Korpa Bpanu nmokasasncst 0aHKeTHBIX 3a/1, TpUC BHe3allHO OCTAHOBUIACh U CKa3asa:
— boroce, 4TO MHE ITOpa YXOOUTE.

Korpa 51 mocmoTpena Ha IedanbHOE BhHIpaXKeHUe ee JIUla, TO IPUMEPHO oTafianach, YTO IIPOUCXOUT.
OHa Befb TOBOPUJIA, YTO COOMPAETCS MIOUTH K CBOEN CeMbe?

"Ila, HAaBepHSIKA OHA C HUMM He 0YeHb XOPOIIOo NaguT. EX mpuxoguTcs Helerko".
[TOoCKONBKY 1 HaXOAUJIacCh B II0X0XKEW CUTyalli, MHE 3aX0TeJIOCh YTEIlIUTh ee.

B Takux ciaydasx HeoOXOOMMO MOOHSATh HACTPOEHHE.

[ToaToMy s KHM3HEPaAZOCTHO IPOM3HECTA:

— Xopo1110, uo¥. YBUOUMCS 4Yepes [Be HeHeu.

Ycneinas 3T0, OHa KMBHYJIa MHE C HEMHOTO ITPOCBETJIEBIIUM IUIIOM.

— Ia.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE €€ IabIbl COCKOIL3HYIN C MOel PYKU U Me[JIeHHO yIIalIu BHUS.
— ITo BcTpeun, Tpuc.

YneIOHYBIIMCEH B OTBET HA MOH CJIOBa, OHA ITOBEPHYJIACh U YIIIIa.

[TpoBonmMB ee B3TIISOM, S IOCMOTPea Ha HacleqHoro npuHia. OH BCe elle MoI4a CTOSIT PSIIOM,
liep:Ka MeHs 3a PYKY.

— 4 omacamnacs, 4TO MOTY IIOIIaCTh B HEJIOBKOE IIOJIOZKEHNE, 3a6J’Iy'JII/IBI.T.II/ICB II0 IIYTHU B OaHKeTHBIH
3alJl, IO3TOMY O4YE€Hb 6naronapHa BaM 3a TO, YTO BEI IPOBOOUJIN MEHA.

BmecTo oTBeTa OH IIPOCTO KHUBHYII.

"Ha mepBBId B3TJISAM OH KaXKEeTCs He TAKUM IJIOXHUM YeJI0BEKOM, KakK s oxkupmaia. Hameiocs, s Ipasa,
HO He CTOUT 0CJIabiaTh OOUTEeNLHOCTR" .

Ecnu ImogyMaTh, OH cerdac BIOJHE MOXKET IIPUTBOPATHECA, IIOCKOJIBKY HAXOOUTCA Y BC€ Ha I'Jla3aX.
HaBepHHKa, 9TO TakK, Beldb B HOBEJLJIe, I'ne COORITHS U3JIarajIiCh C TOYKH 3peHus BeanI/IC, HaCIeOHHN
IIPUHII OIIKCEIBAJICA HAaCTOAIIUMM MaHBAKOM.

"MHe cnenyeT Co0II0aTh OCTOPOXKHOCTh, YTOOB HE 3aKOHYUTH TaK, Kak B KHUTE".

Hymast 06 aToM, s 1maraa Brepen. B 3ToT MOMEHT Mos Hora 000 YTO-TO 3afiefia, ¥ 51 CIIOTKHYJIacCh.
— Ks-sas4!

{4 4yTe He ynana, HO HaCJle[HbIN IPUHI] YCIIe]l BOBPEMS MeHs [I0VMaTh.

— Tl ena? — crupocu npuHI. OOHSIB MeH4 3a TaJuio, OH IIOMOT MHe CHOBA TBEPHO BCTaTh Ha HOTH.

"IloueMy s Tak 4acTo ITafar? ITO yXKe CIydasioch Ipyu Makce u IIpu OTIe", — HEeIOBOJIbHO II0AyMaJsia
s.



Ho ecnu s BblaM CBOe CMyIleHUe, CUTyallsl 0OKaxeTcs elle 00jiee HEJIOBKOX.
"[la, Hy2KHO [TI0CTAapaThCA CKPHITH CBOE BOJIHEHUE".

