OCTOpPOKHOCTb HUKOTIA He ImoMelaeT. [1ociie 3Toro CIy4yuscs elle oguH o0Basl, IIpaBaa, He TaKou
MOIIHBIY, KaK IPEeObIayIIIN.

[ITao Cioans He cobupasncs yXomuTh 00 paccBeTa. JIydiie ObIIO NOKAATHCS BOCXOMa COJIHIIA, BEOh
TIEPEOBUTATHLCS B TEMHOTE OBLIO HEYOOOHO, 1a ¥ JOPOTY PasTsaeTh CJI0XKHO.

Ero npecnemoBany, OH YKJIOHSJICS OT CHEXXKHOM JIaBUHEI, TakK monro 6exan... CTousno emy
paccnabuThCs, KaK HaBaJIUIACh YCTAIOCTh U TOJIO.

OH OB TOJIOMIeH, U3MOTaH, HO BCE PABHO BRIHYKIEH OBLI COXPAHSATh OJUTEILHOCTh, OIIacasiCh
HempeaBUAeHHHIX yrpo3. IToaTomy Illao Cioanb mpo ce6st HECKOMBKO pa3 o6pyran ®asi, KOTOPHIH
HaBJIEK HA HUX BCE 9T HEMPHUSTHOCTH.

Y Hero ¢ co6o# ObIT KyCOK MsiCa, HO OH IIOTEPSUI eT0 BO BpeMs OerctBa. OH HoIIyman ce0si ¥ MELIoK
U3 MKYPHL. BHYTPH NTeKall MoCIeNHUY HAaKOHEYHUK U THIKBA-TOPJISTHKA.

ThIKBa C KPOBBIO YETHIPEXKIIEIKOTO KabaHa Oklyia HeOOIbIIOT0 pa3Mepa, ¥ KPOBU TaM 0CTaBalIoCh
HeMHOr0. Ma¥ no0aBul Tyfa COK KaKOH-TO TpaBhl, YTOOL KPOBH HE CBEPHYJIACH.

Cpenas rnotok, Ilao Croans nIpoTAHYI TEKBY Mao. TOT BEITJIIIEN ellle XyXKe, 4eM OH caM. Bce, 4To y
HEero 0CTaJ0Ch, 3TO KaMeHHBIM HOXK. OCTallbHOEe OH pacTepsis 110 LOPOore.

axe 6e3 Msica IIOTOK KPOBU YETHIPEXKJILIKOTO KabaHa HEMHOT'0 BOCCTaHOBUII CUJIBL. Mao oryispencs
u cupocun Illao CroaHns: — Kak gymaeis, May u ocTaibHblE HAUAYT HAC?

— He 3Har0.

Ecnu Gbl 9T0 OBIJIO B APYTOM MECTe — B [IOJIMHE, KOTJIOBUHE UJIH B JIECY, KOTOPHIN OHM ITPOXOIUIIH
pansIie, — Ma#, cKopee Bcero, Haien Obl uX 1Mo ciaemaM. Ho 3mech, B CHerax, MHOTHE CJIeIBl 3aMesio
naBuHOM. K TOMy ke, KOTla UX IpeciiefoBai Komounil yepHoiii Betep, [llao Cioanb nobexka 1o
OTIpenesIeHHOM BEICOTHI ¥ ITPOIOIKUII 6eKaTh IT0 TOPU30HTAJIH, HE TOMHUMASICh BHIIIIE.

Houkio TeMmepaTtypa 6blJla HAMHOTO HUXKe, yeM gHeM. Korma oHu mepebupaiuch uepes ropy JHeM,
TO U TOTMA y2Ke U3PSITHO 3aMep3JIH, He TOBOPS YK€ 0 CeTONHSIITHEH HOYH.

