I'maBa 454: [lemoHecca YKuCsIH

He Tonpko MaH Xao ucneiTan HeUTO ogo0Hoe. To xKe caMoe IIPOU30IIIIO U C TTPEACTaBUTEIIMHI
OCTaJIbHBIX IJIeMeH. 2KeHII[MHa Ilepe HUMU He BHITJIAesIa KaK IPakTUK, @ CKopee II0X0auIa Ha
KyKJIy. MOCT, CJIOBHO CTpefia, IOHEC UX B Apyroe MecTo. OT JXKEeHIUHE He UCXOOUII0 HU KalljIk
JKU3HEHHOU CUIHL. ECIu mpUrisgeTbcsi, MOXKHO ObIJIO 3aMETUThL OIEPEBEHENIOCTh e€ ABUKeHui. [1o
npukunkam MaH Xao, 3To OBl He JKUBOI YeJIoBeK, a Ybs-TO KyKjla — o4depefHas TaliHa MocTa
[Toctynu beccMepTHEIX.

[Toxa Mau Xao M4aJjIcs CKBO3b IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OH 3aMeTHJI OKOJIO [IBafillaTH CHUITY9TOB BOKPYT CEOI.
[TpenmnosnoXuTenbHO, IPEeICTaBUTENN APYTHUX U30paHHbIX IieMeH. Ho 13-3a HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTH,
C KOTOPOU OHU NEeTEJH, Pa3TIsAfeTh 9TUX A0Oel He MOoy4anock. Mup MpOHOCUJICS MUMO, I0OKa OHU
JIeTeNIN CKBO3b 06j1aKa. MxX HeCyo BIepé MPoCTO C HEMBICIMMOM CKOPOCThI0. Bckope Mau Xao
OobIlle He CMOT [ObIIATh. Korfa OH B3TJISHYJ BHU3, Y HET'O 3aKPYKUIIACh TOJI0BA. 3eMIIs
CTPEMUTEILHO YMeHbIIanach, moka mieMs Bopona boxkecTBa He IPeBPaTUIOCh B KPOXOTHYIO TOUKY.
[ToToMm cTano BUFHO MOJOBUHY BCcel 3anagHou [IycTeiHM!

OT Tako¥ HeBepOSITHOM CKOpOoCTH M3H Xao cTano He 1o cebe. UyThe MOACKA3BIBATIO KaK MOXKHO
Kpenye fep:KaThCs 3a KaMeHb MocTa beccMepTHBIX, HHa4Ye Ha TaKOil CKOPOCTU €TI0 TeJI0 Pa30PBET
Ha MeJIKKe KJI0YKHU. TOJIbKO ero moceTuia 3Ta MBICJIb, KaK ONUH U3 CUIYSTOB HEMlOAaJIeKy OTIyCTUII
KaMeHb MocTa beccmepTHEIX. TyT 3Ke 3TOro 4ejaoBeKa pa3opBasio (OHTaHOM KpoBU. Bcé mpou3sorio
HACTOJIbKO OBICTPO, UTO HECYACTHHIM laxKe He yCIes 3akpudaTh. CMepPTh HACTYIIKIIa MTHOBEHHO. MaH
Xao MoexXuscs u moKpemnye cxkaia KaMeHb MocTta beccMepTHEIX.

TemnepaTypa CTpeMuUTeNbHO Iafasia. X004 IIPoH3at a0 KocTel. Eciu Obl OHK He ObIIM MPaKTHKAMH,
TO ceryac efBa MOTJIH OBl MOIIEBeNUThCS. K 3TOMy MOMEHTY He TOIbKO MaH Xao cMoTpes BHU3. Bee
CMOTPEJIX Ha YMeHbIIawInecs 3eMiu BHU3y. Teneps MaH Xao B He TOJIBKO BCIO 3allafHyI0
[TycTeinio, HO u YepHusble 3emmnu ¢ FOxHBIM [Ipemenom. A TOTOM mepen ero B30pOM OTKPBIJIOCH MOpe
Mneunoro Ilytu! B Mope HaX0OUI0Ch MHOXKECTBO OCTPOBOB, HO BHUMaHKe MaH Xao MPUBIEK OIUH
ocobeHHBIH 0CcTPOB. Celfyac OH BHITJISAEN He 00JIbIlle TOYKY, HO M3H Xao U3yMIEHHO IIPU3HaJ B HEM
cBoero HebOaroHagexkKHoOro natpuapxa I[TokpoButerss!

