OHU IOCTEeNeHHO UCYe3/IM U3 BUAY, 0CTaBUB Muxasssa mo3aaiu.
n '?II
3HAYUT, Teneph Tl OOJIbIIE MEHS He JTIIO0HUIIIh?

Korpma oH BCITOMHMIT 3TH IIIOKUPYIOIIHE CI0BA, BCE €T0 TEJI0 3agpoKaiio oT rHeBa. OH YyBCTBOBAI
ce0s Tak, Oy[TO ero npepani.

<He cTout 6oJbIlle 3aBOAUTH CO MHOM PA3rOBOPOB, IIOTOMY UTO 51 OOJIbIIE HE JKeJIal0 KMETh C BaMU
HU4Yero ooIero.>

On COBEPHIEHHO HE MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TU CJIOBaA CJIETEJIX C TEX XKe FY6, KOTODPEIE€ HIEIITalIk eMY O
m00BU. Muxasihb OIIyCTHIJI I'lIa3a U KPEIIKO CXKall PYKY B KyJIdkK.

"He cMmeru MeHsd. f HUKOTr{a C 3TUM He CMUPIOCh".

B 9T0 MTHOBEHUE KTO-TO CXBATHUJI €0 3a 3ansicThe. [I04yBCTBOBAB IPUKOCHOBEHNE HEXKHEIX IAJIBIIEB,
Muxaanb cpa3dy ke OBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, 0Xuaas yBumeTsh [[xxybenunan. Ho BCKope ero U0 3aCThUIO.

— Jlopg Muxasnb, C BaMU BCe B IIOPSATKe?
[Ipu nosiBnieHuu BepoHuKY Muxasib IOYYBCTBOBAJI CUIIBHOE pPa3fpaXkKeHue.
— He HyXKHO NIOCTOSIHHO JIUIIHYTh KO MHE. OTO Y2KaCHO HEIIPUATHO.

OH CTpSAXHYN ee PYKY U yiell. BepoHuKa ycTaBuIach B yAaISIONIYIOCS CIUHY Muxasns ¢
HEeJOBEPYUBHIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUIIA.

Ona He CMOrJIa yepXKaThCs OT CIIe3.
"Kak THI MOXKeIIb TaK MMOCTYIaTh CO MHOM?" — Kano0HO BCXJIMIILIBas, ITIOAyMala OHa.
<IloToMy 4TO MeHs TOXKe YaCcTO UTHOPUPOBAIU.>

Korpa BepoHuKa ycrnbliiana 3To, OHa Pa303jIUiach, IOTOMY UTO pellnia, YTO Hafl Held IOCMESJIUCh.
Ho Teneps oHa 3Hana npasay. BcrioMHUB BeIpaxkeHue a3 neau ®novieH, Korga OHa IPOM3HOCUIIa
9TH CJI0Ba, BepoHUKa uCHbITana COYyBCTBUE K HEW.

"Q, THI TOXKE UCIHITHIBAJIA TOOO0HOE... SICHO".
[Imauymas BepoHrKa rOpbKO pacCcMessach.
keksk

— BkycHo?

B oTBeT Ha Mo BOIIpoc Makc KUBHYII.

— la.

IHomxHO OBITH, 6J1ar011ap;{ TOMY, 9TO OH OBITT OYEHb KPACHUBHEIM YEJIOBEKOM, €TI0 MdHEPEI BO BpeMA €bL
Ka3aJIMCh O4Y€Hb IIPHUBJIEKATEJIBHEIMU M PAJOBAJIX T'JIa3. Ceiitgyac oH OBIJI TOX0XK Ha OOHY U3 TeX
3HAMEHUTOCTEH, KOTOPEIX A KOT'ma-TO BUOEJIa 110 TEJIEBU30DY.

