KopoTkuii meu B pyke Xa#itan Buicst BOKpPyr ®anb CsiHs, TOMOOHO ITOTOKAM BETPA, U TOT TO MPHITAI,
TO TMOACKAKUBAJI, TO IIPUCEHAI, TO JIOKHUJICS, IPUHUMAs pa3Hble CTPAHHbIE U IOTEIITHEIE TTO3H.
OpHako B IPOMeXyTKaX MeXOy 3TUM OH MCII0/Ih30BaJl CBOM HEeCPaBHEHHbIE CITIOCOOHOCTH YIIPABISATh
TeyioM, YTOOEl 00eCIIeYuTh CBA3HOCTD IBUKEHUH.

OcTpué Meda BOTKHYJIOCH B TPSI3b PSIIOM C €T0 JIEBHIM YXOM, TPOGHIIO TPAaBUHKY TON MU3UHIIEM €T0
IIPaBO PyKU U COUTIO KAIITI0 POCHL BO3JIE €r0 ropa.

TOIBKO B €r0 TENO OHO II0IIaCTh HE MOTJIO.

B rnazax XaTaH [IOCTENEHHO BO3HUKAJO CTPAHHOE BhIpaxkeHue. OHa Oblla HEMPEB30MIEHHBIM
MacTepoM, obydanack 60eBbHIM UCKyCcCTBaM C meTcTBa. OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, 4YTO KOPOTKUM MeY B e€
PYyKe yKe IOCTUT COBEPIIEHHOM eCTeCTBEHHOCTU Heba 1 3eMJIH. 3a UCKITIOYeHUEM YETHIPEX
rpaHIMacTEPOB, Ha BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX OHA CMOTPENa CBhICOKa. CTOSIINM Iepe Heil MOIOI0M YeJI0BEK
o uMeHu ®anb CsHb He OBLI €1 POBHEN HUM B KaKOM OTHOIIeHUU. Ho mouemy, XOTSI OH HaXOIUIICS
y2Ke B TaKOM CJIOKHOM IIOJI0KEHHMY, €€ Med BCerfa YyTh-4yTh OTCTaBall OT Hero? Besikuit pas, Korma
OHAa X0TeJjla MPOTKHYTh IPOTHBHUKA, €r0 TEJIO CJIOBHO MPEOyTaAbiBalo 3TO U B CAMBbIil OITaCHBIN
MOMEHT CMEIas0Ch Ha HECKOJIBKO IIyHeu!

Co nOa ®anb CsHs yKe Kallasl MOT, CUTyallus Obljla CIMIIKOM OIIAaCHOM, ¥ OH HECKOJIbKO Pa3 YyTh He
JIUIIAIICS XKU3HU. XOTS M€Y B PyKe ero MPOTUBHUKA He ObT TAKUM OBICTPBIM U TOYHBIM, KaK y Osaau Y
YKy, 4TO-TO OBLIO 37[€Ch NENUCTBUTENILHO 3araloYHO, ¥ OH HEMHOTO COXKaJlesl: eMy He CJIe[0oBasio
VKJIOHSITBCSI, OH OKeH OblJI, KaK ¥ paHbllle, CpaXkaThCs He Ha XKU3Hb, a Ha CMEPTh, ¥ CBOEH 0TBarou
IIPOJaBUThL CIIOKOMCTBUE IIPOTUBHUKA.

Ho B TexyIme cutyanuy eMy HU4ero Jpyroro He 0CTaBajioCh.

Ha rpanu xu3nu u cMepT Panb CAHb KaTajCs [0 CHIPOH TpaBe, ¢ OOJNIBIINM TPYHOM YBOPAYUBasiCh,
1 He UMeJT HUKAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH T0XKaJI0OBAaThCS Ha YPOBEHD MONTy4YeHHOro 0T Y UKy 06pa3oBaHus,
coxKares JIUIIb 0 HefocTaTKe y cebs TarmaHTa K 60eBEIM UCKYCCTBAM.