Ero Barnapg nepemectunics B FOxHeiM [Ipenen, K TeppUTOpPUHU, 3aHUMaeMoOu CeKTou [TypnypHou
CynbObl. XOTS1 OH He MOT BUIEeTh caMy ceKTy [IypnypHoi Cyas0bl, OH BCE PaBHO C TOCKOM CMOTpe B
Ty cTopoHny. FOxHbIM [Ipenen mocTeneHHO CTaHOBUJICS BCE MeHbIIle U MeHbIe. [TomuMo KOxHOTO
[Tpenena u 3anagHoii [TycTeiHu, M3H Xao yBUAen elneé ofrH KOHTHHEHT! Kak TOIbKO OH ero 3aMeTHl,
y HEro 3alieMusio B rpygu. Llenrlil poi HeOnuCyeMBIX MEICTIEH ceiidac POUJICS Y Hero B rojose. Ilog
BIIMSIHUEM HaxXJIBIHYBIIUX YyBCTB OH YyTh He OTIyCTUJI KaMeHb MocTta beccMmepTHBIX. Benb cMOTpen
OH Ha... BocTouHble 3emnu!

— Hakogern-To... 51 yBunen Boctounsie 3emnu, — mpoOOPMOTA OH.

C camoro meTcTBa [0 IOHOIIECTBA, KOTMa OH COaBall UMIIEPCKUM 3K3aMeH, 3TO ObIJIO €T0 MEYTOM.
Bornee Toro, oH mo-npexHeMy MeuTan yBumeTb Boctounbie 3emnu u Benukuit Tan! OH BCIOMHHUIT O
MaTepHu ¥ OTIle, KOTOPHIE MIPOIaiy B TOT 3JIOIOIYYHBIN AEeHb, ¥ O CTPAHHOM IIYPIIYPHOM BETPE.
BcrnioMHMIT OH ¥ UCTOPUH, KOTOPHIE paccKa3biBala eMy MaTh 0 BOCTOUHBEIX 3eMIISIX U JIETeHIapHOM
Benukom Tan. "MaTts, oTell... BE Beldb cediuac tam?.." OH HaOmonal, Kak BocTountle 3eMin
IIOCTEIIeHHO YMEHbIIAI0TCS B pa3Mepax, IoKa KOHTUHEHT He CTaJl TIOXOAUTh Ha HeOOJIbIIoN
IIOJIYMECSII. B 3TOT MOMEHT B €ro Tejie BCE 3aXPyCTeNo, CJIOBHO OH yaapuiacs 00 HEBUOUMYIO CTEHY.
Ymap okasascst HaCTOIBKO CUIBHBEIM, YTO ¥ HETO BO PTY Hayasia cOOMpaThCst KpoBb. Ho BMeCTO TOTO,
YTOOBI BHITUTIOHYTh, OH IIPOTJIOTHUII €€.



Hepen r1a3aMu om0, OH maXxke He MOT IIOC/IaTh OyXOBHO€ CO3HAHHE 13-3a ImaBsIIeil Ha HETo
TSAKeCTu. ENUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT, — U30 BCeX CUII OEePXKATLCA 3da KaMEHb Mocra BeCCMepTHBIX.

OH cOuncs co cyéTa, CKOIbKO BPEMEHU TEPE]] ero rila3aMu MUP HAallOMUHAJ pa3Ma3aHHOe 110 XOJICTY
nsaTHO. HakoHel pa3fgancs rpoxot, 1 MaH Xao 3akKaliiaiacsa KpoBbio. [IocTeneHHO 3peHue
nposicHUIIOCh. Korga MaH Xao HakKOHeL CMOT BULIETh, TO HEBOJIbHO IIPUOTKPHLI POT. KPOBb, KOTOPYIO
OH BBIKAIIIJISAJI, TapUJjIa B BO3AyXe M Heclach BIepen BMeCTe C HUM. BOKpyT Llapuia HENpPOraagHas
TbMa, yCesTHHasl MUpHUafdaMu 3BE3[. ApKUil 3BE3OHLIA CBET HEMHOT'O pacCceuBajl TEMHOTY, TI03BOJIUB
Ms3H Xao yBupmeTs BOajeke... MOCT!

