YsHb SIHIO IOMPOCHIIA KOTO-TO MPUHECTH OyMary u Pydky u OBICTPO HaIKcaja JBe CTPOYKH, Iepeaan
aty 6ymary Ilu JIato.

OH omyCTHII TOIOBY, YTOOB IPOUKUTaTh. B IEPBYI0 0Yepenb OH YBUMEI ee IOTPSICAIOIINiL TOqYEPK.
PaHbIIe OH BUAEN TOIBKO ee Ka/murpaduio, HO ee MOYEPK, HATTMCAHHLIN 1TepoM, OBITT TAKUM XKe
OCTPBIM ¥ MOIIHBIM, 6€3 3JIETAaHTHOCTH Jiefy, Ho 0e3 IUKOoro U 6e3yHepKHOT0 YyBCTBa MOJTHOBOTHOMN
PEKH.

Ysnub fAHIO HamKCala, YTO ed Ka3aa0Ch, YTO UM CYXKIAEHO OBIJI0O BCTPETUTHCS, ¥ UTO OH Ka3aJICs el
3HAKOMBIM, [TI03TOMY OHa X0Tejia, YTOOH OH OBLI ee MJIafLIuM OpaToM.

[ITm JIa%1 3aCTHII.

X0oTs y HEro oeuCTBUTENbHO ObLJI KAKOM-TO MOTHB OTAATh KapTuHy CTapomy bato, 3T0 OBIJIO B
HEKOTOPOU CTEeNeHU JUIIb pafiy ONyYeHUsI CBOET0 Ipu3HaHusa. 10, 4ero AeicTBUTeIbHO X0oTen [Iu
JIs#i, He ObI10 cBs3aHO co CTapriM BaeM. B riny6une gy I JIsto HU4Yero oT Hero He HYKHO OBIIIO.

Ho teneps, korga Yaub AHI10 ckasdaina 3o, [IIu JIsit moyyBcTBOBas ce0s HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO.

Bait CuHBIOD YETKO 3asiBHIIa, YTO, XOTsS YoHb fAHI0 OblJIa eIMHCTBEHHOHN IIPHEeMHON Jo4epbio CTaporo
Basi, oH cunTan ee CBOuM COOCTBEHHEIM PeOEHKOM.

XoTs 3TO OBIIO ee MTUYHOE pelleHue o xkenmanuu [u JIast cTaTh ee MiagmuM 6paToM, el CHadala
IPUIIOCh OB 00PATUTHCS 3a COBeTOM K cTapoMy baro. Y Craporo Bas He ObI0 chiHa, HO ¥ YaHb fAHIO
mostBuyICS Mitammuy Opat. Ecimu Crapwiit Bai cormacumics, 9To 03HAa4aslo, YTO OH Takxke mpu3sHait Iu
JIas. [Taxke ecmu OB OH OBLT TOMBKO MitammmuM OpaTtoM Yaub fAHi0, CTapreii bait He MOT UTHOPHPOBATh
€ro U JI0/KeH OBIJT OTHOCUTHCS K HEMY KakK K YJIeHYy CeMbH.

Ho oTka3aTecs 0T npepnnoxkeHus? ITO Ka3al0Ch HEBO3MOXKHEIM. Belb 0H MOXKeT HaBpeOUTh fAHIO.

[ITu JIa¥ o6oyMbIBal BCe U He ImocMenl cornacuthes. OH mocMoTpen Ha Ctaporo Bas, 3aTeM
ornsiHyncs Ha Bait CHHBIO3, He 3Hasl, KaK BEIPA3UTh YYBCTBA.