C pe3KkuM 3BYKOM pa3phkiBaeMOIo Bo3yxa ¢ Heba cjieTesa CTpella C YEPHHIM OllePeHreM, METS IIPSMO
B nu1l0 XaWTaH. B 9T0 BpeMs BCE e€ BHUMaHUe OBINIO cocpeoToueHo Ha ®aHp CsiHe, ¥ OHA BOT-BOT
noJKHa Oblla yOUTH €ero, HO OHa JIUIIh CJIerKa IIOBEPHYIACh, U CTpesla MpojieTesla MAUMO €€ IEKH.

Ho cpasy ke moABUIKCEH €lll€ Be CTPEIH], eIll€ TPU CTPEJIH!

MoXnOpb CTpen ¢ Benuyaulllerd TOUHOCThI0 MUuHOBan ®anb CsIHS, KOTOPHIM KaK pa3 KaTaJcs II0 3eMJie,
CJIOBHO IIIEHOK, ¥ I'YCTO OCHINaJ XaWTaH yOUNCTBEHHBIM ITOTOKOM.

XaTaH MBICJIEHHO B3[IOXHYJa, JIETKO II0BeJIa MeUYOM U CMaxXHyJla BCe CTPeJIbl OfHY 3a Apyroi. [Ipu
9TOM OHA 3aMeTHJIa, YTO €€ 3allsICThe TOKe HEMHOT0 OHEeMeJIo, ¥ HEeBOJIbHO IIopa3uiach TOMY, Kak,
OKa3bIBAETCS, U3 JIETKUX JIYKOB 9TU BCAAHUKU MOTJIM CTPEJISITh C TIOHOOHOMN MOIIIbIO.



Cpa3sy Xe 3a 9TUM, COKpYyIIas BCE HA CBOEM IIyTH, IIPOJIETENI ANIUHHBIA Med — 3TO0 OBLI JIeTAIOIIUN
Meu Turposoro crpaxa ['ao [Ta! OcTpué Meda Cc CHION BOTKHYJIOCH B Ipa3b Iepel XalTaH, 3aCTaBUB
€€ OTCTYNUTh Ha HECKOJIbKO IIIaros.
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TomoT KOMBIT ITPO3BYyYall, Kak I'PoM, ¥ KOHHHIIA U3-TIOf CTEH rOPOAKa HaKOHeI[ IpuOklia Ha JIyT.
COTHS ¢ MUIIHUM JIolIafei 6eCIIOKOMHO MepecTyaay KObITaM1, CJIOBHO 00SICh JTYyTOBOTO BO3OyXa.
YéepHble BCAAHUKY C 3aKPHITBIMU JINIIaMU TOTYAC JKe IONHSJIN CBOM [JIMHHBIE JTYKW U apOasieTH,
1IeJ15ICh B HECPABHEHHOT'0 MacTepa B OJeXK/e NEPEBEHCKOM MEBYILIKH.

XaiiTaH JIeTKO OTJIeTella B CTOPOHY, YBEJIMYKBAs PACCTOSTHIE MeXKAY CO00M M yKaCaIuMu
YépHBIMY BCaflHUKaMU, 3aTeM JIETKO IIPUTJIafuia CBOU OJIMHHEIE BOJIOCH U cKa3ana ®anp CqHIO,
KOTOPBIM C TPYZOM IIBITANICS TOTHATHCS:

— Tebe noBeso.

®anp CsaHb KPUBO YILIOHYJICS, HEe BCTyIas B 6eCCMEBICIIEHHEIN CIIOP, IOCMOTPeT BOasb Ha
CUMIIATAYHYI0 NEePEBEHCKYI0 NEeBYIIKY U TIoMaxasl Ha [IpOoLlaHue.

Ha myry ctamo tTuxo, ¥ YépHBIE BCagHUKY, BHICTYIIAB IIPUKa3, OOUH 3a OPYTUM CIIEIIHAIIACh U XOPOM
IPOKPUYAIIN:

— IIpuBetcTtByem rocrnogvaa Oaud.

