Tamaku 3a010KupoOBaj 0KHO. "UTo 3T0?"
4 vapgesncs, uTo TaMaku COBUHETCS BIPaBO. f1 XOTeJ IoMMaTh BUL CHAPYXKHU.
4 3eBHYN. — BuepamHsas momaurHsgs pabora?

Omna 3akartuna rinasa. «KoHe4HO, 3TO BUepalllHee foMalllHee 3afaHue. Ho mocMoTpu Ha OLIEHKY » .
Ona nogHecna IUCTOK K MOeMY JIALY.

«B MuHyC?»

« [ToueMy 3TO He mATEPKA!» OHa CKa3aa.

i moxan nneyamu. 4 gymas, 4yTo B MUHYC — 3TO HOPMAJIBHO.
TaMaku CTpaHHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEH4.

«41 mobrioch OOJIBIIETO yCIexa B CIeyoleM», — cKa3all .

«THI TaK TOBOPUILIb, HO 3TO HUKOTTa He OyzmeT A. Mosi MaMa He OyfieT pafia, €CNU s CHOBA mony4y C»,
— cka3ain Cany. [Jayi KuBHYJ. ASIMe B 3aMellaTelIbCTBE IIOCMOTPEIT Ha BCeX.

«Ecnu Tebe 3TO He HPaBHUTCA, TO cresai 3To», — cKa3al 5. «CerogHs g HauMHa0 3aHUMAaThCS
OaneroM, IIO3TOMY HE 3HalO, €CTh JIX Y MEH eIlle BpeMI».

Tamaku ¢uIpkHYNI. — W TH Ha3bIBaellb ce0s Yuuxa.
«Hy u 410 », — IIpoBOpYAI £.
«Wtak, — ckazan [Jali, — y TeGs He JOJIXKHO BO3HUKHYThH IPOOJIEM C TEM U OPYTUM».

«f He 3HaAW», — CKa3an 4. «[leJI0 CTAaHOBUTCS BCe TpyAHee. Buepa BeuepoM s 3amepzKasics
MOTO3qHa, YTOOK 3aKOHYUTH>.

«T1, THI JI3KEIIb».

"Xm?" Kak g nran?

[la ckpecTtua pyku Ha rpynu. "IlepectaTs NIPUTBOPATHCS."
«9M, 5 He OyMalo, 4TO OHa 3HaeT...» — IpoulenTan AsMme.
— Yto? Yero s He 3Hai0? { cnpocur.

«Tol myTumb? JlagHo, T03BOJIb MHE CKa3aTh TeOe. Kaxabiii Yunxa, MpomeIuil 3Ty KOy, — FeHUH.
Hy, MoxeT OBITH, 32 UCK/IIOUEHHUEM OQHOTO WM [BYX 4yHakoB. Ho G0MBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX», — CKa3all

Taii.
«[la, kak ToT Illucyu. 'oBOpSAT, 4TO OH cuibHee YyyHKHA , @ OH ellle faXke He 3aKOHYUT yueby!»

— WUnu WUtauu. [Tomauins, Aasme? B npoiioM rogy OH MecsI] yYuCd B HalleM Kjacce. f crblmani, K
3UMe OH 3aKOHYMUJI WIKOJIY.

Kusoxk. «[a, oH Bcerga cumei OOuH 3a 00eIoM U YHUTaJ KHUTH».



«Be1 OBLIM APY3BAMU?» 1 CIIPOCHUTL.
Asime TIOKpacCHela ¥ OTBeJa B3rJIsAf, I0Ka4YaB I'OJI0BOK.
Tamaku ycmexnyincs. «Hy, g ero HeHaBuxKy. OH BEICTAaBUJI OCTANIbHEIX U3 HAC B [1JIOXOM CBETE>.

4 Haxmypurcs. Mtaun nHOTOa MeHs pa3fapazal, Ho OH ObIT XopommuM ApyroM. OH gaxe moMorart
MHE C [JOMaIlIHUM 3afilaHiueM, KOTga MO OTel] UiIH TeTsI MUKOTO OBbIIM CIUIIKOM 3aHATHL. A [Ilucyu?
Hy maBait xxe. OHUM TSIHYJIX MEHS 3@ HOTY. JTOT MMapeHb OB UOAHOTOM.

— Hy, Utauu munsiii, — ckasan [au.
Couy xuxukHyma. «Jla, OH Takou. AsiMe Bcerga KpacHel PSIOM C HUM».
"IEBYIIKHW." Tamaku ymapuil UXx I10 TOJIOBE.

— [T, Tamaku, MBI 3HaeM, YTO OH Tebe TOXKe NMOHPaBUICS, — cKalan [aii. «Tsl BO3HEHaBUIEI €T0
TOJIBKO TI0CJIE TOTO, KaK OH CKa3as Tebe HeT».

