"OnnagaH Bm0OnIeH!" B3BOMTHOBAHHO BOCKIIUKHYI IIIPOXUP, ITOIYUYUB YKOI OT cBoero 6nu3nena. "O,
HO 3TO IIpaB[a, - POJOJIKa Iapoxup noutu 6e33ab60THO, - TPOCTO OHA, KCTATH, eIlle U
HeucClpaBUMas MPOKa3HuUIa".

"He To 4TOOHI MHE 9TO OBIIIO HEMHTEPECHO, - paccMmesycs Jlerosnac, - HO KaKoe OTHOIIeHNe 9TO
“MeeT K MOeMy BOmpocy?"

"9T0 oHa Hama Tebs", - cephe3HO0 CKalasl JjlafaH, nepenaas Jleronacy gororpaduu u
IIePENNCKY, KOTOPhIE OH [T03aMMCTBOBAJl y AHATaJIUU.

Jleronac Ha MrHOBEHUE YCTaBUJICS Ha JjlafiaHa, ¥ ero BhIpakeHue JIUula ¥ TOH 3aCTaBUIIU
MHUPKBYACKOT'0 IPUHIIA HAXMYPHUTHCS OT 6ecrnokoicTBa. OH C 0IACKOM NPUHSII IIOTHOIIEHUE U C
y2KacoM IIOCMOTpeJI Ha Oymaru.

OnnamaH ¥ INPOXuUp HaOIIIOAAIHU 3a TUI[OM CBOETO CTAPOro Apyra. BoCIIOMUHAHUS TISCANK U
CMeIaJUuCh B €T0 Tla3aX, KOTfa OH nmepebupas KapTUHKY, Ha KOTOPHIX, HECOMHEHHO, GBIa
3arevaTieHa ero spKas XKHU3Hb.

Y MeH$s1 caMOr0 HeT HU OHOTO U3 HUX, - IpoOopMoTan Jlerongac, HeOCO3HAHHO IIEPEX0as Ha
ponHo¥ g3bK. OH MOMIHS CaMBIY CTAphl HAOPOCOK.

4 nnwln ¢ 3amafa, a 9TU aHI/IMYaHe IJIBUIM Ha 3anaf, K AMepuke, K HoBomy CBeTy, - pacckasan
OH, - Briyta Oypsi. MHe cka3anu, 4To MaHB3 He 00513aTeIbHO THEBAETCS IIPOCTO BETPHI IIPUHECYT
MeHs Ty[a, Kyda MHe HyXKHO". f He XOTell BEpUTh, KOHEYHO, TI0CJIe TOT'0, KaK MOM OTPOMHEIN KOpaOIb
pa30busics Bopebe3ru. Tak Uiy MHa4ye, MEHS Hallle]l aHTIMUCKUN Kopaliib, IIBIBYIIUM B AMepUKy. f
TIOJIPY2KUJICS C OTLIOBCKUM II€PBHIM IIOMOIITHUKOM Kopabjis, muctepoM bpaunu [IsBenmnoproM. OH
yMep BCKOpe TI0CJie 3TOT0 B CTHIYKE C OMHUM U3 MeHee OpyxKentoOHbIX rieMeH HoBoro Ceeta. Ha
IpeCcMepPTHOM B3[[0Xe OH IIONPOCUJ MeHS 03a00TUTHCS O ero ceMbe. Pa3yMeeTcs, s ObLI
BLIHYKMIEH COTJIACUTHCS, XOTSI OH He MOT 3HATh, YTO [JISI MEHS COepKaTh CII0OBO 3HAYUT OOJIBbINE, UYEM
BCA XKHU3HB".

Jleronac momnoxun ¢poTorpaduio Ha moa. 'OH OBIT XOPOIIUM 4YeJIOBeKOM. Bcst ero ceMbsi Obla
TaKoM, KaK OyATO 4ecThb, 671arOpOfICTBO U BeNlUuKe IepefaloTcs 10 HacleACcTBy. 7 He MOTY CUUTaTh
CBOe BpeMs MOTpadYeHHBIM 3pS, CIyXkKa U 3alllyiasg ux".

