COBepI.T.IeHHO TaK Xke, KaK 3T0 OBIJIO OIIMCAHO B CI0XKETe HOBEJIIHI, S yBHUOEJIa Iepen cobou
IIyraloIoero 4ejoBeKa, C TOJIOBEI JO HOT OOETOIr0 B KOBAHBIE TOCIIEXHU. B PYKe OH JepzxKall Med, I10
KOTOPOMY CT€EeKaJla ajlasi KPOBb.

¢ MonTya ycTaBHIaCh Ha Hero. [laXe eCly s IOMBITal0Ch YOeXKaTh, [JIT HEero He COCTABUT IPOOIIEMEI
MeHs ToiMaTh. Kak TOJIbKO OH MPUOIU3UICS KO MHE, s IOKOPHO 3aKphiia Ila3a. Haieroch, YTO TH
OTPYOHIIL MHE TOJIOBY OMHUM YIapoM, He 3aCTaBUB [OJIT0 MyYUThLCS. B 3TOT MOMEHT MO€ TeJI0 Pe3Ko
B3[IPOTHYJIO.

— Jlengu, ¢ Bamu Bce B nopsigke? [IoueMy BEHI BCA B IIOTY?

4 B3moxHYya ¢ oberuenreM, yBugeB 06eCIIOKOeHHOe JTUII0 M3puiInH, KoTopas cedyac CMOTpesia Ha
MEHS.

"Ox, Tak 310 OBLI cOoH. Kakoe cuacTee".
Skksk
Korga uMmnepaTop IpoYuTan IUCEMO, ITIOCIAaHHOe HAC/IeIHBIM IIPUHIIEM, Y HETO 3a[Ip0XKaik PYKH.

"BOT CYKHH CHIH, CTOJIbKO TSIHYJI BPeMs, a Teleph BAPYT pelins 00bABUTLCI. M TaXke He Hamucan
TOYHYIO JATy CBOETro MPUOLITUS".

B mucbMe mompo6HO M3JIAaraauch IPHYMHE 3aiepKKK. Ho TOCKOIBKY OTIIPaBUTEIEM IHChMa OBLT €T0
Mep3KWii ChIH, BCe 9TH ONpaBHOaHus elre 60JIbIle pa3mpaxkanu ero. Mmepatop B GelleHCTBe CKOMKAJT
IIHCHMO U Pa30pPBaJl €r0 Ha KIIOUKH.

— Tenepb, KOTroa OOWH IIPHUCIIAII coo01IeHre, 0CTAI0Ch JOXKAATHCS Apyroro.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KaOHMHET BOIIEI OOVH U3 CIYT X YTO-TO IIPOLIEIITAJl KaMEePOUHEDY. Tot
He3aMeOJIUTEIbHO ITOA0IIEeN K KMIIEPAaTOPYy U NOJIOXKHII:

— Barme BenmuuecTBo, mpubkL repuor dmoiieH.

YcpiiaB, YTO YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO OH TaK [OJITO XKIaJjl, HAaKOHEI[-TO IPUOBIT, UMIEPaTOP OTBETHI:
— Boycrurte ero.

OTKpHIB IBePh B KabrHeT, Peruc BoIiesn BHYTPb ¥ MOT4a MOKJIOHUIICS UMIIEPaTopy.

— Ila B30MMOET COJIHIIE Hal BETMKON UMIIEPUEN.

— ITo6po moxasnoBath, repuor ®noiieH. Tebe U3BECTHO, CKOIBKO 3TOMY HMIIEPATOPY IPHUIIIOCH TeOS
XKOaTh?

HeCMOTpH Ha ABHYIO HaCMEIIKY B CapKaCTH4YE€CKOM 3aM€4YaHNuHu UMIIePaTopa, Peruc orBetun eMy
COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MYTUMO.

— [puHoIy CBOM U3BUHEHHUS 3@ TO, YTO HE CMOT OBICTpee BCTPETUTHLCS C BaMU. B mocnenHue gHU
MHe U3PSIOHO HEe3[MOPOBUIOCH, KaK TEJIOM, TaK U AYIIOH...

