I[To ene BUOUMBIM M3-TIOH0 JIbAa KAMEHHBIM CTYIIEHSIM COBCeM Mojiomoi Ky X3 u cOBEpIIeHHO
OTPSICEHHBIN Cs10 OHb Hayalv MMOOHUMATHCS Ha 3aCHEXKEHHYI0 ropy. BripaxkeHus ux auil 60JbIle He
OB 3aCTHIBIIMMHU OT BETPa ¥ MOP03a, a OTPaxXKajli CMEeHY Ype3BhIYaiHO CJTOKHBIX YYBCTB —
BO30YyXKIeHHUs, PafOCTH, HETEePIIeHUs, BOOAYIIEBIEHUS U CMyTHOTO CTpaxa.

Ha ymune Ky X3 He ObI10 CTpaxa, TONBKO OypHBIH BoCTOPT. OH ObIIT aCKETOM, U MY BCETa X0TeJI0Ch
cOOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMU IIPUKOCHYTHCS K BpaTaM CBSIIIIEHHOTO XpaMa U CIIOKOMHO IIPEKIOHUTh
KOJIEHW HAa KaMEHHBIX CTYIIEeHSX IePef HUM.

['paHOMO3HOE CTPOEeHHE Ha CHEXKHOM rope BHITJISIEN0 04eHb OIM3KKUM, HO KOTla OHM TTOIBITAIUCh
IpUONIU3UTHCS K HEMY, TO IOHSIJIN, YTO XpaM PaCIIOI0XKeH YPe3BhYaiHO maneko. OHU MOJIHUMAJIUCh
TIOJITHS, ¥ MM JIaXKe CTAaJI0 Ka3aThCs, YTO OT XpaMa OHH TOJIbKO OTHANSIOTCS. Ero BeTnyecTBEeHHbIE
YEpHbIe KaMeHHbIe CTEHHI ObITH MTOMOOHE IPU3PAaYHON TeHH, KOTOpas B JII000 MOMEHT MOXKET
PaCTBOPUTHCS B 3aCHEKEHHBIX TOpax.

[To nerewnpe, xpaM IOSBISETCS TOJIBKO ABa pa3a B rof, u Ky Xa ¢ Csi0 OHeM He MOTJIH YIIyCKaTh
TaKyI0 BO3MOXKHOCTE. [109TOMy OHM 130 BCeX CUJI KapabKanuch Ha 3aCHEXXEHHYI0 Fopy, U yepe3
KaK0e-TO BpeMsI TeJla 9TUX NTOCIeIHUX BEIKUBIINUX OBUIM MTOKPHITH TI0Pe3aMHU, 0CTaBIeHHEIMU
KPOMKaMH Jibia, Ha CHET Kalajia KPOBb, OCTaBIIAsl JBe TOHKKE KpaCHbIe JINHUY.
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Haxkoner nagons Ky X5 ¢ Xx710MKOM KOCHY/IaCh KaMeHHBIX CTyIleHed nepen xpaMoM. MoJiofoii acker,
He ymepkKaBIIKCh, pa3BsA3HO MOXJIONAI 110 HAM ITapy pas, BhpaXkas CBOE BHYTpeHHEe INKOBAHUE U
HeomucyeMoe Bo30ykKaeHue.

Cs10 JHb IIPUOTCTAJI OT HETO, OH CKPHITHO CXKKMaJl B pyKaBe TalHOE OPYKUE U C JIETKUM YKacoM
T7IsIfle]l Ha TJIaBHBIe BOPOTa XxpaMa. X CTBOPKY MMeJ CeMb YKaH B BBICOTY U OBIJIM ITOX0XKY Ha
KHUTY, OpoIleHHYI0 6oramMu Ha 3eMiti0. BopoTa uMmnepaTopckoro mBopiia Benukoit Bait BRI Isinenu
KaK yMeHbIIIeHHas KOmus BOPOT CBSIIEHHOT0 XpaMa, ToOpa3fio MeHee BeIueCTBEHHBIMH.
PasymeeTcs, 30eCh KUK He IIPOCThIE CMEPTHEHIE.

KaMmeHHEBIE CTEHE XpaMa OBIIIH IIOKPGHITEI IIBIJIBIO: KA2KETCA, Y2K€ MHOT'0 JIET HUKTO He IIOCEIIall 3TO
CaMoOe€e 3arago4YHoe MeCTO B MHUDeE.

