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Korpma msiThIlt cMepy paciascs, ero aTaKyollas Cuja yoapuia BO BCe CTOPOHEL. BMecTe ¢ KpOBbIO
Mot Xao Hayvaa KallISTh YaCTUI[AMKA BHYTPEHHUX OpraHoB. ETo BHOBL OTHIBLIPHYIIO e1é OIuke K
MeCTY, Tlle CpazKauCh IaparoHkl. Temepb OT HUX €r0 OTHENISIIN BCEro JIMIIb TPUAIATh THICSY METPOB
3BE3MHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBA.

— Ceropns Thl Oynmels TpuHeCEH B xkepTBy 1 Hebecam! — rpomornacHo 06bsBUII BIagbIKa 1a0
Yy2KaKOB.

Ero rnaza cusinu anbiM. B3MaxoM pyKu OH ITOCTIAJI IIeCTOM U MocaefHul cMepy Brepén! OmHO TO, YTO
MbosH Xao BeIIepzKaj aTaky IsSTH CMepuel, II0Ka3kIBaio, HACKOIbKO ke OH Obll cunéH. OH yxKe
TIOJTHSIJICS BBIIIIE YPOBHS BIAOBIKYU a0 C 6 acceHusaMu. OfHaKO ero cOOCTBeHHas CUJjla ClierKa
OremHena Ha poHe BEPXOBHOTO BIAOLIKM B OJHOM IlIaTre OT YPOBHS ITaparoHa.

B mecToi cMepy GbIJI0 BI0KEHO G0JIbIlle BCET'0 CUIIB, 3BE3MHOE HEDOO Ha ero MyTH CKPy4YHUBaiIoCh U
MCKaXanochk. Bce 3aKOHBI MPUPOOLI ¥ Maruu ObIIM Pa30pBaHbl Ha YaCTH, KOTMa 3TOT CMEpPY
nmoMuarsncs K Man Xao. [Ipu Bufe HagBUrawIeics yrpo3sl ri1a3da Mad Xao nokpacHenu. OH BHOBb
TIOTHSIT PYKY, Ipu3BaB 60eBoe opyxkue. X0I0oHell MPeBpaTUCS B HOCIeXH, a MacTUd B aJibli IIIall.
MbosH Xao ¢ pEBOM BBIPOC [I0 TPEX THICSY METPOB. B TO ke BpeMs 60eBoe OpyKue YIIMHUIOCH U
npuobpero emie 6onee myraoiui Bun. MaH Xao He cTal OTCTynaTh. 30exkaTh 3TOM aTaku OBIIO
HeJb35, 3TO OH ITOHMMAJI, I03TOMY, BCKUHYB 00€BO€ OpyXkKHe, OH pybaHy/I UM II0 IIeCTOMYy CMepyy!

— Pa3zpybaii! — B3peBen oH.

Vi3 60eBoro opyKusi OPHI3HYII CIETMSALUIUN CBET, II03TOMY [JIsI 3pUTEJIeN ero aTaka Ha IIeCTOM CMepd
BBITJIsIfIeNIa, KaK CTOJIKHOBEHME OTHEHHOU OypH € JTydoM ucKpsilerocs cBeta. C TpeCKoM cMepyd Obll
pa3py06JieH momonaM, Ho 3a 3T0 M3H Xao IPUILJIOCH 3allJIaTUTh HEITIOMEPHYIO 1leHy. boeBoe opyxkue
MCUYEe3JI0, IOCTIEXH C IUKUM BOIIJIEM XOJIOAIa pa30unuch. KpoBaBhlli MacTHU(} TOXKe MPOTSIKHO B3BEHII.
Haxe momyras 3aTpsicio oT 6o0u. Uto mo MaH Xao, 6ONBIIMHCTBO KOCTEN B €T0 TeJle PaCKOJIOIHUCH,
OoJbIlIe TIOJIOBUHEL €T0 IIJIOTH B30PBAIOCh (OHTAHOM KPOBABHIX OPHI3T. Ero co3HaHue Havasa
OKYTHIBATh IEJIEHON ThMa, OCTaBIIeeCs TeJI0 HallOMKUHAIo CKeJleT. Boo6aBoK KO BCeMy ero
OTIIBLIPHYJIO Ha3af, Telephb J0 CpakalolIUXCs MaparoHoB OBIJI0O MeHee TPEX THICSY METPOB.

— Temeps Tebe TOYHO KOHeTI!