M300pa3uB Ha NHlle CIIOKOMCTBUE, I TIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HACJIeqHOI 0 IPUHIIA. f MOHITHUS He UMerna, O
YeM OH JyMaeT. ITO IIOTOMY, YTO OH OBLII B Macke?

— Bnaropaps Baliel CBOEBpeMEHHOM ITOMOIIM CO MHOU BCe B mopsiake. [IpocTuTe, Balle BLICOYECTBO.

MeHs 6eCIIOKOUIIO, YTO OH MOXKET CKa3aTh B OTBET, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH yOpas PyKy C MOel Taluu u
IIPOM3HEC COBEPIIEHHO HENIOCTUXKUMEIE CJIOBA.

— Ewe yBugumcs.

¢ mosyarasa, 9YTO OH IOWIET BMECTe CO MHOM B OAHKETHHIN 3Hai. KTO MOT 0KHAATh, YTO OH PEIIUT
IIOMIPOIIATLECS IPSMO 31ECh.

"OH XOTes MPOSBUTH TaKT?"

9TOT ero NOCTYIIOK IT0Ka3ajCd MHE OYeHb CTPaHHBIM, HO IIPU 3TOM He BBI3BaJl Y MEHS HENIPUSA3HU.
— Ila, cmacu60 BaM, Ballle BHICOYECTBO.

4 omycTusa ronoBy B OXKHUOAHUU €r0 OTBETA, HO OH yXKe MCYe3 U3 BUAY.

"UT0 K, y MEHSI BO3HUKJIO TaKOe YyBCTBO, UTO S BCTpeTUIa MU(pHUUECKOe CYIIeCTBO, a He HaCJIeTHOTO
IpuHIA".

Ha kakoe-T0 BpeMs g 3aCThIJIa, ITIpegaBasiCh CBOUM CTPaHHBIM (baHTa3I/IE[M, HO 3aTeM 4 BHE3AITHO
paccMedanacs.

"Kaxertcs, g IpoYynuTana CIUIIKOM MHOTO POMaHOB".
OTOpoCuB B CTOPOHY NyCTHE PA3MBIIUIEHNS, S BOIIIa B 0aHKETHHIN 3a7l.

ok

Makc enie ycres BEITSIHYTh PYKH ¥ TOOXBaTUTh [[xKyOenuaH. [Iomo6HO ApaKOHY U3 UCTOPUIL O
NIOXUIIEHUAX IIPUHIIECC, €My XOTeJIOCh 3allepeTh ee B 0e3011acHOM MeCTe, Tie OH CMOXKET BUMIETH ee
KaKIHIU NeHb.

"Ho ecnu s 3T0 cenaio, oHa elie 0osbie 6ymneT MeHsT 00SThCS".

Kak tonbko [IxxyOenuaH oKa3ajach ¥ HeT0 B 00BSATHSX, OH ITOYYBCTBOBA ceOs Tak, OyaTo ceryac
coupmeT ¢ yma. EMy X0Tenock NpuTsSHYTh ee K cebe elre 611Ke U MPUKATLCS K ee abM rybaMm.

<bnaropmaps Ballleli CBOEBPEMEHHOM ITIOMOIIY, CO MHOM BCe B ImopsAake. I[IpocTuTe, Bale
BEICOYECTBO.>

Ho xorpma oH yBuen ee HaNpsXKEHHBIY B3TJIAM, TO Cpa3y XKe BCIOMHUIL: "Teneps g Oy Hee BCEro
JIALIb Y2KaCHBIM IPUHL".

Ecnu oH OymeT ciegoBaTh CBOMM MHCTUHKTAM, TO JIUIIE elle OOJIbIle UCITYyTaeT ee.



<Torga MHe 0CTaeTCsl TOJILKO COeXaTh.>

B03M0XKHO, TOT{Ia OHa ITepeCTaHeT BHITTISIEeTh TAKOM BCTPEBOKEHHOM, KaK cefiyac. MaKC 0CTOPOXKHO
yOpan pyky ¢ Tanuu [IxkyOenuaH, cCTapasiCh IPOSBIIATh KPalHIOW CAepKaHHOCTh. Ho maxe mocie
TOTO, KaK OH 3TO CHeJIajl, OH BCe PABHO OIIYIIAJ TEIJI0, COTPEBaBIIee BCE ro TEJoO.