Cs10 JHb CTJIOTHYJ ¥ IPUTOTOBUJICS UCKATh CIIOCO0 BOUTH. Y Hero OBIIO BaxKHOE 3afilaHue OT
MMIlepaTopa — IIPOCUThL CEKPETHOE CHamoObe monroseTusi. Temepb, KOrAa ycrex Obll Tak 6/IM30K, OH,
€CTeCTBEHHO, HEMHOT0 BOJTHOBasICS. B oTimuune ot Ky Xa: TOT, CTOS Ha KOJNEHSIX Iepe XpaMoM,
HCTOBO OTOMBAJI ITOKJIOHEI, ¥ Ha ero 0y IOCTeIeHHO MOKa3kiBaaCh KPOBb.

Cs10 JHb IIOMIOIIEN K BOPOTAM XpaMa U IPOTSIHY PYKY, HO He CMOT KOCHYTbCSI TUTAHTCKOM CTBOPKH.
Kaszanocs, 4To, KOrfia KOHYHKK €ro Tajblla BHTSHYICS BIEPE, TPOMafiHble BOPOTa CTPaHHBIM
00pa3oM OTCTYIUIIN Ha3af,.



CBsileHHbIN XpaM OBUT IPSIMO Y HUX TTepef I'Ta3aMu, HO OUeHb Jalék.
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TpupuaTh €T CIIyCTS B Melepe B3I yMupalomero Cso JHs onevyanuscs.

— 41 He cMOT BOUTH.

®anb CsiHb pacciabul KPemko CKaThle PYKH W TUXO CKa3all:

— 9TO0 0YEBUIHO, MHAUYE BMECTO YEeTHIPEX TPAHIMACTEPOB Y HAC ObLIM OBI MSITh.

— Ky X5 cunbHee MeHs. [laxe eclid MHE ITOBE3ET, KaK eMY, s BCE PaBHO HE CMOTY IOCTUYb YPOBHS
rpangMactepa. — Csg0 9Hb nokadarsn rojgosou. — Ho Ky X3 Toxe He cMor BouTH. Ka3anoch, 3TOT XpaM
3alUIaeT Kakas-To TaMHCTBeHHas cuia. Torma Mel ¢ Ky X3 ObIIM CUIbHEWIIMMY BOMHAME B MUDE,
HO MBI HE CMOI'JIX BOMTH.

®anp CsHS BOPYT OCEHUIO: CPeOU TallH MUPa, 0 KOTOPBIX paccKa3biBall yuutesns ®au L3e, oH
OIHAX[H! YIIOMAHYJ, 4TO Ky X5 NPUIIOCH JOJITO IIPOCTOSATEH Ha KOJIeHAX Ha CTYIIEeHSX U3 CBETJIOTO
KaMH$ neper CBAIIEHHBIM XpaMoM, IIpeXe YeM OH IIpHOOPEN HEIHEIIHee MOTyIecTBo. Bunumo, B
3TOY CIIJIETHE JeWCTBUTENIbHO OblNa Hons mpaBmbl. OH BOAPYT HaXMyPUICS U IOUHTEPEeCOBaJIC:

— Bcé xe, uTo Takoe CBAIIEHHBIN XpaM?

Ha aToT Bompoc Csio Hb He cMOT HauTH 0TBeT. OH 0€CCUTbHO ITPOU3HEC:

— V¥ rrmaBHBIX BOPOT XpaMa ecTh O0JIbIlasi JOCKa C HAOIKChi0, HO OHA OYeHb IPEeBHEN 3I0XHU, U I He
pasrismen Kak cliefyeT, YTO Ha Hell HamucaHo. f myMaro, 9To HacTaBlieHue, ocTaBieHHoe Hebecamu
IJISI JIIOTEH.

Cepme ®anb CsiHS 3aTpeneTano, ¥ OH CIIPOCHIT:

— Kax BHITJTIAOSAT 9TU CUMBOJIBI?

Cs10 IHb ITOCMOTPEJ Ha B3BOITHOBAHHOTO ®aHb CsHS ¥ IIeBeIbHYIT OPOBSIMHU, Kak OyITO eMy CTasio
M0O0MBITHO, OTUEr0 3T 3aTadKK BRI3BAJIM TAKOW CUJIBHBIM MHTEpPEC Y 3TOr0 MOJIOLOTO YeJI0BeKa B
IpegIBePUU CMEPTH.

— Tam ecTb 3HaK [J*...- CTapuK C TPyAOM BBEITSIHYTI IIajlel] ¥ HauepTas ero B BO3IyXe.

