I'maBa 1431: ITannueckoe 6ercTBo

Hebeca 3apokoTanu. O6yaka ¥ TyMaH CTYCTHIIMCh B OTPOMHYIO PYKY, 3aTMHUBIIYIO He6ocBox. Pyka,
M3JIy4aBIlias KOJIOCCAIbHYIO 3alledYaThBAOIIYI0 CUITy, 3aMeHuIa co6oit HeGeca. Ecimu aTa pyka
OIIYCTHUTCS BHU3, OHA 3allevyaTaeT KyJIbTUBALNIO, XKU3HEHHYIO CUITY, OYIIY Yel0oBeKa... er0 eCTeCTBO!
OT Takoro rpaHAXO3HOTO 3PEJIUIIa Y IIeCTOro TaparoHa IOMYTHJICS Paccymok. Ero oOysin
TPaKTHYECKH XKUBOTHBIA cTpax. OH MMOHUMAJI, eCJIM HUYero He IPUAYMaeT, TO TOYHO CEeTOTHS YMPET!

B 3Bé3mHOM HebOe be30pexkHbIX IIPOCTOPOB MaparoHk ¢ 9 3CCEeHIUSIMY CYUTATNCH TPAKTHYECKH
Heysa3BUMBIMU. OTIACHOCTD /11 HUX IIPENCTABIISAIIN TOIHKO MeCTa BPoje HEKPOIIOJIs U
9KCIIEHTPHUYHBIE 9KCIIEPTH, HAXOMUBINMECS Ha MuKe 9 acceHnuii. M BCE ke celiyac IMeCTOM Mmaparox
3aTHIJIKOM YYBCTBOBAJ XOJIOOHOE OLIXaHUE CMEPTH.

V3 ero ropina BeIpBaJICsl AylIepa3fupalollnii BOIIb. B TaKoil HEIPOCTOM CUTyally OH IPUOETrHy K
€IUHCTBEHHOMY OCTaBILIEMYCS V HEr0 CPEACTBY... TI0XKEePTBOBATh OJHOU M3 3CCEHLUM! ITOT MOCTYIIOK
moporo eMy obonnércs. Crnemyomme 0ecsTh THCSY JIeT OH He CMOXKEeT BIIafieTh CUION 9 3CCeHIuH, U
OoCTaHeTCsI Ha ypoBHe 8. [leTOHAIMs 3CCEHINN B 0OMEH Ha BO3MOXKHOCTh BRIKUTh, TAKOU OBL/ IIJIaH.
Ecnu emy ymacTcs u3bexaTh 3TOM CMEpPTENIbHOM 3aredyaThBaolei METKH, TO OH CMOXKET
00BEOUHUTHCS C BOCBMBEIM ITaparoHoM. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, IIeHOM NafleHus KyJIbTUBAIllUK OH CyMeeT
BBIZKUTH!

— MosH Xao! — 37100HO B3BBIJI IIECTOM ITAPAToOH.

OH pa3Bés pyKu B CTOPOHBEL, TOJHSAB TEM CaMbIM YE€PHO-OesIblil yparaHHBIM BeTep. 3aKPyKUBIIKCH, OH
1I0cepesl ¥ Hadasl yJIbCUPOBATh yKacalllell aypor acceHuud. [Tynbcaiuu ObIIM HACTOIBKO
CUJIbHBIMHU, 4TO 10001 IIaparoH ¢ 8 3CCeHIMAMU 3aTpsccs Obl OT cTpaxa. ITO MOKa3kIBajlo, Kak
Ilasieko OBbIJT TOTOB 3alTH LIECTOM MaparoH, YTOOkl 3aIllUTUTLCA OT aTaku MaH Xao. B cuene
IOCTOMHOM KHUCTH BEJIUKOTO Xy[IOXKHUKA, YparaH CTOJIKHYJICSI C OTPOMHOM HeOeCHO! PYKOH.
Kaszanocs, OyaTo 3eMHasi TBepab 00pyIIuIach Ha Hebeca B BEHIIIIMHE.

Hap pyxoit Hebec mapun Max Xao. Ero xanar xjionasn Ha BEeTPy, aypa UCTo4ala OgHY JIUIIb
KPOBOXKAaIHOCTh, Ha JIMIle 3aCThlIa X0JI0gHas MacKa. [lof yparaHHEIM BETPOM, OJIULIETBOPSIBIINM
3eMHYI0 TBePAOb, CTOSIJI paCTPENaHHEIM IeCTOM naparoH. CTOJIKHOBEHUE [BYX CUJI IPOU30IIIO0
IpaKTU4YeCKN MTHOBeHHO. OrpOMHas pyKa U yparaHHBIM BeTep... HaJleTeNu ApyT Ha gpyra.
[TonyuuBIIerocs B UTOre B3pkiBa ObLJIO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR yHUYTOXKUTE Hebo u 3emiio. Kazamocs,
OynTo BCE cyllee pa3opBajio Ha KycKu!