Korga Peruc o0bsICHS IPUYUHY CBOET'0 OTCYTCTBUS, €TI0 BRIPaKeHue JIiila HU4eM He OTJINYanioCh OT
o0rryHOrO0. BpoBU UMIIEpaTopa HeoJOOPUTEIPHO HAXMYPHUJIIUCH.



"Ila, MHe He HPaBUTCS €ro IOBefleHue, HO ceiiuac HelogxXoasIiee BpeMsi, YTOOH BEIpaXkKaTh
HEyI0BOJILCTBUE".

Emy xotemock rpy6o o0pyraTs Peruca. Ho cefiuac 0HM HaXOOWIUCH Ha I'1a3aX y CIUIIKOM MHOTHX
JIIomen.

— 4 X04y MOTOBOPHUTE C TE€PIIOTOM Hae[WHe, TO3TOMY IIYCTh BCE BHIMIYT.
— Bkirodast MeHs1? — yTouHMI rpad [Tupekc, KOMaHOUP UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTPaXH.

B oTBeT uMmnepaTop JUIIL pa3fpakKeHHO MaxXHYJ pyKoi. Bckope B KaOMHETe 0CTaluCh TOJIBKO
uMIepaTop u repuor ®soieH. YcTaBuBIIKNCh Ha Perrca, uMmepaTop HaKOHEI-TO BEICKA3asl TO, YTO
OBLIIO Y HETO HA yMe.

— Teprror, TH CIIbIIIAN TIOCTIEOHNE HOBOCTHU?
— Kaxkue umMeHHO?

— B nocnenHee BpeMsi reHeparst JIEHHOKC yCUTIeHHO HabupaeT HOBBIX COfaT. [0BOPAT, UTO y HETO
MOTYT OLITh TaliHble HAMEPEHHUS.

Peruc Ovln 3HAaKOM C 3all[UTHUKOM I0Ta, TeHepasioM JIEHHOKCOM. DTOT YeJIOBEK ObIT BEITAIOIIUMCS
BOMHOM ¥ cTpaTeroM. K ToMy e, 0H ObIT 0OUeHb BEPEH UMIIEPUH ¥ 0YEHb JTI00UII CBOIO CTPAHY.

<IIpoury repuora ®nolieHa 3alUUTUATh CTONUILY.  BHIUTPAI0 OCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOHI C ceBepa
IIOJIOCIIENIO TIOOKPeIIeHne. >

B To Bpemsi 9T0 OBIIO He caMoe IIoxoe pelieHue. ['eHepasn JIeHHOKC IPUHSII €ro, yUUTHIBas
VHTEPEeCH UMIIEPUH, U OHO JEeUCTBUTENILHO IOMOIJIO 3al[UTUTh CTOIULY. TeM He MeHee, UMIIepaTop
He OLIeHWJI 10 JOCTOMHCTBY BEPHOCTH JIEHHOKCA, IIOCKOJIBKY TOT IIPOSIBIISI 6E€CIIOKOMCTBO 0
6e30macHOCTY HACJIeQHOT0 IPUHIIA.

— TaliHbIe HAMepeHus?
— Tebe uTo-HUOYOL M3BECTHO 06 9TOM?
"Pa3Be resepai JIeHHOKC He CIIyKUJI UMIIePaTOpPy BEPOU U NIPaBHOOM B caMble TSxKeJlble BpeMeHa?"

Peruc ycraBusics Ha uMIiepaTopa ¢ XKeCTKUM BelpakeHueM nuiia. MnepaTop 6pocus B3riIsan Ha
HalpsaxkeHHOro Peruca u ckasan:

— He ocMmenuBaenbcs cka3aTh, YTO OH 0OMaHbIBaJl MEHS, TaltHO Habupas U TPEeHUPYS OTPSAIEI
conmat?

Peruc mpepnmosnaran HEYTO TOmOOHOE.
"3HayuT, BOT [I0UYEMY OH BBI3BaJl MeHA?"