Pa3pyurenssiil MocCT!

KoHCTpyKIMS TUTAaHTCKUX Pa3MepoB IyIbCUPOBaia ApeBHeH Bojiei. CII0BHO OHa CTOsa 3[eCh C
He3almaMsATHHIX BpeMeH. KaMeHHBIM MOCT YXO[HUT JajIeKO B 3BE3HYI0 YepHOTY. HeB03MOXKHO OBIIO0
YBUIETD, ITIe OH KOHYAeTCs. MOCT He OBIN LIeJIBIM, @ CKOPEe COCTOSIT U3 MHOXKECTBA KPYITHBIX
KaMEeHHBIX 06JI0MKOB. ITU KaMeHHbIe 06JTOMKY He pa3jIeTaluCh B pa3Hble CTOPOHEL. HanmpoTus, oHU
COXPaHSIN U3HaYaabHY0 (OPMY ITOCTPOMKHU, fejlast MOCT IPAaKTUYECKH LIeJIbIM, eCJId CMOTPETh Ha
Hero uapaneka. Ho ueM O6nuxke oOKa3bIBaJICS YeJI0BEK, TEM JIyUllle CTAHOBUIMCH BUMHBI IIPOPEXU
MeXKIy KpynHeIMU 006710MKaMu. VI3Ha4YabHO OHHU BHITTISIAEN He 0Y4eHb OOJIBIINME, HO C
npubINKEHNEM CTaHOBUIIOCH MOHSITHO, YTO PACCTOSTHUE MEXKIY HUMU OEUCTBUTENIEHO OTPOMHOE.
Mexpy aTuMu 06710MKaMy KpyKujia KaMeHHas MblTb. E€ sipKoe CBeueHMe IOCBEYHBAIIO BECh MOCT.

— Mocr IMoctynu BeccmepTHHIX... — mpob6opMoTan MaH Xao.

Ho TyT K0oe-4To IIPUBIIEKIIO ero BHUMaHKue. BoceMb TEMHBIX Pa3MBITHIX (GUTYP BHE3AITHO BO3HUKIIN
BIIePEOY U OKPYXKUJIU KEHIIUHY-KYK/IYy. B 3TOT MOMEHT UX KyJIbTHBalLlMS Havyajla BOJIHaMU
PacXOOUTHLCS BO BCE CTOPOHBI. TH BOJIHBI IIPEBOCXONMUIN CaMble cMerblie ¢haHTa3uu Man Xao. OT HUX
y Hero BO3HUKIIO IT0X0XKee YYBCTBO, KaK ¥ 0T beccMepTHOT0, KOTOPHIH yran ¢ He6ec MHOTO neT
Ha3zap. Bocemb ¢uryp okasanucek beccmepTHEIMU!

Kak TOMbKO OHU MOSIBUIUCE BIIEPENH, TO CPA3y 2Ke aTaKOBaJX XKeHIUHY. [IpoCTPaHCTBO BOKPYT HUX
3apoKaio, a CIIEIMSIIIe BCIBIIKYA CBeTa HECTH B cefe HeomrucyeMylo UCTPeOISIONyio aypy. MaH
Xao crepBa IOAyMaJl, YTO 3Ta XKEHIIMHA JaXke He IIeJIOXHETCS, HO OT €€ Tejla BO BCe CTOPOHEI
pasotmnack psdb. Elo oHa aTakoBasia 60KeCTBEHHBEIE CITOCOOHOCTH BOCHMH HallafaBuIuX. Korga
3arpoxoTas B3peB, MaH Xao U oCTalbHBEIE IPAKTUKY, IIPUOLIBILNE C IIOMOIIbI0 KAMHEH, 3aKalllJISIINCh
KPOBbIO. XOTS OHM He MOTJIM YBUETH JIUI] APYT OPYra, HO MOTJIM ITOYYBCTBOBATh U3YMJIEHHE U TO, UTO
WX PAHUIIU.