— Ila, Tamaku, TH ObLJIa Tax BII0OJIEHA B HETO.

TaMaku IMOKPaCHEII. «He 6v110! OH BRITJIAOE]I ODMHOKHM, IIO3TOMY 5 CIIPDOCHUII €TI0, HE X0YEeT JIN OH
II0eCTb BMeCTe».

«HW oH cKa3an HeT», — oTMeTun [lal. «3HAYHUT, C TeX IMOP Thl BO3HEHABHUEN €Tr0 U IPHUILES K HaM».
"He."

— Toxe!

"He!"

— Toxe!

«OH MHe He NTOHpaBUJICA!» - KpUKHYN TaMaku.

«0O, OH TakO¥ MUJIBIK U YMHBIM . OH BCerga mojay4aeT OTIMYHBIEe OLeHKW U MUk . U 0, ero cembs
TakKas 3HaMeHuTas u 6oratas. {1 OB X0TeJI, YTOOBI OH IIPHUIIIEIT CIOMa 1 ITOMPOCKIT MEHS BEIUTH 3a HET0
3amyXk. Torga 51 Oyny Yuuxa TaMaku, - cka3an [Jail BEICOKMM Toi0coM. «KTo cKasas 3TO B MPOIIJIOM
Tomy?»

«f momyTtun! 3aueM MHe TaKOi IPUAYPOK, KaK OH?» TaMaKu 3auKasics, KpacHes.
"Ero rnasa."
"Ero BonoCHL."

«Ero meHprm».

«YT0? THI BUfEN 3TOT pailoH? Mosl MaMa BCe BpeMs 0 HEM FOBOPUT », — CKa3zas Cay.



Asime B3moxHYyI1. «H1 ero romoc...»

«W oH nyumui B Kjlacce, a He B LIKOJIE ».

" nenbru!"

Bce meBUOHKM 3aXUXUKaIIU.

AsiMe TIOBEpHYJICS KO MHe. — A 4To HacueT Te0s1, Aga? OH Tebe HpaBUTCS?
Bce ocTanbHBIE TOXKE IIOBEPHYIXUCH KO MHE C JTIOOOIIEITCTBOM.

"H-yr0o?"

Iaif 10KHyTa sI3BIKOM. «]la TafiHO, TH 3HAeIllb, KTO OH. MEI BUOUM Tebs C HUM Kaxmoe yTpo. OH
IIOOBO3UT TEOSI».

Tamaku octaHoBuincs. "OH genaeT?" oHa CIIPOCHUIIA.

4 nmouecan roygoBy. «3M, HY ga...»

"Kakou oH?"

“Jt0 oH roBOpPUT?"

«KakK OH mOXKHBaeT?»

OHY HaKJIOHUIKCH BIieper. f cXKajics Ha CBOeM MeCTe. «OM, Hy, OH MaJji0 YTO TOBOPHUT...»

Onu otctynunu. « [ udpei», — cKa3anu OHU.

— HWrak, Tebe HPABUTCS... HPABUTCS OH, As? - CIpOCUn MeHsT TaMaku.

«Jla», ckazan g. "OH mou gpyr!"

— T, coMHeBaloCh, YTO OH Tak AyMaeT. Y Mbl roBopuM o Tuna -tuna. OH Te6e HpaBUTCS -HPABUTCS?

4 crimotHyn. YeCTHO TOBOPS, ST He 3aMeTHJ pa3HUIlLl. BEIo i -Kak B ABa pa3a Oobine, yeM Kak? [la,
a rmoyemy 3pech Obla 3ajada 10 MaTeMaTHKe?

«4 Tak He gymaro? OH IPOCTO APYT».

4 Hapesscs, 4TO Aall MpaBUJIbHBIN OTBET. [LOIKEH U 1 U3MEHUTH ero? Bce Mou Apy3bs CKa3alu, YTO
OH UM HpaBUTCS . Ho OmsTh XKe, OHK ero Toxe HeHaBugenu. OTMEHSIeT I 9TO YacTb mogo0Horo? A
OBLT CIIUIIKOM CMYIIIEH.

"Brl yBepeHbI?" — crpocun [lai.
"Her...?"

Tamaku ynbIOHYIach U IOJI0XKMIa PyKU Ha Oenpa. «Xoporuo, As. Tl CIUIIKOM XOpOIIla AJis HETo.
ITOT NPUAYPOK».

«OH He npunypok, Tamaku. OH IPOCTO 3aCTEHYUBLIM U MaJIOpPa3rOBOPYUBHIN. f He gyMaio-!» YTo-To
yOapuiIo MeHs 10 TOJIOBeE.



