I'maBa 1425: BeeBwlHUM cTpamuTca beccmepTHOrO
— Vx...

XOTh IIECTOH ITaparoH HU4ero He BUAEN, C ero YPOBHEM KyJIbTUBALIMYU OH OYEeHb YYTKO OIIYIIAJl ayphl.
Bce mrogu Boxkpyr MaH Xa0 4yBCTBOBaJIM... UTO JIE[leHAIasa aypa Ipucaraia eMy B BepHocTu! ¥
[IECTOTO MaparoHa OKPYTJIMAUCH Tna3a. Hu ero cuma, HYA XKejne3Hble HEPBBI HE TOMOTIN. Y HEro
IIepexBaTUIIO JbIXaHUE, a B pyKax II0gBUIach APOXKb. BOCbMOY MmaparoH ollapalleHHO KPYTHUIl
T'0JIOBOI, SIBHO HE B COCTOSIHMY IIOBEPUTD B PEATTBHOCTH MMPOUCXOMSIIETr0. Y APYTUX IaparoHoB Oblyia
Takas ke peakuusi. OHU TO U feso 6pocanu Ha MaH Xao KOockle B3TNAbL. [Iporcxopsiiee YOUBUIIO UX
maxe 00JbIlle, Y4eM IIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAHHAS UM CHJIa B IOEIWHKE C IIECTHIM IIaparoHOM.

['maBa WKOIEI C IIyMOM BTSIHYII B JIETKXE BO34yX. OH OKUHYII B3TJIAAOM OKPYTY ¥ HaKOHEIl B3TJIHY I
Ha M3sH Xao, MBICTIEHHO IIPU3HABIINCH caMOMy cele, UTO BCe MIPUHSTHIE UM PELIeHUST OTHOCUTEIIBHO
M>3H Xao oKa3anuch BEpHLIMU.

"9T0 He ymanoch Ol Jaxe AeBSITOMY ITaparoHy, — IIOgyMaJl OH, — 9TO IIPEBOCXOAUT CHUIIY OKa fao!"

B 5TOT MOMEHT IJ1aBa IIKOJIBI OKOHYATENIbHO YOequIcs, oy IMYNHOM IeBSTOT0 IIaparoHa CKphIBaICs
M3H Xao. Y B TO XKe BpeMs ero HUUyTh 3TO HE PACCTPOUIIO.

— Ecnu T MOT cHienaTh 3T0 paHbllle, Tak, KaKoro 4épTa, CTONbKO XKfAan? TH... — He IofyMasB
OpsSKHYJI IIeCTOU IaparoH.

OcranbHBlE TAPAroHBl CTAJIU MATUTLCS OT HETO, CJIOBHO OT YyMHOTO. [Ipexpe 4eM OH ycnen
3aKOHYUTH, ETO X0I0OHO 000pBai MaH Xao:

— 3aKpou macThb!

B atu c;moBa MaH Xao He CTas BKJIaAbIBaTh MHOTO CHJIBEI, HO X OECKOHEYHBIN XOJI0] TOYyBCTBOBAIIN
BCe. Y MIeCTOro maparoHa 3aryaesnno B royioBe. OH OMSTh OTKPEUT POT, YTOOH YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CJI0BA
3aCTPSIIK B ropsie. BochbMoii Taparod HeImogaaéKy TSKeJI0 B3TOXHYIL.

Bcneq 3a cmoBamu M3sH Xao IOCHBIIANCI POKOT. Korma rHeBaeTcsd UMIIEpPaTop, ero MoggaHHbIe TOXKe
MIPUXOAAT B IpoCTh. OKpyXKaBIliMe WX IPU3PakKy XKYTKO B3BbIIM, X BCEe KaK OOUH IIOCMOTPENH Ha
IIeCTOTO MaparoHa. ToT, pa3yMeeTcs, HUYero He BUeJ, HO IIPOH3UBILKMN A0 KOCTEU XOJI0[ 3aCTaBHUII
IIPOTJIOTUTH €II€ He BRICKA3aHHYI0 KOJIKOCTh. I100/1eHeBIINH ITaparoH MOMISTHIICS Ha Iapy IIaros.
Bcé ero ectecTBO 3axJIeCTHYJIO YYBCTBO HAaABUTAIOIIENCS CMEPTEIbHOM O0NIaCHOCTU. OH ITOHKUMAJ, YTO
ero XKu3Hb celiyac HaXOOUTCS B pyKax MaH Xao, CTOUT eMy I0KeJlaTh U IPU3paKy yObIOT €ro.