Bugumo, u3-3a TOr0, 4YTO CEeTOOHS OHU IMOTPATUJIM MHOT'O 3HEPTHH, UX TeJla GBICTpee yYCBauBalli
9HEPI'ruio M3 KPOBU YETBIPEXKITBIKOT' O kKabaHa. Mao CheJiall TPHU I'JIOTKA C IIePepPeIBaMU, U CHJIda TOTEMA
B €ro TeJjie He IepecCTaBajla TUPKYJIUPOBATh. Hwuyero He mopenaelrb, CTOUIO UM OCTAHOBUTLCS, KakK
OHH OBl TyT K€ OKOYEHEIIN. HpI/IXOHI/IHOCL IIoJIaraTbCA TOJIBKO Ha CHUIIy TOTEMa.

Korpga Brimanace CBO6OI[HaH MHHYTKa, Mao He 3Hal, 0 4eM TOBOPHUTH C [Mlao Croanem. Benpb PpaHkbIIe
OH HeJIOJ'IIOGJ'II/IBaJI ero. Brinus KPOBH YETBIPEXKITBIKOT' O Ka6aHa, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI COHJIUBOCTL, HO
HallpsA2KEeHHbIEe HEPBEL U HereraH.laIOLHPIfICH BeTep OTOTHAJIU €€ IIPOYb. OrmnsgeBIINCH, OH YBUIEII



BOKDYT JIUIIL KPOMEIITHYIO0 ThMY. PSIOM ellle MOXKHO OBIJIO YTO-TO PA3TIAeTh, HO Jajlbllle — HUYETo
He ObI10 BUOHO. [ToMsiBIIuCh, Mao Bce ke permuit cripocuth [1lao CioaHs, KakK TOT MOXKET BUIETh B
TAKOH TEMHOTeE.

Ho, nosepHuyBiIucs, oH yBugen, uto [Ilao CroaHb CHOBa IIbET KPOBb M3 THIKBHL.

VXe nsTHIN IJI0TOK. ..

OOrryHO Maii pa3pelnan UM MIUTh TOJIHKO II0 OGHOMY TJIOTKY 3a pa3. X Tena He MOTJIM BhIgepXKaTh
OoJIbllle 9HEPTUH, COfepKalllelcs: B KpoBu KabaHa. [Tlaxke caM Mao, 6yayuu mpakTu4ecku 6e3 Cuil,
BBITIAJI BCET'0 TPH I'JIOTKA C epephiBaMu. ITO O ero mpenesn. Eciy He KOHTPOIHNPOBaTh KOTUYECTBO
TIOCTYIIaloIlel SHEePTUH, TO B Teje MOxKeT HauaThcs xaoc. Ho [Ilao CioaHb, I0X0xKe, He cobupacs
ocraHaBnuBaThCa. Cyas 110 BCeMy, OH MOT CHeNlaTh U IIEeCTOM I'I0TOK.

— Tebe He CTPALIHO MTUTH CTOIBKO? — CIpocui Mao.

— IToka Bce B opsimke. — [Ilao CioaHb YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO SHEPTHS OT BHIMUTON KPOBU OBICTPO
ycuye3asa, ¥ yCTaJIoCTh HaKaThIBajla CHOBa. [Ipuxoaunocs fenarts elle OauH riI0ToK. [I0BTOpUB 3TO
HeCKO0IbKO pa3, [llao CioaHb He 3aMeTUJT HUKaKUX TOO0YHBIX 3((HEKTOB, TO3TOMY OH IIPOJOIKa
IIATH, [10JIarasiCh Ha CBOM OIIYIIEHHUS.

Mao BBITIAI BCETO TPH I'JIOTKA U3 TEIKBEI C KPOBBIO YETHEIPEXKIIBIKOT'O kabana. OcranpHOoe BhIUI I1ao
Croansb. Korga KPOBE 3aKOHYHMJIACh, HAa TOPHU30HTE 3&6pe3}KI/IH CBET.

Mao cmoTtpen Ha IlTao CroaHs KakK Ha 4yygoBuile. OH HUKAK He MOT MOHAThH, KaK TOT MOT BBHIIIUTH
CTOJIBKO KPOBHU ¥ OCTAThHCS IIEIBIM ¥ HEBPEOUMEIM, A eIle U CTaTh 6ompee!