"BrIxonuT, oHa He KyKia!" — “3yMJleHHO 3akiouus MaH Xao. OGHOBPEMEHHO CO B3PEIBOM HEUYTO
[I0X0XK€ee Ha Pe3KHUil IIOPHIB BeTpa IIPOHECIIOCh 10 OKpyre. MaH Xao 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro XBaTKa Ha
KaMHe MocTa beccMepTHHIX TocTenieHHO ciabeeT. CUsHIE B 9TOM MeCcTe 3aMepIiao 1 yracio
[IpaKTUYECKU HAIOJIOBUHY. "[IpOKIIATEE, IPOKIIATEE..." — MBICJIEHHO YepThiXaics MaH Xao, 4yBCTBYA
HapacTaIIy0 APOCTh. bombIle 0H HUUEro He MOT cheliaTh. TOIbKO KUNETh OT SPOCTU U CTapaThCs
yOepxKaTh XBaTKy Ha KaMHe Mocta beccMepTHBEIX.

['pOXOT OTIIBHIPHYJ BOCEMb HallafaBUIuX. B MrHOBeHHE OKa JKEHIIMHA BHOBB II0JIeTeNIa Jaslblie
BMecTe ¢ MaH Xao ¥ ocTanbHEIMU. HO BOCEMEpPHIM HEM3BECTHHIM ITOTPe60BAJICS BCETO JIMIIb MUT,
yTOORI €€ MOTHaTh. B 3TOT pa3 ux Teja 3aJuio sIpKoe cBeueHne. HamoMuHas BOCEMb COJIHII, OHH
aTaKOBaJIHM XKEHIWHY. BhipaxkeHue JuIla XeHITUHE BHE3AIMHO U3MeHu10Ch. OHa rcue3lia ¥ BO3HUKIIA
BMIaJIeKe, TIOCJIe YEeTro MIPEBPATUIIACh B JIyY PadyKHOTO CBETA U HA OOJIBINION CKOPOCTH ITOMYajiach
BIIEPE.



— IleMoHecca YKuUCIH U3 CeKTh beccMepTHOTO [leMOHa, — XOIOOHO CKa3ajl OOUH U3 BOChMU
HalagaBIMX, — Tebe ymanoch 00MaHOM BEIMAHUTH ¥ IOHOTO T'OCIIOAMHA LIeHHeWIIee COKPOBUIIe. MbI
BBLICJIE2KUBAIU TE€OS LIENIBIH MIeCTUNECATUITHUH IMKJI. OKa3kIBAETCS, BCE 9TO BpeMsI THI IPSTaIach
30ech, IPUTBOPSAACH Kykiiod Mocta [loctynu BeccmepTHBIX. TH y2Ke OOHaXXObI HAaC ogypadua.
IlaBaii-Ka IIOCMOTPHUM, KaK THI IIJIaHUPYellb cOekaTh OT HaC B 3TOT pa3!

[laxe He TOCMOTPEB B CTOPOHY M3H Xa0 ¥ 0CTaJIbHBEIX, BOCEMb HEU3BECTHBIX IIOTHAJIUCH 3a
KeHIMHOM. "OHa 0Ka3aach IPAKTHKOM, KOTOpasl MPUKKIbIBaNach KyKyoii, 4ToOb COUTH CO ciefa
npecnenoBaTener? Cekta beccmepTtHoro J[lemona? YTo 3T0 3a ceKTa Takas?.." MaH Xao ¢ OPOXKbIO B
cepaue Haboman, Kak oy ucuelnu puaneke. Kamens Mocta becCMepTHEIX B €T0 PYKe He
octa"oBuicsa. OH IpomoIXKal HeCTU IPynny NpakTUkoB K Mocty [loctynu beccmepTHBIX. OHU
npubIUXKaIUCh K MOCTY HAaCTOJIbKO OBICTPO, 4TO M3H Xao TOJIKOM He MOT IIPUBECTU MBICIIHU B
OPSIIOK.