[ToxxepTBOBAB OHOM 3CCEHINEN, IIIECTOM ITaparoH B OTYASTHUY 3aKpUyasl. XOTh €My U IIPUIIIOCH
paccTaThCs TOJIBKO C OOHOMU, OTEPSI MaXKe OMHOM 3CCEHIUY OIIyIlanach Kak IoTeps BCEX OEBITH.
Yparas peBen Kak OpaKoH, IEITasCh MOTJIOTUTh TUTAHTCKYIO PYKY. M TeM He MeHee HeOecHas pykKa,
Hecymas B ce0e 3amevyaThBaloOIIy0 MeTKy MaH Xao, MpooiizKaia HEYMOIMMO OITyCKaThCsI BHU3.
Yparan paccesicsi, mociie 4ero Bo BCe CTOPOHHI YOapuia BOJHA OT B3PhIBa 9CCEHIUH IIECTOTO
TaparoHa, 0TYero BHU3Y 06pa30Bajics MIMPOKUi KpaTep. XOTh pyKa B pe3yJibTaTe B3PhIBa JIUIIUIACH
YEeTHIPEX TTaJIbLIEB, OHA BCE Ke CyMesia yCTosATh. [locmequuit namel npoaokuil 6eCrpensiTCTBEHHO
OIIyCKaThCSl BHU3, OOHAKO OH pacTepsijl CBOIO 3allevaThBaoIIyio cuiy. [llecToi maparoH 3akalisics
KPOBBIO, €T0 JIUII0 TOCEPETIO, & CaM OH, Ka3aJoCh, IIOCTapesl Ha ThHCAYy feT. Ha Hero HaBanmumach
HelepegaBaeMasi yCTalIoCTh, HO JIMIIO TO-IPEXKHEMY UCKaXKalla CBUpeNas TprMaca, a Tjila3a TOpeu
HEHABUCTHIO.

— Tebe He yOuTh MeHs, MaH Xao! — co cMexoM 3akpuyas oH. — f HHKOTrHa He 3a0ydy HadaTyio
T00OM Bpaxkzy!



HeHaBucTs 1ecToro maparosa K Man Xao HakOHeI] JOCTUTJIa CBOETO HKa. HecMOTps Ha BCIO
OpaBajgy, OH BOCIIOJIb30BAJICS CUJION B3PHIBA, He 3a0kIB HOOABUTh 9HEPTHH KYIbTUBALIMY, YTOOHI C
MaKCHUMaJIbHO BO3MOXKHOU CKOPOCTBHIO PBaHYTh K BOCbMOMY ITaparoHy. TOT TOXe CIEeLINI K HeMy Tak
OBICTPO, KaK MOT. M3H Xao C ero TeKyIIMM YPOBHEM CHUJIB He MOT Ha PaBHBIX TPOTUBOCTOSTh UM
OBOMM. ITO IMOHUManN ¥ MaH Xao, ¥ 1IeCTOM MaparoH, ¥ BOCbMOU ITaparoH.

Bupst 3aBepIiieHre UX CMEPTENIbHOI0 MOeJUHKA, Jaxke BOCbMOM maparoH ¢ 001er4eHrueM BhIIOXHYI.
I[To ero mpukungkam, MaH Xao q0mkeH OB MOHSTh, YTO CXBAaTKe IMPHUIIEN KOHell. Eciu XKe oH cuuTan
MHaye, TO MPOOOJIXKeHNe MOeANHKa IIOCTaBUT €T0 B BeCbMa HEeBLITOMHOE ITONI0XKeHHNe. Bcé-Taku
CpaxKeHue MeXay OByMS IlaparoHaM{ pPaHO WM MO3THO MOYYBCTBYIOT OCTalbHEIE, BOT TOTAa UM
TOYHO IMPUOETCS OCTAHOBUTHCS. ITA YBEPEHHOCTH ¥ CTajla MPUYMHOM, T0YeMY JaabHENIIne COORITUS
IIOJTHOCTBIO BEIOMITM BOCEMOT'O ITaparoHa u3 Koyieu. To, YTO OH CYUTAJI COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHEIM,
BHE3aIIHO CTaJI0 BO3MOXKHBIM.

MbosH Xao B HeOe X07100HO Ha0II0as 3a OTCTYIAOIIUM IIEeCThIM ITaparoHOM U CIIeIIAIlIUM K HeMy Ha
BBIPYYKY BOCHMBIM IIaparoOHOM.

— Ecnu 51 ckazai, 4To cobupaiock yOuTh Te0s, 3HAUUT, CETOOHS ThH YMPEIIb, — CO CIIOKOMHOM
MPAYHOCTHIO B I'0OJIOCE CKa3aJl OH.