SIpoxup IMOCMOTPeNI Ha MUPKBYACKOTO 3/1bda. EcTecTBeHHO, B HEM Oblna medasnb. JI10OOMBITHO,
YTO B HEM OBIIIO ¥ YYBCTBO BUHHI.

Mou 06513aHHOCTH 3aKOHYMIUCh CO CMEPTHIO ITOCNIEIHUX HACJIeIHUKOB, - CKa3aJ Jleronac,
TIOMOPIIUBIIKUCS, - S He MOT OBITh TaM. BOMHEI pa3Besiu Hac B pa3Hble CTOPOHEL. f, KOHEYHO, He MOT
KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh Ha3HaYeHUs, U MOT TOJILKO CKa3aTh cebe, YTO pas g CIIyXKy B TOH XKe BOWHE, B
KOTOPOU CpaxKanuch [laBeHIOPTH], TO, B KOHEYHOM CYeTe, S BCe PaBHO UCKYyIalo CBoe CloBo". Mx
Iepexusia XeHIrHa 10 uMeHu OpaHCUH. { MOKUHYJ AHITINIO IIOCJIE ee CMepTu".



U BOT THI 371€CH, - C TOCKOU CKa3all dIPOXHUp.

"Ml Bce 3mech"”, - ynbIOHYIICsS Jleronac, CHOBa Iepexofisi Ha BecTpoH.

"[1e#CTBUTEIIbHO, - COTJIACUIICS DJJlafaH, BHUMATEIbHO TJIias Ha Jleronaca, - TH XOPOIIO
BBITJISIIUIND, MEJIJIOH-HUH. Tak MPUSTHO BUOETh 3HAKOMOE JINII0, He IPHHAaIexkallee JIpoxupy".

"A Temepb pacCKaxuTe MHe 00 9TOM XKeHIWHe, - CKa3aa JIeronac ¢ CUSIONIMMY TJla3aMH, -
IomxHOo OBITH, OHA - HACTOSIINY IIPK3, pa3 CMOTJIa BEIMAHUTh BAaC U3 Balllel CIIOKOMHOM XKU3HU".

"OHa uTanbsSHKa, - OTBETUIT IIPOXUP 3a 6paTa, - ¢ TaKUM (PaHTACTUYECKUM AKIIEHTOM, 5T YBEPEH.
4 TakKe yBepeH, YTO OHA - IparolleHHbIN KaMeHb, XOTS 5 C HeH ellle He 3HaKOM, II0TOMY 4TO
dnnagaH He MO3BOJISIeT MHe ITPUOIU3UTHCS K Her. Tl 3Haelllb, Kak 9To ObIBaeT, OH 0YeHb OOUTCH,
YTO OHA IIPEANOoYTEeT MEeHS".

"Her, - paccMmesinics JiiiafiaH, - 1 0010Ch, YTO OHA 3aX0YeT JePKaThCSI OT MEHS IIOMaIbIIe IOCyIe
TOT0, KaK MO3HAKOMHUTCSI C MOE eQUHCTBEHHON ceMben".

OOMeH MHEHUSIMU OB ITpepBaH 3BOHKOM MOOUITBHOTO TenedoHa. Jleronac u J7lafaH OCTaIu
CBOM M3 KapPMaHOB, HO DJIPOXUP CHUOEN CIIOKOWHO ¥ XKOasl yooOHOTO MOMEHTa s yoapa.

Ero GbICTpHIE PYKH METHYJIACh B TOT CaMBI MOMEHT, KOTHa JJijlafilaH [0CTaJl CBOM MOOUIIbHLIM, U
OH OTBETHJI Ha 3BOHOK Opara.