Bbpocasiuii CHOBa OKa3ascCs TeM HafoeOIWBbIM Maab4YUuKOM.
"IIpekpatu 3To!" { cka3ail.

Ou Gpocur eile oguH 6yMaxKHEBIN [TAPUK.

«IIpekpatu 5TO!»

«Oroupu, l'mapxupo!» [lau pacckasai emy.

OH He menan. — Yxonu, yOIOmoK Yuuxa.

YTO Cy4Yusocs ¢ MOObMHU 3[eCh U ¢ Yunxou? Ouu nubo moduny ux, nubo HeHaBugenu. Mnu oHu
MOTJIM OB OBITH MOMMHU PY3bSIMU U OBITh ¥ TEM, U JPYTUM.

— TrI, — cKa3an s MaIb4uKYy. «f He 3HAI0, B YeM TBOs Ipo0ieMa, HO IepecTalb OpocaTh B MEHS
OEPBMO! C menst goctaTouro TBoero [JEPbMA! Kak Ovl Te6e MOHPaBUIIOCh, e/ OBl Te0sT KaXKIbIi
[EeHb IIBBHIPSIIA YeM-HuOyOns? A ? »

«Kxm».

«YTO... ox». Ymc.

— YTo BHI CKa3ajH, I0Has Jeau? — IPOXPHUIleN YyBaK. Hamr yuuTens ObI cTap, HO BCE €Ille CTPAIIEH.
Pa3pymen. Mou fpy3bs OBICTPO YTKHYIUCH B paboune nucThl. OHM He XOTeJH MomacTh B Geny.
«$1 cyuTarw, 4TO 37[eCh YMECTEH JHEBHOU apecT».

Mot pot onycTumncs. 3agepxkanue? Ho s He coenan HAYEro IIoXoro!

«Ho on Opocan B MeHs Bemu!» f1 yka3an Ha [MHOKUPO.

«Torma oH OymeT oTOBRIBAaTh HaKa3aHUE BMECTE C BAMU».

910 OBI710 XyKe! 9 He XOTeJ ¢ HUM CBSI3HIBATHCS ! "ITO He crpaBeminBo!" {1 TOMHYII HOTOM.
"IIBa mHS."

«Yro! Ho...»

«OpHa Hemens. Ecnu Te6e HpaBUTCS YBEIMUUTH KOIUYECTBO OHEW OO0 ABYX HEOEeJb, IPOCTO CKaXu
eIre CJIOBO».

4 3aKkphlI poT. f 37100HO MOCMOTPEN Ha Manb4yuKa. OH YXMBITbHYIICS.

«Kak HacyeT OmHOTO MecsAla?» OH CKa3all YYUTeIo.

Mos yemnocTs ynasna Ha moin. OJMH MECALL? K ToMmy BpeMeHU IIKOJIa yKe 3aKOHYUTCS .
YuuTenpHULE 9TO HE TI0KA3aJI0Ch CMEIIHLIM. «[IBe Helenu. YBUOUMCS 30eCh».

Yynak BepHYJICS K CBOeU rasere.

A Toxe BEPHYJICA Ha CBO€ MECTO.



«f He MOTY IIOBEPUTH, YTO THI IPOKJIAT», — IporienTtan Cauy.

«ITpocTtu, Asd. ITOT ManbYMK MEHS pa3apaxaeT», — cKalan [lail.

«Hy, o xpallHel Mepe, MBI 3HaeM, 4YTO OHa OfHA U3 9TUX UyAaKOB», — CKa3aja AsMe, XUXUKasl.
"Xm?"

Asime 3aroBopuil. «THl MONy4YnI Haka3aHue, ga? CKOJIbKO Y4YUX, KOTOPHIX Thl 3HaEIlb, [IOIY4YUIN
HaKa3aHWe? Mory IOCIIOPUTE, TBOSI CeMbs OyIeT B IPOCTH».

"Hapgetoch HeT." ¢ crpsiTasia TOJIOBY B pyKax. JTo Obllla He MOs BuHA. KOHeYHO, MOM OTell 3TO YBUAUT.
Bo3Mo0KHO, OH MOT OBl lake paccka3aTh 00 9TOM yUUTEJTIO.

Tamaku BepHya el momalrHee 3afgaHue. «Ckaxu, As, Tebe Gosbllle He HYKHO [e/laTh MO0
IoMalllHio paboTy. YunuThiBas, uTo Te0st oTpaboTany, y TeOs, BEPOSITHO, He OyOeT BpeMeHU», -
cKas3aJia OHa.

Bce octanbHEIE TOXKe 3a0pany qoMalllHee 3afjaHue 00paTHO.

«Jla, g mymalo, 4TO CMOTY IIOJTy4YUTh Pe3yJIbTaT BhIle B MuHyc», — ckasain Cauy. «4 roBopun tebe,
YTO MOHU POJUTENHN 0YeHb PA303JIATCS, eCNU g noadepych K C?»

