"TlomoxpauTe... 4T0?" MpoOypuan HeBumnni, nepecekas KocTep. "OTo HeHCTBUTENBHO OblT KBUppenn?
YeprT, Temeps g J0JKeH Oau3HenaM YUsnu geHer".

"THI CTABUI Ha TO, KTO X0UeT MeHs youTh?" cipocun ['appu. "He ciauimkoM nu 3To0... HE3q0poBo?"

"0, KaK Oy[ATO THI JIIOOUIIE TOTOBOPUTH. TH IIPH KaKA0M YOOOHOM Cly4ae BCIIOMHHAEIb O CBOEM
"ypozxcTBe nulia", KaK Thl €r0 Ha3blBaelllb", - 3aMeTu HeBus.

Tappu noxan nnedyamu. "[la, HO, TI0X0XKe, BCEM HPABUTCS TOBOPUTEL 00 9TOM, TaK YTO S PEIIUTI, YTO
memnaio uM omoixkeHue. [1o KpaitHeit Mepe, 6TU3HENH YU3/IU B MeHS moBepuau!"

[Ipexpe yueMm HeBu ycresn OTBETUTD, 3ar0BOpUII KBuppes. "4 ragan, BCTpedy /I A Bac 37€eCh,
[TotTep. [omxkeH cKa3aTb, YTO 51 He OXKuAan yBUOeTh JIoHroboTToMa".

Fappu BeIrNIsIAEN o3agayeHHbIM. "[IoyeMy THI fyMasi, BCTPETHUIIL JIU Th MeHs? MHe, 4epT BO3bMY,
OOVHHAMIATE JIeT, U y MEeHS NOJIKHO OBITh GOJIbIe yMa, YeM UATH 3a IOJTHOCTHI0 00yYEeHHBIM
BOJIIIEOHUKOM, KOTOPHIYA X04eT YOUTh MeHS, BOOPYKEeHHBIM TOIbKO HECKOJIbKUMU MOUMHU
OfHOKJTacCHUKaMu". X0Ts, eciu Obl eMy OeliCTBUTENIbHO ObIIO OOMHHAALaTh, eMy Obl, HAaBEPHOE, U B
TOJIOBY He IIPUIIUIO 3aCTaBJIATh B3POCJIOro YejioBeKa CIyLIaTh ero Iocje TOro, KaK OH IOJIYyYUII OTIIOD
oT MaxkI'onarami. Bugut Bor, B IpOLUIEIY pa3 eMy 3TO He IPULIIO0 B TOJIOBY. EMy NeliCTBUTEILHO
CJIel0BaJI0 YTOYHUTH, [I0UEMY OH CUUTaeT, 4TO KaMeHb B OITaCHOCTH.

"Hy, He 3Ha10", - A3BUTENIbHO CKa3as Kuppes. "MoxkeT OBITh, [0 B TOM, YTO KaXKABIM pa3, Koraa g
OTBOPAYMBaOCh OT TeOS, THl HACTAaKWBaEIllb Ha TOM, YTO TBOM IIIpaM roput?"

'appu OTKPELT POT, YTOOBI OTBETHUTH, HO 3aTEM PE3KO0 3aKPhiI ero. "CripaBemyinBoe 3aMedyaHue", -
COTJIaCUJICS OH.

"ITomKeH CKa3aTh, I He 0XKHUaJ, YTO TH AoTrafaellbCcs, yYuThBasg, 4yTo CeBepyc, Moxoxe, 04eHb
II0X0K Ha Hero. KTo OBl B 34paBOM yMe 3aIl0fi03puiI MeHs, 6eIHOr0 3auKaloIerocs mpodeccopa
KBuppesnna, Korga BOKpPYT KPYXKUT 3Ta JIeTydas MBILIb-IIePepPOCTOK?"

"A s1 OBI 3aMTOmO3pHUI".