Bai#t CuHbI03 3aKaTHIa I'/1a3a. Yaaya 3Toro mapHs Obljla CIMIIKOM Xopola. Korma oHa ckasasa, 4To y
Hee eCTb ujesi, 9To OBbIJIO IT0X0Ke Ha 3TO. [lepBoHaYaIbHO OHa X0Tesa, YToOw YaHb fAHI0 B3sia [1lu
JIast B KaueCTBe CBOET0 YYeHUKa, UK, UTO elle ydiie, 4Tobsl CTapeiil bail IpUHSI eTo U Hay4dumn
ero pucoBaTbh. Ho OHa HUKOT{la He OXupAasa, 4To YsHb AHI0 Tak moHpaButcs Ilu JIau, 4To oHa
IIPUMeT ero Kak cBoero miapmrero 6parta. Illu JIsi He moHuMar, HO Bait CHHBIO9 TOHUMAalIa XKeCTEl
Ysnb AHI0, oOparienHbie K Ctapomy Bato. CnenoBaTenbHO, OHA 3HajIa, YTO TOBOPHUTCS B 3aIllMCKe, He
TIISAAS Ha COIEepKUMOE.

Boaii CuHbBI09 3amaHuKoOBana, yBuaes, 4To [lIu JIsii He cpa3dy COTrnacumics.



Hanpotus, Ctapeiii bali, HakOHEI], KUBHYJI B OTBET Ha CBOM COMHEHUS U IIOJIHOCTHIO IPU3HAI
xapakrtep Ulu JIa4.

Ecnu 6wt [1Iu JIait yBUOes 3aMKUCKy U cpa3y Ha3Bal UsHb AHIO «CECTPOM», XOpolllee BIevaTIeHNUe 0
HeM y ctaporo bas monetesno Obl Ha BeTep. OH MOT faxe MOA03peBaTh, YTO OH U Baii CuHbBI0O9 BCe
citanupoBanu. HepemutensaocTs lu JIast peanucTUYHO OTpaXKaa To, YTO, faXe eCId OHU
npenyrapanu 970, [lIu JIsit HUKOra He IyMa 0 TOM, YTOOH JIbCTUTh UM Pafy CBsi3eil. A Bo Bcel
IPOBUHIMY LI3THOYH PeIKO MOXKHO OBIZIO BCTPETUTD KOT'0-TO, KTO HE XOTEeJI UMETh CBSI3U C CeMbel
Baii.

— IToyeMy, Hall MOJIOFOY OPYT He XKejlaeT MPUHATH npeanoxenue? — Ctapwiii bat ynsIOHyICS.

[Iu JIsxt MaxHyI PyKOH M CKa3all UICKpPeHHEe, HO UCIIYyTaHHO.

— Jleno He B TOM, 4UTO 4 He XKejalo, g IIPOCTO CJIMIIIKOM YIOHWBJIEH. MEI ¢ CeCTpOI;I HHUKOTI'ld PAHLBIIE HE
BCTpeYalucCh, IO3TOMY 51 HE CMEIO...

Boa#t CuHbBI03 3aIlaHUKOBAJIA.

— He cmeemns? CecTpa Hio Takoi XOpoIUIui 4emoBeK. ITO TBOS yoayda, YTO THI CTajl ee GpaToM.
Cremy u IOIPUBETCTBYM cecTpy!

[Iu JIsii Bce emie Pa3MBILIIAT, OyMas, 94YTO 3TO OBITIO HE 0YEHb YMECTHO.

Crapsiit baii cnerka KuBHYI U eltle 60Jiblile Mpu3Han MTUYHOCTh [ JIas.

— [IIu J1a#1, cKonmbKO TEOE JIeT B 3TOM rofy?

— MHe HCIOIHSETCS ABaAIATh IBa rofla Iocae KuTackoro HoBoro roma, - OGEICTPO OTBETHIT OH.

— XM, THI CJIHIIIKOM MOJIOfI, YTOOH oOparnaThCcs K AHI0 KakK K cecTpe. Kak HacueT 9Toro? fAHi0
CKasaJla, 4YTO OHA He IJIaHUPYeT BCTyIaTh B Opak B 3TOM XKU3HMU, TaK 1noyemy Ovl TeOe He CTaTh ee
KPECTHUKOM?

