CHauaJjia OH OBIJTI HECKA3aHHO 3071. Ilo Takol CTeIeHH, YTo €My XO0TeJIOCh HEMENJIEHHO BRIXBATUTE M€Y
Y HallaCTh Ha CBOEro HacTaBHUKA. Ho 3TOT HpOCTHbeI u paBp}fHII/ITeJ'IBHBII;I IIOPEIB IIOCTEIIEHHO yIrac.

<4 6J1a1"011apHa 3a TO, YTO ThEI BCTYIIUJICA 3a MEHA. Ho ckazasB MOEeMY OTIy T€ CJIOBa, ThHI 3allle]I
CJIMIIKOM [JaJIeKo.>

To, 4TO KOrIa-TO CKa3ajia eMy H}KYGGHI/IaH, TPOHYJIO €T0 CEpPAIe. Kak Tonbko Makc BCIIOMHUII €€
CJIOBQ, Y HET'O0 IIPOSACHHUIIOCH B IT'OJIOBE, XU K HEMY CHOBA BEPHYJICA PACCYOOK.

"ITa, 3TOT YeNOoBeK TakK 3a00TUTCS O CBOEW JOYEPHU, YTO HUKOTA He MO3BOJIUT, YTOOR el Ipo3uia
ormacHoOCTh. Ho... 4 Tak xouy yBUTETEH ee".

OH moHMMaJI, 4To cedyac ¢ [IxkybenraH He CIIyYUTCS HUYETO IIJI0X0T0, HO BCE PABHO HE MOT
n30aBUTHCS OT TPEBOTH. [Iox0XkKe, ero cepille He YCIIOKOUTCS, IT0OKa OH He YBUIUT €e CBOMMU
rna3amu. Bce ero Tego 0XBaTHIO CTPACTHOE HETEPIEHKe, KaK V CTPAHHUKA, KaXKAYIIEro MOIyYUTh
KaTIIJTII0 BOJIHI B IyCThIHE. M 3TO 4yBCTBO 3aCTaBUJI0 MaKca, KOTOPHIH Bcerfa OblI IIPEeUCIIoNHEH
BEICOKOMEDHUSI, OIYCTUTHCST Ha KOJIEHH.

— IMToxanmyiicTa, CKaxu MHe, r'ie oHa. [loxanyucra.

EMy c TpynmoM ymanoch BHIaBUTh U3 ce0s 3Ty dppa3y, IOCKOJIBKY AJIT 9TOT0 eMy HYKHO OBLIO
II0JABUThH CBOXO ropaocTh. Ho celiuac Bce ero MbICTHU ObIIU TOJIBKO O Hell. BoT mouemy OH He
OCTaQHOBHUJICS JaxKe Tepel TeM, YTOObI OIYCTUTLCS Ha KOJIEHU ¥ CKJIOHUTD T'OJIOBY.

Ero HacTaBHUK, KOTOPHIM BCE 3TO BpeMs MOJI4a CMOTpeJl Ha CBOEro yueHKKa, HaKOHEeIl-TO 3aTOBOPHUIL.
— OrnpaBngrcs B OTOENbHBIN OOM, Tle HaXOOUTCS KOMHaTa TeHel.

Kak TonbpKO IIpo3Bydasu cja0Ba "KOMHaTa TeHer", MakC pe3K0 BCKUHYJI I'Jla3a, IIOCMOTPEB Ha CBOET0
YUUTENS.

— [ToueMmy THI He cKa3an MHe 00 3ToM cpa3y? UTo, ecu OHa II0Tasa Tyfa 1o OomubKe U He MOXKEeT
BHINTH?!

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO €Tr0 YYeHUK CHOBA Haydas BeCTU ceOsi BHICOKOMEPHO, Peruc mpocTo yCTaBUIICS
Ha Makca, HU4ero He oTBeudasl.