4 OBln paf, 4TO MOU APY3bsi OOJIbIe He 3MUIUChH Ha MeHs. TaMaKu Bce ellle HeCKOIbKO pa3 CMOTpPen
Ha MeHS.

[To oOKOHYaHUU MIKOJH 51 coOupancs yutu. [IoToM s BCIOMHUI. 3afepKaHue .

4 3actoHan. 4 OblyTa XOpoIIeH IeBOYKOoM. MHe He MeCTO B 3aK/II0YeHHN. MalbYuK HaCMEIIJIHBO
moMaxajl MHE PYKOH.

«B cnenytomumi pa3s g Tebs uckiodalo » . OH IPoIesa MUMO MeHsI, YTOOB 3aHATH MECTO.

Ha cBoeM MecTe OH OTKMHYJICS Ha3am. OH Hagesnl KemKy Ha JIUI0, CJIOBHO COOUPAsiCh 3aCHYTh.
4 He MOT B 9TO MOBepUTh! MHe X0TeI0Ch MOUTHU Tyda ¥ HaCTYIIUTh €My Ha HOTY.

K coxamnenuto, yuurtenb Obll 3mech. «CafiUTeCh, TOCIIOXKA YUnUxa».

A cpenan. I 3aHan MecTto TaMaku y OKHa.

CHapyxu MeHS Xpanu Mou Ky3eHHl. [Ilncyn cMoTpesn Ha MeHs HallpaBo U HajleBo. f B3rJISHYI Ha
cBoero yuutens. OH 9uTal.

4 nomaxan okHy. Hamerocs, MO IBOIOPOLHEIE OpaThs YBUMAAT.
Htauu ykasan Ha Moe OKHO. [llucyu yBULeI ¥ 4TO-TO KPUKHYJI. 2KaJib, 4TO s He yChblman . Uauor.

Coycta nensix Tpu MUHYTH [Ilucyu moHsan 3T70. [103TOMY OH TOXKeE IIOIIEBEIUTI PyKaMu. JTO CHoelaso
€ro IOX0XUM Ha KJIOyHa. U 5 Bce ellle He MOT [TOHATH, YTO OH TOBOPHUT.

WTaywm pemus NOUTH B IMKOJy U 3a0paTh MeHs. ITO ObII0 OBl I1JI0X0. YUUTENIb YBUOUT. Y MEHS MOTYT
OBITH elre OObITIe HETTPUSTHOCTH.



4 nmokauan ronosoi. HET HET HET CTOII, - mpo6opMoTan .
HTauu 0CTaHOBUJICS, TeIePh HUIKE TOI'0 MECTa, I'e OB .

4 OBln paf, 4TO yUUTEbHUIIA U HafOedIUBLIM MaTbyuK He 00paTuiIn BHUMaHUs. S opBai yrojok
CBOETO0 IOMAIIHero 3afaHus. f Hanucan: «Bel uguoTh! 9 HaX0XKyCh NOA CTpaXeu. Tl 4OCTaBUIIb
MHE HEeMpusaTHOCTHU. [ToxkKamy#cTa, BOTbI!

4 ckoMKan OyMary u BEIOPOCHUITI ee B OKOHHYIO Iefib. FiTauu moiMar 3To.

Wrtaum nokaszan lucyu 3anucky. lllucyu cHoBa Hayan cMesaThCs . OH JOoCTan U3 proK3akKa PydKy.
WTayu BHIXBATHUJI y HETO PYUKY.

HWTtayu 4To-TO 3amucalt. Illucyu BEITIISHY Yepe3 mIedo. 3aTeM OH YTO-TO KPUKHYII U TIOIBITAJICS
otobpats Oymary y Utauu. Cnumikom no3gHo. Vtauu yzke GPOCHUIT 3aIIHUCKY.

3anucka ynaja Ha MOU CTOJL.

— V¥ Bac ecTh iBe MUHYTHI, YTOOBI CITYCTUTLCS, WU MBI YHIEM.

CHauana g ObUI B BOCTOPTE OT er0 KpaCHBOro rmovyepka. Torma s1 OB B yKace.
BTopo#t 6yMazKHBIN IIAPUK ITPU3EMITUIICS Ha MOM CTOJ. JTOT Obl1 oT [Iucywu.

«Boxe, He oOpalait BHUMaHUs Ha nocnenHee. OH myTuT. KoHEYHO , MBI TOJ0XKIEM Bac. Y Bac eCTh
TPU MUHYTHL. B KOHIle OBUT CMal/IUK C BEICYHYTHIM SI3BIKOM.