Peruc crosn ¢ HEeBO3MYTHMEIM JIMITOM, HO BHYTPH HET0 IIPOCHYTaCh TPEBOra. ITocuuTas ero
MOJTYaHME 3a MOJIOKUTEJILHBINA OTBET, HMIIEPATOpP HEJOBOJIEHO IIPOBOPYAI:

— Pa3Be He 04eBUAHO, YTO OH BHIHALIMBAET KAKOU-TO THYCHBIN 3aMbicesi? HaBepHsKa UMEHHO
II03TOMY OH COMBAET C TOJIKY HaCJIeJHOTO IIPUHIA, HacTpauBas ero MpOoTUB KMIIepaTopa.



Ycneimas 310, Peruc cinerka HaxMypuiics ¥ B3LOXHYIIL.
"TIpo6riemMa B TOM, YTO UeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM HOCAT TUTYJ UMIIepaTopa, CIIMIIKOM TITym".

Ve mecsTh JIeT, Kak reHepast JIEHOKC MBITAaeTCS YKPENUTh TPAHHUITE, 0XKHUIasi BTOPKEHUE U3 CTPAHEI
ParoH, ¢ KOTOPO¥ OHH COCECTBOBAIH Ha I0OTe.

— Baimre Benu4yecTBO, MOXKET Bbl COMHEBAETECH U B MOEU BEPHOCTH?

B otBeT Ha croBa Peruca ummepaTop CKPHUBUII JIIIO, a 3aTEM He3aMeTHO OPOCHJT B3TJISI Ha KOJIBII0
Oxo Llupueun, KOTOPOEe HOCKUII HAa CBOEM ITaJIbIle.

— KoHeuHO ke, 3TOT ©UMIIEPATOP HE COMHEBAETCSI B TBOEU BEPHOCTH.

OTu C/I0Ba IIPO3BYYaid YTBEPAUTENBHO, HO DX 3TOM OHU SIBJISJIUCH NIPEOYIPEXAEHUEM, YTO KaK
TOJIKO OH 00HApYKUT U3MEHY, TO Cpa3y e BHIPBET ee ¢ KopHeM. [Tornaxuas Kosbio Oko Lupien,
MMIIepaTop MOMHSIJI TOJIOBY U 3JI0BEle YIHIOHYIICS.

— Iloka y MeHs eCTb IIOBOMIOK, THI Bcerga Oy/els Ha MOeH CTOpPOHe.

Kak Tonsko Peruc ycnieimarn c0Bo "IIOBOJOK", Y HEr0 BHYTPHU IIOOHANACh BOJIHA XXapKoro ruesa. Ho
BCKOpPE OH YCUJIMEM BOJIUA IIONaBUJI KUMILIIYIO IPOCTh.

"Bpewms+ elne He IpUIIO".

BmecTo TOT0, 4TOGRI OTTAIUTh THEBHBIM B3TJISIIOM UMIlepaTopa, Peruc cierka omycTu Iiasa.
MmnepaTop pemuu, YTo eMy YAanoch 00eCKypaXkuTh CBOEr0 IPOTUBHUKA, TI03TOMY OH I'POMKO
paccmesincs.

— K coxarneHnuto, y MeHsI eCTb BCET0 OJUH MTOBOOK. KTO MOXKeT rapaHTHPOBATh, YTO BCE OCTAIbHEIE
OymyT MHe TaK Xe BepHHI?

Peruc noHss, Ha 4TO HaMeKaeT UMIIepaTop, ¥ MOJaBUJI BOIHY TOIIHOTEL.
"TBI XOUEIIh KCII0JIb30BATh MEHsI, YTOOBI pasgenaThCs C HUM".

Kak Ovl HU 00CTOSITTH [iefia C TeHepanoM JIEHHOKCOM, OH He coOOMpasIcs IIoMoraTh uMieparopy. U He
TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO 3TOT Y€JI0BEK HEYCTAaHHO 3allHUINall I'PaHUIE CTpaHbl. CyIlecTBOBala ellle OgHa
IPUYXHA, U3-3a KOTOPOi Peruc mpomoska KonebaThCsl.

"Ecnu s OTIPABIIOCH Ha 10T, TIe HaXO[UTCS reHepas JIEHHOKC, moe3[Ka 3aiiMeT JoJiroe Bpems'.