®anp CsiHb 00epHYJICS, B3TJITHYB Ha 9TUX MOTYYHX, IYTAIOIIUX BCAOHUKOB, ¥ Ha [yIIe y HETO CTaJo
ropaspo crokovHee. OH yTOMJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— 9TO0 MeCTO OTPABIIEHO, JIOIIAX CKOPO HAYHYT OECIIOKOUTHCS. ByabTe OCTOPOKHHI.
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Korga oHu BepHYIHUCH B J1arepb, COIPOBOXKIABIINY UX JIeKaph [OCTAJ BCE [IJIS JIeYeHUs paH
rocnoguHa PaHs ¥ Koe-Kak nepeBs3an ero. Panb CsIHb C CEPhE3HBIM JIUIIOM BHILIET HA CEPETUHY
yarepst ¥ MpHUKa3ajl CBOMM MMOJYUHEHHKIM CETONHS OTJOXHYTh IEHEK, a 3aBTPa BRHICTYIIUTh B CTOPOHY
ropofKa Ha mepemnpase V.

— K10 910 OBIT? — ®anb CsaHb OB HE B HACTPOEHUH U XOJIOMHO ITOCMOTPeN Ha BaH IIuHsSHS.

Ban [IMHSHb IOKJIOHUJICSI ¥ OTBETHII:



— YernoBek, KOTOPBIM OTKPBLI ABEPU ITOBO3KU, — U3 CHHBbAHA, U LINUOHE B [TanaTe ToXke, CKopee
BCETr0, UMEIT KaK0e-TO OTHoLIeHre K CuHbSIHY. UYTO KacaeTcs O0Tpsifa, ITOCIaHHOTO K TOPOAY Ha
nepenpase Y BCTPETUTH IJIEHHOTO, XOTS OHU CKPBIBAJIU CBOIO JIMYHOCTD, MHEI YK€ BHIICHUJIM, YTO 3TO
nvyHasa apmus Jlon L3uHa, redeparna u3 Ceseprou Lu. 9tot JIrou L[3uH gecaTs JIeT Ha3al CIIyXKuJjl B
Boticke Ilan IIlaHbXy U C TeX IOP 0YeHb OBICTPO IOJTYUUII TIOBHLIILIEHKE.

®anp CsHBb IIOKUBAJ U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HEOOIbIIAs PaHa Ha ero Iieye Havana 6onets. OH
HaXMYPHJICS ¥ CKa3ai:

— 4 oryacTu moramasncs o6 oTHomeHusAx Mexny Csio OueMm u Illan [llaHbXy, Tak 4yTO mosBieHue JIon
lI3uHa moHsaTHO. YTo Kacaetcss CHHbSIHA... TO, UTO Cs10 DHS BBITYCTUIU U3 TIOPHMBI, H3HAYAJIBHO
ObLI0 YyCTpoeHo uMHU. TOMBKO BOT He IIOHUMAl0, 3a4eM UM OBIJI0 yCTPauBaTh eMy Io0er Ha MOJIIyTH,
ecJIi OH MoT 0e30ImacHo godpaThes o cTonuikl CeBepHo [u?

OH noMar royioBy, He B CHJIaX IIOHSATh, B UEM K€ COCTOSIJIO COTTIallleHre MeX[y CTaplliel MPUHIIECCOU
u CeBepHoii Lu.

— OueBUJHO, YTO HU cTapinas npuHiecca, HY lllan [ITaubxy He X0TAT, 4T00B Cs10 JHB IIONal B PyKU
uMnepaTopckou ceMmbu CeBepHou L, — paccyxpan Ban LluHgaHb. — BUguMo, UMIIEPaTOPCKOM CeMbe
HyK€eH CEeKpeT, KOTOphIX XpaHUT Cs10 JHb, HO caM Csi0 OHb UM He HYXKEeH.

— Pa3 Tak, ecnu Cso IHb Onaronony4dHo mobepétrcs no CeBepHoit Lu, To, 6010Ch, OH YMPET OT
CTapOCTH B TIOpbMe, a BOBCE He BEPHET CBOIO BNIacTh. HeyIUBUTEIHHO, UTO OH TaK TOPOIIMIICS
cbexatb. — ®anp CsIHb HaXMypHUJICsS u pobopMoTa cebe moxm HOc: — IToxoxKe, YTO MOJIOOOU
uMmiepaTop CeBepHo# LIy BoBce He ypaK — BUOMMO, OH TOXKe 3HaeT 00 oTHoumeHusx Mmexmay [llax
[Taubxy 1 Cs10 JHEM.

