['naBa 684: Ha GopTy

Crapuk HHKaK He oTBeTul. CIIOBHO OH BOOOIIe He 3Has, KeM Okl MaH Xao, a MpoCTo CIIy4ailHO
HATKHYJICS Ha HEro BO BPEMs CBOUX CTPAHCTBUU. [IBUKUMBINM JaBHUMU BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMYU, OH PELIUTT
CIIaCTH ero.

— Hebo u 3emmns... *MeIOT CBOM KOHEI... HO UTO HAaCUET MeHsA? ['Ie MOM KOHEel? — XPHUIIIIO
TpoOOPMOTAJT CTAPHK.

HakoHell cTapuK CO B3MOXOM 3aKPHIJ I'/Ia3a, BHOBb CTaB 0e3:KM3HEHHBIM U3BasHueM. MaH Xao
OTYETIIUBO BHUIEN CUASIIET0 K HeMY CIIMHOM CTapuKa, HO He MOT IT0YYBCTBOBATh €T'0 IIPUCYTCTBUS.
OH pmaxe He MOT ITOYYBCTBOBATh CYyI[eCTBOBaHUE KOPaOs.

— [TouTeHHBIN? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIpOocUll OH. Cyns 0 OTCYTCTBUIO PeaKIuy, CTApUK HaXOOUJICSA B
cBoeM coOcTBeHHOM Mupe. MaH Xao CKpPeCTuI HOTH U 3alyMYKUBO IIOCMOTPEJT BOAJIb.

"Mo€ mao ocHOBaHMUe... mpormano". OH YyYBCTBOBAJI MIYCTOTY BHYTPH ce0s, YyBCTBOBAJI OTCYTCTBHUE
KynbTUBauuu. OHa “CHapusiach, Kak ObIM Ha BeTpy. Ha Hero co Bced CBOeU TSXKeCThI0 HaBaIujach
6eckoHeyHas ycTajmocTh. OH OB HACTOIBKO CTap, YTO Y2Ke YYBCTBOBAJI CTOSIIIYIO 38 CIIMHOM CMEPTS.

Be3 kynbTuBanuu MaH Xao B 0OTHYassHUY IOIIPoO0Ba HayaTh BCE CHavasla, HO ero Tejio ObIIo Mogo0Ho
pemety. Kakue OBl ObIXaTeIbHbIE YIIPAXKHEHUS OH HU [eflall, eMy He yIaBaJioCh COCPENOTOYUTh
BHYTPHU flaXke KPOXOTHYIO YaCTUIy AyXOBHOU sHepruu. Ho Man Xao ObUT He U3 TeX, KTO JIETKO
CHOAETCS, TO3TOMY OH JocTan 6e300HHYI0 CYMKY. XOTb Y HETO CAMOT0 ¥ He OCTAJIOCh JyXOBHOM
sHepruu, 6e3MOHHEIE CYMKH 3 MopcKo# TBepabiHu maxe 0e3 He€ OTKPHIBAIUCh OOUH pa3. Bo BpeMs
BH3HKTa B ropox MaH Xao mpruobOpérnn HemMaslo TaKuX CyMOK. Ilomyrai 1 X0nofdell CIiaiu BHYTPH OJHOMN
13 CyMOK, KaK OyaTo u3-3a caboctyu MaH Xao njiaMs XKU3HU B HUX 0cabesnio HaCTOJIbKO, UYTO OHU
IIOTPY3UJIUCH B CIISUKY.

[TpornoTus 1enebHYyI0 MUITIONI0 U3 6e3M0HHOM CYMKH, OH Hayasl MEAUTUPOBaTh. [1ompo6oBaB TEXHUKY
KynbTuBaImu crapguu Kouperncaruu 1u, oH pe3ko mo6iaemqHerN, a ero pyku 3agpoxanu. Heymnava
BHOBB BEPHYJIA allaTHIO U MTOIaBIEHHOCTS.