"Kak takoe Moro npou3outu?! OH 3aCTaBUJI IPU3PAKOB IPUCATHYTh €My B BEPDHOCTH U TeIlePhb
MOXKeT UMM yIpaBiaTh! Pa3se... Takoe BO3MOXKHO?!"

[Toka 1IeCcTO¥ IaparoH MBITANICS YHATh OPOXKb, BIEPEN BHILIET I'JIaBa MIKOJIL 1 00paTuics K MaH Xao:

— JleBSATHIN, OyMalo, MOXKHO OTPaHUYUTHCSA JIETKMM HaKa3aHHEM. BCE-Taku MbI Ha OOHOM CTOPOHE.
Henb3st m0o3BONMUTE U Aasblile 3peTh BHYTPEHHUM Pa3HOTJIaCUSIM.

MosHu Xao Mom4a TIOBEPHYII T'OJIOBY M XOJIOOHO CMEPHUIJI B3rJIAAOM IIECTOrO IMaparoHa.

— B 6ymymiem, Korfa s TOBOPIO, MEPKU CBOM POT Ha 3aMKe. B MpOTUBHOM ciIy4ae s He MPOTUB
ImepenaTh TBOM TUTYI IIECTOr0 MaparoHa KOMy-To ele!



Y mecToro maparosa KpoBb OTJIMIA OT juia. Ero ria3a 3706HO CBEPKHYIIM, HO OH HUYEro He CKa3all.
XKaxpa youiicTBa B €ro CEPAIe CTaja el CUIIbHEe.

— Temeps T, — oOpatuncst Mas Xao K BOCbMOMY ITaparoxHy.

ToT cmenan rioy00KuM BOOX U HAaTSHYTO YIBIOHYJICS, TIOCIIe Yer0 OrPaHUYUIICS CII0KEHHBIMU
JagoHsIMU B TOKI0He. Ha 9T0 MaH Xao MpayHOo cBUHYJ OpoBU. 3HaUYeHNE WX HEIaBHUX 0OBUHEHUN
OBbLJI0 IPefeNIbHO SICHBIM, [1a ¥ Peaklys [0 9TOr0 arpeCcCUBHOIO IIECTOr0 TaparoHa MHOT0e eMy
CKa3ana.

“Tlocre TOro Kak S UX TaK OTYMTAJl, — 3aAyMaJiCid OH, — OHM HUYEro He OTBETUIU. DTO SIBHO
HaMeKaeT, YTO Yy HUX 3a CIIMHOU CTOUT KTO-TO HAMHOTO CUJIbHEe ux camux. Ho kTo?"

MbosH Xao MBICJIEHHO MTPOKPYTHUI BCe COOBITUS 3a ITOCTIeOHUE OecsaTh JieT. B mKone be30pekHbIX
[TpocTOpOB UMEJIOCH YETBEPO IPAKTHUKOB Ha IMUKe 9 3cceHIui. OmHUM OBIJI I'TaBa CEKTHI, APYTUM
MyXK4HMHa B IIecyaHoii Oype C XPUILIBIM I'0JIOCOM, KOTOPHEIM HaBECTUII €70 BO BPeEMS YeIUHEHHOM
MepuTaiuu. [IByx apyrux MaH Xao He BcTpedas. Ero ria3a 61ecHynu, OH BHOBL BEPHYJI Ha JIUII0
Oe3MATEXRHYI0 MacKy. [lociaB pafy SKCIeprMeHTa ITOTOK CBOEU BOJIYM B IPU3PAKOB, OH C
yOuBjIeHuEeM 00HAPYXKWII, YTO Te PACCTYIUIUCh, OTKPHIB UM IyTh! TOT caMsblii yTh 6€3 TPU3PaKOB,
II0 KOTOPOMY OHU LY U3HAYaJIbHO!