Moii rna3 pepuyncs. 4 yonio ux oboux. S npuirypuncs Ha HuX. O 06a OTCTYIUIIH.
— Bl moggrensl! {1 mIBEIpHYI UM B IUlla 3anIUCKY. f nmpomnyctui. IIpoknaTue.
«Barmra kannurpadus yxacaa. OgHa MuHyTa.'

4 ymapuics ronoBo# o cTon. MoXKeT OBITh, S MOT OBl BHIIIPBHITHYTH U3 OKHA. YUYUTENIb MOXKET laxe He
3HATh.

«d HE MOT'V!»

"YT0 THI feflaels?" — CIIPOCUJI YYUTENb I103aU MeHd. f IIOANIPHIrHYI Ha CBoeM MecTe. «IlepecTanb
KOPUYUTH POXKULILI B OKHE U CSAIOb Y IBEPU».

[TapeHb YXMBIIBHYJICS MHE.

Pa3o3nuBIINCE, 5 chelan, Kak OBIJI0O CKa3aHOo, M PYXHYJI Ha CBOe HOBOe MecCTo. Bce, 4To 51 MOT
cOernaThb, 3TO CMOTPETh Ha YacH.

IToToM s KO€-4TO BCIIOMHHUII.
«JEPBMO! BAJIET!» { BCKOYUJI CO CBOEr0 MecCTa. 3aTeM S 3axaJl POT PyKaMH.

9710 OBUI JOJTUHA OEHb.

KHEIHYCL, YaChl HE IBUT'AJINCE.



4 mocTyd4an 1mo nacTUKY. f HeHaBUEN 3TOr0 ManbyuInKy. Ha ero nuiie Bce eire Oblna 3Ta OypalKas
yxMblnKa. iHOTma oH O6pocas B MeHs 4To-HuOyab. B ocHOBHOM Gymara. 1 mpourHopupoBasia ux u
BBIJEPHYJIA IPSOU U3 CBOUX BOJIOC.

MeHs Gosbliiie BOIHOBaI GaserT.

3agepxKaHue 3aKOHYUIIOCE. ¢ BrIOEKAIl U3 KOMHATHL. Y MEeHS OBbIJTIO MEHbIIE MSITU MUHYT, YTOORI
moOpaThCs [0 TAHIIEBAJILHOTO 3aia.

CHapyXu HUKOT0 He Obls10. Mou OBOIOPOMHEIE OPaThsi OCTABUIM MEHS.
4 Tonnyn. «OHU Takue MepTBHE!»

B3pgoxHyB, 4 onycTuia royiosy. { Havyaa UOTH II0 JOPOTE.

«3HaeMb, MITy4YKa, B TAKOM TeMIle Mbl Obl IPUHSTIN TeOs 3a YIUTKY>.

[IIucyu nexan Ha TpaBe. UTaum IeIXTeN psigoM ¢ HUM. «He 3acTaBisiit Hac CHOBA XkmuaTh Te0s, As. B
OynmyiieM Mbl He OyfieM CTOJIb CHUCXOOUTETbHEI».

"U3Bunun!"
4 nocnepmoBan 3a HUMHU. [10TOM S BCIIOMHMUII.

«[Toexamu ! » - ckasan Illucyu. «4 yxe Ha yac ona3grBaio, yyBak! Mos MaMa cobupaeTcsi MeHs
IIpeciefjoBaTh U MOAXKAaPUTh!»

«Moii ypok 6aneta!» { ckazan. «Y meHs ceropHs! Yxke HaunHaeTcsi. He MOTy IpoOmyCTUTh
peructpanuio! He mory!»

¢4 moKa3an UM CKOMKAHHBIN PO30BBEI KOMOMHE30H U3 PIOK3akKa. TaM OBUT agpec TaHIIeBaIbHOTO 3aJla.

"Te1 wytuins." [lucyu yoapun cebs mo nuiy. «Tel momydaelb Haka3aHUe B TOT e [IeHb, Koraa y
Te0s1 eCTh TaHIleBabHas IITyYKa? EC/K THI HE 3aMeTHs1, y MeHsI [oMa eCTh MaMa, KOTopasi COEPET C
MeHS KOXKY XXKUBbEM, eCJIH S IPOMYIILY ee TaKOM Uy[eCHBIN YKUH, IPUTOTOBJIEHHEIH U3 00T 3HaeT-
KaKoe MSCO».

— MHI yXKe oma3pbiBaeM, — cKalan Mrauu. «Ha maHHBIM MOMEHT 3TO He OyeT UMeTh HUKAKOT0
3HA4YEeHHUs, TaK 4YTO MBI MOTJIX OBl OTBECTH €€ B TaHI[eBaJIbHBIN 3ajI».