— 4 He MoTy 3aHMMaThCSA Ky/lIbTUBalLIKel, — TPOOOPMOTAJ OH, — Y MEHSI HEeT OCHOBaHMS, Ha KOTOPOM
MOKHO OBINIO OBl YTO-TO IIOCTPOUTE.

Teneps Max Xao oKOHYATeIbHO yOEOUIICS, YTO er0 fa0 OCHOBaHMNe 6e3B0O3BPaTHO ucye3so. He
JKeJast 9TO Mpu3HaTh, MaH Xao MOMIBITAJICS elle pa3. Tak mpoméen Mecsil. Hu onun u3
nucrpoboBaHHEIX MaH Xao MeTOHOB He [ia/ pe3ybTaToB. EMy Tak ¥ He yOanoch CO3aTh BHYTPH XOTS
OBl YaCTUYUKY KY/IbTHUBALIUHU.

[TonmHeunINM TPOBAI.

OH BCé paBHO IIPOIOJIZKAJTI IBITATHCS, OHAKO €T0 TeJI0 C KaXIbIM JHEM CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE ciiabee u
cnabee. CrycTs emé Mecsill OH B OeCCUINM IPU3HaJ TopaXeHue.

TummHy BHYTPEHHETr0 KOoJblla Mops MeuHoro IIyTu HapyIua ero nojHbeM ropeur cMex. CHavana
OH 3BydYaJl IPUTJIYIIEHHO, HO CO BpEMEHEM IIePEPOC B HACTOAIIUYM XOXOT, B KOTOpoM 6e3 Tpyfa
yragbIBaICs Pa3gUPAIOLIi €0 THEB.

— JlecaTelM maTpuapx KilaHa Ban!

OH TOYHO He 3Hall, YAAJIOCH JIA IIPOKIJIATOMY CTAPUKY BBI2KUTH, HO ceiyac 3TO YXKe He UMEJI0



HUKAKOI'O 3HA4YEeHU.

— V MeHs HET Ky/IbTUBAIMH, HO S ellé XKuB... C MOUM YPOBHEM XKM3HEHHOM CHJIE, KTO 3HAET,
CKOJIbKO MHE OCTaJI0Ch... — €TI0 TOPbKHI CMeX IOCTENeHHO cTuX. OMyCTOIIEHHbIH, OH TOCMOTPEN Ha
Mope 3a 6opToM.

X0oTh OH ¥ CMOTPEJ Ha MOPE, €ro Tjla3a HAYero He BUeNN. B ero padyme OBLIO ITyCTO, B HEM He OBIIO
MbIcsier. OH CMOTpeJI B IyCTOTY. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB €r0 B3TJISIl OCTAHOBUJICS Ha CTapUKe B JOCIexax, U
Ha CEeKYHMOY B €ro I'Jla3ax BCIBIXHYIa Hajexkna. CBOMM criaceHreM OH Obl 00s13aH UMEHHO eMy, K
TOMY 2Ke 3arajgouHas npupoga Kopa6ist MEPTBHIX U ero X03s51MHa HaBeNld MaH Xao Ha MBICIIb, YTO
CTOUT CTApUKYy I10XKeNaTh, U ero KyJIbTHUBAIlASI BOCCTAHOBUTCS.

M>sH Xa0 DOOHSICS, CIIOKMI JIANOHN M HU3KO0 IIOKJIOHUJICS.
— ITouyTeHHHBIN.
Crapuk He oTBeTun. OH BHTJISIAEN TakK ke 6e3XKMU3HEHHO, KaK ¥ BHa4asle UX IyTelleCTBHUS.

Mbau Xao HEMHOT0 3aMsJICS, HO IIOTOM BCE Ke 000IIEN cTapuka. He ycmen oH HOKJIOHUTHCS eIIé pas,
KaK y Hero rjia3a Ha j100 IoIe3/Iu.