9-3 ... Kak oHa OBICTPO IIpeBpaTuiIach U3 CeCTPH B KpecTHYI0? Ho ¢ Tex nop, kKak Crapsiii bai
3arosopuJi, [IIu JIsto cTano elle TpymHee 0TKa3aThbCsi, 0CO0eHHO Korga Crapeiit Bait ckasan, 4To YsHb
fHi0 He coOupanach KEeHUTHCS.

Baii CuHbI03 YyBCTBOBaja cebsi HeJIOBKO. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa obOpaianack K YsHb AHIO KaK K
«cectpe». IlIu JIai OBl €€ APYroM, IIO3TOMY, €CJIU OH CTaHEeT KPECTHBIM CHIHOM YaHb fHI0, TO pa3Be
OHAa He CTaHEeT ero TeTeu?



Ho Bai#t CuHbI03 3Hana, 4To 3T0 gacT IIu JIato 6omee THICSAYYU IPEUMYIIECTB.

— Cnemu u cornamaucs! Ter uguot?

[Tu JIa# mocMoTpen Ha Ctaporo basi, 3aTeM B3rnsaHyI Ha YsHb AHI0, uTHOpUpYS yOexkneHue Baii
Cunbi03. Bupst m060Bb 1 10OpOTY B ee ria3ax, Ilu JIs# OB Ype3BEIYalHO TPOHYT.

ITocne monrux kKonebanwui Iy JI9ii B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCTAJI ¥ BEKJIUBO OKJIOHUICA YaHE AHIO.

— KpecTHas Marte.

YsHb AHIO CYaCTINBO yNILIOHYJICSA U OBICTPO IIOMOTJIa eMy NOgHATHCSA. OHa OTKphLIA POT, U IO ee
1meKaM IoTeKu cie3bl. O0e ee PyKU OpoxKaiu, Ipexne YeM OHa HaKOHell 00HsJIa ero U CclleTKa
IIpUjackaa ero rojoay.

[IIu JIa#t OB TPOHYT TemMI0TON YsHb AHI0. XOTS OH He TaK MHOTO 00IaJiCsl C Hel, OH TaKXkKe ITIOMHUT,
YTO HUKTO B KOMHAaTe - BKIo4as Bayi CUHEBIOS - He Bepusl eMy, KpoMe UsHb fHI0, KOTOpasi, Ka3auoch,
HUKOTTIa He 3ajjaBajia eMy BOIIPOCOB. ITOT0 JOBepus ObII0 0ojiee YeM JOCTATOUHO [JIS TOTO, YTOOBI
OH Ha3BaJl ee «KPEeCTHOM MaTephi0», He TOBOPS yXKe 0 TOM, YTO OHITh €€ KPECTHHKOM - 3TO
IIPeKpacHasi BO3MOKHOCTh, CHU3O0IIeIIas ¢ Heba.

— Xopoto xopoto. CerofHsl 3aMedaTeNbHbIM eHb. fHI0, 3TO XOPOILI0, ¥ MBI BEIIIbEM 3a 9T0. Unu u
npuHecu OYTHUIKY aIkoT0Jis M3 MOeW KOMHATHI. $1 TOXKe BHINbI0 CerofiHs cTakaH. — CTapsiii Bait Obin
OYeHb PE3BHIM U [axKe B TAKOM BO3pacCTe MOT IT03BOJIUTEL ce0e CTaKaHYUK.

YsHb fAHIO KUBHYIA U yiIa. Bckope oHa puHecia MaleHbKyl0 0aHOUKY U YeThIpe TeMHO-00PIOBEIX
CTakaHa.

ITocne Toro, KaK OHa IMOCTaBHJIa UX Ha CTOJI, YsHb fAHIO CHavYasla Hanuiaa cTakaH gjis Ctaporo bas u
Cepbe3HO0 ITOCMOTPeNa Ha HErTo.

Crapei bat rpoMKO paccMestics.

— Xopo1110, XOPOIII0, XOPOIIIO, TOHKO OOUH CTakKaH. f He Oyay NMUTH GOJbIIE.