®anb CsHB Cpa3y BCE MOHSI U CKa3aJl ITpo cebsi:



— «TanaHT, He UMeIIUY IpuMeHeHusI»? — [Iporu3Hecs 3TU CI0Ba, OH paccMesiics Hafm co0o.

— Emé ecTh Tpu OJMHAKOBHIX 3HaKa, — MPOHonKuil Cs0 JHb, PUCYS MalbllaMU B BO3MyXe [IBe OyTU —
CBepXy BHHU3, X CHOBa CBEPXY BHU3. KOHUMKMU IMablleB CKOJIb3UIIN 110 BO3AYXY C 3arafloYHbIM BUIOM.

®anb CsIHb pacTepSICs, TOHSB, UYTO He CMOXKET HUYETro Y3HaTh U3 TAKUX IIPOCTHIX 3HAKOB. CBSI3aH 1K
BCE-TaKu CBSIIEHHBIM XpaM C ero nepepoxnenueM? CBsg3aH M C ero MaTepbio? KaxeTcs, emMy
OCTaETCsI TOIBKO XK/aTh, IOKa OH caM B OyOyIleM OTIPAaBUTCS Ha ITOMCKH, HO BOBCe He 00s3aTeNIbHO
eMy 11oBe3€T, Kak Ky X3 u Cg0 JHI0, IePeXUTh JONTYIO IOJIPHYI0 HOYb.

— 4 OyMalo, 3Ta UCTOPHUA HE 3aKaHYMBAETCA TaK IIPOCTO.

Cs10 OHDb OTKAIIUISAJICS.

— Taxk u ecTb... Korja 1esnb, KOTOPYIO T TaK YIIOPHO IIPeCiIenyellb, HaXOOUTCS IPSIMO IIepef
r/la3aMu, HO THl HUKOTa He CMOXKEIIb €€ NOCTHYb, Thl TOYHO He CMOXKEIIb CMUPUTECS C STHM.

— Ky X3 PEBHOCTHO CTOAJI HAa KOJIEHAX Ha KaMEHHEIX CTYIIEHAX IIepea XpaMoOM, a 1 MeOJIEHHO TIOIIENT
K BEICOKOM CTEHE Ha CKJIOHE TOPHI.

3a npenenaMu Melepsl HOYb YKPhIIa WX ABoux. OTHS y HUX He ObLI0, I03TOMY He OBIIO CBeTa.
PoBHBIH rontoc Csi0 DHs, U3Maraoiluii COOBITHS, ITPOU30IIEIIINe NECITKY JIEeT Ha3al, Ka3ascs
HeoObIYalHO XKYTKUM. ®anb CSIHb BOAPYT TUXO CITPOCHII:

— TrI uCcKan BOOOCTOK?

Csio OHb B3TJIAHYII Ha MOJIOOOT'O YeJIOBEKa, CUOSAIIEro Y BXOda B IIeIepy, U CKa3all:

— TrI 2Ke MO} KoJIJIera, KOHeYHO, Thl IIOHUMAaelllb, YTO 1 COOMpPAJICs TOTHOa IelaTh.

— Tol gaxe He MOT IPUONIU3UTHCS K CTeHE... Kak OBl THI CMOT M3 BOIOCTOKA IIOMACTb B CBSIIEHHbIH
xpam? K Tomy xe... — ®anb CsIHb HAXMyPHJICSI, — BOBCE He 00s3aTe/IbHO, YTO B HEITOCTUKUMOM
cTpoenuu, comepnuieMm ¢ Hebec, 6ymeT BOOOCTOK.

— IloaTomy 51 1 mOTepIeN Heymayy, — IpsiMo oTBeTUs Csio OHb. — Celfyac MHe KaXKeTCs, 4YTO TOTa
1 OBITT OYeHb XpaOpPHIM: Halasl CBAIIEHHBIH XpaM, s BCE €I AyMall O CBOUX MPU3EMJIEHHBIX YI0OBKaX.

— W uTo nmotom?

— ITotoMm... — Cs10 OHB BIal B OU€Hb CTPAHHOE HAacTpoeHue. — [10TOM s BEPHYIICS K TJTaBHBIM
BOPOTaM xpaMa ¥ 3aMeTuI, Kak Ky X3 3acyHy 4To-TO 3a ma3yxy. MHe Obli0 JTI000IMBITHO, U KaK pa3



KOoraa s CO6I/IpaJ'[CH CIIDOCHUTE...

Crapuk 3aroBopui MenjieHHee, a cepaue ®anp CaHsS OPOTHYIIO.

— Bopora xpaMa... 0Ka3auCh OTKPHITHIMHU.