HukTo B mieMeHu He TIoBepu Ob B TakKoe!

— Tlouimem oTcioma? — cmpocun Mao.

CHeromaf faBHO IIPpEKPATHUIICA. C paCCBETOM OHH IIOYYBCTBOBAJIM, UYTO TEMIIEPATYypPa Hadalla
momHUMaThCS. Korma B3oHgeT COMHIEe, UM OOJIbIIe He IIPpUAETCs UCIIOJIb30BATh CUIIY TOTEMaA.

— Tlomoxpmem eile HeMHOTO, — cKa3al Illao CioaHb, TIAAs Ha TOPU3O0HT.

O6naka Ha HeOe Havanmu pacceuBaThcs, u [llao CroaHb yBuAeN, Kak U3 6eckpaiinero Mops 0071akoB Ha
TOPU30HTE MMOMHUMAIOTCS OCTPhIe BEPIIHUHLL, ITO OBUTH JajieKue ropel. VX BEPIIUHEL TO MOSBIISIIINCE,
TO UCYe3anu B o6nakax. Enle mambpiie BUOHETHCH 00JIee BRICOKUE TOPHI, YIIUPAIOIIKUECS B Ta3yPHOE
Hebo.

Korpa HakoHeI B30IJIO COJIHIIE U OCBETHUIIO CHEZXKHYIO ITYCTEIHIO, KPDACKH CTaJIM HE TAKNMHU



xonogHeIMU. Ho BOKPYT He OBIJIO BUIHO HU OJHOTO IepPeBa, TOJLKO OecKpaiiHue Oesbie CTEHHI CHEra.
Berlllle BUOHETHCH JIUIITH BEPIITHHEL T'OP.

Cuer 0511 o KoneHo. Kyma HU I'/IsiHb — MOBCIOAY IIpocTupasnach 6enu3na. Hebo u 3eMIst CIIOBHO
CJIVBAJIUCh BOEOUHO. BHU3Y MUp OBUI OKyTaH TYMaHOM, ¥ CKBO3b HETO HUYETO HEJb3sT OBII0
PasTIsmeTs.

9TOT mei3ax co3faBal oulyleHue, OyATo T 3a0nynuncs B 6eckpaiiieM 6e1oM MUpe, U3 KOTOPOTO
HeT Beixofia. Cr1ab0BOIbHEINM YEJIOBEK, BEPOSTHO, UCIYTasICs OBl ¥ TIOBEPHYIT Ha3al.

OHM HaXOOWJIKChH BEHIIIE, YEM Ta TOpa, Yepe3 KOTOPYIo ux mepesen Maii. Ta ropa Oblyia 4acThiO
ropHoro xpe6ta, a [lTao CioaHb ceiyac BUOEN JIUIIb eT0 YacTh. Kyna HU I'JIHb, BCIONY IPOCTUPAIUCEH
OeJble BEPIIMHEI, TSAHYIIUECS Ha THICSYU JIU.

— l'me... roe MBI? — C TpeBorou cupocusn Mao, rsigs Ha He3HaKOMBIH neii3ax. OH IOMHUJI TO MeCTO,
Tle OHU [IEPEeXOIUIIU T'OPHL, U JaXKe BCe OKPECTHOCTH TOU I'OPHI OH TIATeJIbHO 3alledaTiiesl B IaMATHU.
Ho celiuac Bce BOKPYT OBIJI0 HE3HAKOMBIM.

Korpma onu 6exainu, UM Ka3aJa0Ch, YTO OHM He VIIIH Jasieko. Ho Temeph OHHU IOHSJIM, YTO IOIAJH B
Oeny.

Onu He MOTTIM OCTaBaThCA 30ech BeuHo. [lTao CioaHb pemnil CHa4alla CITyCTUTLECSA BHUI, XOTsA OBl B
0oJee Temmoe MecCTo.

[MTao Croans Bce elle ayMan o Hoxe Crtapeutinsbl Ks. Korma Craperinda Ks otgan eMy HOX, OH
IepaKaln ero B pykax u 3aBepun Crapeiumny Ka, uto 6ymeT xopoIio 3a00TuThCsA 0 HeM. Ho Teneps
HOX IIpoIal.