B KoHIle KOHII0B, Makc 3acKpurnes 3y0amMu 1 cKa3al:
— Jlagno. I[ToroBopuM 00 3TOM I03Ke, TIOCJIe TOT0, Kak s 3a0epy ee OTTyaa.
Kak TOMbKO ero y4eHUK CKPBIJICS U3 BUAY, Peruc Tuxo mpobopMoTart:

— Jlaxe ecnu... I He OTIIPABHUIJICA Tyda CaM, TO 3TO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO MH€ XOT€eJIOCh YGGHI/ITBCH B
TOM, 4YTO THI €€ 3allluTUIIIb.

Maxkc, KOTOpBIY TaK U He YCIIBIIIAal 3TUX CJI0B, 0TYassHHO CIIELINTI B YKa3aHHOE MeCTO.
"Tlouemy THI Tyfa nouna? Bot gypouka'.

KomHaTa TeHeli ipefcTaBisia coO00M caMyl0 COBEPIIEHHYIO TIOPEMY B MUpPE, KOTOpas faxe He
HyXpasnach B oxpaHe. C IOMOILIbI0 KJII04Ya MOXKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO 3aupaTh ABEPh, HO CBOOOTHO
BXOJUTh ¥ BEIXOOUTH OTTyHa 6e3 Kakoro-nubo apredakTa UMeIN BO3MOXKHOCTb TOJIBKO YJIEHBI
UMIIEPaTOPCKOU CEMBU.



OH npeqrmnosaraj, YTO He JOIXKHO OBIJIO TPOU30UTH HUYETO CTPAIITHOTO, Be[lb IBEPh ObINa 3aKPHITa,
HO BCe PaBHO TOPOIUJICS U30 BCEX CUJI. braromaps 3ToMy BCKOpPe OH OKa3asiCsl PSIOOM C TeM JOMOM.
"OnpepnenesHHo 3TO 3[€eCh... [logoxkauTe, 4To 3TO 3a aypa?"

Aypa oOBIYHBIX JIIO[EH U MIPSIMBIX TIOTOMKOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBbHU CHJIbHO OTJIMYanach. CYUTAOCH,
YTO 3TO OBIIIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO OHU BEJIM POMOCTIOBHYIO OT IIEPBOTO UMIIEpaTOpa, BlIafeloIIero
CIIOCOOHOCTHIO pPa3BeUBaTh Maruio.

<IToka B KKIaxX MOUX IIOTOMKOB TE€YET KPOBb BEJIUKOU PpacChl IPaKOHOB, Cpegu HUX GYJIYT IMOABIIATBCA
TaKue e BOJIIeOHUKH, KakK g.>

CTeneHb JOCTOBEPHOCTH 3TOr0 U3PEeUeHUS HEM3BECTHA, OHAKO TO, 4YTO aypa UMIIEPaTOPCKON CEMBbU
Obly1a COBEPIIEHHO YHUKAIBHOM, SBIISITIOCh YUCTOM mpaBmoi. UMeHHO Grarogapst ux 0co00¥ SHEPTUH
UM YIaBaJIOCh OTKPBIBATh U 3aKPHIBATh OABEPDL B KOMHATY TeHel.

"KT0 910?"

Bpanmeke oH 3aMeTHUII IBYX YeJI0BEK, OOUH M3 KOTOPHIX IIpHHALIeXkall K UMIIepaTopcKou ceMbe. OH He
3HaJ, KTO 9T0 OBIJT — €ro cecTpa UK OTell, HO BTOpou Oblia [XKybenuaH.

"Ecnu THl KOCHEIILCS €€ XOTh IajblleM, g yObio Tebs".

VcnpiThIBast KpaliHee BOTHEeHKe, Makc OBICTpO mopoies 6muxe. TONMbKO 4TO eT0 IepPemoHsI0
o0erdyeHue u3-3a TOTO, YTO OH HAKOHEI-TO yBumen [Ixky0enraH, HO B CIEAyIOIlee MTHOBEHUE B HEM
npoOYyOUICsS THEB, TIOTOMY YTO OH Y3HAJI Ty, YTO A PSIOM C Hel.

— 970 OBLNIA THI!