"T'm, T'appu? [To-MoeMmy, Bomrpoc OBII "KTO B 34paBoM yMe", - HAalloMHUII eMy HeBui.

"Hy ma. Ho, Bo3M0XkHO, 51 OBl He morapascs, eciu Obl y TeOst Ha 3aThUIKe He OBbII0 KpoBaBOTO ToMa
Pupgnmna".

9T0 OBITI0 HOBOCTHIO [IJIT BCEX MIPUCYTCTBYIOMNUX. HeBUIII He UMes HU MaJielIliero IpeaCcTaBlIeHus o
TOM, 0 4éM roBopuT ['appu, KBuppesnn He 3Han, KTo Takoi Tom Punni, a Tom Pupnn He 3Ha, 0TKyma
appu y3Ha, 4TO 3TO €ro HacTodlllee UMs, a He BongemoprTa.



KBuppe, BUAKMO, PEIlu He CIpaIlnBaTh U MIeJIKHYII albl[aMu, CBsI3aB U HeBuma, u I'appwu.
T'appu MPOKJISIT cebs 3a TO, YTO 3a0BITI 00 9TOM, ¥ COCPEIOTOUYMIICS Ha TOM, YTOOHI IIOMBITAThCS CHSATh
BepéeBKU 6e3 maymouku. OH Mor OBl 3TO CHeNaTh, ecyid OBl Y Hero OBII0 JOCTATOYHO BPeMEHHU, HO [JIS
3TOT0 HY2KHO OBII0O COCPENOTOYUTHCS.

TeMm BpeMeHeEM KBI/IppeJ'IJ'I, BOCITIOJIE30BABIIKUCE ClIy4daeM, CTall 60pMOTaTB cebe 1O HOC, KaK HaWTH
KaM€eHb.

Bre3anno BonpeMopT cka3zan: "Mcmonbs3yil MaibuMKa... KCIOJIb3yX Majb4yUKa..."

Hesunn sayvan. "3to Tom Pupan?" - mpoirenTar OH.

'appu nuine KUBHYIIL.

Ksuppenn okpyxun 'appu. "[a, [ToTTep, upu croga". OH pa3Bsi3ai BepPeBKH, OKpyxkKasiuue ['appu, u
BeJIeJI eMy ITOCMOTPETh B 3epKalio.

B ornuyue ot mpoIioro pasa, Korga 'appu pelnun, 4To B KapMaHe KameHns 6yneT B O0IbInei
0e30IacHOCTH, YeM B 3aKOJIIOBAaHHOM 3epKaje, KoTopoe KBuppesn HUKaK He MOT pa3rafaTh, U OT
Iocabl ¥ OTYASTHUS pemus mpuberHyTh K momolny pe6énka, [appu Ha caMoM fiejie He X0Ten 6paTh
KameHs.

"Hy?" HeTepnenuso crpocun Ksuppenn. "UTo Thl BUOUIIH?"

"4 BuXKy CBOIO ceMbl0", - ['appu cpoenan may3y. "OnaTs. Cepbe3HO, JII0AY, 3TO He U3MEHUTCS, TaK 4To
IIepecTaHbTe CIIpallnuBaTh".

"Tel He BUOUILIb KaMeHb?" clipocuil KBuppesu, pa3o4yapoBaHHBIM U HEMHOI'O CKEIITUYECKU
HACTPOEHHBII.

"3aueM MHe Kamenb?" Bo3pasun ['appu. "KaxkeTcs, 0H §ocTaTouyHO Oe30IaceH TaM, I7ie HaXOOuTCs".

Korpa I'appu Hauyasn He3aMeTHO OTXOOUTh OT KBupperna, BongmeMmopt 3arosopui cHoBa. "OH €CTh y
OpPyroro Majabyuka..."

Fappu 3amep. "I[IpoknaTtee!" EMy neliCTBUTENIBHO CJIe[0BAsI0 YIIOMSIHYTh, YTO CMOTPETHCS B 3epKaJlo -
IyI0Xas upes.