Bepx0oBHEIY BlafiblKa 4y>KaK0B OCTAHOBUJI CBOIO KYJIbTUBALIMIO ¥ THYCHO YXMBIJIBHYJICS. JTU THEBHEIE
CJI0Ba NpUHAJIeXall He eMy, a 4eJIoBeKy 3a cnuHoy MaH Xao. ['0BopuBIIEM ObLI He KTO UHOM, Kak
IlaparoH yyxkakos Ury.

Heoxupgantuo st ['pé3sl Mopsi OH BHE3AITHO BHIIIEN U3 UX AY3JIU U yCTpeMuics K MaH Xao. ['pé3n
Mopst Morya fepKaTh ero B IIpefesnax 0671acTd pa3MepoM B TPU THICSYM METPOB, K COXKaJIEHHIO,
BHYTPH 3TOT0 KpyTa OHa y>Ke He MOrjla CKOBHIBATh [BUKEHUS IIPOTUBHUKA!

MbsH Xao KakK pa3 yrofuil BHYyTPh 3TOT0 Kpyra. BOoT TONBKO ero ry0sl TPOHYJIA TeHb YIIBIOKHU... CTIOBHO
OH UMeHHO 3Toro u xoTen! KummturapOxa nobnennen, I'pe3st Mops HaxMypuia CBOM U3SIIHbE OPOBH,
II0X0XKe, BCA 3Ta CUTyalus IoKa3ajlach e HEMHOI'0 CTpaHHOU. K HeCcyacThlo, HU U3MEHUTh, HU TeM
6oyiee 0OCTaHOBUTD I'PSAYIIIee HE MOT HUKTO. [laparoH u BePXOBHEIH BlIafiblKa YyKaKOB 00beIUHUITN
CHIIBI, YTOOBI N30aBUTHCS OT MaH Xao! IT0 SICHO ITOKA3KIBAJIO, YTO HakKe BEPXOBHEBIN BIIafbIKa HE OBII
10 KOHIIa YBepeH B CBOEM CIIOCOOHOCTH B OMMHOYKY yOuTh MaH Xao. [ToaToMy OH BhIGpas camoe
IIPOCTOE U MPSIMONIMHENHOE pellleHne CUTyalluu... OTTeCHUTh M3H Xao [0CTaTOYHO OJIM3K0 K
naparoHy, 4YTOOBI TOT IOJIY4YMJI ITaHC HaHECTH yaap.



M>sH Xa0 COBepIIEHHO pacTepsijl UHULMATUBY B Iy3JI4, €70 TECHUJIM Ha3af 1Iar 3a LIaroM, IoKa OH He
YyTOOuJI B pacCTaBJIeHHBIN BparaMu KankaH. bojiee TOro, BEpXOBHBIYM BIafblKa YyKaKOB Ollacajcs
TpeHnoxHMKa MomHu# MaH Xao ¥ IOAT0TOBUIT 0COOBIE TEXHUKY, MaObl TPOTUBOCTOSITH ero 3 deKTy.
BHe3amHo eMy B I'0JIOBY HEBOJIBHO 3aKpajlach MBICTE: «Ilouemy Man Xao fo cux 1mop He MpuberHyn K
TPAHCIO3ULIUU 00BEKTOB?»

3aMeTuB TeHb yNbIOKY Ha rybax MaH Xao, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK €ro Ccepille MPOoIycTuiio ygap. m
BHE3aITHO OBJIafie]Io AYPHOe IPeqyyBCTBUE, HO eMy HMKaK He y[aBajioCh IIOHSTh, B YEM IIpobeMa.

«ITouemy MaH Xao ynri0ajcs B CMepTeIbHO ONaCHOM cuTyauuu? Jleo0 B 9CCEHIMU MPOCTPAHCTBA?
HeBo3MoxkHo! [lake 3cceHIMs He CIIOCOOHA YCTOSITh IPOTUB aTaku naparoHa! B 4éM ke meno?..
[Touemy 9TOT comnsik ynbibaeTca?! OH BHITIAOUT TaK, OyATO 4ero-To xkaeT. Kak OyaTo 3To He 5
TEeCHUJI eT0 K ITaparoHy... a OH caM X0TeJl 0Ka3aThbCs PSANOM C HUM! 31ech sIBHO UTO-TO He Tak.
TBOpUTCS YTO-TO CTpaHHOE!»