Henb3st cKas3aTh, YTO OH [0 CUX IIOP He 3HAJ 0 KO3HSX, KOTOPHIe er0 CecTpa CTPOHIIa MMPOTUB HETO
BMECTe ¢ uMIeparpuiieii. Ho oH HUKOTa He TpeaIpruHUMal IPOTHB Hee OTBETHRIX Mep, IIOTOMY YTO
CYHUTAJ ee CJIa0BIM CYIIIeCTBOM M HEeJOCTOMHBEIM IPOTUBHUKOM. Ho Temeps, Korma Makca 3acTaiu
BPACILJIOX, OH 3JIMJICS Ha ce0s 13-3a IIPexKHEero CaMoOf0BOJIbCTBA.

"Tak BOT M0YeMy HaCTaBHUK IIpHUIIe KO MHe?"

I oMKHO OBITH, MOSI CECTPA CETOMHS IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OKA3aJIaCh B HEBHITOJHOM ITOJI0KEHUY U
Hayajla MCKaTh CII0CO0 MepeloMUTh X0 COOBITHI cebe Ha mob3y. [103TOMy OHa B3si/ia B 3aJI0KHHUIIBI
IxyOenmuan u coobiuna 06 3TOM ee OTIry, repuory ®noiieHy. Makc CKPUBHUII POT.

"beaTpuc, MeHA He BOJIHYIOT TBOM IJIyIble YJIIOBKY, HO..."

Barnspg Makca octaHoBuics Ha [IxKyOenuaH. LIBeT ee nuila mokKasajcs eMy HEMHOTO He TaKUM, Kak
00eryHO. OHa BRIT/IsAEIa O71eIHOM, KaK O6yTO OT CUJIBHOTO HCITyTa.

OH 1o4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPU HETr0 BCE KUIUT OT SIPOCTH.
"¢ HuKorga He mpolry TeOs 3a TO, YTO ThHI IOCMeJIa UCII0Ibh30BaTh [xKybenuan"

PaccepxkeHnHbIl Makc OPOCHTT Ha CBOIO CECTPY I'PO3HBIM B3T/IsAA. beaTpuc moyyBCTBOBAsA, YTO €Jie
IEPKUTCS Ha HOTax, He B CUJIaX YCTOATh llepef UCXOAIIeld OT HEro yrpoxaroller aypou.

"Tloxkamnyii, OyoeT He MUIIHKAM BHIHECTH €U IpefynpexaeHne, 4ToOk 0OHa 0OJIbIle He felana



TIIymocTen”.

Maxkc cpenarn mar B repen, CBepJis B3TrIsiHOM CBOIO CECTPY, KOTOPad OPOXKallda KdaK OCHHOBBIM JIKCT.
Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT H}KyﬁeJ'II/IaH BCTaJla Iiepen Hell U CKJIOHMIA TOJIOBY, IIpUAepPKUBas IIOO0JI CBOETO
IIJIaTh4.

— Jla B30M[ET COJHIlE Hafl BEIMKOW UMIIepue.

XKyTK¥e MBICTTH, KOTOpPhIE TONTBKO UTO 3aIOJIHSIJIA €T0 TOJI0BY, MTHOBEHHO MCUYe3JTd, KaK OyITO UX
CIyTHYI Tosoc [IxyOenuaH.
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CHauarna g IMOYYyBCTBOBaAJlla obJleryeHue U3-3a TOro, YTo OH YCTABUJICA HE Ha MEH{, d 3aTeM
3aMeTHila, Kyaa 06pa1.ueH €ro B3I'Jid[, ¥ BCIIOJIOIIMUIIACK.

"On cmoTpuT Ha Tpuc? Uto Ke menats? MoxXeT MHE Hy>KHO YTO-TO CKa3aTh?"

Ho s He Moria mmo cBoeli COOCTBEHHOM BOJIe IPUBJIeYh BHUMaHHE YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOI0 BCe 3TO BpeMs
ILITajack u3lberarts.

"Hert, nyylile HeMHOI0 IIOA0XKOATh U IIOCMOTPETH Ha pPeakInio IpuHIa..."

B 310 Bpems s IIOBEpHYJIa T'OJIOBY U YBUAENa, KaK TpUC APOKUT OT cTpaxa. M Torma Moe Teso
HETIPOU3BOJIbHO IIPUIIUIO B IBUXKEHUE.