KBuppenn Hanpasuics K HeBumiy, KOTOPHIY, B CBOIO OYepe[b, BHITISEN UCITYyTaHHBIM.

"TI03BOJIBTE MHE IIOTOBOPUTH C HUMHU... C TJIa3y Ha ria3d..." pewmun BongeMoprT.



[Toxa KBuppemnn BeIpaxkas CBOM OeTJiblil IPOTECT U [enal To, 4To XoTen Bonmemopt, 'appu
OecurymMHO 1 6€33By4HO yHanoch ocBobonuTs HeBuma.

"Ax!" HeBuin BCKPUKHYII, BIIEPBLIE YBUEB JIAL0 BongemopTa.

I'appu 6511 Go7tee criokoeH. OH 3HaJI, YTO CMOXKET CIIPABUTHCS C BomeMopToM B €ro HEIHEITHEM
BUJle, HO He OblI yBepeH B Hesue.

"Tappu [TotTep u Hepunn JlIonroorToM. Kak UpOHMYHO, UYTO UMEHHO BHI IBOE CTOUTE 37[€Ch BMECTE,
9TOOBI BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOU JIULIOM K JTULly. IDOHWYHO, HO yMECTHO".

"Tom Pupgpn. 4 mo4utu yBepeH, 4To TH Iemodun".

Hesunn enBa He IIOIIEePXHYIICH. OH He 3HaJ, KTO 9TO, HO €r0 He ITOKXIA0 YYyBCTBO, YTO OH JOJIZKEH
3HATE.

"Trl cMeeb..." cepauTo Havaa BomgeMopT, X0Ts, 4TO ero 00Jiblile PaCCTPOUIIO - UCIIOJIb30BaHUE €T0
HACTOSIIEero UMeHH Uiy 00BUHEHMe ['appH, - cKa3aThb OBIIIO TPYOHO.

"Ila, cMelo, TOJIbKO flaBa MPOIYCTUM Ty YacCTh, THOe Thl 00MKAEIIbCS, UTO 5 3HAIO TBOE UMS, U
nepeiieM K fiely, NafgHo?" mpeanoxun [appu.

BonmeMopT Ha MrHOBEHME 3aMOJT4ajl. 3aTeM OH CKa3ai: "3Haelb, ObIIO TPOPOYECTBO".

T'appu Hanpsrcsd. Uto neitancs caenatsh Bongemopt? OH He TOBOPUJI HUYETro MOf06HOT0, KOTha
T'appu BIEpBBIE BCTPETUIT €T0. MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO M3-3a IPUCYTCTBUS HeBuina?

"TIpopo4YecTBO TJIAaCUI0, YTO B KOHIIE UIOJISI POTUTCS MaJIbuMK, YbK POOUTENIHM TPUKOB Opocanyu MHE
BBI30B, KOTOPHIM OCTAHOBUT MEHS. ITO MOTJIO OTHOCUTLCS K JII000MY U3 Bac. f pemus HanacTh Ha
appu 3mech, 1 OH OeNCTBUTENIHHO OCTAaHOBUI MeHs. BpemeHnHo. [IpopoyecTBO UCIONMHUIIOCh. Tak
YTO, KaK BUJHUIIL, MHE NeWCTBUTENIbHO He3aueM yOruBaTh Te0s unu TBoero apyra, Hesunmna. IIpocto
otmad MmHe KaMeHb, KOTOPHIN JTIEXKUT y TeOs1 B KapMaHe, U s laM CJI0BO, YTO He IPUYUHIO BaM Bpeda".

"CnoBo mxella ¥ yOUHIisl", - orpeI3Hyncsa 'appu.

“THI... THI", - HEBUII TSIKeI0 Cra0THYA. "Thl pa3pyIIuia pa3yM MOUX poauTtesnen!”