BepxoBHBIN BiIafibIKa 9Yy2KAKOB IIOMEHSIJICS B JIUIE, HO, CKOJIbKO OBl OH HU JIOMAJT Hafl 9TUM TOJIOBY,
OTBET He ObIJI0. XOTS IMaparoH 4y>KaKoB He BUAeN YIsI0KY M3H Xao, OH IIPOKUI HEBEPOSTHO JOJITYIO
K13Hb. Kak OH MOT He 3aMeTUThb, 4YTO MaH Xao menan BCE 3TO cnenuanbHo? [IpaBma gaxe oH He
3HaJI, noueMy MaH Xao pelmnicd Ha TaKyl0 OTYassHHYIO aBaHTIOPY.

— ITa Kakas pa3Hulla, Kakue Obl TPIOKU Thl HU IIOJATOTOBUJI, HUKTO HE MOXKET ITePEeKUTh BCTPEUY C
ImaparoHom! — X0JIOOHO IIpouenus naparos Ury.

OH Ob17T a0COIIOTHO YBepeH B cebe. ICTOUHUKOM 3TOM YBepPEeHHOCTH OB ero cTaTyc rmaparona. OH
IBUHYJICS BIIEPEN U C pa3Maxy ygapuil Man Xao Kynmakom! Cujla maparoHa sipko BCIIBIXHYJa. Yap
Kysnaka o6Jiajiaz JOCTaTOYHOM CUIO0W, YTOOB YHUUYTOKUTH HEe TOJIbKO M3H Xao, HO ¥ caMy IIyCTOTY.
CnoBHO MM ITaparoH MOT IOTaCUTh 3BE3MHOE He0O0 U pa30pBaTh MPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM HAXOOUIICS
MbsH Xao.

Cuna maparoHa MoTJia IIOOAaBUTh 9CCEHIINI0, YCMUPUTD BCeX U BCs. [laparon Mry Bepui, 4To 3a
UCK/TI0YEHUeM IaparoHa ¢ 8 aCcCeHUUsIMU, HUKTO He MOT criacTu MaH Xao. bornee Toro, 6ynb 3mech
TIaparoH ¢ 8 3CCEHIUSIMHE, OH CMOT OBl TOMEeIaTh eMy TOJIbKO, eCJI¥ OBl 0Ka3aJiCs B
HEeToCpeCcTBeHHOM 61u30cTy 0T MaH Xao. OH ObLI XKeJle3HO yBepeH, cerogHs MaH Xao... yMpeT!

XBaTHUJIO JIUIIL MIHOBEHHUSI, YTOOHI IO THETOM CHJIHI KyJ/laKa IaparoHa u3 tejaa MaH Xao Bo Bce
CTOPOHHI OPEI3HYTIa KPOBb. 3BE3THOE HEOO BOKPYT HETO PACKOJIONIOCEH, K HEMY KaTHIIach yKacaromast
10 CBOeM cuie sHeprus. [IpakTuky Mupa ['opbl ¥ Mopst B yzKace 3aKpudanu. A BOT 4yxkKaKw,
Hao00POT, pa3pa3uIuCh PAJOCTHEIMU KpuKaMu. OHU HeHaBuOenu MaH Xao 3a YHUYTOKEHHE UX
POIUHEI, HO 3@ 9TO XKe U 00s/11Ch ero. HeyouBUTENbHO, YTO MPOUCXOsIee B HeOe Tak ux
ob6paoBao.

Jlopast ['op u Mope#t co CMeChI0 HeUUTaeMBIX 3MOITMH 3aCThUIM Ha MecTe. baOyika MaH gpoxarna,
Ka3aJIoCh, ellé CeKyHMa u 1o eé Iekam moberyTt kpoBaBele cné3rl. Ha YeTBépToit ['ope 6GremHas Kak
Mern Cio¥i LIuH 4yBCTBOBAJIa, Kak OT HEE YCKOJIb3aeT CMBICH €€ cyllecTBoBaHUS. Kimuturap6xa
XpaHun Mon4danue. U3bpanusie Ha [leBsaToi ['ope u Mope OT OTPsiCEHUS He MOTJIM HU CJI0Ba
IIPOPOHUTE. Y HUX IIPOCTO B TOJI0BE HE YKIIaABIBaIOCh, 4TO MaH Xao MOXKET yMepeTs!