Emy notpebyeTcs He MeHbIIIe IEeCTH Mecs1eB. BromHe BO3MOXKHO, UTO OH HE YCIIEeT BEPHYTHCS K
IIEPEMOHUY COBEPIIIEHHOJIETUS CBOel nouepu. bonee TOro, y4uTHBas MEJIOYHYIO HATYPy
MMIIEPATOpPa, OH BIIOJIHE MOXKET BOCIIOIh30BaThCS OTCYTCTBUEM Peruca, 4ToOH YCTAHOBUTE CIIEXKKY
3a [IxybenuaH.

"Y MeHs 0CTasioch COBCEM MaJjio BpeMeHu".

Peruc cTtucHyn pyKy B KyJiak, He B CUAJIaX [IOAA@BUThL CBOY 'HeB. Y Torma uMIiepaTop MUPOKO
YNBIOHYJICS ¥ eMOHCTPATUBHO IIPOBEJI PYKOM 110 KOJbIly Ha CBoeM maibiie. Co cBoed
IIPOHUIIATENBHOCTEIO Peruc cpasy xe MOHSAI, YTO TeM CaMbIM UMIIEPATOP IBITAICS YIPOXAaTh eMY.



"IIymaels, s 6010Ch 3ToM mTyKu? BonBax".

I'ma3a Peruca cranu eme 6onee XOMOOHBIME, HO CO CTOPOHBI Ka3a/ioCch, OYOTO OH HU3KO OMYCTHII
TOJIOBY.

"Korpa-HuOyab 1 HEIIpeMeHHO Pa30pBy TeOs Ha KyCKU U OpOIIy Ha chefeHue rncam".
HmnepaTop, KOTopoMy ObIIM HeBeIOMEI MEIC/IM Peruca, CHOBa yNIBIOHYJICS U CKa3al:

— UrTak, npunercs Tebe CHOBA OTPYAUTHCH. ..

Bbywm!

B 9TOT MOMEHT IBeph C 'POXOTOM paclaxHyJlaCh HACTEXKE.

— [locToliTe, €CNA BHL...

YcnrinaB pacTepssHHBIM I'0JIOC KaMeprepa, He3BaHbI T'OCTh JIUIIh KOPOTKO OPOCHII OHO CJIO0BO.
— YOupaiics.

OTOT rojIoc IPo3Bydas HAaCTOILKO TPO3HO, YTO KaMeprep B cTpaxe cOexan. MmepaTop ¢ KAMEHHEIM
JIMIIOM YCTABUIICS Ha TONBKO YTO MOSIBUBIIETOCS YeloBeKa. HeCMOTpst Ha UCIIBITEIBAEMOE UM
pasapaxkeHue, OH He CTaJl BEI3BIBATh KOMaHAKMPA KMIIEPATOPCKON CTpaxu. YepHble JOCIeXH
BBITJISIIEITN TaK 3JI0BEIle, CJIOBHO B HUX OBLT Of€T PHIIApb-CKeJeT.

— Kaxk TvI 3gech oKas3alcs?..

B3rnsiHyB Ha U3yMJIEHHOTO UMIIEPATOPa, HE3BAHKIN T'OCTh CHSIJI C TOJIOBH IIieM. M Torma OTKPHIIOCH
Oe3ynpeyHo KpacuBOe JIUI0, KOTOPOe Ipexkye OBUIO CKPHITO IIOf MIJIEMOM. DTOT YeJIOBEK YCTaBUIICS
Ha UMIlepaTopa CBOUMHU 0arpoBEIMU I'Jla3aMU U CKa3all:

— JlaBHO HEe BUIEIHUCE.
JInno uMmIepaTopa UCKa3uIoCh B MPauyHOU IprMace, U OH IIPOM3HEC UMS He3BaHOI'0 TOCTS:
— MakcuMuInaH.

XoTsl UMIIepaTop IMPOXM3HEC UMs CBOEro COOCTBEHHOI'O ChIHA, B €T0 T'0JI0CE He MPO3ByYasio HU JI00BH,
HU [IPUBSI3aHHOCTH.