— A? — ®anp CsaHb HEOCO3HAHHO TofceN On1Xke K CTapuKy, Kak OyATo XKejas 3allUuTUTh Toro Cso
OHS, 4TO KU TPUALATH IeT Ha3afl.

B rnazax Cs0 9Hs O0TPA3UJIACh I'IIyIlad YJ'IBI6Ka, " OH IIPOMLIEIITall:

— BopoTa xpama OTKpbUIHCH 0€33By4YHO. {1 OblI BHE ce0s OT pafloCTy U COOMpAsICS BOMTH, KaK BAPYT
13 3TUX CaMBIX 'POMAJHBIX IBEPEN B MUPe BEIOEKAJ CAMblil yIUBUTENTbHEINA YETTOBEK.

— CaMblil yOUBUTEJIbHBEIYA YEJI0BEK?

— [Ha, ato OBlyla MaJjieHbKast GGCCMepTHaH.
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Cst0 OHB CTOS1JI, 0CTONOEHEB, Y BOPOT XpaMa, CBOMMHU TJla3aMu Hab/omast, Kak MajeHbKast JeBOYKa
Opocunach K HeMy B OOBSTHS, ¥ UYTh He 3aKAIIUISJICS KPOBBIO, HO TYT OH KpaeM I'Jla3a 3aMeTHII, YTO
Ky X3, MuaBmuics K BOPOTAM XpaMa, KakK TUTP, CXBATUJICS B 60prOe C KaKUM-TO YEPHBIM CBEUEHUEM.

HemoHATHO, 4TO ceiidyac Tak B3BOJHOBAJO Ky X9, KOTOPHIi y2Ke OBbIJT CaMBIM MOJIOABIM MacTEpOM
OEBSTOTO YPOBHS B MUPE, YTO OH HAIPST BCe CBOM BHYTPEHHUE CUJIHI [0 IIpefea, B pe3yibTaTe
CIIJIETSCh BOEIUHO C TAMHCTBEHHOM YEPHOU TeHBIO U3 CBSIIEHHOT0 XpaMa. JHEPTuu YCTPEMUIUCH BO
BCE CTOPOHHI, HAPYIIUB IOPSANOK B 3aCHEXKEHHBIX IOpax.

Yepe3 HECKOJIHKO BAOXOB 1 BEIOOX0B Cs0 DHb 3aMETHJI, UTO ¥ HETO B O0BATHUAX IIOSIBUIACh MaJleHbKas
neBodka. Ho He ycmen OH XOTh KaK-TO CpearupoBaTh, KaK yCIIBIIIa, YTO MaJIbIIIKa KPUYUT CTOSILIEMY
Ha CBETJIBIX KaMEeHHBIX CTyIeHsIxX Ky Xa:

— Hagzap!

Takoe IpocToe C10BO, COLIEALIee C YCT MaJIeHbKOU NEBOYKHY, CIIOBHO UMIIEPATOPCKOE IIOBEJIEHNE, He
IlaBaJjIo JIIOISIM BO3MOXKHOCTU YCOMHUTLCS. ETo HeGecHOe MOTyIecTBO 3aCTaBUIIO IPOTHYTH Cepalle
Csi0 JH4, a 3aTeM OH IIOJTy4UI 3BOHKYIO MOIIEYNHY.

— U TBI Ha3an!
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Ky X3 otneten Ha3an, a Csi0 IHb YHUKEHHO cOexKajl 110 KAMEHHBIM CTYIIeHSIM C IeBOUKOM Ha pyKax,
OTHANMBIIKCH OT TJIaBHEIX BOPOT XpaMa Ha [eCSATh YXKaH.

YEpHBIN CBET MTHOBEHHO BTSHYJICS 00paTHO B XpaM U He IIpecienoBal ux. Csio OHb BCE eIlé Co
CTPaxoM CMOTPeJI Ha OIPOMHBEIE BOPOTA, BCIIOMMHAS, YTO B 9TOM YEPHOM CBeTe, KaXKeTCs, BUIHEeach
yejoBedYecKas GUrypa, 1 HEBOJIbHO UCIyTaucs — MoToMy 4To Ky X3 y&Ke CBaIMICS PSILOM C HUM,
OTIUIEBHEIBAsACh KPOBhIO. [laxke Ky X9 He ObUI CTOSIIMM IPOTUBHUKOM JIIOASIM U3 CBSIIEHHOTO XpaMa:
0 HUX U BIPSIMb HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO CYIUTh C TOYKHU 3PEHUST CMEPTHBIX.