®an Cro¢sH 3apOKUHYJI TOJIOBY U B3peBell. YeHnl KilaHa PaH Ijlakaiay, KTO OT TOPSI, KTO OT SPOCTH.
TeM He MeHee HUKTO He MOT HMYEero chenaTh. EQMHCTBEHHOM, KTO MTOBela ce0st nHaue, Obiyia ' pes3nl
Mopsi. HecMoTpst Ha HaxMypeHHbIe OPOBH, OHa He ITEITa/lach BMeNIaThcs. J[laxke O0JbIlle, OHA JIUIIb
3aiyM4uBO cMOTpeia Ha MaH Xao.

Cuna nmaparoHa npu6nuxanack K Man Xao, packasbiBasi yCTOTY BOKPYT. BCE ero ectecTBo



IIPOH3MUIIO YYBCTBO HEOHIBAION OMAacHOCTH. [I0Ka pa3pymuTenbHas CUlla HEYMOJIUMO PUOIHXKaach,
OH IIOBEPHYJI TOJI0OBY ¥ M3ydalollle TIOCMOTPEeI Ha OTPOMHOTO IaparoHa 4yxakoB Ury. Cepaue
BEPXOBHOT'O BJIQJBIKK Yy2KAaKOB 3axXJIECTHYJIa TPeBOTra. ['0J10C y HEro B Toj10Be OYKBaJIbHO KPUYaJl eMY:
"Yro-To He Tak!"

C 3TOi#t MBICTIBIO OH ITOCJIaJT 00KeCTBeHHOe CO3HAHKe, HO ITOMCKY He BHISIBUJIM HUKAKUX aHOMasuii. B
3TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT, KOTa [0 CMEPTH OCTaBaJINCh CYUTAHHBIE MTHOBEHMSA, MoH Xa0 BHE3aIlHO
3axoxoTaj. HecMoTps Ha ©30pBaHHOE TeJ0, eT0 CMEX, Ka3asoch, Opocan Br30B HeOy u 3emie. B
3TOM CMeXe OllyIllajach CUjla, IOHATh KOTOPYI0 MOTJIA CYUTaHHbEIe equHUILE. [laparon Ury He
TIOBEPUJI CBOUM yIlIaM. YKac U u3yMJIeHHe Ha ero julle... ObUIM Jaxke CUIIbHEE, Y4eM BO BpEMS
obpymenus 1 HeGec!

— THL... — XPHUIIJIO BEIKPUKHYII OH.

OH BHe3aITHO BRICTABUII TTepeq co00¥ PYKY U IOJIETEN Ha3al Tak OBICTPO, Kak Mor. Bce mpakTuKu
Mmupa I'opel © Mopst mopa3eBaiu PTH, CPeNy YyKaKOB CTUXJIM PafloCTHHIE KpuKu. Kumuturapoxa Bo
BCe T'Jla3a CMOTpesl Ha MaH Xao, ['p€3sl Mops TsAKeso 3afbliana, CJIOBHO TOXKe He MOTJia IOBEPUTh
CBOMM TJIa3aM, BOT TOJIbKO IIPUYMHOM TaKOW peaKIuu ObLT He I00Oer MaparoHa 4y»KakKoB, a KOe-4To
npyroe!

Croumo 4yxKakKy CMeHUTh HallpaBJieHNe, KaK 10 Hero JOHECCS XPUIIbIM rojoc MaH Xao:
— Tebe He cbexkath, naparou Ury.

[Tocre 3TUX CJIOB Y BEPXOBHOT'O BJIALIKK Yy2KaKOB 3aKPYKHUIacCh r0JI0BA U €r0 Hadyajio TPSICTH,
HeI0BePYHBO HaOII0Ias 3a pa3BOPauYMBAKIIUMUCS B HeOe coObTusIME. CamMa MEBICTIb O TOM, YTO
IlaparoHa 4TO-TO MOTJIO 00paTuTh B OercTBO, Ka3ajaach abcypnHoi. Bmo6aBoK BepXOBHOMY BIIafbIKE
elé He TOBOJUIIOCH BHIETh CTPAxa Ha JIMIle MaparoHa.

"370... 9T0..." — TOJIBKO U pa3faBalioch Y HEro B rojioBe. CaM TOro He IIOHUMAs, OH Havyasl MeflJIeHHO
OATUATHCA. TONBKO cerndac OH NOHsI, Y M3H Xao uMeoCh CIUIIKOM MHOTO CeKpeToB. HeonncyeMsix,
CTPAIIIHBIX CEKPETOB.