Bes mpomenieHus OH MMOBEJ IPYIY Biepéen. ['71aBa IIKOJIBL AepKaJics 3a HUM, OCTaJIbHbIEe TTaparoHEb!
TOXKe He OTCTaBaJiu. 3a CJIefyIollKe IOJIOHS OHU MPOIIKA PACCTOSTHUS 0O0JIbIlle, YeM eciiu Obl UX [IBa
IHS BEJ TMlaBa MKOJEL. K TOMY Ke mof mpeiBOAUTEIbCTBOM CTapHKa 9TH [BA OHS WX Ha KaXIOM YTy
nomzkunasna Osl OIIaCHOCTb.

B utore onu noOpanuck 00 KOHIa IyTH. [lepen HUMU JexKajl HEBEPOSTHHIX Pa3MepOB KOHTUHEHT,
BCiony pyuHbl. CTosiza rpoOoBas TUIIMHA. 3eCh ObIIIO He MECTO XKHUBHIM. [Ipu3paku BCIO IOPOTY
cnemoBaau 3a MaH Xao, HO OHM OCTAHOBUIIMCH Iepe KOHTUHEHTOM ¥ IIOCMOTPENH KyIa-TO BOAb.
Cyns 1o BceMy, OHU He XKeJlaJli CTyIaTh Ha 3eMJIM KOHTUHEHTa.

MsH Xao mOBEpHYJICS K HUM U, XOTh €r0 OKO a0 OBIIO 3aKPHITHIM, OH BCE €II1€ YYBCTBOBAJ MX
npucyTtcTBue. [1o HeOHATHON IPUYMHE OH OLIYTHJI, KaK OpOH30Bas naMma, Oyaydu 4acThio €ro,
BHE3aIIHO 3aTOCKOBAJa.

"TomxHO OBITH, OHU IIPEKJIOHUIIM KOJIEHU Iepe[ MPeIbIyIIuM Bilafie/iblieM OpOH30BOM JTaMITHL... Eciu
IIOJyMaThb, €CTh IIAHC, YTO 3Ta JIaMIIa B IIPOIIIOM ITpHHA/JIexkasla naTpuapxy be3opexkHrbie
IIpocTopsr".

MbsH Xa0 CI0XKHUJI TafOHK ¥ HU3KO IOKJIOHMIICS NMpu3pakaM. B romoBax HabmMOOaBIINX 32 9THM
IIaparoHOM KpyxKHuJjla 1ejas MelllaHWuHa MbIC/iel. MexXay KOHIIOM IIYTH U KOHTUHEHTOM BUCEJ MOCT,
CIIOKOMHO pacKauuBasCh B 3B€30HOM Hebe. OfMH ero KoHel] OblJI TPKUBS3aH K KOHTUHEHTY, IPYTOx —
K OTPOMHOMY aCTepPOHAY, HeTIOABUKHO 3aBUCIIEMY B TyCTOTE. B JIUII0 TIOOSIM yIapuil MOPHIB
XOJIOOHOTO BETpa, MPUHECs ¢ co60¥ 3amax CMepTH u pa3noxkeHus. CI0XKHO CKa3aTh, OTKYya OH
B3SJICSI MJIM Ky[Ia [OyJI, HO, TIOX0XKe, MMEHHO M3-3a 9TOT'0 BEYHOCTh He YTUXAOIIET0 BeTPa MOCT
PacKaymBaJCs U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY. MHOTMe HAIIA 3TOT (eHOMeH BeChbMa 3arafloYHbIM.