JIuno cTapuka Hecjo Ha cebe 0TIeYaToK APeBHOCTH U 6e3rpaHUYHOCTY BpeMeHu. Ho HU 3TO
nmopa3uno MaH Xao. Teno ctapuka He OBIJI0O MaTEpHUATbHBEIM, TETIEPh OHO OBIIO TOTYITPO3PAYHBIM.

Hackonbko M3z Xao mOMHUII, paHbllle OH BHITJISAMEN [O-ApyroMy. Korfa OH pelun NIpUuKOCHYThCI K
CTapUKYy, ero pyka IIpolia CKBO3b IyCTOTYy. BTOpas MombITKa fajla TOYHO TaKOU XKe pe3ysbTrar.
Iaxke TPOMOs CKBO3b HETO, HUYEr0 He U3MeHUI0Ch. MaH Xao 06epHYyJCS U 3aAyMYUBO ITIOCMOTPE Ha
BCE TaK Xe CUMSIIEeTro CTapyKa.

"MoxeT, MHE B IIPOIUILIY pa3 IMoKa3anock? YTo eciu OH Bcerga ObT TaKUM? A He CKpHITA JIX 3arajka
€ro CyIecTBOBaHUS B UMeHU Kopabisa? Kopabmbs MEPTBLIX... KOpabib ayimu MepTBena?" MaH Xao
TOPBKO paccMesiyics U pemus 06cnenoBaTh CyaHo. KopaOiab HaxomuiIcs B IJIa4Y€BHOM COCTOSTHUU:
[OOCKY TOYTH MOJIHOCTBIO CTHUIIM, BCIOAY Llapuiia aypa pa3ioxKeHus.

3a HeCKOJIbKO JHEeH OH 00J1a3uyI BeCh KOpadilb, HO He HaIlléNl HuYero HeoORYHOro. Beé, uero o
KacaJiCs WX BUOeE, ObIJI0 KpaliHe BETXUM U OPEBHUM.

Ou 3abpasicst Ha HOC Kopabiisi, 4ToO noHabmonaTh, Kak Kopabib MEPTBEIX 6€33BYyYHO UAET 110
Mopto. CTostyTa TUIIMHA. B OKpyre He ObIJIO HUYEro, KpOMe CIIOKOMHOM MODPCKOM Titafu 663 emuHOM
BOJIHBL. 3a BCE BpEMs IIyTU OHU He BCTPETUJIX HU OJHOTO KUBOTO CyllecTBa. [Ioxoxke, Kyna Obl
KopabJib HU HallpaBUJICA, TaM HaCTyllasla IIOJHeNUIIas, TOUHee faXe MEPTBasl TUILIMHA.

— YT0 X, TAK TOXKE TOJUTCH... I MOTY IIPOBECTH IIOCJIEHKIE TOIbl XKM3HU B OMUHOYECTBE Ha IIyCTOM
Kopabie. [0TOB CIIOPUTDH, HUKTO Jaxke He 3HAET, YTO MHE COBCEM CKOPO IMPUIET KOHEIl, — 60pMOoTarl
oH. — Ilo KpaliHe Mepe, HY HacTaBHUK, HU Cioi LluH He OynyT medanutbcs. Hu ToNCTSK, HU CTaplIni
OpaT, HU MOM OCTAJIbHEIE APY3bs — HUKTO He Y3HaeT.

OH cen B 103y JIOTOCA Ha MeCTe, I'Ie BIIEPBLIE ITPDOCHYJTICSA, U YCTPEMMII B3TTIA0 BOAJIb.

Co BpeMeHeM ero cepAlle Halulo MoKou. He cTamo HeHaBUCTH, UCYE3NIM Mydalol[yie ero BOIPOCHL.
OcTanach TONMHKO KallelbKa coxajeHusi. OH coxare, 4To 60bllie He YBUAUT HaCTaBHUKA, YTO yKe
HUKoOrma He oOHUMeT Ciou LIuH, uTo He BepHETCSA B KOxkHEIM [Ipenen u He BCTPETUTCS CO CTaphIMU
npy3bsiMu. OcoOeHHO OH KaJiesl, 9YTO TakK U He moOpascs mo Bemwkoro Tan B BoCTOYHBEIX 3eMIISIX, UTO



TaK ¥ HE YBUOEJI O0TIla C MAaTE€PhIO.