— OtnpaBneHHOe TOOOM MUCHMO MIPUOBIIO0 3TUM YTPOM. Kak Tak BHIIIIO, YTO THI y2Ke OKa3acs
30eCh? — IIPOH3UTEIbHO BOCK/IMKHYI uMnepatop. HecMoTps Ha 9T0, MakcC BHITJIIAET COBEPIIEHHO
CIIOKOMHEIM.

— YTO0 X, 5 OTIPaABUJI TOHIIA, ¥ BEIEXAJ CPa3y MOCIIe 3TOrO.

— THI cyuTaemb, YTO 3TO HOPMAJIBHO. ..

WMmepaTop mOmbITANICS OTYUTATh €r0, HO MaKC MPUCTaIbHO TOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO ¥ BO3PA3UIT:
— PasBe MHe nyue 65110 OB IPUEXATh 103XKeE?

Ero Hu3KuM, MOX0XKUM Ha pEIYaHue roJI0C U CBUPEIBIN B3I HAallOMUHAIU O JUKOM 3Bepe.



I/IMr[epaTop, KOTOprfI OXHUOall YBUOETh CBOETO ChIHA TAKKM K€ ITOKJIAAUCTBIM, KaK HECKOJIBKO JIET
Ha3ald, HEMHOI'O paCTepsJICH.

"Kakoe pa3odapoBaHue. TOIBKO TOAYMaTh, UTO 3TOT IapeHb, KOTOPOTO 5 BEI3BAJI CI0fla, YTOOH
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh I'epliora, BEIPOC TaKUM HeoOy3JaHHBIM 3BepeM".

VMIepaTop IEITAJICS BHIIISNETh CIIOKOMHEIM U HeBO3MYTHUMEIM, HO YTPOKAIOIAs aypa ero ChiHa
OKa3biBajla Ha HEero CHIbHOe mapieHue. OH BTalHe 0Iacajcs, 4YTO ero CHIH MOXET COPBAaThCS U
HAIlacTh Ha Hero. Y mMIepaTopa Iepecoxyio ropjo, HO OH BCe Xe CKa3all:

— B mo6om criydae, 00BIYHO BU3UTEL HAHOCAT CIIYCTSI HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsi, YTOOH IaTh BpeMs Ha
IIOATOTOBKY. JTO IPOTUB STUKETA.

Korpa Makc yciellian 3T4 Cj10Ba UMIlepaTopa, TO UIMHUYHO ITogyMait: "M 3TOT 4esloBeK MOU OTelr".

HewnsBeCcTHO, MEITAJICS JIM MaKC CKPEITh CBOM MCTHHHBIE MBIC/IH WJIM HET, HO B €r0 ryla3ax MOsIBUIOCH
pe3peHue.

— Ho, otet, pa3Be He nyuiie 651710 TPUOHITH CIOJIa KaK MOXKHO OBICTPEe, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH! TIHYTh
BpeMs?

ITom maBneHueM ‘-IynOBPII.T.IHOfI dYPEHI CBOETO ChIHA, UMIIEPAaTOP Ha MI'HOBEHHE 3dCThIJI, HO IIOTOM OH
IIOCIIEIINJI BO3PA3UTh:

— ¢ BroyiHE MOT TTOOXKAATh 1apy AHed!
— Y0 X, B crepymomui pa3 s Oyny BHUMAaTEIbHEE.

HOJ’IY‘-II/IB OT CBOETO ChIHa 0oJlee-MeHee HpI/IeMHeMHﬁ OTBET, UMIIEPATOP OCTaJICA JOBOJIEH. Hemnoro
paCCJ'Ia6I/IBH.II/ICB, OH CKa3all:

— Torpma MoxeIns UATA. MHe HyKHO KOe-4T0 00CYOuTh ¢ repiorom ®noiieHoMm. MH ellle He
3aKOHYHUIN Pa3roBop.

Korga umnepaTtop gorosopui, Makc u3yMJIEHHO IOBEPHYII TOJIOBY.
"HacTtaBHukK?"

TonbKo ceiiuac oOpaTUB BHUMaHUE Ha JIMYHOCTh YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM CTOSIII ITepefi UMIIEPATOPOM,
Makc CunbHO U3MEHUJICS B JIUIIE.