"Ecnu OBl y MeHs 3[iech ObII MHTEPHET, s1 CMOTJIa ObI 3apaboTaTh Ky4y meHer. [ 9Toro MHe OBIIO



OBl JOCTAaTOYHO 3aBECTU KaHAJ Ha I0Ty0e, IOCBAIIEHHbIN JeTyCTaluy NUPOXKHEIX".
[TpenaBasicy HenensIM GaHTa3UgM, 1 caMa He 3aMeTHJIa, YTO [IPUCTaIbHO yCTAaBUIach Ha HETO.
— IloyeMy THI TaK CMOTPHUIIL Ha MEHS?

— O, g xorena Tebe KOe-4TO CKa3aTh, — OTBETUTIA .

OH NOmHA TOJIOBY U B3TJISIHYJ Ha MeHs. Ha ero ry6ax BUIHENUCH OCTATKU KpeMa.

— YT0 uMeHHO?

Ycnpimas ero BOnpoc, g B3MOXHyJIa.

"BynmeT nu 3TOT yIpsAMel] CIyllaTh MeHsa?"

B Tex cmydasx, Korpa oH 3abpasicsl Ha iepeBo WM YCTPOUII CCOpy ¢ MuxasjeM, ero nopefeHue OO
cUIIKOM 6e3pacCymHBIM U HecepXKaHHBIM. YeCTHO TOBOPS, S aXke Cepbe3HO MOAyMEIBalia, He
PacTOPTHYTH JIU MHE C HUM KOHTPaKT. Ho MOCKONBKY OH IOMOTajl MHE UCKITIOUUTEIIbHO 110 o6poTe
IVIIEBHOM, 51 pellnia MONEITaThC Iepey0enuTh ero.

— B 6ymymem st xoTesna 651, YTOOH B TPUCYTCTBUYU APYTHX JIIOEH TH Bell ce0s1 0CTOPOXKHeEe.

— WMeHHO IIO3TOMY A CTapPaJICAd OePZXKaTbCA YBAXKHUTEIBHO, KOT'Id MEI ObLIIM Ha ITIOOAX, — CIIOKOMHO
OTBETHUIJI OH.

— Her, 51 He 06 3TOM... a HACUeT TOro, YTO MPOU30LII0 ¢ Muxasnem.
HaxMypuBIIKCh, OH YCTABUJICS Ha MEHS, Kak Oy[ITO He IOHSJI, YTO S XOUy 9TUM CKa3aTh.
— YT0 B 3TOM TAaKOTr'0 HEIIPABUJILHOT0?

— Ecnu TH u manbine 6ymens cebsi TaK BECTH, TO MOXKEIIIb [TOMACTh B HEIPUSATHOCTH, — OECIIOKOSICh
3a Hero, 00bSICHUIIA S.

Ho oH o4eHb IMHUYHO OTBETHJI Ha MOHU CJIOBA.
— HeyxXenu TH fiyMaelllb, YTO MEHS MOXKeT IMOOUTh TaKoi Cc1abblii TapeHsb?

OH BRITTISIAENT TAKUM BEICOKOMEPHBIM C 3TOM CBOeH HUYeM He0OO0CHOBAHHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO, UTO S
CHOBa B3[OXHYyJIa.

— Her, meno He B aTOM.

B sToM Mupe ObIT He IeMOKPATHYECKUN CTPOH, a abCoMI0THAsE MOHapXUsi. PeanbHOCTh ObINIa TAKOBA,
YTO OOBIYHEIE JIIOOY HUYETo He MOTJIM BO3Pa3uTh, aXkKe eCJId C HUMHU IOCTYIaJX 00 TaKOM CTeIeHU

HEeCIIPaBe[IJINBO, YTO Y HUX U3 I'JIa3 TEKJIM KPOBaBhle Clie3kl. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3[MECh JIIOAK EeJIUIIUChH
Ha COIlMaJIbHBIE KJIACCHI.

— Ecnu TH nogHUMeEIIb PYKY Ha 671arOpOIHOTO YeJioBeKa...

4 meITanack OOBICHUTD €My, 4YTO €CIIh IIPOCTOJIIOOVH, BHE 3aBUCHUMOCTHU OT IIPUYNHEI, IOMHUMET PYKY
Ha 3HATHOT'O 4YeJIOBEKa, 3TO 6YJ16T IIPOTHBO3aKOHHO. Ho on IIpoCTO HGpGGI/IH MEHs, OTMaXHYBIINUCH OT
MOHX CJIOB, 6y,'[[TO BOBCE He KeJlaJl uX CIIyIIATh.