— OpHako... Ha KaKO TaKOW CeKpeT uMIiiepatopckas ceMmbsi CeBepHOU Ly X0UeT HaloXKUTh PYKY?
[Touemy Ky X3 maxe mocsan XauTaH 3aTKHYTh eMy pot? [Touemy Usub [IUHDIUH corytacumics
ornycTuTh Csi0 Jua? TToueMy OH He coralancs yOuTh ero paHbiue?
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— 4 gyBCTBY10 ce6s1 0YEHD TIIYTIO.

®anpb CaHBL CMOTPE Ha TaKenopaHeHOTo Cs0 JHS, B 3agyMUMBOCTH IIOATIEPEB PYKOU MOAO0POMIOK.
Tak OHIBAeT B 9TOM MHUpPE: N0 CXBAaTKK ¢ Cs10 DHEM ero TPOTUBHUKOM OBINT TUTD, ITOCIIE KE OH ITOHSI,
YTO TOT OKa3aJICSI BCETO JUIIL OYMaXKHBIM TUTPOM. To, UeMy ero MaTh yuuia Ysub [IuHNNHA,
OEeVCTBUTEILHO UMEJI0 CMBICTI, TTIOAyMaJl OH.

OH IPOTOMKUI:

— 4, oueBUOHO, MOMKEH OBITT YOUTD Bac, IIO9TOMY C TAKKUM TPYHOOM ITOATOTOBUI BCE 3TO, HO B



HOCJ'IeJIHI/IfI, peI.T.IaIOH.II/IfI MOMEHT CTaJI BAlllUM TEJIOXPAaHUTEJIEM.

9TO meno melCTBUTENIHHO PA3BUBAJIOCh KaK-TO abCypaHO.

Pasmancsa crapueckuui rojgoc Csi0 JHA:

— B aTom mMupe Bcerga Tak. Ecnu oHO He aOCypaHO, TO 3TO He [iesio BooOie.

®anb CaHb yIBIOHYJICS U CKa3al:

— Ho uckyienue youTh Bac BCE €Il€ BETUKO.

— XaiitaH — yueHuna Ky X9, u HukTo B CeBepHOU L1 He CMeeT OCIylIaThCd 3TOro mieluBla. — Cs0
OHb PAaBHOMYIIHO IPOOJIKUI: — [TOCKOIBKY OHA 3HAET, YUTO 5 KUB, THl HE CMOXKEIIb CBAJIUTh BCE Ha
TeX MEPTBEIOB II0[l CTeHaM¥ ropogka. Eciu TH ceiidac BCE ke yObeIb MeHst, 6010ch, Tebe OymeT
OYeHb TPYOHO BEPHYTh MOJIOHOTO TOCIIOANHA AHS JKUBBIM.

— Y10 XKe 3a cekpeT Bl CKphriBaeTe? — ®aHb CsHb CIIOKOMHO ITOCMOTpeI1 Ha Hero. — YTo Ky X3
MOXKET PUCKHYTh penyTanuei, 4To0sl yOUTh Bac?

— IIpocTo cTapele CKa3Ku.

— ViMeHHO KOTja MHI Ha JIyTy JOIIIX B Pa3roBOpe [0 BaIllero CEKpeTa, OHa MPOIeMOHCTPUPOBaia
HaMepeHue yOuTh Bac. — PaHb CsSIHb OKMHYII €r0 6€CCTPACTHRIM B3TJISIIOM U TUXO ITPOIOJIKWIT: —
OTOT CEKpPeT, BUAUMO, HAaCTOIBKO IIOPA3UTENIeH, YTO MOXKET ITPUBECTH B CMITEHHE [Jaxke MacTepa
[IEBSITOTO YPOBHS.

Cs10 OHb HaCMEIIHBO IIOCMOTPEN Ha HETO:

— [ToueMy THI He fyMaellb, YTO OHa coOupanach yOuTs Tebs?

— MexXny HaMu HET BpaXK[bl, 3aueM eit youaTb MeHs1? — ®Panb CsiHb ycTaBuics Ha Csi0 DHs, CIIOBHO
B €T0 I'J1a3ax, 00JIbIlle He HAMOJHEHHBIX KPOBBIO, XOTEIT PA3TJIsIeTh TOT CaMbIH IOIT0 XPAaHUMBIH
CEeKperT.