Makc MoCIeIHo CKPRIICS ¢ ri1a3 [IxyOenraH. 3aTeM OH TUXO ITOCIeHOoBall 3a Hel, MomaBIss
BO3HUKIIIKE MOPEIBE. OH YCIIOKOUJICS TOJIBKO II0CJIe TOTO0, Kak [IxKyb6enraH OKOHYATEeTbHO CKPHITIACh
13 BULY.

"OHa HaKOHEI[-TO BOIIIa B 3ai".

Y6enusmmuch B ToM, 4TO [IKkyOenraH BepHYIach 06paTHO LeJIol 1 HeBpeauMol, MaKC TIaTeIbHO
o0myMarn IpousouIesiee paHee.

"B KOHIle KOHII0B, U3-3a beaTpuc g IUIMNICA BO3MOXKHOCTY pa3pellnTh BO3HUKIIEe MeX Iy HaMU
HefopasyMeHue".

To, 4uTo oHa oTBesna [xybOenuaH B Takoe OllaCHOE MeCTO, KakK KOMHaTa TeHell, ObLIO COBEPIIEHHO
HepomycTuMo. Ha MrHOBeHre Makc 3afiyMasiCs 0 TOM, KaK OTIIAaTUTh 3a 3TO CBOEU CBOMHOH CECTpe,
HO BCKOPE OH YCMUPHUJI CBOX I'HEB.

"HeT, ecni OH TaK IOCTYIIUT, HUKOMY HEM3BECTHO, KaK Ha 3TO oTpearupyet [Ixybenuan".

[To Bcelt BuguMocCTH, [[:KyOenuaH He 3Halla O IMYHOCTU €T0 CBOJHOM CECTPHI, HO OHa OIpeeIeHHO
cumTana ee cBoeu nogpyrou. U emie...

<Haperoch BB BEIMKOAYIIIHO IIPOCTUTE MEHS 3a TO, UTO S IIPUILJIA CIofia, He TOJIyYUB pa3pelieHus. >
B To Bpemsi y Hee OBIJIO TaKOe BRIpaXKeHUe JIHIla, Kak OyITO OHa X0Teja 3alllUuTUTh beaTpuc.

"Tloxoxe, MHe II0Ka PUOETCS 0TKa3aThCs OT PELIUTENIbHBIX Mep IIPOTUB Hee. Ho Temeps BO3HUKIIA
elre ogHa npobiema.

YTo, ecnu CITyCTS iBe HEHeJd ero cecTpa packpoeT [IxKyOenuaH ero HCTUHHYIO TUYHOCTDL ¥ BEICTABUT
IIPHUHIIA B IyPHOM cBeTe? B caMoM XymiieM ciydae, IIpu 9TOM Pa3pyIIUTCS TO NOBEPHE, KOTOPOe UM
yIaI0Ch BHICTPOUTH.

VcmpiTHIBasI CUTTbHOE pa3fgpaxkeHue, Makc CyHYJ PyKy B KapMaH.
"TIpoKIsAThE, 5T MOJIXKEH KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM faTh IOHSTH, UTO He MPUYMHIO e Bpema. YTo xe..."

B 3T0 MrHOBEHHE €r0 pyKa B KapMaHe Halllymaja TO IUChMO, KOTOPOe OH TaK HEYHAaYHO IIHITAJICS
oTnpaButh [IxkyOennaH.

Bckope Ha nuile Makca OSIBUJIACh YIIbIOKa.
"Ho Temeps y MeHS TOSIBUJICST IPEJIOT [JIst TOTO, YTOOHI TOCIATh €M MUChMO".

Ha 3TOT pa3 HeT HUKAKOW PA3HHUIIEl, OTIIPABUT OH IIPOCTOE MUCHMO UM odunmanbHoe. Ecmu 06 3ToM
Y3HAIOT UMIIepPaTOp ¥ UMIIepaTPHIla, IOXKalyH, Tak gaxe OymeT aydle.