9710 3asBrneHue OLIIO M0 60K 1MOX0XkKe Ha TO, UTO OH CKa3aJjl IIPO0 METKY BO BPeMs UX ITePBOM CXBATKHU.
Cepaiie mecToro naparoHsa 3a0u10Ch B XaOTUUHOM puTMe. M3aH Xao MOJHSII IPaByi0 HOTY U chefal
miar Brepéen. CTOUIO ero HoTe OYCTUTHCS, KaK BOKPYT HET'0 pa3/injiach 3CCEHIMs BpeEMeHH, a Koraa
OH TIOIIEN BIEPEN B KAKOU-TO MPUUYIIMBOM MaHepe, OHa Hadajla CTPEMUTENIBHO YCUTUBAThCS. B
CJIeAYIOIIUY MUT 3TO IMOBIUSJIO Ha MUDP BOKPYT HETO U Ha BpeMs! Choenas IOCIEQHUM IIar, OH UCYEes3.
OmHOBpPEMEHHO C 9THM BpeMs HadaJjlo JBUTAThCsI B 00paTHY0 cTOpoHy. IllecToii maparod He MOT
BOCIIPOTUBUTHCS YEMY-TO ITO0OHOMYy. MrHOBEeHHEM paHee OH C 06JleTueHHueM U PafioCThio Ha JIUIle
JIeTesl K BOCBMOMY ITaparoHy... KakK BAPYT ero ImoHecao o6paTHO!

BOCbMOMy IIaparoHy 3TO BUOEJIOCH TakK, GYJITO €r'0 TOBAPHIIl BHE3AITHO PEIINII BEPHYTHCA Ha3ad.
CHauasa ImecTou IIaparoH Ha4dall YOaJlIdaTbCsA OT BOCBMOTO ITaparoHa, IIOTOM B3PLEIBHASA BOJIHA,
IMMOJIy4YHBIIAsICsA B pe3yJIbTaTe CTOJIKHOBEHUA CJIeTOHHpOBaHHOfI 3CCEeHI U U HeOecHOU PyKH,
BEPHYJIACh K IIMUIOEHTPY B3PHIBA. CII0BHO HEKas CUJa YIIpaBJidjla IIOTOKOM BpeMeHI/I!

B ogun MmoMeHT M9H Xao BHe3aIllHO BO3HUK Iepe] OIIajIeBIINM IIeCTHIM IaparoHoM. Kak 6yaro oH
MOT TTIePeMeCTUTHLCS B 110001 MOMEHT BPeMeHH 110 CBOeMy XkeflaHuio. OT YBUIEHHOTO BOCHMOM
TIaparoH 3aCTHIJT CJIOBHO BKOTIAHHBIH. FI3yMeHre CJI0BHO OKeaHCKHe BOJIHBEL pa3 3a Pa3oM
pa3buBanucek 06 ero cephiie.

— Bpewms... accennusa BpeMeHu! HeT, y acCeHIIMM BpeMeHU He Takas aypa. ITO... 9TO XKe...

BoceMmoii naparos ¢ mIyMoM BTSIHYJI ITOJIHYIO I'PYAb Bo3ayxa. [IpsaMo y Hero Ha ria3ax MaH Xao
KOCHYJICS TTanbiieM j16a ero ToBapuiia. ITorom MaH Xao OBICTPO HAaUYePTHUI BOKPYT IIECTOTO IaparoHa
KBafpaT. Toro Tpsicio, ¢ caMOro Hadaja BIJIOTh [0 3TOr0 MOMEHTa OH He CMOT BBIPBAThCS U3 JIall
nepxaied ero cunbl. Co3maBanoch BliedatiieHne, OyATo OH faxke He BuOesl MaH Xao nmepep coboi u
II03TOMY He CTajl COIPOTUBIATHCS CBEUYEHUI0, KOTOPOE COpPBaioch ¢ pyku MaH Xao. Ero
KyJIbTUBALMS, OyIlla U TeJ0 OKa3aauch 3amedaTaHnl. [IlecTo maparoH nMpeBpaTUiICS B KapTUHY,
KOTOpas npusemnunack MaH Xao Ha 1afoHb!

Ot ycunus méku Mo Xao clerka IMoKpacHeId, HO OH JIKIIb XOJIOJHO TOBEPHYJICS K BOCBMOMY
naparony. C HeJOBEpHUEM T Ha MECTO, IJie TOJIbKO YTO CTOSIJI €r0 TOBAPHIL, OH CaM He 3aMeTHJI,
KaK ero Hayajo TPSICTH OT cTpaxa. BockMo# maparoH MpocTo He MOT IIOBEPUThH CBOMM TJla3aM.



"9T0 XKe... yacTuia ayps Microka [lao B popme HUctoka [Jao BpeMmenu!"