"Crapas yeperaxa [TOKpOBUTENb, TeIEPh TH CBOOOMIEH... [IpeiKu CEeKTHl 3aK/IMHaHUs [IeMOHOB,
II0X0XKe, Ha MHe IIPEPBETCSA CYIeCTBOBaHME JIUTU 3aKinHaTenel [leMoHoB", — MaH Xao B3TOXHYII.
OH YyBCTBOBAJI IIOKO¥ ¥ B KAKOM-TO CMBIC]IE CMUPEHME C HeN30eKHOCThIO CMEPTH.

"XKanb, 94TO ¥ MeHs B 0€3IOHHOM CYMKe OCTaJI0OCh €Il CTOJIbKO AYXOBHBIX KaMHeH... OOUOHO, YTO MHE
He yJaJioCh UX MOTPaTUTh. [la elle u JOIroBble PACIUCKU. MOUM [OXKHUKAM IeHCTBUTEIHHO
noBe3o... [Tocre Moelt cMepTy UM GymeT HeKOMY OTAATh JOJNT. OX, KaXKeTCs, V MeHsI He BHIIeT
BEPHYThH TPU CePeOPSIHEIX MOHETHI, YTO 5 OBLI OJIKeH cTapocTe YKoy. CKOIBKO Ke MOUX COKPOBUIIL
IIPOTIAZIET IIPOCTO TaK. XOTS KAKOMY-HUOYOb MEJTKOMY IapIIuBIly B OyOyIleM SIBHO OUYeHb IIOBE3ET,
KOT'7la OH HaUAET MOU CyMKH, — TIOAyMaJl OH CO B3J0X0M, — BO3MOXKHO, C MOl CMEPTHIO B MUpE
CTaHeT YyTOYKY CIOKOWHel. CKOJIbKO IIOTeHIIMAIbHAIX XKEePTB MouX adep, Ternepb CMOTYT B3IOXHYTh
criokovino! Kakue ke oHU Be3yHUuku!"

MbsH Xao MBICTIEHHO BEPHYJICA B fal€KOe IPOLINoe, B T€ BpeMeHa, KOT[a OH YCEePAHO YUUIICS U XOTell
IIPOMTH UMIIEPCKUM 3K3aMeH. BecTpeua ¢ Croou LIluH KpyTO IIOBEPHYJIa €ro Xu3Hb. B cexTe
[ToKpOoBUTENIS OH CTall YYeHUKOM BHYTPEHHEH CEKTH, 3aHsAB MecTo Ban ToHdas. [ToTom ero ob6aypun
natpuapx [TOKpOBHUTENb, HO U OH OTIIATHJI EMY TOU Ke MOHETOM. B KoHIle KOHIIOB cyabba 3abpocuiia
ero B FOxwuuiii [Ipenen, roe oH cTan yueHUKOM CeKTH [TyprnypHou Cyab0Bl ¥ TPOCIaBUIIC.

"Bepusixkka Ciol LIuH... oHa MI00UT MeHs, U 5 e€ mio6io. 2Kasb, UTO MBI TeTIEPh yKe He CMOXKEM
IOKEHUTHCA... {1 TaK ¥ He pa3feNinil T0XKe C XKeHIUHOH... — OT 3TOM MEICTH MaH Xao cTasio
0cobeHHO TPyCcTHO. — A Kak ke Uy H0isaup? JTa 6apHIIHs SBHO Obl/la HEPaBHOAYIIIHA KO MHE..."

Mb>su Xao BCE B3OBIXasl U B3ObIXAl.