«IIpaBma? Cnacu6o, pebsta! f BaM of¥yH OOJIXKHUK - IOIOXKIUTE! »
«Yto Temneps ?» - ckasan llucyu.
«$1 ocTaBUI CBOM HOBHIE Ty(u moMa...»

[Iucyu cHOBa U CHOBa yHapscs roaoBou. — JlagHo, nagHo. JlagHo. He mapecs. MUtauyu, unm K Hel
IOMO¥M M IPUHECH IIpUHIIecce ee Tydhmu. [aBaii, ITy4Ka, 1 OTHECY Te0s Tyma.

«Hecute MeHs? 3TO MeCTO B KMJIOMeTpe oTciogal»

Mucywu 3akaTtun rinasa. «IIpuset? Kak TH gymaels, ¢ KEM TH 37ech? HUHM3S, CKBUPT, HUHA3S. Ha
KOHTPEUJIEPHLIX IlepeBo3Kax. Ceryac xe».



4 npeirHyn eMy Ha cuuHy. OH yIiani, ero Horu IOOKOCUJIUCE.

«YEPT, ckBupT. TH TSXKeENBIN!»

4 magyncs. «3aTKHUCH, MalbYUK-HUHA34. Uou!»

U 1yT OH cpenai To, 4ero A He oxupas. OH BCKOYUIL. [JecsaTh METPOB B BO3AYXeE .
Mot ronoc ctaj TaKUM XKe BEICOKUM.

«IIOCTABb MEHY, TIOCTABb MEHY, [IOCTABb MEHS CEMYAC!»

[Iucywu BeICAmuI MeHS Ha KPBIILY.

"O boxe mou." lllucym 3axan yuu pykamu. "Ycnokoutscs!"

OH NpUKpPHIT MHE POT. 4 3aKpuyan eMy B JIafiloHb. MOU HOTH TPSICIIUCD. I U130 BCeX CUJI CXBATHUIICS 3@
Yepermuily.

«Kak MOXKeT U3 TBOEro Tejla UCXOAUTh TaKOU 'POMKUM myM? Ycmokoucs, CKkBupT! Bece B mopsigke!»
4 mocmoTpesn BHU3 U ITOKayasl rojioBoi. Cie3sl BEICTYIIHIIN.

[Iucyu 6v11 COUT C TONKY. «Ii, He TIayb . [Tocnymia, 51 mocaxy Tebss 00paTHO, €CITH ThI IIPOCTO
BCTAHEINb ¥ I03BOJIUIIH MHE...»

4 cHoBa nokayan ronosoi. Het! 4 xoTten cnyctuthes. TONMBKO He Tak, Kak s npupgymart!

WTauu 00HAN MeHS C3anH.

"You are hurting my ears," he whispered.

I got quiet.

"Great, she listens to you," Shisui mumbled. "At least she stopped liquefying my brain cells to mush."

"Y-you. You should have told me you were going to do that before you decided to go FLYING," I said
shakily.

"How was I to know that you'd react like that?"

"Enough," Itachi said. "Shisui, get the shoes. I'll take care of this. Go."
"Are you sure-"

"Go!"

"Teez, when did you become the boss," Shisui said. He jumped to the next roof and one after that. He
was gone.

"Get me down," I whined to Itachi. One of my hands was still grabbing a rooftop tile. My other hand
grabbed his wrist.

"Let go," he said.



"No, get me down!"

"I assure you, I will, if you would let go."
I did not want to. I held him tighter.

He sighed. "Suit yourself."

Itachi moved himself. He lifted me up. The moment he did, my hand had to let go of the tile. I
squeezed his wrist harder.

"Close your eyes."

"What?"

"Tust do it," he said softly.

I blinked. I did as told.
"Hold on ti- Don't," he said.

I felt wind brush my face. My hair fluttered. But it was not as scary as the first time. The ride was
almost fun, if I kept my eyes shut.

A few seconds later, I heard him again.
"You can open your eyes now."

I opened my right eye first, then my left. We were on the ground. The dance hall was in front of us.
Relieved, I went to the building. I felt a tug and looked down. My hand still glued onto him.

"If you do not mind, I would like to have my hand back."

I peeled my hand off. There were red marks on his wrist. "Sorry!"
I went for the door again. Itachi stood at the road.

"Um, can you come with me?" I asked Itachi. "I'm nervous."

I was happy when he did. The dance hall was a grand room with waxed floors and walls of mirrors.
The place was warm. It reminded me of the capital.

Sitting on the floor was a group of girls. They gathered to listen to the teacher. She had hair that
was pulled into a bun and strange, pale eyes.

"Are you Ayae?" the teacher asked me.

I nodded.

"Kind of you to join us. We were just introducing ourselves. I am Ms. Hyuuga," she said.
Everyone introduced themselves. I did too.