OCTaHOBUBIIKCEH IIepeq HadyaioM MocTa, MaH Xao IOBEpHYJICS K I'JlaBe IIKOJIBL. YyTh 03aau
HacTopoxeHHO ornsaneiBanuck Cy U u Cuns FOs. [lake OHU YyBCTBOBA/IM 3araflOuyHy0 1
HEPBUPYIOIIYIO aypy MOCTa.

— M&I BHOBB 0OpaiCh M0 MOCTa, — OOBSIBUII I'JIaBa IIKOJB. — MBI yKe JBaXKObl BUOETH 3TOT MOCT.
CeropHs TpeTtuil... [Ipominbie iBe BbIJIa3KK MHI [oOWpaNuCh Ciofia APYTrou noporoi. He Tako# nErkon



1 0e30ImacHoOM, Kak B 9TOT pa3. — CTapuK B3TJISTHYJI Ha MOCT CO CMECBIO PaioCTH ¥ PEUIUMOCTH. —
[IBa IPOIILIX pa3a MBI MBITAJIUCH IIEpecedb ero, HoO HaC OCTAHOBUJIM Ha cepeguHe. Bo BpeMs
IIOCJIeIHE! MOMBITKY HaM yHaloCh Iepeceds ABe TPETHU MOCTa. MHOTHE U3 HAIlUX MOOYMHEHHBIX U
CO3[IaHHBIX KJIOHOB IMOTUO M. [[eBATHIN, MBI B3I/ Te0s Clofla 13-3a TBOETO OKa fao... [loxkamyicTa,
B3TJITHU UM Ha MOCT, X THI BCE IIOMMEIIIb.

MbsH Xao ToT4ac OTKPHUI TPeTUH rna3 Ha J10y. B 3TOT Ke MUT Bech MUP U3MeHUIICS. MOCT ocTascs Ha
MecCTe, HO Ha IPYTroM KOHIIE... TIOCPeH jieca CTPOEHU CHOBasio 6ecyncieHHOe MHOXKECTBO
IIPaKTHKOB... Tenepsb purypa Ha geBSTOM KOHTUHEHTEe CTajla 3aMeTHO scHee. Ha TpoHe cupgen
MyX4MHa U CMOTpeJI OH Ha M3H Xao.

— BCEBHIIIHAH... CTPAIIUTCS BeCCMEPTHOTO... — ero TOJI0C TOXKe CTaJIo Jydlle CIBIIHO. — He
JKeJaeT MosiBjieHusT BeccMepTHOTO... eMy HyxkeH [[eMoH... U3MeHYuBOCTh [leMoHa mogo0Ha
n3MeHunBoCcTH Hebec... [[eMOH He MOKeT MOsIBUTHCS 6e3 CKop6u... ECnu TH yMpEIs, BCeMy KOHEIL...

M3H Xao 3acTbsul. TOJIBKO OH MOT CIIBIIIATE 3TOT 'OJIOC, a IIpU yIoMuHaHuY "[leMoHa" ero pasym
nporayi. HakoHeIl OH OTBEI ra3a OT (QUTYyPH Ha TPOHE U B3TJIIHYJ Ha MOCT. HeBeposTHO... HO MOCT
OB clleflaH He U3 [epeBa UM MeTaJjlla, a U3 IIeBesAlleics 1 KpoBoToYallei miotu. 2KyTkoe
3penuiue.

OH BUJIeT MHOXKECTBO TSHYIIUXCS PYK, U3PefKa CKIIafbIBAIOLIMECS B Maru4ecKre MacChl, 0TYEero
MOCT IIPOIUTHIBAIM 3MaHAIIUK CIEePKUBAIOIINX 3aKJISITHHM. B HEKOTOPHIX MecTax OHU 0BT 0COOEHHO
CUJIBHHI, B IPYTUX — COBCEM c1abbIMu. BOKpyT MocTa KTyOuIICs KpOBaBO-KpACHHIHM TyMaH. Mi3pefika B
TyMaHe TOSB/ISIMCH I'7la3a, KOTOPHIE C XKagHOCTBI0O CMOTpeu Ha MaH Xao u el mo3aiu.