— Teot omubaernbesi, — 0TBeTUI Csi0 OHb C JIAaCKOBOH yIbIOKOM. MpauHas atMocdepa, OKpyKaBIas
€r0 ITOCTOSTHHO II0CJIe BHIXOMA M3 TIOPbEMEI KOHTPOIbHOM MalaTh, JaBHO HCYE3JIa.

— Kaxertcs1, Ky X3 oueHb He X04eT, 4TOOHI BHI BEPHYIUCH B CeBepHYI0 Ly KUBHIM.

— Bepno. {1 pemmicsi pucKHYTh ¥ c6exkaTh, XOTS U SCHO IMOHKMaJI, YTO 3TO PacCTaBleHHas TOOOM



JIOBYIIIKA, IOTOMY 4YTO 3HAaJI, YTO B KOHIe KOHIIOB HA UMIIepaTOpcKas ceMbsi CeBepHou Llu, HU maxe
9Ta CTaplllasd IPUHLECCa, KOTOPYIO 1 HUKOT[a He BCTpedall, He TI03BOJIAT MHE Tak JIETKO YMEePETh.
Crapmast mpuHIecca, 0 KOTOPOU TH IOBOPUJI, BO3MOXKHO, IIEITAETCS UCII0Ib30BaTh MOIO KU3HD,
YyTOOBI MPUUTH K HEKOEMY COTJIalIeHuio ¢ Xy’ spoM. OHa BCE XkKe CIIUIIKOM MOJIOoaa, YToOh 3HATh
KaKHe-TO CEeKPETHl TEX BPEMEH.

Cs10 9HB IPOOOIKAT:

— Bax#ee 10, yTo Ky X5 X04eT 3aTKHYTh MHE POT, II03TOMY OH IIOTOPOIUTCS YOUTh MEHS [I0 TOTO,
KaK JUIJIOMaTUYecKasi MUCCHS TIEPECUET rPaHUIly. A TH OY€Hb JIIOOOMBITEH, TH 0053aTEIFHO
3ayMaelIbCs, YTO 3a TalHa 3aCTaB/IseT ero yOuTh MeHs. B 9ToM ciiyyae Te0e HUYETo He OCTAETCH,
KpoMe KaK U3 Yej0BeKa, KOTOPHIM TalHO MeHs YObET, CTaTh TeM, KTO MEHS 3alllUlaeT.

®aup CAaHL MOTYall.

— TrI paccTaBuI JIOBYIIKY, S Pa3PYIIMI €€ U B UTOre mpourpan. Ho y MeHst eCTh IOCIeqHss
HaOexXkaa: MHe OCTAETCS JIUIND BRIJIOKUTH ITOCIIENHION KapTy, YTOOH TH He XOTeNl MeHs yOUBATh.
3aBTpa, KOTHa ThHl IePeeNb rpaHully, v Te0s Oosblile He 6yieT BOSMOXKHOCTH OeWCTBOBATh. Tak 4YToO
CETOMHS... MPOUTrPa Thl, — CKa3aa Csi0 DHb C KAMEHHBIM JIUIIOM. XOTS CHJIa 9TOTO CTAPOTO JIUCa
OblTa y2Ke HajeKo He Ta, YTO PaHbllle, HO ero pa3yM, CIIOCOOHBIM Ha YPE3BEIYAaWHO TOUHBIE PACUYETHI,
Ka3aJI0Ch, TI03BOJISI BUIETh HACKBO3h [YINY KaXKOOT0 YeJI0BeKa.

— Baima KapTa ieliCTBUTENIbHO OUeHb HHTEPECyeT MeHs, faxe 0oJbllle, 4eM Koro-nubo IpyTroro.
9TOro Npu3HaHUSI MHE IOCTATOYHO, YTOOR BpEMEHHO COXPaHUTh Ballly XKu3Hb. — ®aHb CqHB,
Ka3aJI0Ch, BOBCE HEe OTYauBaJICs, a, HAPOTHB, CKa3asl ¢ ynbiOKoi: — OmHako Be He cOexanu, u [llax
[ITaHbXy HE CMOXKET CIIaCTH BaC IO MPUOLITHY B CTOJNIUIY, TaK 4TO uMiepatop CeBepHoit LIu Bcé
PaBHO 3ampET Bac u Oy[eT MBITaTh, IOKA BH HE YMPETE OT CTAPOCTH, ¥ IIPOCTO OXKHUAATH, YTO BHI
BHITaINTE CEKPET.