"9T0 OBIN He g, HeBUII, 3TO CIy4YUI0Ch IOCJIe TOro, Kak MeHs He cTajo. bennaTtpuca JlecTpelHOX,
BCeTfla OffHa U3 MOMX CaMBIX BEPHBIX, XOTS U... 320/ TyKIaI0MUXCS TTOCIefoBaTelel, peluia, YTo
TBOU POOMUTENHU, OyIyYH BUIHBIMU aBPOPAMH U IITUPOKO U3BECTHHIMU MPUONMMKEHHBIMU K 3TOMY
KyKyoBony HamOmmopy, JOJKHE 3HATh O CIyYUBIIEMCS. f1 He OIpaBObIBal0 X AEHUCTBUM M 3aCTaBIIIO
WX CTPajaTh 3a TO, UYTO OHU OTHSJHU y Tebs TBoux pomgutenel, Hepuimi. CKaxku TOJIBKO CJIOBO, OTHAl



MHE KaM€Hb, 1 TBOU POOUTEIIN 6YJIYT OTOMIIIEHEI ",

HeBua Temeps TPSICIIO HEUMOBEPHO. "Thl MOT GBI C TAKMM K€ YCIIEXOM HaIllacTh Ha MeHS U YOUTh
MOUX pomuTenen".

"Ho s aToro He chenan", - ronoc BonmgemopTa O MarkuM, yoenutenbHeiM. "1 BeiOpan 'appw,
TIOTOMY 4TO He XOTeJ IIPOJIUBaTh KPOBb YACTOKPOBHEIX 06€3 He0OXOIUMOCTH, €CJIU BOPYT OMmUOYCh C
BeIOOpOM. BriaropopHbie YMCTOKPOBHEIE [IETH, TaKUe KakK THI, - 9T0 OyAyIiee, noporo Hesum.
IIoBeqeHNe TBOUX pofuTeiel no 6e3ymMusi OLIJI0 TAaKOM TPaTOX BpeMeHHU; OHU OBUIM ITPeKpPaCHbBIMUI
BebMaMu U BojnuieOHMKaMu. Korpa s BOCCTaHOBIIIOCH, ST HCIIPaBIIIO BCe CNTydyaH, KOTAa JOCTOMHEIE
YNCTOKPOBHBIE, TaKKMe KaK TBOU POJUTENIH, TEPSIIIU BCE, KPOME KU3HU. I MOTy BepHYThH Tebe TBOUX
ponuTtesneu. TOIBKO OTHAl MHe KaMeHb".

HeBunn 3aMoinuan Ha goiarui mur. "H-HerT... 4... HeT".

[Tpexme ueM BongeMopT ycmen o6mymaTth 0TKa3 HeBuima, 'appu BOCIIOIE30BasICsS BO3MOXKHOCTHIO U
IPHITHYI Ha KBUppena, mpuxkaB PYKH K ero JIUIY.

Bonb B mpame 'appu Oblsla HACTOIBKO CUIBHOM, YTO ['appu He MOT BUAETh. [appu IOHUMAJ, YTO EMY
CIeOOoBajI0 BMEIIaThCS PaHblle, HO, mogo0Ho [laMOImopy, OH X0Tel JaTh HeBuIy BO3MOXKHOCTh
BCTPETUTHCA C BongeMopTOM NMHUIIOM K JIMIY U IOJIaraj, YTO OTKa3 MOA#aThCs BonmeMopTy, maxe
Korfia TOT o0elian BCE, YTO YTOMHO, YyAECHBIM 00pa30M IOBNHSET Ha BCE eIl€ CcTpagalllee
camosobue HeBunia.

Kak pas B TOT MOMeHT, Korfa ['appu ObIJT TOTOB ITOTEPSITH CO3HAHUeE, OH ycibiman "Reducto!”, u
KBuppenn 3aCThlI Ha MECTE.

['appu MOJHST TOMOBY ¥ yBUAEN, Kak HeBUs, MUPOKO PaCKPHIB I'1a3a, OIMyCKaeT MalioukKy.
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