— OH Takoi cmabak, 4To Y MeHs He BO3HMKIIO Ol Mpo6ieM, maxe eciid Okl uX OBITIO HecsTepo.

Bompoc 3aki0yasncs He B TOM, KTO OKaxKeTcs mo0eguTesieM, a KTO POUTPABIINM. f TSKeo
B3[OXHYJIa M3-3a TOT'0, YTO OH HUKAK HE MOXKET YJIOBUTh CYTh MOMX CJIOB.

"Kakasi pa3Hulla, HACKOJIbKO Thl CUJIEH, B€Ib TBOM MPOTUBHUK — apPUCTOKpaT".

Korpa s cracanma Makca ot 6apoHa ['opgoHa, MeHSI ITepeIoHsia 3JI0CTh, II03TOMY 51 OKa3alia Ha Hero
IaBJIeHNe, UCII0NIb3ys CBoe Gojiee BHICOKOE MOJI0KeHue B 001iecTBe. BOT moyeMy OH gaxe He MOT CO
MHOU IIOCIIOPUTE.

Ho Takoe BO3MOXKHO JUIIb MEXKIY OBYMS IIPEACTaBUTEISIMU BHICIIET0 Kiacca. CTOUT TOJIBKO
IIPOCTOJTIIOAMHY OCKOPOUTH apUCTOKPATa, KakK ero apecTyIoT U MOTYT [Jaxe JIMIIUTD I'0JIOBEL. [T09TOMy
IIPOCTHIM JIIOMISIM ITPHUXOAUIIOCh MUPUTHCS C HECIIPaBeIJIMBOCTHIO.

Bce 370 BpeMs s xoTena, YTOOLI 9TOT HAWMBHBIM YYEHUK MOET0 OTIA KU1 MUPHO U CUACTJIUBO.
— Ho Bemp TH BCe paBHO MOKEIIh IIOCTPAAATh.

— Hy u 4T0 Takoro, ecnu s nocTpagam?

¢ cama He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK Havasla MTOBHIIIATh I'OJIOC.

— Ho Benp 51 Toxke 3a Te6s 6ecriokoiocs! [ToaToMmy...

[Tocrne aToro st cobupanach cka3aTh emy: "[loxkanyiicrta, Bemu ce0st Xopo1o, YTOOk He BIUIHYTH B
HempusaTHOCTH". Ho B 3TO MrHOBEHHE 5 3aMETHUIa, YTO OH YCTABUJICS Ha MEHSI CO CTPAaHHBIM
BEIPAKEHUEM JIHIIA.

— Ter1 Gecriokounack, 4To s MOTY IIOCTPafaTh?
— O... BepHO.

4, KoHeuHo, 6ecrokounack. Ho MeHst 6oblile TPEBOXKUIIO HE TO, YTO €70 PAHSAT, @ YTO OH BIIUIIHET B
HeNPUATHOCTY U JIMIIKTCS TOJI0BHL. HacTymuio HeloBKOe MONTYaHue, ITOCTIe Yero OH HaXMYPHIICS.

— Ilouemy?

Ero romoc npo3Bydan pe3Ko, Kak Ha JOIpPOce, 0TYEro ¥ MeHS IEPeCcoXyio B TOpIie.

— 41 He x0uy, YTOOHI C OKPYKAIOUIIMHA MEHS JIIOIbMU CITYYUI0Ch YTO-TO IIJIOXO0E.

— Ho Benp 51 yxke cka3an Tebe, YTO CO MHOM HUYEro He CITy4YUTCS.

[Toxoxke, yUeHUK MOETO0 OTIla OYeHb YBePEeH B CBOMX HaBLIKAX.

Ha aToT pas 4 pelmnuia gaTh €My IPSMOM OTBET, ellle pa3 IIOBTOPUB CKa3aHHbLIE paHee CJIOBa.
— Kakum OBl THI HY OBIJT CUJTBHBIM ¥ CTIOCOOHBIM, BCE PAaBHO MOKEIh POUTPATh.