Ero nyreimiecTBre 110 BOCIOMUHAHUSAM MIPOMOIKanochk. OH BCIOMHUI, KakK yOuJ n30paHHOTO K/laHa
3u u cbexkan B 3anaguyio [TycTeIHIO; 000 BCEM, YTO CIYUHUIOCH C ImeMeHeM Bopona boxecTtBa. He
3a0w1 OH HE 0 XaHb IllaHe, H1 0 meMoHecce UKKCSIH, HU O ITPOU30IIeeM B ceKTe beccMepTHOTO
IeMoHa.

"Tloutennriy Xans llaHb, 1 HE CMOT'Y COepKaTh JaHHOE CJI0BO... [JleMoHecca YKUCSAH, MOXKelllb
00JIbIIIe HE BOJTHOBATHCS O CBOEM JOJITe IePemo MHOM".

Y, HakoHell, oH 3agymaicsd o Ko FOubxae u K3 [[3t0chl. M3H Xa0 pa3MBIIIIAI 0 MHOTOM. B KoHIle
KOHI[OB MBICJIM IIPUBEJIN €T0 K IEPBOMY OTCEYEHMUIO.

"¢ 3aHKMMarICs KyNIbTUBAIle MEHbIIIE TPEXCOT JIET U BCE PAaBHO YCIEIIHO BHIIOIHUI IIEPBOE
oTceueHue. CHU30LIIO Benukoe [lao, ¥ MHe Jaxe yOaloch coenaTh U3 3alpenenbHou Jlunuu
cokposulle 3apoxpaenus Hymu. 4, Man Xao, IPoXKUJI CIIaBHYIO XKU3Hb... 9TOT0 BIIOJIHE JOCTATOYHO!
Bo Bcex 3emnsax FOxHBIX Hebec co MHOM Majio KTO MOT CpaBHUThCs!"

OH ObITT 04eHb ropx coboit. CMeX, Tropeydb, THEB ¥ BOCTIOMMHAHKS BCEH €r0 XKU3HU CTaIH
IIPOHOCSIIMMHUCS Yepe3 ero Co3HaHue o0pa3aMu.

Cnenytomiue oBe Hepmenu MaH Xa0o pa3MBILIUISII O IIPOIIOM U o6oBasics 6eckpailHel MOPCKOM
rnagbio. B omuH U3 TaKuX CIIOKOMHBIX THEN ero BHUMaHNe IIPUBJIEK UJII030PHBIM CTapUK B IOCIIEXax.
MHorue MecsIbl OH CUeJl COBEPILIEHHO HETIOABUKHO, CJIOBHO 3TO Obljla TUIIE ITycTas o0osouka. Ho
TYT er0 PyKa HeOXUIaHHO [IOAHIAch, U HaJl HeM BO3HUKIIO 3aledaThiBaollee KiieuMo. Korga o
BBITIOJIHUJI Marn4ecKuil macc, Ha ero pyke MOSIBUJIOCH [Ba 1iBeTa: Oefbli ¥ Y€pHBINA. MaH Xao
nornpo0oBaJ ero KOCHYThCS, HO CTaPUK TakK U OCTAJICS UJUTI030PHEIM.



Co BpemeHeM MaH Xao Havasl HaOmomaTh, Kak METUTUPYET CUISIINN Ha HOCY cTapuk. OH CMOTpen
Ha ero IMyCTOTY, Ha ero MaruyecKui macc ¥ Ha IPU3BAHHYIO0 UM YePHOTY u 6enu3Hy. [locTeneHHO OH
BCE MPUCTabHEH BIIISIOBIBAJICS B UepHOTY U Oenu3Hy. [ToxoxKe, [IBa I[BeTa XPaHUIIX B cebe HEUTO
BaXkKHOe€, XOTSI OH U He ITOHKUMaAJI, YTO HUMEHHO.