"I want each of you to dance today, so [ may assess your ability," Ms. Hyuuga said. "Do not worry if
this is your first time. [ will not reject anyone, as long as she is willing to learn. Now everyone, go



and change."

I followed the other girls into a changing room. They undressed and helped each other fit into shirts
and leggings. A few of the older girls helped lace ballet shoes for the younger girls. I grabbed my
own clothes from my backpack.

I had a white shirt with orange petals and dark-orange tights. My mom got me this outfit years ago.
It was big on me at the time. Now, it fitted perfectly, even though the colors got faded.

I brought the shirt to my nose. Strawberries, oranges, with a pinch of fuchsia. Mom. I clapped my
hands together for a quick prayer.

Everyone finished changing. They tugged the last fold in their clothes or stretched a rubber band to
tie their hair. But I still was not ready. My foot was bare.

Luckily, back in the studio, Shisui was leaning against a wall. He swirled my shoes. "Oh princess, I
have your slippers. Shall we try them on?"

I plopped on the wooden benches next to Itachi. I slipped the shoes on. They fitted snugly. The
lacing I had a little trouble with, so Shisui did them. "Ah, perfect fit," he said. "Glad to see you're not
screaming anymore."

I stuck out my tongue. "No thanks to you!"

He shooed me. "Yeah, yeah, you go and dance now. Let's go, Itachi. My mom's still waiting with her
butcher knife and skillet pan."

I stopped. "Wait, you aren't staying?"

Shisui blinked. "Well, no. Isn't someone coming to pick you up?"

"My dad... but-"

"See ya then!" Shisui waved. An elbow met his stomach.

"We are staying," Itachi said.

"Why?" Shisui complained. He held his stomach. "You heard her, her pop's picking her up."

"She wants us to stay," Itachi said. I was glad Itachi said that. But I did not like his tone. He made it
sound like I could not handle myself. I can. Company just never hurt.

Shisui sighed. "Fine, fine. We'll stay, whether you - or I - like it or not. I mean, what else can I do
after an entire day's worth of exhausting missions? Psh, who needs sleep nowadays." Before I could
argue, Shisui pushed me toward the dance group. "Go. Don't mind us idiots sitting here."

I joined the other girls. One by one we danced for Ms. Hyuuga. | was second to last on the list, so I
saw everyone else first.

The first girl was cool. She was three years older than me. Her dancing made me nervous about
myself.

The second girl was like me. Her dance was not as good as the first one.



The third girl was younger than me, about six. Hers was bad.

The fourth girl did not know anything! It was her first time and she was too embarrassed to do
anything.

The performances went on. Watching, I felt good. I was better than most of the girls my age. The
older ones were better than me, but that was okay.

"Uchiha Ayae, you are up."
The last girl sat down. I got up and moved to the center.
"Whenever you are ready," Ms. Hyuuga said.

Taking a deep breath, I spread my arms and began. In my head, I played the music that I usually
danced to. Step. Step. Twirl, spin, step.

Ms. Hyuuga smiled. "Have you done ballet before, Ayae?"

I laced my fingers together behind my back. "A little."

"Your dance needs refinement, but I see potential. Well done."
I beamed and sat down, happy.

"Finally, Ms. Yuuhi. Class, Ms. Yuuhi is in her final year, so I would like you all to pay close attention
and learn something from her," Ms. Hyuuga said.

A girl, so much older than everybody else, stood up. She was a teenager, with wild hair pulled into a
messy bun and beautiful red eyes.

Her dance was amazing! She looked so delicate yet strong in her glide across the room.
I was not the only one in awe. All the students stared. Shisui had a goofy grin.

Itachi was super focused. His eyes followed every move, each sway of her arms and twirl of her legs.
I got a bit jealous. Itachi did not give me that kind of attention when I danced for him.

The Yuuhi girl got the loudest applause. She smiled and bowed back.
"Wonderful," said Ms. Hyuuga. "We conclude today. I look forward to seeing each of you again."
The girls broke into chatter and rushed into the changing room. I went to my cousins.

"Hey, squirt, you think I can watch every one of your little dance lessons from now on?" Shisui
patted me on the back. I beamed until he added, "That Yuuhi chick will still be here, right? Because
damn is she hot."

I pouted.
"Ayae." Itachi waved me over.
"Okay," I began, "I know I'm not good right now but-"

"Ayae," Itachi said. "Come here."



I moved closer. If he said something mean, I was close enough to punch him.

To my surprise, he had two orange ribbons in his hand. Behind me, he combed my hair with his
fingers.

"Your hair was in the way. I noticed all the other girls had theirs tied. You should do the same. Then
the audience can better see your movements," he said.

When he was done, there were two braids at my side. I was speechless.

I touched the ribbons. "Where did you get these?"