[To croxeTy HOBEJIH 51 Oblna 671aropofHOM ey, eOUHCTBEHHOM J0Yepbio repliora, KOTOporo B
CTpaHe cyuTasnu repoeM. Ho B camblil pellaolirnii MOMEHT BCE OTBEPHYJIUCH OT MEHS. B KOHIle
KOHIIOB, 51 OKa3aJlach B Y2KaCHOM ITOJIOKEHUH, eMUHCTBEHHBIM BEIXOIOM K3 KOTOPOTO OBbIJIa CMEPTS.



— JlaxKe ecnu TH OYEHDb TaJlaHTIINB U YM€EH, BCE PAaBHO HE CIIEOyET OBITH U3JIUIIIHE YBEPEHHEIM B
CBOMX BOSMOZKHOCTAX UJIX CTATycCe. Ecnu TH 3aBegelllb MHOXKECTBO Bparos, OHK 6YI[YT IMOO2KHUJATh
TOI'O MOMEHTa, KOI'la Thl CTaHEeIllb crabbIM 1 YA3BUMBIM, yTOOBI HaHEeCTH TeOe OTBEeTHHIH yoap.

"$1 Bce-Taku BbIpa3ujia CBOM MBIC/IH, HO 3TO OBIJIO HEJIerko".
Y Torpma oH yCTaBWICS Ha MEHS C CEpbe3HLIM BhIDaKEHUEM JIULIA.
— He nonsn.

Mou cnoBa ObIIM UCKPEHHUMHU U LIUTH OT CaMOT0 CepAlla, I09TOMY 51 pacTepsiyiach, YCIBIIIaB TaKOU
IPUMUTHUBHBIN U IPYOBIN OTBET.

"Ia, y Hac cnuuIkoM 0oJibllasd pa3Hulla B cTaTyce U o6pa3oBaHuu. Ho dero elife 0KKWgaTh, OH BeIb C
CaMOT0 HayaJla pa3roBapuBajl CO MHOM 0e3 BCAKMX (HhopManTbHOCTEH".

4 pemuna moka 3aBepIIUTL Pa3roBOP.
— JlagHo, celfuac 9TO He TaK BaXHO.
Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT 0H HeOPEKHO IIPOU3HEC:

— Tl Xo4elb cCKa3aTh, YTOOB B TBOEM MIPUCYTCTBUU S He TIOOHUMAJT PYKY Ha OBOPSH, HaxXKe eClIi OHU
CIIPOBOLIMPYIOT MEHSA?

Moe nu1io BHe3aIHO 3aCTHUIO. f He 0XKUfaa, YTO OH BHE3AITHO AacT MHe IIPaBUIbHEIN 0TBeT. Ha
MTHOBEHHeE 51 HAXMYPHJIach, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO YyBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 COUTOM C TONKY.

"Yro? { mymara, 4TO THL HUYEro He IIOHAJ U3 TOr'0, YTO 5 CKa3asa. BEIXOOUT, Ha caMOM [eJie ThHl BCe
moHA?"

[Tocrne 3TOT0 Yy MEHS MPOCHYIUCh HEKOTOPHIE TTO03peHus. [I0IKHO OBITh, OH

ceidac IOCTABUT KAaKOe-TO YCJIOBHE, Ha KOTOPOe ST He CMOTY COTJIAaCUThCSI.

— 3HAYMUT, TH CHIe/Iaellb MHE OfOJIKEeHue?

— Xopot111o0, ¢ 9THX TIOpP S He CTaHy CpaXKaThCs B TBOEM IPUCYTCTBUU, — CPA3y 2Ke OTBETHUII OH.

XoTs 3TO MPO3BYyYasio HE CIUIIKOM ITPaBHOMOA00H0, HO, IT0 KpaHe# Mepe, 9TOT BOIPOC TEIEPh OBIT
yaxKeH.

"JlagHO, Teneps HyXKHO..."