— [la B30iifieT CoMHIle Haf BemuKou umnepuei. 1 — [IxxyOenuan Onoi ®rnolieH, qoyb repiora
QroieHa.

"Tloxkamnyii, OH HUYEro He cOeflaeT MHe, IIOTOMY YTO ceiyac s He MPECTYIHUIIA, KakK B 9T0 OBIIO B
CIOKeTe HOBEJIIbl, — MOAyMaJia 5, IOCMOTPEB IIPSIMO Ha Hero.

— Hapgerocs BH BEJIMKOOYIMHO ITPOCTUTE MEHMA 3a TO, YTO A IIPHUIIIA CIO[O4, HE ITOJIYYUB Pa3PEHIeHU .

XoTs g TOBOPHIIa HOBOJIBHO CMeJIO, B AyIle s oueHb 6osiyiack. HacmemHbIM TPUHI] HOCUIT MACKY,
II03TOMY 51 He MOTJIa IOHSTh €r0 PeakIiiio Ha MOH CJIOBa.

"JeCTHO rOBOpS, 9Ta MacCKa TOXKEe BBITJIAOUT IIyralie".
[Toka 51 moXKumanach ero OTBETA, OH BHE3AITHO IIPOTSIHYJ KO MHE PYKY, UCIIyTraB elle 6OoJbliie.
"qro, uTO Takoe?"

XoTs oKa s Habiomaa 3a ero NeidCTBUSIME, BHYTPY MeHS TPSICIIO OT CTPaxa, s HUYeM 3TOro He
BhIana. Ho B cremyoiiee MrHOBEHUE €T0 PyKa, KOTOpasi MeHs Tak Iepernyraa, 0CTAaHOBUIACh Ha
HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSTHUH.

— CHayana yugeM OTCIOfa.
"9TO 3HAUYUT... OH XOYET... COIPOBOXKAATh MeHI?"

HeMmHoOTr0 mokone6aBIIKCh, S 0CO3HAJA, YTO B TAKOM CUTYALMH 0TKA3aThCsl OT COITPOBOXKIEHUS
mpuHIa OBIJIO MPOCTO HEMBICIMMO, U IIPHHSA ero PyKy. OmeTas B mepyaTKy pyKa OKal3alach
IOBOJIbHO OOJIBINOM, ¥ OHa MSTKO OXBaThIBaJia MOIO JIaI0Hb.



"9T10 omyuieHue Kakoe-1o... O, BepHo. Tpuc!"

¢l BHE3aITHO BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO COBCEM IT03abkiyia 0 Hel. [IoBepHYB r'OJIOBY, 51 B3TJIsIHYJIa Ha TpucC u
OYEeHb yIUBUIIACS.

"Ut0 Cc Hel Takoe?"
Ha MraoBeHue MHe 110Ka3aj0Ch, YTO OHa CMOTPUT Ha MEHS C KAKHM-TO YTPIOMBIM BHUJIOM.
— Ila, THI HABEPHOE YAUBUIIACh, YTO S NOYb repliora.

Y MeHs1, KOHeYHO, OBITT BEICOKHM CTATyC B OOIIECTBE, HO S He X0Tesa, YTOOB OH OTIYTHYI JEBYIIKY, C
KOTOPOM MBI TOJIBKO YTO TaK MHUJIO pa3roBapuBaJIy.

"B mo06oM ciydae, s HOBOJIBHO OIMHOKA, U MHE He C KeM ITePEeMOJIBUTLCS II0 OyIIaM, T03TOMY s He
IIPOTUB C HEU MMOOPYKUTHCA .

4 npoTgHya el CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY.

— Iloupewm, Tpuc.

YcnplilaB MO C0Ba, OHa C U3yMJIEHHBIM JIMI[OM IIOAOIIIa KO MHE U B3siJla MEHS 3a PYKY.
"Ona ucnyranach, 4YTO OCTaHETCd OfHa B TeMHOTE?"

BHe3amHo MO0 PYKY TakK CUJIBHO C3KajlH, YTO S TOYyBCTBOBasa O0Jb.

— Mse 60/IBHO.