CHYCKaHCI) BHHN3, OHU IIPOIIJIIX CKBO3b TyMaH, 1 BHU3Y IIOCTEIIEHHO CTAJIX IIOABIIATECA OYEPTaHUA
jieca.

B aTOM necy BepIIMHbI rOp OBUIM MTOKPBITHI CHETOM KPYTJIRIM TOMI, @ BHU3Y 3eJIeHesa TpaBa. 3uMa
3mech OblyIa KOPOTKOM, & JIETO — IOJITHM.

9T0 OBLIY IBa COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIX MUPA.

[[Tao Croanb 1 Mao MpPOLITK HEMHOTO BHU3 110 CKJIOHY ¥ YBHUAETH HEGOIbIIOoN Cyrpo6. 3meck CHerT Obil
yKe TOHKUM ¥ TasI TOof CONMHIleM. M3-Tlof cHera BUIHeIach YepHast Yelrys.

ITo Topuamemy u3 cyrpoda HOXY Illao CioaHb IIOHSJ, YTO 3TO TOJIOBA KOTIOYEr0 YePHOTo BETpa.

KoM cHera COCKOJIb3HYJI BMECTE C TaJlo¥M BOHOM, YHOCS C CO00¥M HECKOIbKO KPaCHHIX M0JI0CcoK. I1Tao



Croanb IIPUCMOTPEJICA. Hox, KOTOpBIfI PaHbIlIe BOIIE B I'OJIOBY TOJIBKO Ha TPETH, TEIIEPDb OBIIT
IIOTPYyXKEH HAIIOJIOBHUHY. BOprr‘ HEero BUOHEJINCh 3dCOXIINEe IIATHA KPOBH.

Yeryst KOMIOYETo YePHOTO BeTpa, KOTopasi 0OLIYHO yCTpaIllaole TOIOPIIUIach, ceryac Oba
IpuXKaTa K Tey. 3Beph He JBUTalCs.

[ITao Croanb moka3an Mao, 4ToObl TOT He OBUTAJICS, 3aKPHLJT I'J1a3a, a KOTAa OTKPHII UX CHOBA, TO
yBU[eN epef co60¥ OTPOMHEBIN CKeJleT. B oTnuyume 0T IPOIIION HOYM, cefyac Ha Tejle OTPOMHOTO
CBHPETIOTO 3BepPs ObIJI0 HECKOJIBKO CIIOMaHHBIX KOCcTel. [Tox0xe, OH BO YTO-TO Bpe3ajscs. [Jaxe eciu
OH elnle ObIJ KUB, 3Ta TpaBMa OblJla CEphe3HOM. A B TOJI0BE... HOXK BOILEJI 04eHb I'Ty00KO.

Ecnu Ol He HOX, [ITao CioaHb, He pa3myMbIBasi, CITYCTHUIICS OBl BHU3 ¥ He CTas OB TPOBEPSITh, XKUB
KOJIIOUMH YePHBINA BeTep unu HeT. Eciu Obr 0H OBIT MepTB, 9T0 OBITI0 OB X0poIr0. Ho eciu OBl 0OH OBLI
elre XKuB, TO HaXe C BOCCTaHOBNeHHBIMU cunamu [1lao CioaHb He GBI yBepeH B mobefe.

CobpaB HeMHoOro cHera, Illao CioaHb CIIENIUII IIJIOTHHIN CHEXKOK U OPOCHUII €r0 B HOXK.

Hox cnerka gporHyJs, HO OTPOMHBIN CBUPEIBIN 3BePhb He IIEeJI0XHYJICH.

[TpoBepuB Tak HeCKOIbKO pa3, [[lao CioaHb HaKOHEI yOeOUIICs, YTO 3TOT CBUPEIBIN 3BePh, KOTOPBIN
OBLT Ha BeplIMHe MUIIEeBOM 1IeN B KOTJIOBUHE, NEWCTBUTEILHO MEPTB.
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