4 mocTana CBOU HOCOBOM IIJIATOK U Ilepefasia eMy. B3sgB ero B pyK#, OH CIIPOCHIT:

— Ilouemy THI mana ero MHe?

U Torga s ckasasa eMy TO, YTO He JaBajlo MHE I[I0KOS Ha IIPOTSIXKEeHUU BCEro pas3roBopa.
— BrITpu KpeM co cBoux ryo0.

ITocre aTOrO OH CO CKPHUBUBIINMCHA JIUIIOM BBITED KPEM.

)%k



Bepnysmuch K cebe gomol, Makc mokadan TOJI0BOM.
"Tel mymarsa, 4TO 5 IOTEPIUIIO TopaXkKeHue 0T KOro-To Bpoge Hero?"

Makc TepneTh He MOT, KOT{la er0 IPHHUMAJIH 3a cJ1aboro u 6ecroMoIHoro yenopeka. OH cTapascs,
4yTOOBI HU Y KOTO [laKe He BO3HUKJIIO TAKOTO IIPEOI0KEHHUS.

"Eciiu He CYUATATh CBOETr0 HaCTaBHUKA, 1 HUKOTJja HUKOMY He IIPOUTpHIBail”.
Ho Teneps UMeHHO [0Yb HaCTaBHUKA HE[OOLIEHUBaa €ro, IbITasCh 3al[UTUTh.
<Ho Bens s Toxke 3a Tebs 6ecrokoiock! IToaTomy...>

Bckope oH pacxkai CBOU KyJIaku.

"¢l merCTBUTENbHO HE MOTY IIOHSTh".

HeCMOTpH Ha BO3HHUKIIIEE HENOPAa3yMEHNe, OH He YyYBCTBOBAJI cebs OCKOpGJ’IeHHBIM. bonee Toro, o
TOTOB ORI JIOBUTH KaXK0€ CJIOBO, CJIETEBIIEE C 3THUX aJIbIX ry6

"Yro, 4epT BO3bMH, CO MHOU He Tak?"

[Tpexme ero BOJIHOBAJI TO K€ CaMBIX BOIPOC. Ho CKONMBbKO OBl OH HE PAa3MBIIIS, €My HUKAK He
yaaBaJioCch HaWTH Ha HET0 OTBET. MaKC HaXMypPHUJICS, YCTAaBUBIINCH Ha KOPOOKY C TUPOKHBIMHU,
KOTOPYIO Ha IpolaHue Bpyuusa emy [xybenuaH.

— ¢ HeHaBUXKY cnagkoe. [IoBepUTh HE MOTY, YTO MOIYYHUI OT TeOsT TakoW OECIOIe3HbIH MOapoK.

HeCMOTpH Ha HeOOBOJIbHOE BOPYaHHEe, €TI0 B3TJIAMO, KOTOpHﬁ OBIT IIPUKOBAH K KOpOGKe C
IMAPOXKHBIMUA, HEMHOT'O CMATYHUIICH.

B 9Ty MUHYTY OTKDPEIIACh OABEPh U B KOMHATY BOIIIIA (Dpe3I/I${.

— 4 xoTesna Koe-4To COOOIIXTH 110 IIOBOAY TOTO, YTO BHI IIOPYYMIM MHE y3HATh B MIPOIINIEIA pas... O!
OTKyZna B3SUIUCh 3TU IUPOKHEBIE?

Kak Tonbko ®pe3us 3amasna 3TOT BOIPOC, MakC IIOBEPHYJICI K HEl.

— HeBaxHo.

HecmoTps Ha To, 4TO Makc oTaesnancs HeOpeKHBIM OTBETOM, €T0 B3TJIS He OTPHIBAJICS OT KOPOOKH.
B nyue ®pe3uu 3apoguioch HEKOTOPOe IpeadyBCTBUE.

"Ecnu s OTPOHYCH OO 9TUX ITUPOKHEIX, CKOpPee BCero, MeHs 0xXumgaeT ObIcTpast CMepTh".