"U3 BCcex mome..."

HOCKOJ’IBKy €r0 YUYHUTEJIA II03BaJIX CI0da, CKOpee BCEro UMIIepaTopPy YTO-TO CTAaJI0O U3BECTHO, HECMOTDA
Ha TO, 4YTO OHH CTapPaJIMCh ITIOMEMIATh OTIIPABKE U IIOJIYy4EHHIO TIOOBIX TTHUCEM.

Makc 6pocut Ha CBOEro HaCTaBHUKa HeOOOOPUTE IbHbIM B3TJISIA U CHOBA YCTABUJICS Ha CBOETO OTIIa.
— O 4yeM BB pa3roBapuBamu?

BcTpeTHBIINCE B3TISIIOM ¢ MaKCOM, HMIIEPATOP PEe3KO0 B3TOXHYII. ITOT B3TJISAM OKA3aJICsS HACTOJIBKO
KPOBOXKAMHEIM, UTO OH flaxe 3a0bl1 0 mpobieMax ¢ JIeHHOKCOM Ha IoTe.

"Uto 51 Oymy c HUM [efiaTh, €CJIA OTIIPABIIO repliora Ha ior?.."



OTa MBICITb, HECMOTPSI HY Ha 4TO, GBIZIa IOCTAaTOYHO IIyTatolrel. UMIepaTop co CTpaxoM MOCMOTpen
Ha CBOETO CHIHA.

— Baiiie BBICOYECTBO, 5 OONMXKEH IIOJIY4YHUTh Y €TI0 BEJIN4YECTBa TaWHBIN IIpUKa3. Haperocs, BeI OCTaBUTE
HaC HaeguHe.

HMnepaTop 4yTh He 3aJ0XHYJICA OT PAgOCTH, YCIBIIIAB 3TU CJI0oBa repuora ®mnoiieHa.
"Ila, ybupaiicsa oTciofa nodsictpee!"

Ho HacnegHBbINM IPUHI] BOBCE He COOMPAICs IIOKOPHO UCIONHATh UX XKeJlaHHe.

— lepror ®moiieH, BBl OCMeIUINCh TPUKA3HIBATh IPHUHITY KPOBH?

B MraoBeHue OKa HaClIeTHBIN IIPUHIT YCTABUJICA Ha repiiora CBOMMU KPAaCHBIMHU I'Jla3aMH. Ho
OTBETHBIN B3I repiora oKa3ajiCsd TaKUM XKe APOCTHBIM.

— Torpma mMo3BoOJIbTE MHE IIOMHTEPECOBATLCS, pa3Be Bhl Ceryac He OCIyIIaTIuCh UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO0
IpuKasa’?

Korpga reptuior ynoMsiHya 00 UMIepaTOPCKOM IIpPUKa3e, HaclIeqHBIN IPUHIl MOT4a ITepeBesl B3I Ha
uMIiepaTopa. Ha aTOT pa3 y uMmeparopa repexBaTUo OblXxaHue, U OH IIOTBITAJICS OTBECTHU Tila3a.

— Orew, yBUOUMCS II03XKeE.

Korpga HacnegHBINM MPUHIL IOBEPHYJICS ¥ BHIIIEN U3 KaOWHETa, UMIIEPATOp CHOBA TOCMOTPEN Ha
repiora ®rnoreHa.

"Tla, Tenepb, KOTHA y 9TUX ABOMX BO3HUK KOH(MDIIUKT, Mydlle Bcero OymeT BOCIOTb30BAThCS ITUM,
4yTOORI ellle 6O0JIbIlle CTPABUTh UX MEXOY COOOM.

PemmutenbHO mocMoTpeB Ha reprora ®norveHa, UMIIepaToOp CKa3at:
— IToka 4To 3TOT UMIIePaTOp MopydyaeT Tebe 3aIUTy CTOTHIIHL.
Peruc KMBHYJ TOJI0BOM. YTOJIOK €r0 pTa IPUIOIHSJICS B KPUBOH YITHIOKE.

"Braromaps emy, mpo6ieMa HeOXKUOAHHO pelInniach”.
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