Jleromac ycMexHyJsics 1 yopan TenedoH B KapMaH. JJlafaH C J0oCafod IOKavasl TOJI0BOH U
CKas3aJl MUPKBYICKOMY 371b(y, UTO, 0UEBHIHO, €T0 TPOBUHUBIIEMYCSI OpaTy CTajio TaK CKY4YHO C
rojamu, 4YTo OH IIPUAYMBIBAET BCSIKHE HeJelble 3aHSATHS, YTOOH 3aHAThL Ce0sl.

"TIpuBeT, - MOMPUBETCTBOBAJ DIILPOXUD, T'lla3a ero 3aropesuch, - AHa, ma?... Het, aTo ero 6par...
MMM...", - OH TOgHsI OPOBh Ha J/lafaHa, - "O, oH He cka3an Tebe, ma? Hy, g Obl ToxXe [epka ero B
cekperte, ecnu OBl MOT".

'[laii-Ka MHe 3T0', - DNyIagaH CXBATUII TeNledOH ¥ TOPOIIIUBO IMOMHSICS U3-3a CTONIa. JJIPOXUP C
BeceJlbeM II0CMOTpeN eMY BCIIEf,.

"¢1 661 He oOuKaICH, - TocoBeTOBas Jleronac anbdy u3 PuBeHmena, - diafal IPOCTO 3alUIIA
Tebs1, He PacKphIBasi Te0s, KaK PaCKphIBa ceds".

Jnpoxup moxar muedaMmu: " Bpan v o6ugesnics, MeJlJIOH-HUH. A BOT OHa, II0X0XKe, fa. 3Haellb,
KaK FOBOPST... ECIU MyKUYKMHA JyMaeT O HOJITOCPOYHBIX OTHOIIEHUSIX C TOOOM, O Cepbe3HOM
COBMECTHOM XKM3HHU, OH 3HAKOMUT Tebs CO CBOEH CEMbEM, Y HETO HET CEKPETOB... BCE 3TH IUTYYKU
nokTtopa ®una. Eif oueHs HEIPUSATHO, YTO OH CKPHLIBAET OT HEE TaKue Bemu".



"Hukorma Bce He ObIJIO TaK CITOXKHO", - C JIeTKOU YIBIOKO!M cKa3as Jleromac. JIIpOXup
HACTOPOXKEHHO HabIoman 3a TeM, KaK IpUHI] MUpPKBya MOf03Bas oduiMaHTa ¥ 3aKas3asl To, 4TO, 10
cyTH, OBLIO YaIIKOM Ype3MEePHO IIPOCIaBIEHHOT0 KOE, CKPHITOTO TIOf 00MINeM TaKUX CJIOB, KaK
JaTTe, HU3KOKAJIOPUUHEIN, C MoOaBIIeHHEM TOT0-TO ¥ TOT0-TO, a TakxXke 6e3 KodeuHa...

"Utaxk, - cka3an Jleromnac, risasi Ha CBOEro CTaporo Opyra, - THl Halllen MeHsi. Kakue y Te6st
IJIaHbI?"

dmpoxup moxan njaedamu. "Ila HUYEro oCOOEHHOT0. ITO Ovlla MPOCTO JTOOOIBITHAS,
HeoTpasuMas Belrb. M s1 OBl mocoBeTOBan Te0e mepKaThCs B TeHU, MeJUIOH-HUH". OH ITOMOPIITUIICS:
"Jlto00BHUIIA JIagaHa coOMpaeTCs HAMKUCATh KHUTY" .

"A oH Korma-HUOYOb CKaXKeT eil mpaBay?" crpocun Jleronac.

"OH npo6yeT Bomy", - OTBETUII INPOXuUp, - "OH yxKe Bo3un ee B MMnanpuc. [lomaraio, TONbKO ceryac
sl BHIHYJIUII €T0 CHeNaTh CIeNYIOUINii 1Iar, TO eCTh Y3HaTh MeHs. EC/u OoHa - BCe, UYTO MOXKET JIIOOUTh
Mo# OpaT, s Iojiaraio, Mbl MOXKEM PaCCUUTHIBATh Ha ee Garopa3yMue, eciid OH KOTa-HuOynb
pelmTCs CKa3aTh ey IpaBay".
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