Benslii, Ka3anocs, xpaHui B cebe Bce 1BeTa Heba u 3emiu. OH CIMBAJICSA CO CBOUM OKPYXKEHUEM,
IIpeBpalias ero B Takylo ke 6enu3Hy. UTo [0 4YEPHOTO, OH OBLI BIACTEH, CJIOBHO HU OOUH LIBET He
MMeJI IIpaBa HaXOAUTHCS B €r0 IPUCYTCTBUY.

[Tocne monrux HabOMOOeHUN 3a CTapuKoM, MaH Xao caM He 3aMeTHJI, KaK HadaJl MeJIUTHPOBATh B
cxoxel ¢ HUM MaHepe. OH IepeHss faxe MaHepy OHIIATh U JKEeCThl pyK. B KOHEeUHOM CUETEe OH
PeIInII CECTh Ha MECTO CTapHKa, YTOOH ero UiI030pHas opMa uaeanbHO HaKlafgblBaaach Ha HETO.
Tak ero ABUKEHUS B TOYHOCTH IIOBTOPSI/IN ABUXKEHHUS CTapHKa.

OH 3aKpHII I'J1a3a U C TOJI0OBOM YIIEN B MeguTanuioo. He3aMeTHO IpojieTeNnu TPH rofa. BpeMs He
nommaauio Man Xao. OH 3aMeTHO ocnales1, a ero XXuU3HEeHHas Cujla MOTycKHena. Ho ero He 3a60Tuio
HUYEro, KpoMe IMOBTOPEHUM OBUKEHUM CTapuKa U ITOMCKa CI1oco0a OCTAThCS B KUBHIX.

OpHaxObl OH HEOXKHUIAHHO II0OYYBCTBOBAJI ITyCTOTY, B KOTOPOM, KaK OH 00HAPYKWII, He UMeJH
3HAYEeHUs HU XU3Hb, HU CMEPTh. BEITOTHUB MarnyecKui macc, Ha ero pyke Iokasajach Oenru3Ha.

Kak BOpYT B €ro rojioBe IIPo3ByYasl APeBHUM rojoc: "[JOCTUTHYB KOHIIA CBOETO MYTH, THI TOTEPSIeIhb
caMmoro ceos".

3aTreM Ha nagoHu MasH Xao mosiBuiIach YEPHOTa.

A TIOTOM BHOBB 3a3By4aJl rojioc: "[JOCTUTHYB KOHIIA CBOET0 IMyTH, y Tebs He OCTAaHEeTCs HUYero, KpoMme
cebs camoro".

MsH Xa0 CMyTHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS B IIPOIiecce 0OPETEeHuUs TPOCBETIEHUS.
[TpocBeTnenus HeBOOOPA3UMO IIUPOKOT0 ¥ 3aTaloYHOT0 BeJIUKOTro [1ao.

— Benbiit ¥ 4€pHBIN MOTOOHH IHIO ¥ HOYH... — ITPOOOPMOTAJT OH.

OH OCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO PYKY, @ IOTOM MeMJIEHHO TOOHs €€ K HeOy. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, 4TO, Oyab ¥
HEero KyJIbTHBAIUs, C IPOCBETIeHNeM 3Toro [lao oH Mor Ol 3aCTaBUTh HEOOCBOM TIOTEMHETh UJTU
3aCHUsTh TaK XKe SIPKO, KaK JHEM. [IepemnneTéHHBIN YEPHBIN C 6€JTBIM MOTJIN BEICBOOOIUTH BHICIIYIO
CUIy.

"Kakas KajoCTh, YTO Y MEHs HeT KyJIbTUBaluu, — [10KayaJsl rojoBod MaH Xao, — maxe eciu s
TIOJTHOCTBIO ITOCTUTHY 3TO []ao, MCII0Ih30BaTh €70 MHE BCE PaBHO He yaacTca'. OH XoTel yxe OBIIo
BCTaTh, KaK BOPYT KOPabJb... OCTAHOBUJICS.
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