Kak BOopyr usganu pa3gancs 4er-To SPOCTHHIM BOIIb. [I03aAu K HUM BHE3allHO YCTPEMUIIOCH BOCEMb
nydei cBeTa. Cyas O UX CKOPOCTH, COBCEM CKOPO OHM KX HAaroHAT. MaH Xao IOCMOTpPeEN Ha3af U
npumypuics. "Kakas crpanHas 60kecTBeHHas CIlocoOOHOCTh. C Hel MOXKHO [IOCTHUYDb TaKOM
CKOPOCTH, TI0Ka JIETUIIL CKBO3b 3BE3[H..." BoceMb QpUryp npakTuueCkd MTHOBEHHO OMHUM PHIBKOM
IIOKPBLIM OTPOMHOE paccTosHue. CI0BHO IIPOCTPAHCTBO IOM UX HOTaMU CXKUMalloCh.

— CxuMaeTcs... CKUMaeTcs... — 6opmoTtan MaH Xao.

OH BHE3aIIHO ImogyMmai O TOM, KaK ITOKHUHYII IIJIaHEeTY HOxubie Hebeca, 1 0 TOM, Kak YMEHbIIAIaCh B
pa3Mepax 3eMiis. Co3paBanoch BlieYaT/IeHUe, YTO C 9TOU CIIOCOOHOCTBIO, He o6pa1_ua;{ BHHMAHHE Ha
pa3mep cOOCTBEHHOTO TeJIa, 3a OOUH Iar MOXKHO OBITIO rnepecedyb OrpoOMHO€E IMPOCTPaHCTBO.

[Toka BoceMb (UTyp Benu mpeciegoBanue, Man Xao BHe3anHo 3aapoxkai. C pokoToM HeoObATHAS
HeBU[MMas CUJia BeIpBajiach U3 KaMHS MocTa beccmepTHBIX U 3acocana MaH Xao BHYTpPb. T0 Xe
camoe IIPOU30IIJIO U C OCTalbHEIMU. Bee mpakTuky 3amagHou [IycTeiny ¢ nmaHeTH FOxHble Hebeca
PACTBOPHUIIKCH U BCTYMUIIU Ha UCTUHHBIM MocT IToctynu BeccMepTHBIX. [[0OpaBIIKCh 10 MECTA,
BOCEMb BeCCMepTHbIX O6Hapy}KI/IHI/I TOJIBKO ITYCTOTY. OHU ITOKOCHJINCH Ha PYHUHEI, HE PelIasacChb BOMTH.

— OHa onsaTh YCKOIBb3HYa. JTa AeMOHecca XUTpa ¥ U3BOPOT/IMBa, Kak juca. B aToT pas e
IIPUIIOCE OPOCUTD CBOE pU3UUECKOEe TEJI0 U JOPOT0 3allIaTUTh 3a TO, YTOOBI COEIUHUTH AYIIY C
TEJIOM OJHOTO U3 3TuX Mankimen ¢ KOxubx Hebec.

— Mocrt IMoctynu BeccmepTHEIX JaBHEIM-AaBHO YHUUTOXKUJ OcHOBaTesnb L3u. OgHako ero
3ALIUIIAIOT MOTYIIECTBEHHBIE CUITHI 1 (POPMUPYIOT €ro pa3 B THICIYY JIeT. 3BE3IHOE HeOO He MOKET
IIOUTHU NIPOTUB HeTOo, Kak U beccMmepTHLle 1131 He MOryT B HEero nomnactb. Mbl He MOXeEM Tyfa
IIPOHUKHYTH, HO €/l paHO WJIU MTO3OHO IPUOETCS IOKUHYTh MOCT. BOT TOrfa-To MHEI €€ U IoiMaeM!

Bocemb BeccMepTHEIX ITOCTIeIHUY pa3 B3rIAHYIU Ha MocT [TocTtynu beccMepTHEIX, a TOTOM UCYe3TIU
B TEMHOTE.
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