XoTs g cKa3asa 3T0 Tpuc, HacleaHbIH IPUHI] BCTPETIeHYJICS ¥ 0C/Tabuil CBOI0 PYKY, KOTOPOii U TaK
IepzKay MeHs TOBOJIBHO OCTOPOXKHO.

— 4 coenan Tebe 601LHO?
B oTBeT Ha 3Ty HEOXKUIAHHYIO PEIINIUKY s IT0OKadasia rOJI0BOM.

— Her, Bce B nopspnxe. 4 IpocTo X0Tejla CKa3aTh CBOEU IOOPYTe, YTO OHA OEePKUT MO PYKY
CJIMILIKOM KPETIKO.

YnoBuB moit HaMmeK, Tpuc Toxke HeMHOT0 ocnabuina pyky. [loxoxe, y Hee BCce-TaKu UMEJICS HEKUU
3mpaBblil cMbIcT. OfHAKO OHa BCe PABHO KaK-TO CTPAHHO CIIIesla CBOU MaJibLbl C MOUMU.
PacrepsBmuch ©3-3a TOro, 4To 00e MOY PYKH BHE3AIIHO YTPATUIX CBOOOMY, s B3LOXHYIA.

"CoOBITHS IIOBEPHYJIM B KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE Pycio".

Ho B TO ke caMoe BpeMsl 51 IOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KAK HEMHOTO 0C1a0Ji0 HaKOMUBIIIEeCsS BO MHE
HalpsXKeHue.

"KakuM-To 00pa3oM s yMyApuiach HaTKHYThCS Ha HACJIeMHOTO IIPUHIA, HO HUYETo He CIy4YUIoCh.
Tax 4To g OblJIa OUeHb cUacCT/InBa".
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BeaTtpuc cmoTpesna Ha CBoero cBopHoro 6para u gymana: "OH CErOgHS CheJl YTO-TO He TO?"



C xakoi CTOPOHEI HU ITOCMOTPH, BCE€ 3TO BHITJIAOEIJIO OYEHb CTPAHHO. OH eii He yTrpozZxKall ¥, K TOMY
XKe, TaK HeIIPUHYXKIOEHHO B34JICA COIIPOBOZKIATH H}KY6€‘J'II/IBH.

"MoxeT, OH oImacaeTCs, 4YTO O HEM IOUAYT AYPHBIE PA3rOBOPHI U CIIJIETHU?"

B 3T0 Bpems [IxKyGenuan mocMoTpena Ha beatpuc u oboppsiorie yneiOHynack. M Torma cepaile
BeaTpuc gporuysno, IoTOMy YTO OHa BCIIOMHUIIA, Kak [IxkyOenraH Ha3Basa ee OgPYToi.

"Pa3Be Te CITyxu MOTJIU OBITh TPaBOUBHIMU? TH TaKas Muias u mobpas”.

[Toka ee mocemany Takue coMHeHus, [IxkyOenraH BHE3aIIHO CIIPOCHTIA:

— Tpuc, THI BMECTE CO MHOW BEpPHEIIhCS B OaHKETHHIM 3aJl, 1a?

YcnpimaB cimoBa "OaHKeTHHIH 3ai", beaTpuc HEMHOT'0 BCIIOJIONINIIACE.

— O, HeT. Most ceMbs ceivac HOJKHA OBITH B KOMHATE OT/bIXa, TIO3TOMY 5 VHOY PaHbIIE.

[TpousHOCS 3Ty JTI0XKb, BeaTprc HEMHOTO BOJTHOBAJIaCh, YTO €€ yaudaT B Heil. K cuacTbio, ee Gpat He
oOpalran Ha Hee HUKaKOro BHUMaHUS.

"Kyma OH Tak IIPUCTaJIbHO CMOTPUT?"

BeaTpuc 0CTOPOXKHO IIOBEPHYIIA TOJIOBY, YTOOB TOCMOTPETh, Ky[a YCTPEMIIeH B3rsy ee OpaTa. [lo
CHX TIOP OH He IPOSIBIISJI HUKAKOTO UHTEPeca K JXKeHIUHaM, JaXke K TeM KpacaBHUIlaM, KOTOPHIX K
HEeMY IIOfChI/Iajia UMIIePaTPULA C IIeNTbio yOuicTBa unu c6opa nHGOpMaLuy, HO celdac OH He
OTpBIBAJI I'1a3 oT [IxKyOenuaH.