— Pa3Be 3T0 He KuTalCKoe BHHO, KOTOPOe BEI cobpasu m0 ocBoOoxkmeHus? Torma s JOJIKHA BHIITUTH
HeMHOTr0 Oosbie — Bait CHHBI09 yBUAENa, KaK HAJIMBAETCSI BUHO, U ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa 3alaxX apoMara.
OHa cpa3sy MoHsJIa, YTO 3TO 3a BUHO, ¥ HE MOTJIa He BOJTHOBAThLCS, TaK Kak JTI00MIIA alKOTOJIb.

— C Tex 1op, KakK g OTKPHLI €0, eCTECTBEHHO, 5 JaM BaM BCEM BHIIIUTh. Y MEHS 0CTalIoCh He TaK
MHOT0 BuHa! - yneiOHyncst Ctapeiit bait. OH MOOHSN cTakaH 60pOOBOTO BUHA, CJIerkKa IOHIOXas U’
KUBHYJ. — Borathiil u apoMaTHEIN. OOUIHO, YTO ellle OfHa 0aHKa UcYesna.



YsHb SIHIO BEICOKO IOMIHSJIA CTaKaH o0enMu pykamu nepen CtapeiM Baem.

Crapeii bayi cierka moOKJIOHUIICS.

— BBl IOMKHEBI TIOTOBOPUTE MEXKAY c000i. f moiAy craTh MEPBHIM. 4 cTap, U MHe He XBaTaeT
BEIHOCJIMBOCTH!

O0BeM cTakaHa He ObLT OOJIBLINM, TOJIBKO OKOJIO OOHOTO UK ABYX T310B. Korma Crapetii Bai
3aKOHYHUJI €T0, OHU YBU[EIU CUIY ¥ OTKPOBEHHYIO TUYHOCTh CTApHKa.

Kro-To mpuHec pe3anyto ropsaguny. [u JIsit u Bait Cunbios 6ontanu, 1 YsHb AHBY B OCHOBHOM
ynbibanack UM, BpeMsi OT BpEMEeHU 4YTO-TO Aefiasi xkecTaMu. Ee rina3a ObIIM IOJIHBL TOOPOTHI 10
otHommeHnuo K [1Iu JIsto. Kazanoch, 4To 3Ta XKeHIMHA, Y KOTOPOU Oblla TPygHAas XKU3Hb,
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OTHOCHIACh K HEMY KaK K CBOeMy Pe0eHKYy.

Yxke Ov1110 mo3mHO, Korga IIu JIaw u Bait CuHBI09 HAaKOHEII-TO MOMPOINAJIKCh, IbSHEIE U PAIOCTHEIE.

ITocre BRIIMBKY OHU HE OCMENIMBAINUCh CAOIUThCS 3a PYyJiib, IIO3TOMY Usnb AHIO HaIllIa BOOUTENS.

BopuTens BeXIMBO MOMPOILAJICSA IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 0TBE3 UX Ha ITapKOBKY nepen KBaptupou lu JIss.
[Iu JIa# yBupmen, uTo Bait CuHb03 cobupanach OCiIenoBaTh 3a HUM, U CKa3all:

— Tebe mopa goMo. Yke MO3IHO.

— Yro? Y Tebs ecTh KpeCTHas MaTh U THI 3a0b1 000 MHe, TBOeM xopoiieM apyre?!?! — OnHa
OJYEPKHYJIA CJI0BA ¥ ITOCMOTPEsIa CBOMMHU MTPEKPACHBIMHU TTIa3aMHU.

[Iu JIski cTpaHHO 3aCMESJIC.

— ,'[[enaﬁ 4TO X0Yelllb. 1 MHOTO BBIIIHJI CETOIHS. BYJIGT T1JI0XO0, €CJIX s BRIMIYITY 3BEPs. Tak 4To
IIPpOCTH, €CJIK YTO-TO CIIYYHUTHLCA.

Bait Cunbios 3akonebasnacsk.
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