"Ota BeaTpuc, He 3Hal0, KakKue ellle yIOBKY ¥ Hee B 3amnace... HyxKHo Oy[eT OTIIpaBUTh IUCHMO C
romybem".

[Tpu 9TO¥ MBICTM MaKC yIHIOHYICS ¥ IPUKUHYJTI, HE BEIOPATh JTX HA 9TOT pa3 royry0st MOCMEIIIIeHEH.

"Korfa Tel IPOYTEIIh 3TO IUCHMO, TO Cpa3y XkKe IMOUMEIb, YTO I BOBCE HE CTPALIHLIN YeJIOBEK,
BepHO?"

Skksk
— IIxyOenmuaH, yBUOUMCS depe3 [Be Henemu!

XoTsl MHe He y[alioCh HU pa3y II0TaHIlEBATh, B IIeJIOM, 51 0E€CIIOKOMIIach HallpacHo — OaHKeT IIPOoIIes
OOBOJILHO TJIaAKO.

"MoxxkeT OBITh HUKTO HE MIPUTJIaCUII MEHS Ha TaHeI IIOTOMY, 4YTO MO€ IIJIaTh€ OKa3aJI0OCh CIIMIIKOM
HerI/IMeTHbIM?"

B 3TOT MOMEHT $1 yBUAeNa Iepes co00M MyKUYKWHY, KOTOPHIHM IIPOTSIHYJI MHE CBOIO PYKY.
— ITonigem.

Ia, 3T0 OBITT MO¥t OTell, HO ero MoBefeHue yauBIsaao MeHs. OH ceromHs Bej ce0s 0ueHb HEOOLIUHO.
XoTs1, MoXeT OBITh, IJIsT HETO TaKas MaHepa IoBefeHus, Hao00poT, Oblyta 00br9HOM? Korma ero
OKpy2KaJla TOJIIa JII0Jel, 3TO He BHITIISINeNo cTpaHHo. CTpaHHEIM MHE Ka3aJioCh TO, UTO B IIOCTIETHUE
IHY OH BHE3AITHO CTaJl 0YeHb N0Op KO MHE, U 5 yXKe Havyalla K 3TOMY IIPUBHIKATh.

"TIpexpe oH Tak ce6s CO MHOM He BeJI, I039TOMY 3TO BHITJISAUT HEHOPMAJIbHEIM".

B 5Ty MUHYTY MHe IIpUIIJIA B FOJIOBY HEOXUJaHHAs MEICIb. ECNiM Mol 0Tel] ceifyac OTHOCHUIICS KO MHe
TaK XOpOIIIO, KTO 3HaeT, BO3MOXKHO y Hero Obljla Kakas-To IPUYUHA, U3-3a KOTOPOU OH IIpexie
UTHOPUPOBAJ MEHS.

— IxyOenuan?

BHes3amHO YCJIBIIIaB I'0JI0C, OTOpBaBI.LII/Iﬁ MEHS OT MOUX MBICHIEH, 5 IOMHSIA TOJIOBY 1 yCTaBHJIaChb Ha
CBO€T0 O0TIa, O KOTOPOM TOJIBKO 4TO OyMalla. Korga a BCTpeTHIIaCh C HUM B3IJIAO0M, OH CMOTPEII Ha
MEHs TOYHO TakK XKe 6e3pa3m/1qH0, KdK U PaHBIIIEe.

"Tlonararto, 51 IPOCTO NIPOSIBUJIA OYIIEBHYIO C1ab0CTh, Beb HHaUe Y MeHs He BO3HUKIIO OBl TaKUX
HeJlelIbIX MBICTIeR".

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO 5 TAK IMOAyMasa, B MOEM CEPJLe 3apOAUIIUCh HEKOTOPhIE COMHEHHUS.

)%k

OKHUHYB B3r/IsAO0M OaHKETHRIN 3aj1, UMIIEPATOP CIerkKa HaXMypPHIICS.
"Peruc cerogus BefeT ce0s Kak-TO HeOObIYHO".
OH TIPUTBOPSIJICS CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ HEBO3MYTHUMBIM, HO TTPH 9TOM UTO-TO B HEM, KaK Oy[TO, HK3MEHUIIOCh.

