA PYKY Ha
TOPHUYHYIO?

YcnnimaB ee, ST MBICJIEHHO YCMeXHYJack. [axke ecyu s Oblyla Y2KaCHBIM YeJI0BEKOM U JKHJIa IIyCTON
JKW3HBIO, BCE PABHO S BCETHa 0CO3HaBalIa, YTO IMMPUCITyTa — 3TO TOXKe Jionu. [OpHUYHbIEe 3a60THIINCh
000 MHEe C caMOr'0 IeTCTBa.

He poxpasiuce 0T MeHs 0TBeTa, Jlenu XecceH pelnua, YTO g UCIyrajach U chaaja IO3ULUM.
— IIxy0Oenuan, 4To OBLI0, TO mpoIuio. aBai 3abymem 00 3TOM, — TBEPO IIPOU3HECTIA OHA.

Ecnu O8I 51 yCTIBIIIIaia TaKue CJI0Ba YyTh paHblle, MeHs Obl OHU faxke mopagoBanu. Ho Temneps OBLI0
CJIMILIKOM IIO3THO.

HI/IKOMY He 1101 CHUJIY U3SMEHUTE Y2Ke COBEPIIEHHBIE ITOCTYIIKH.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa nenu XeCcCeH MomHsIIa PYKY Ha MO€T0 4eJIOBEKad ¥ Ha4aJla 3JIOYMBIIIIIATh
IIPOTHUB MEHs, OHa y2K€ CTaJla MOUM BparoM.

— Ecnu BBl CHa4asla U3BUHUTECH mepen MO€eM FOpHH‘-IHOfI, s coTJIacHa 00 9TOM ImogyMaTh.

IomxHO OBITH, MOM UCKPEHHUE CJI0OBA ITOKA3a/IMCh €l OCKOPOUTEIbHEIMHU, IIOCKOJIBKY OHA CPa3y ke
3abunach B UCTEPUKE.

— 410 3a Yylib ThI Hecemb? Kak TH MOXKeIlb TaK pa3roBapuBaThk CO MHOI? HeCMOTpH Ha BC€ TBOHU
HeOOCTaTKH, 51 HaxKe IIOOYMEBIBAJIA B3ATh TeOsI B HEBECTKH...

OGOpBaB neny XecceH Ha II0JIyCJIOBE, 4 HaCMEUIJINBO BOCKJIMKHYIJIA:

— KT0 MOT 0XMaaTh, YTO Bl TOTOBEI B3ITh B HEBECTKU XyJIATAaHKY BpOoaoe MEH. Kak BEI CMOXKeTE
CIIPDABUTHCA CO MHOM, €CJIH 5 TaKas IMajabHasa?

— TrI moxajseerIrs 00 3TOM.

Jlemu XecceH 3ampoxkara oT THeBa. CKopee BCETo, OHa Pelliuia, YTO Hajbllle Pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOR



6ecrione3Ho. Ee 3amMeuaHue BRI3BAJIO YIILIOKY Y MEHS Ha JTUIIE.

— {I coxaier TOIBKO O TOM, YTO He JOPOXKKIa COO0M U CBOeH XKU3HbBIO, II0KA 0CTaBasiach C TeM
MYyKYUHOMU.

— Yto? TeM Myxk4uHOU? O KOM THl TOBOPHUILb.

HomxHOo ObITH, Tenu XeCcCeH CUJIbHO Iopa3uiack ToMy (akTy, 4To 5 Ha3Bajla ee OparoleHHOTO ChHa
"TeM MyK4YHUHOU", IOCKOJIbKY OHA BEIPDOHUJIA U3 PYK CBOI CYMOYKY.

"MoxkeT MHe 3a0paTh U3 HEe MEeHbI'd B KaUeCTBE MOPAJIbHOW KOMITeHCcaIuu?"

Cymouka, KOTOpas JieTesla IpsiMo KO MHe, BHE3AIIHO CMEHUJIa CBOI0 TPAaeKTOPHIO.

"A? Kak 5TO OHa TaK BHe3allHO CMeHHUJIa HallpaBleHue moneTa?"

MHe noKa3ajaoch 3TO CTPAHHBIM, ITI03TOMY S HAXMYypPHUJIaCh U OCMOTpPEJIach 10 CTOPOHAaM.
"XM, KaxXkeTCsd, OTKPHITO OKHO".

MoxeT, IOOOUTH U BEITJIAHYTH B Hero? [Toka s pa3MBIIIAIa Had TeM, KaK MHE IIOCTYIINTh, CHOBa
TIOCJIBIIIAJICS TOJI0OC efu XeCCeH.

— 9 mo3abouych 0 TOM, YTOOHBI THI 3allJIaTHIIa 3a BCe, UTO CcHenala ceromgs, [Ixybenuan Jnou
®mnoiien!

qa CpPa3y XKe pacCcMmesiach. HOHa‘-IaJ'[y sl HEMHOT0 Koyiebanack, He 3P4 JIX BCE 3TO 3aTedlla, HO 3Ta
XKEHIIWHAa y2XKe CTaJla MOUM BparoMm, ro3ToMy He OBIJI0 HUKAKOTO CMBICJIAa CIIAacaTh HAIIKM OTHOIIEHMUS.

— Jlyuire mpunoxuTe mMoOoIbIlle YCUTUN I BOCIUTAHUS BAlllUX OeTel, e XecceH.

YcnbimaB Mou C/T0Ba, OHa Opocuia Ha MEeHST CBUPEIIbIN B3I ¥ 3aKpHUYalia MPephIBaIOIIUMCS
TOJIOCOM:

— THI, THL... HIUTOXECTBO!..

— W Bmpeqp moKymnaiTe TO, UYTO BaM 3aX04eTCs, Ha CBOU OeHbrd. He CTOUT MpomaBaTh CBOETO ChIHA 3a
OfleXXIy ¥ MOOPSIKYIIKA

C sTumu crioBaMu g IOKWHYa KOMHaTY. [lo3agu MeHs pa3faBajics IOTOK PyraTesbCTB.

¢4 BHININIA U3 JOMa Yepe3 OrPOMHYIO ITapafHyIo ABEPD U BHE3aIlHO YIILIOHYIaCh.

"Kakasg nmpusTHasd moromja”.

Kaxk TonbKO 51 MOKKMHYJIAa 3TOT IOM, TO Cpa3dy XkKe IMOYyBCTBOBAJIa 00jIeryeHne, Kak OyITO C MOUX IIJIeY

CBanuIach TsAxKenasd Hollla. Ho Korga ¢ moiiia JerKuMu araMu qepes Cal, KTO-TO OKJIIMKHYJI MEHSA
N3-3a CIINHHI.

— Ixy6enuaHn!
91 HeTIPOU3BOJILHO 00EPHYIACh ¥ HAXMYPHUTIACh.

Ha mens CMOTPEII Muxasns, Y KOTOpPOTO On1710 O7TeIHOE U U3MOXKIEHHOE JIUII0.
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