®pe3us B3OpPOruya u mpobopMoTana:

— O, pa. Torma mepBBIM [I€JI0M, 51 paCCKaXy BaM...

Ho B cnenyiomee MraoBeHre Ope3usi CHOBa B3[POTHYJIa, KOTHa ee HeOXUAaHHO repedun Makc.

— Onu pgoporue. UYTo Xe MHE C HUMH OelaTh?

Ycnbias 9To, ®pe3usi CMyTHIach, HO BCe XKe IocTapasiach yIbIOHYThCA U CKa3aa:



— [la, BepHO.
Ho B3rnsgm Makca cTaj HanpsizKeHHBIM, Kak OyTO eMy He IIOHPaBHUJICS ee OTBeT.
— l'oBOpAT, YTO B TBOEM CaJIOHE MOAAIOT JIy4Illie Yau U JeCepTHL.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO cajioH MafiaM ®pe3uu BCero JUlllb CITyKUJT IPUKPHITHEM 17 cbopa
nH(pOPMalMK, BCE PaBHO OH CUMTAJICS CAMBIM KPYIIHBIM U U3BECTHHIM B CTOJIHIIE.

“TBI XO4eIllb CKa3aThb, YTO S JOJIXKHA MOXBA/INTh 3TH MUPOXKHBEIE?"

@pesnﬂ HHUKAK He MOTJIa ITOHATH CMEICII ITPOMCXOOSIIET0, IIOCKOJIBKY €€ I'OCIIOOWH BCerga HEHaBU eIl
crnagkoe. Tem He MeHee, OHa OTKpPEIJIa POT B CKa3alla:

— BHe BCIKNX COMHEHHUU, OHU IIPOCTO BENTUKOJIEITHO YKPAIIIEHEI. KHYGHI/IKa TO2K€ BEITJTIAOUT O4YEHb
CBeXel. la, s YBE€DPEHA, YTO TaKHe ITNPOKHBIE MO2KHO HAWTH TOJHKO B JIy4IIuX 3aBEeJEeHUAX.

OHa He CKa3aJla HuYero 0Co6@HHOr0, HO IIOCTIe ee CJIOB Ha Jiuile MaKca I0sSIBUIIACh YIkIOKa.
®pe3us clerka HaxXMypHuiIacs.

"f1 yBepeHa, UTO 3TH NMUPOXKHBIE OH TOIy4Yun oT genu dnoier", — nogymaina ®pesus, 6e30uMb60YHO
yrafiaB IPOUCXOXKEeHUE JECEPTOB.

— Ope3usi, — BHE3AMMHO OKJIMKHYN ee Makc.
— [la, g cnyiIato.

[ToyyBCTBOBAB, YTO OH XOYET YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OHA C CEPHE3HKEIM BUIOM OXKHUMAlla, TOKA OH 3aTOBOPHT.
Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi Makc IpOU3HEC:

— 3a BeCh TBOU TSXKEJLIY TPY[, 1 B Harpagy gam Tebe 0CoOeHHEIE... TUPOXKHEIE.
YcnrlmaB 9TU HeBepOATHEIE ClI0Ba, Ppe3ns He [IOBepUia CBOUM YIIaM.
"“TBI TOBOPUIIIB, YTO OTHAIIL MHE CBOM APAarolleHHbIe MUPOXKHELIE?"

Y Hee OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO JIeHET, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIa II03BOJIUTL cebe KymuTh I00bie TupoxHEIe. Ho
TIOCKOJIBKY 3TO OB ITePBHIM TUYHBIN MOJapoK MakcuMunuana, ®pe3us 4yBCTBOBAIA, YTO OHU OBLIN
0COOEHHEIMHU.

— Cnacub6o. { oueHb I1eHI0 9T0, — KMBHYB I'OJI0BOM, 0TBeTHIa Ppe3us.
— He emn ux Bce. [TonoBrHa MoSI.
Ycnpias 3t0, dpe3uss HaXMypUiIacs.

"Pa3Be ThI He XOTEJI OTAATh MHE BCe MUPOXKHEIE? TH XKe He JIIOOUIIL clafKkoe".
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