CambIM HEBEPOSITHBIM OTKPHITUEM CTaJIO TO, YTO HAXOAUJIOCH 10T MOCTOM. BMeCTO myCTOTH, TaM
3usijia TUTAHTCKas 0e3gHa. M3 e€ rinyOuH KapaOKaics TPEXT0IOBEIHA TUraHT. OT ero SIPOCTHBIX
BOIIJIEH, TPeBpPalllaBIINXCS B yparaHHBIM BETEDP, MOCT HauWHa/l PaCKayuBaThCSd U3 CTOPOHHI B
cTtopony. CITOBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB Ha ce0e 4ei-To B3TJISA[l, TPX I'OJIOBEI TIOBEPHYIKUCH, U IIECTh Iap Ijia3
BHUMATEJILHO IToCcMOTpenu Ha MaH Xao. Korga ux B3risaabl BCTPETUINCH, 110 pa3yMmy MsH Xao
IIpOKaTHIach yrpoxkarias Bojis ruranTa. ETo rina3a xomogHo 3abiecTeny, IOTOM OH XMBIKHYII U
yIapui HOTOM 110 3eMJie, HaHeCs ynap 00KeCTBEeHHBIM CO3HAHUEM. MOCT OISITh 3aKaydaJjCs, a TUTaHT
B SIDOCTH B3PEBEJI, OOHAKO BCE TPU I'OJIOBHL TYT K€ OTBEPHYIUCH.

— O9TO MOCT U3 IIJIOTH ¥ KPOBU. BOKPYT KIIyOUTCST TyMaH, a TPEXTOJIOBHIM TUHTAHT BHU3Y, CJIOBHO THTP
TIOMIKHUIAeT CBOIO MOOBIUY.

Kak Tonmpko MaH Xao momgenusics CBOMMYU HabII0NeHusIMU, OCTaJIbHbEIe B I'PYIIIe Mocephe3nend. ['aBa
IIIKOJIBI KUBHYIL.

— ITOT MOCT — eIMHCTBEHHBIN ITyTh Ha MTEPBHIN KOHTUHEHT. CTYNMB HAa HET0, MOXKHO COUTH C HETO C
TOW WJIU [IPYTOoi CTOPOHEL. Ho eciu ocTaThCsl HA 9TOM MOCTY CJIMIIKOM [OJITO — CMEPTh HEMUHYEMa.
Becb MOCT ycesiH cepKHBalOIIUMK 3aKIATUSIMU. JII000e HeBepHOe IBUXKEHNUE MOXKET BIIOCIECTBUN
IIPUBECTH K CTPAIIHOM KaTacTpode. OOuH HeBepHBHIH 1Iar cAefiaTh He CTPAIlHO, HO YeM GOoJIbllle MBI
Oymem omuOaThCs, TEM BhIIIE OyIeT YPOBEHb MarudeCcKOM CHITbI, KOTOPAsi MOXKET B30PBaThCS B
OTIpefeNIEHHBIX MaTru4ecKUx y3nax. Eciu 9To mpou30iaéT, HaMm yxe He 1oOpaThCs OO0 MEPBOTO
KOHTHHEHTAa. BOT moyeMy HaM HY2KHO TBOE OKO fao, [eBsThii. OHO CTIOCOOHO BUIETh CKPHLITOE B
nycToTe. I[lomoru HaM 000MTH OMacHbLIe CHEPKUBAIOIIKeE 3aK/IATHS, @ B MECTaX, I'le TaK U HA4e
IPUAETCS IPOXOOUTE Yepe3 3aKJISATUS, YKaXKU HaM Ha ciabeiiliee U3 BCeX.

['maBa IIKOJIBI CIIOKUJI JIANOHU ¥ HU3KO0 IIOKJIOHMICSI M3H Xao.

— 9T0 Hama K Te0e mpockba, coOpaT maoc. Ecimu MbI mpeycnieeM, s o6eraio Tebe MECTO Cpeau Hac.
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