B rnazax Csio DHs BAPYT MENbKHYJIO 3aMellaTeTbCcTBo. CerogHs, mocae Cephbe3HOT0 PAHEHHUS, eT0
TICUXOJIOTUY€eCKUH Oaphep, BUAUMO, 3aMETHO 0Cy1al.

— Yro 970 3a cekpeT? — noBTopun ®aub CsSHb CBOM CJI0BA, CKa3aHHEIe Ha NMyTy. — Ecnu Bl maxke
cMepTu He GOMTECh, ToOUYeMy He pelllaeTech ero pacckasath? He roBopuTe, 4TO GBIBAIOT BEIIU
CTpalIHee CMEPTH, S BOoOIIe He Bepo B TAKyO YYIIIb.

Cs10 9Hb, Ka3asoch, TOJIBKO ceifyac I0YyBCTBOBAJI X001 Ha gyule y ®anb CSAHS, YIbIOHYIICS U
3aKpHII POT.

®anp CsHBb BOPYT COMKHYJI BEKH, 3a[yMaBIINCh, & 3aTEM PE3KO0 IPOTSHY PYKY U JIETKO BHIHYT
OTpaBJIeHHYIO UTJTy U3 3aThlIKa Csi0 OHs. C Tex Iop, Kak 3Ty ULy OH BOH3WUJI B aKyIIYHKTYPHYIO
TOo4Ky Cs10 DHIO BO BpeMsi OUTBEL B €JI0BOM JIeCY, OH €€ TaK U He BhIHMMaJ. Korja KOHUUK UTJIbL
MeIJIeHHO BhIeN u3 Tena Csi0 JHs, CTapUK BOPYT OXHYJI, €r0 JIUI0 UCKPUBUIIOCH OT 007U, a U3
HECKOJIbKUX paH, 00JIbIINX U MaJIeHbKUX, Cpa3y OpEI3HYJ1a KPOBb!



— JTa urjia MoXeT IIOMeIaTh KpOBOO6anJ;eHI/IIO, HO Ha CaMOM [eJI€ OHa IIOMOTI'a€T BaM OCTaHOBHUTH
KPOBB. Ecnu BHITAIIUTE €€, BBl JOCUUTAETE TOJIBKO M0 OBAMAIIATH C JIMIITHUM, IIpexne 9eM YMpéTe oT
IIOTEPH KPOBHU, — TUXO0 CKa3all ®anb CsaHb, TErKO CKUMas KOHYUK UTIIBL. — JTO €IUHCTBEHHOE
OpyZXKHue, B KOTOPOM A COBEPIIEHCTBYIOCH, IIO3TOMY A BCETa IMOAXOOHUII K ey CO BCEM CTaPaHHUEM.

KpoBb Tekta o teny Cso JHs, IPOMOYHIIa ero OfeX Iy U Kalaja Ha CuaeHbe. JIUI0 cTapuKa BCé
O7egHe o, a CTapuyecKUii 3amax OT ero Tejla CTAHOBUIICS BCE CHUIbHEEe U CHUIbHEee, CJIOBHO MOCTEIIEHHO
IIPeBpaIlasiCh B 3allaX CMEPTH.

Ho on IMO-IIpeXKHeMYy OepzKall POT Ha 3aMKe.
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Tuk-Tak, TUK-TaK... CKOJIbKO BpEMEHU IIPOIII0, Hen3BeCcTHO, HO ®aHb CSAHB Clierka HaXMypHUJICH,
MOJIHMEHOCHO BHITSIHYJI IIAJTbIIBI ¥ IOBTOPHO TKHYJ Cs10 DHS B OAPYTYI0 aKYIYHKTYPHYIO TOUKY, YTOORI
OCTAaHOBUTBH KPOBOTEUEHHUE. 3aTeM OH aKKypaTHO HaMa3asl Hoc noybecco3HaTenbHOro Cso JHs
CHOTBOPHHEIM CHam00LEM.
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