"XO0Ts1 OH KaK ¥ IIpexK[e BRITJISOUT CAepKaHHBIM M XOJIOMHBIM, HO IIPX 9TOM IIPOSIBIISIET K Hel 3a00Ty,



¥ 3TO OYEHb CTPaHHO".

VimmepaTop He o0nafaj KaKUMHU-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU, HO UMEHHO IT03TOMY OH
OBLT OYeHb IPOHULIATEILHEIM. BOT MOYeMy OH CMOT cHeflaTh HEKOTOPHIE BRIBOAH, Habmonas 3a
IIPOUCXOAAIINM Ha OaHKeTe.

"Xomumnu ciyXu, 4TO OH OTKa3aJICs OT CBOEU JOo4YepHu, IOTOMY YTO OHA OKa3ajlach HUKYEMHOU U He
oIlpaBfiaa ero oxupaHuii. OKa3bIBaeTCs, BCe 3TO OblyIa OJTHASA Yelyxa, KypaM Ha cMmex".

Pasmpimnss o [Jxxy0Oenuas, UMIIepaToOp OMYCTUJI TOJIOBY U CKPUBUII POT.
"TEl IBITAJICSA OQYPAuYUTh MeH?"

Ona 6bly1a 0ORIYHOM XKEHIIMHON, KOTOPasi He TOJIBKO He YHac/ieqoBaja OTI[OBCKOTO TallaHTa, HO U
BOOOIIE He BiIafienia MedyoM. [103ToMy Impexkie uMIepaTop He oOpalan BHUMaHus Ha [IxKybOenuaH,
CUMTas €e HeTPUTOMHOM IJIsI KCIIOIb30BAHUS ITYCTHIIIKOM.

Ho TEeIIepPb UMIIEPATOP U3MEHUJI CBO€ MHEHHUE. Ila, oHa Onla HYCTBILHKOfI, HO IIPpH 3TOM
IIpeacCTaBiidjla HEKOTOPYIO HEHHOCTE OJIA 3TOI'O0 CYKHHA CBIHA.

"B nocnenuee BpeMs 1 6€CITOKOUIICS, YTO IIOBOJOK MOT 0CJIabHYTh, HO BCe 00ePHYIIOCH ITPOCTO
3aMedaTesbHO".

ToT Peruc, KOTOpBIﬁ OBITT 3HAKOM HMIIEPATOPY, ABJIAJICA HAaCTOAIIUM MOHCTPOM. XOTs OH HaXOOUJICSA
100 KOHTPOJIEM Oxka L[Hpuen, HHUKOMY HE OBLI0 HU3BECTHO, KOI'ma OH COPBETCHA C IIOBOOKA U HAIlaOET
Ha HeTo.

"MakcuMUIKaH MOT OBl CTATh €MY JTOCTOMHBIM TPOTUBHUKOM, HO OH HEITPOCTOM U KOBAPHLIM TapEHb.
[Toxaryii, s1 moHa0IIoalo 3a HUM ellle HEMHOTO".

ViMmepaTop MPUIIOMHSIIT YTOJIKY CBOETO PTa B MPavyHOi yIEIOKe.

"It Havyasta s MOIUTIO JTIofen, YToOk OHKU coOpastu mo0oJIbIe CBeIeHuN ",
keksk

BepHyBIICh JOMOH, S UCKYyIlaiach U Ilepeofesiach B yIOOHYIO Ofle KAy .
"BoT, Temepb MOXKHO XKHUTB".

¢ Opocuack Ha IIOCTeJb, ¥ MO€ TeJI0 YTOHYJIO B MATKOH nepuHe. Ho Korma s yKe XoTella 3aKpHTh
r71a3a OT YIOBOJIBCTBUS, ITEPE0 MHOM BHE3AIHO MMPOHECTIUCH KAPTUHHI CETONHSIIHUX COOBITHH.
Cpenu HEX CaMBIM SIPKO€ BIeYaT/IeHHe OCTAaBHUI HACJIeIHEINM IIPUHI], KOTOPOTO s IPeX/e TaK CUILHO
0os171ach.