"Kak oH mocMmen ¢paupToBaTh ¢ Hei? OHa NTPHHAIEeXUT MHe!"

Vimenno [Ixxy06enuaH cTajia TOH, KTO BEIC/IYIIIaja BCe ee TOPECTH U Ofapuia TemnoM. beaTpuc
IIOYYyBCTBOBasIa ce0s y2KaCHO IIPYU MBICJIH, YTO ee ITOX0XKUYU Ha IeMOHA CBOJHBIM O6paT MOXKET nesesiTh
Ipsi3HBIE HAMEpPeHUs HacueT aHresa-[[xKy0enuaH.

[Toka BeaTpuc gpoxasa OT BO3MYIEeHUS, IPO3ByYall TUXUU T'OJIOC.

— Ecnu Tebe BOpyT 3axo4eTcs MoO0ITaTh 3a YAIIKON Yasi, MOXKeIllb IPUXOAUTh KO MHE B TOCTH B
mo0oe BpeMmsi.

Kak Tonpko BeaTpuc yciblana 1ackoBeil ronoc [JxybenuaH, y Hee 3alluiaio B Ila3ax.
Xots [Ixyb6enuaH HuU4Yero He OBIZIO U3BECTHO O Hel, OHA BCe PABHO MTePBOM MPOTSIHYTIA e PYKY.

"ITa, s He MOTY IIPOCTO CTOSITh B CTOPOHE ¥ CMOTPETH, KaK 3TOT 6e3yMell IEITAeTCS COMU3UTHLCS C
MOeu MOgpyroun”.

Ha6pasumice pemmmocTy, BeaTpuc ckasana:

— B mo6oM cryyae yepes iBe HefeIu COCTOUTCS elrle ONUH OaHKeT. ByaeT Hemnoxo Ha HeM
BCTPETHUTHCS.

Kak Tonsko BeanI/IC IIpon3HeCIIa 3TU CJIOBA, TO CPA3y ZKe IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA Ha cebe yrpO}KaI-OU.II/Ifl
B3rJIdn CBOEro 6paTa. Ho BMecTO TOr0, 4TOOH HCIIyIraThCHd, OHa TBEPAO JIOG&BI/IJ'Ia:



— A mocrne Hero g nmpurmamry Tebs Ha Jail.
Bckope [IxkyOenvaH KUBHYJIA.
— XO0po1110, TaK ¥ COeNaeM.

Beatpuc BonHOBanack, 4To [JxybenuaH MOXKeT 0TKa3aThCsl, I03TOMY O4eHb II0pafoBaiach TaKOMY
OTBETY.

"OtnuyHo. Korga Mbl BCTPETUMCS Ha MO€U [IePEeMOHNHU COBEPIIEHHOJIETHS, I PaCCKaxXy eH, KTO 5
Takasl, a 3aTeM IIPeAynpexy ee 00 3TOM ieMOHe".

[Toka BeaTpuc ropesna pemmMoCTb0, Makc IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOIO CECTPY U CKPUBUJICS.

"Ecnu TH 3afiyMalia ¥ fajbllie BCTpeuyaThes ¢ [IKyOennaH, 3T0 03HA4YaeT, YTO TH laxke He
CKpBIBaelllb CBOM HaMepPEeHHUs KUCIO0JIb30BaTh ee. {1 HUKOT{ia He IT03BOJII0 9TOMY CIIy4UThCS".

Kak TonbKo B3T/IsiAEl OpaTa U CECTPBI BCTPETUIUCH, MEXKIY HUMHU 3aCBEPKAJIA UCKPHL.

Iaxe He IOIO3PeEBast, UTO PSIOM C Hel pa3ropesnach ICUX0IoOruyecKas BorHa, [xxybenuaH
CTapaTesbHO IIBITaNach MOIaBUTh 3€BOK.

"1 ycrana. He Mory moXpmaThCsl TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTIa MOXKHO Oy[eT BepHYThCS IOMOU U IOCTIaTh".
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