He ycnen ronoc Man Xao pacTtasith B IyCTOTe, Kak naparoH Mry u3gan NpoH3UTENbHEIN KPUK.
BrepBbie OH HaCTONIBKO IUIIUJICS caMoo0aganusi. BepBrle y HET0 BCE BHYTPHU 3a/lejeHei0 OT
crpaxa. C Tex mmop, Kak OH CTaJl TaparoHOM, eMy eIll€é HUKOI7la He OBIJI0 TaK CTPAIIHO 3a
COOCTBEHHYIO OYIIY.

— Krto 181 Takou?! Trl He npakTUK U3 Mupa ['opsl 1 Mops! Kto Tel Takou?! f, naparon Ury, He
cmaMcst Tak yierko! JIa KTO THI, YEPT BO3bMHU, TAKOM?!

[IpoH3uUTeNbHBIE KPUKYU NTaparoHa Uy yCUIMBaIuCh ero KyJbTUBALMEX, II03TOMY €T0 CIIBILIaIu BO
BCéM mupe ['oper 1 Mopsi. 3é3gHoe HeOo 3aapoxkaino, [opsl 3aKayaauch, Mops 3aIlITOPMHUIIO.
MHO0XKeCTBO IIPAaKTUKOB U Yy2KaKOB 3alllJIUCh KPOBABLIM KaluieM. HUKTO siCHO He BULEN
IIPOUCXOMAIIET0, 3a UCKITI0YeHneM aparona Ury, ['pé3st Mops u Max Xao. Y HUX Ha I'a3ax nepeq
Ms3H Xao U3 MyCTOTHI MOSIBUJIAaCh pa3MbiTas TYMaHHas TeHb. KTO HaX0OuICd B 9TOM TyMaHe,
pasrismeTs ObIIO HeNlb3si, HO HEM3BECTHHIM OYKBAIbHO OOJHUM CBOMM BUOM BHYIIAJ HEOMIHUCYEMbIH
yXKac.

Hs TyMdHad K IIapParoHy I/Il"y IIOTAHYIINCE CE€PhIE HUTH, HpI/I‘-IéM C TaKOMu CKOPOCTEIO, UYTO TOT B
MT'HOBEHME OKa OKa3aJiCid CBsI3aH! 3aTeM HUTH CTalu BI'PBI3AThCs B CBOETO IIJIEHHHKKA, IIPpEeBPalllasaiChb
B Marn4eCkKue CUMBOJIBI Y HETO Ha KOXKe, XO0TA OJId CTOPOHHUX H8.6J'IIOI[8.T€J'18171 OHM OBLITH
IIPAaKTH4YeCKN HEBUJUMBIMHU. TYMB.H OKa3aJICA I'IIyX K KPHKaM IIaparoHa I/Il"y, OrPaHUYHUBHIMCEH JIMIIb



HOBBIM 3aJIIIOM CEPEIX HuTel. Kasasnock, oHU 38.6J'IOKI/IpOBaJ'II/I €ro KapMy 1 0Tpe3aJii BOSBMOXKHOCTE K
681"CTBy. HpI/I 3TOM Ha HEM BCIIEIXMBAJIO BCE OOJIBINE MarudyeCcKuX CHMBOJIOB!

— Ipupu Ko MHe, — C JIETKOM yIBI0KOM CKoMaHAoBaa MaH Xao. Ero ronoc ctpanHsIM 06pa3oM
IoBeprai B TpeneT. — 4 TBOU I'OCIOOUH, OTHBIHE U BO BEKU BEKOB...

['ma3a cusanu 3arafo4HsM cBeToM. bnaromaps Beunomy 3akmnsaTuio 3eneHoro MMmnepaTtopa ero Teio
OpIcTpO UcHensanock. [Tocne 3ToM KOMaHIH Iaparod Mry moéxumcs, a moToM MeJJIeHHO TOOPE
o06paTHO K M3H Xao. [To MHeHUIO HEBOJILHBIX CBUETEIIEeH IPOUCXOASIIEro, Y HUX Ha Ia3ax
TBOPUJIACh KaKasi-TO YePTOBIINHA.

Y BepXOBHOTO BNIa[IbIKU 4yKaKOB 3BEHEJIO B I'0JIOBE, JIULIO IPHOOPesIo He3nopoBy0 OenHOCTh. bes
Masemux Konebanuit oH 6pocuncs 6exarth. BCEé ero ecTeCTBO 3aXxBaTHUJIK HEONIUCYEMBIH yKac Meper
MbsH Xao. Ceriyac OH XOTeJl TOJIBKO OJHOTO: yOpaThCs 0TCIOMa KaK MOXKHO Hasblie!
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