"YTo XK, Ha IIePBBIM B3I HACIIeMHBIN IIPUHIT OKa3ascs 601ee HOPMAIbHEIM, YeM S OXKuaana".

Ha camowMm [iene, moka § IIijia PSAOM C HacJIeOHBIM IIPUHIIEM, TO YyBCTBOBasia ce0s [TOBOJILHO
CIOKOWHO. Ero pyka o4ueHb MSTKO OXBaThIBajla MO0 JIafoHb. K cBoeMy yAauBIIeHUIO, T 0OHAPYKHUIIA,
YTO Hallla IPOTyJIKa IOJIy4YuIach COBEPIIEHHO OObIYHOM.

IIHpaBI/IJ'[bHO, IIOKa A He COBEPIINJIa HUKAKOI'O IIPECTYIIJIEHN A, ¥ IIO3TOMY MHE HEYEro 06osThCS".

qa peniniia HEMHOI'O USMEHUTh CBOE€ MHEHNE O HaCJIeOAHOM IIPDHUHIIE. MoxeTt 6bIT]:>, OH U CTpaIJ_IHBII;I



YeJI0BeK, HO 3TO He UMeeT KO MHe HMKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHHUS 10 TeX MOP, II0Ka 5 He IePeray eMy
gopory".

"V MeH$s TaKOe 4yBCTBO, YTO €CJIU CITyCTS [Be Heflelu Ha OaHKeTe g Oymy BecTu ceOs THUXO,
IPUHIIeCCa U HaCJIeOHBIN IPUHIT He JOCTaBAT MHe 1pobiaeM".

[Toxa 51 pa3meimisgiaa 06 9TOM, IOCIBIIANCS CTYK B OKHO.
"O, KCcTaTu ToBOPS, OH Bedh o0elras IPUNTH cpa3y Iocjie OKOH4YaHus OaHKeTa."

PetuB, uTo 3TO OBIT Makc, s BCTasa € IOCTENH 1 TIy00KO B3oXHYa. Iloce Bcex BOMHEHNUH,
BO3HUKIIUX U3-3a HACJIEMHOTO IIPHHIIA, S OYTH 3a0kla 0 HEM.

"OT0 BIOJIHE TOHATHO. MeHs Tak [lopa3uia BCTpeda ¢ IPUHIEM, IOTOMY 4TO Ipexae 5 obInanach
TOJIBKO C IBYMA IapHAMU — [IKepanbauHaoM ¥ MakcoM", — nogyMana 4.

Korpa cTyk noBTOpPHUIICS, 5 OAOIIIA K OKHY.
"HyzkHO OOBICTPee BIIYCTUTD €T0".

Ho Kak TOIBKO 5 OTIIepJia 3aABUKKY U CJIeTKa IPUOTKPBIIa OKHO, Y MEHS OT YIUBIIEHHUS
IIPUOTKPHIJICS POT.

"To... romy0B?"

[Tpeppbigyiui rony6sb ObLT HAMHOTO JIyYIlle, TOTOMY YTO OH OblT 6enbiM. Ho 9TOT OKa3asncs TOYHO
TAKUM K€ CH3BbIM, KaK TOT T0JIy0b, KOTOPHIA YCTPOUJI IIEPETIONOX, 3aJIeTeB B KPYTJIOCYTOUHBIH
MarasyH.

"Ctpamso-To Kak!"

¢l 3ax/I0MHYyIa OKHO ¥ IIOTPSICEHHO OTHPSHYJ A Ha3af. ['01y0b MpHUCTaIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha MEeHS,
IIPOJ0JIKasi BpEeMS OT BpEMEHU CTy4aTh KJIIOBOM B CTEKJIO.

"OH mBITaeTCd BOPBAThCAd BHYTPE... Ox!"
4 BcrmoMHMITa, 4TO 3abblyia 3anepeTh 3aABUKKY. Ho Korga s cHoBa Opocumnach K OKHY, OBITIO yKe

IMOo30HO. Hpe}Kne 4YeM 4 yCIieJla OIIOMHUTECA, l"OJ'IY6b Y2Ke BJIETEeJ]I B KOMHATY U YCTAaBUJICA Ha MEH.
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