OT 9TOTr0 OTKPHITUS OH BECh IIOKPHIJICS XOJIOOHEIM ITIOTOM, a TIOTOM C AUKUMHU BOIIJISIMHU OPOCHIICS
Oexatb. BocpMoO¥ ITaparoH ¢ caMoro Hadasa 3Has 0 MorymuiecTse Mas Xao. Eme fo nonagasus B
HEKPOIIOJIb €TI0 CXBaTKa C LIeCTHIM [TaparoHOM IT0Ka3ajia BCeM, HaCKOJIbKO OIACHEIM OH ObLI
IPOTUBHUKOM. [103TOMYy Y BOCBMOTO ITaparoHa fiaXke B MEICJISIX He OBIJIO €T0 IIPOBOLMPOBaTh, HO OH He
MOT OCJIyIIaThCa IpuKa30B LI3uHb FOHbBIIAHS, MOJIONOr0O YeloBeKa B 30JI0TOM XanaTe. BoT nmouemy oH
Haral Ha MaH Xao Ha MOCTYy.

Kak u Bce ocTanbHBEIE OH IOIaraj, 4YTo MaH Xao morub B 6e3gHe. Bcé-Taku HUKOMY elle He
yZOaBasioch BEIOpaThCa 0TTyha XKuBKM. OTKyna eMy ObUIO 3HaTh, 4TO M3H Xao yieneet? [lonydus
coo01IeHMe OT IIeCTOT0 ITaparoHa, OH He3aMe[INTEeIbHO IIOCIIeINII Ha ToMOIb. Ha MecTe OH cTan
CBUMIETEJIEM ITOpaxalollel BooOpakeHre CXBAaTKH, a T0TOM MaH Xao cfea HeBO3MOXKHOE
BO3MOXKHEIM. M HaKOHell, OH COOCTBEHHBIMHU I'Jla3aMU YBU[IEJI HEUTO, IPEB30IIe/IIee 3CCEHIINY,
HEKWY CIIJIaB IPOCTPAHCTBa ¥ BPEMEHY, OTHAJIEHHO HalIOMUHAOLINY 110 CBOUM CBOXCTBAM TO, 4TO
npucyme VcToky [Jao. B utore 3ToT ciinaB npuHAN GopMy yKacarwlllel 3anedaThBaiollel MeTKu!

— Xouerb c6exkaTh? — PaBHOAYIIHO CIipocun MaH Xao.

Crousio eMy 3TO CKa3aTh, KaK BOCHMOW MaparoH ymapun cebs 1mo teMeHu. ETo Teno mocTapesno u
JIUIIAIOCH BHYIIMTEIHHOTO KOIMYECTBa XKU3HEHHOM cumbl. OH flaXke MM0KepPTBOBaJ YaCThi0
[ONTOJIETUS Paild YMOIIOMPAUYUTEILHOTO PHIBKA. B MrHOBeHUE OKa OH yMy4asics Bgasib. OH OB He
IIPOCTO HaIyraH, UM oBJafen yxkac. OguH Bonpoc Man Xao oOpaTul BOCEMOTO ITlaparoHa B
naHn4yeckoe 6erctBo. HemyopeHo, yuuThiBas Cygp0y, KOTOpast IIOCTUTTIA IIECTOr0 ITaparoHa.

MsH Xao mopaxEéHHO MOCMOTpPEN Beyen cOexkaBiieMy naparony. 2Kajakue MOIBITKY MIECTOTO
nmaparoHa cbexaTh He I HU B KaKOe CPaBHEHME C TeM, YTO CHesall ero BOChbMoi coOpat. Tot
feccrmegHO UCcYe3, a 3HAYUT, OBICTPO HAUTH U OOTHATHL €ro He yoacTcs. MaH Xao HaxXMypPHUJIICS.
OueBHIHO... OH HACTOJIBKO HAIyTaJl BOCBMOTO IIaparoHa, YTo TOT 6e3 OTJISIAKN yMYasics HaCTOJIBKO
IaJIeKo, HaCKOJILKO OBLI CIIOCOOEeH.

"UT0 K, TOPOIUTHLCSA HEKyHA. [Ipy CBeleHUH CUETOB CIIEIKa HU K ueMy. Thl MoxKellb c6exkaTh, HO 5
3HAl0, KyZia BBl BCe HaIpaBJIseTech".

MbosH Xao X0JIOMHO XMBIKHYJI ¥ IBUHYJICS K MECTY, BUIleHHOMY 13-3a IpefenoB be30pekHbIX
[TpocTopos. K 11eHTPY KOHTUHEHTA, THe celiyac HaXO[uiach SKCIeTUIIMOHHAS I'PYIIla ¥ MOJIOOMN
YeJI0OBEK B 30JI0TOM XaJjIaTe.
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