OH npummén B ce0s o4eHb CKOPO. [0oIKHO OBITh, KOTIa OH TOJIBKO YTO XOMWJI UCKATh BOJIOCTOK,
KOJIeHOIpeKIoHEHHHIH Ky X9 moobemasn moMous c6exkaTh U3 XxpaMa fIeBOYKe, UTO celvac cugesna y
Cs10 JH4 Ha pyKax.

Ho KT0 9Ta ManeHbKas geBo4YKa?

— JlepKu MeHs, Tallld ero u MOUIEM.

IIeBOuYKa, Ka3ajloCh, HEMHOTO 00s1aCh X0/I0Aa: OHa YTKHYIACh JIUIIOM B Tpyab Cs0 OHS U
KoMaHpaoBasa. Cs0 OHb HEe OCMEJIUIICI [IePeYuTh, OOHOU pyKou cxBaTuil Ky X3 3a BOPOTHUK U
mo6exkas BHU3 C 3aCHEKEHHOU T'OPHI.

[TpoGexkaB HEU3BECTHO CKOJILKO, OH, HaKOHeEIl, obpasics [0 UX MMaJaTKU U MPUIIEN B ce0s1, TOIBKO
KOTZla yCeJicsl B HEH, TsSKeJo Oblia. [loueMy Tak xoTenock cOexkaTh? OH elllé He MOTy4Yus cHamobbe
f6eccMepTHsi, KOTOpoe TpeboBal UMIIEPaTOp, TOYEMY XK€ OH TaK CITyIIaeTCs 3Ty MalbIKy? M 4To
caMmoe CTpaHHOe, 6ecCMepTHBIE B XpaMe ero He IpecefoBali.

Csto OHb 06epHYJICS ¥ YBUOET, YTO MaJIeHbKas JeBOYKA CUIUT Ha KOPTOUKAX U, 3aiKaB HOC, TTISIOUT
Ha 00TphI3eHHBIe YeJI0BeYEeCKUe KOCTH B YTy HaJlaTKHU.

— Jltogy me#CTBUTEINIBHO XKaJlKKe U Ipe3peHHble. — [leBouka 06epHynach K Csi0 JHi0. TONBKO ceidyac
OH e€ KakK CJIeflyeT pasrisigell.

CBeTnasi, KakK Bojfla, YUCTasl, KaK CHET, TJla3a CJIOBHO 3BE3[k, — IIPOCTHIM CMEPTHHIM He mmofmo0aeT
UMEeTh CTOJIb COBEPIIIEHHbIH 00JIHK.
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B TémHuoM nemepe BeipaxkeHnus nuia ®aus CsiHs OGbITO He Pa3TisaeTh, HO ero TOJI0C IPO3ByYalt Kak-
TO CTPAHHO:



— CKOJIBKO J1eT OBIJIO 3TOH eBOUYKE?

— Yerripe roma, camoe Oosbiee yeTeipe roga, — Cs10 DHb PACKPEUI T1a3a, CJI0BHO BCE eIré MOT
BUIETDH TO UISIIHOE U YHUCTOE JIUI0. — Korna s fepkasl e€ Ha pyKaX, MHe Ka3ajoCh, UYTO OHa Takas
JIETKasl, CJIOBHO €€ BOBCE He CyL[eCTBYeT.

®anp CsHb IIepecrIpoCcul B HEKOTOPOM 3aMellaTelbCTBE:

— Toxe 4yeThIpe romga?

— [louemy TEHI CKa3aj «Toxe»?

— Ilpocro Tak, — ®anb CAHb YIBIOHYIICS, U €ro Tila3a 3acusyid. — Thl 3Haelllb, KTO 9Ta JeBoYKa?

Cs10 OHb 06€30 BCIKUX COMHEHUHN OTBETHII:

— KoneuHo, 3Hai0, 3T0 MajleHbKas 6eccMepTHas, TI000IEITHAS 0O MUPCKOM CYETH ¥ IIOTOMY
cbexaBmas u3 CBsEHHOr0 Xpamal!

®anp CaHb pacCcMedIiCd, BEITAHYII IIaJIell U ITI0OKa4all KM.

— HOBepb MHE, OHa BCero JIMIIb JEBYOHKA, KOTOPAAd npo6panacr; B Xpam, YTOOBI YTO-TO YKPaACTh.

*[] - “He”. MOXKeT TaKxXKe CITyXKUTb 3JIeMeHTOM 6oJiee CITOKHBIX HEPOTTTH(OB.
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