"Rule 121. A ninja should be able to retrieve any resource at any moment in time."
"Oh." I pretended I understood.

"Yes, great," Shisui said. "Straight from the codebook. Wonderful you can recite that. Now, if you
two are done, can we please go home? I am going to get my spleen sliced!"

To my disappointment, Itachi sided with him. "We have overstayed our limit. Ayae, your father will
arrive in a few minutes."

"See you later, squirt!" Shisui said. "And if you ever by any chance know if Ms. Yuuhi has any plans
for this weekend, let me know!"

With that, they disappeared.

I touched my hair again. Only mom had ever braided it. Whenever I tried, it ended in a mess. That
Itachi had done it for me was really nice.

I readied to leave for the changing room but stopped. In one of the mirrors was a reflection of
outside. Standing in the Konoha streets was Tamaki. She stared at me.

Her eyes made me jump. They were so cold. But when I turned around, she was waving to me,
smiling.

"Hi!" she called to me. She pulled on her mom's sleeve. "Mom! Mom! This is the friend I was telling
you about. Ayae!"

Tamaki's mother had red lips and thick eyelashes. On her ears were pearls. Nested under her arm
was a leather purse. I thought she looked like a celebrity.

I never guessed Tamaki had such a cool mom.

Tamaki entered the studio and ran to me in a hug. Following her was the sound of heels echoing in
the big room.

"Ayae!" Tamaki squealed, clapping together her hands. "What are the chances I see you here! How
was detention? Was it bad? Tell me all about it. You look so pretty right now! I love your hair!" [ was
taken aback. I swore a second earlier, she looked as if she would never speak to me again.

Tamaki introduced me to her mom. Her mother smiled like an actress on an interview. "Pleased to
meet you," she said. Even her voice sounded nice.



Tamaki and I chatted. I told her about my awful detention. I told her how the brat kept throwing
paper at me. Tamaki giggled when I showed her the look on the brat's face when I threw stuff back
full fire.

Then Tamaki's mom said they must leave.

"A few more minutes, mom?"

"No. You two can catch up later," Tamaki's mom said.
"Bye! See you tomorrow!" Tamaki said.

"See you!"

I bumped into someone on my way to the changing room.
"Sorry!" I said.

It was the Yuuhi girl. She had one of those ninja headbands and a gear bag over her shoulder. Her
hair was loose.

"No worries," she said.
I got to changing. Just as I finished, my dad came into the studio.
"Sweetie! How did it go? Sorry I'm late." He gasped for breath, his red faced and his glasses askew.

A hand fell on my shoulder. "She did exceptionally well. I hope she will continue lessons here," Ms.
Hyuuga said.

My dad nudged up his glasses. "Oh! Are you the instructor?"
Ms. Hyuuga smiled. "Yes, my name is Hyuuga Kagami." She held out a hand.

"Kenta, Uchiha Kenta" my dad said, shaking her hand. "It is great to meet my little girl's dance
teacher. You say she is doing well? Ah, I knew it. That's my pumpkin. Yup. Yes, you can definitely
count on her being here. Right, honey?"

I nodded.

"See? She's got her mom in her. And I am absolutely confident that you will provide the very best.
After all, you look like someone who's got a talent for dance, and you are very beautiful as well," he
said, still shaking her hand.

Ms. Hyuuga laughed. "I am flattered, Mr. Uchiha. May | have my hand back now?"
"Ah, yes, of course! Sorry!"
"Ayae here will fit in just fine," Ms. Hyuuga said. "And support from her parents will definitely help."

«Axaxa! BepHo!» cka3an mou otell. «<Ee mama Bcerga nomorasna Ae B 3TOM. f IpOCTO HOCHUJIa CYMKHU
CO BCeU OfleK[I0M, KOTOPYIO OHU KYIIUJIH!»

Onu rosopunu. Hy, rocroxka Xsiora rosopuia. Moit orer pacxoxotasucs. OHU TOBOPUIHN AOJITO- OJITO



CHayvasa OHY TOBOPHUIN 000 MHE XOPOILIKE BEIW, TaK YTO CO MHO# Bce ObII0 B mopsinke. Ho 3aTem
OHM TIEePEeLIN K TaKUM BelllaM, KakK «Thl To0uIls merbMeHu?» Tak 4To MHE CTaJio CKYYHO.

¢l Havan HEITH, HO MEHS MPOUTHOPHUPOBAIIH.
HaxoHell s BEITALIMI OTLI@ U3 KOMHATHI.

«H, mymar, yBuguMcs B clenyromuy pa3? HaBepHoe?» — cipocui oH, Beixofsd. OH fmepxkaics 3a
IBEPHOM KOCSK, TTOKa g TSHYJ ero. Moy HOTM CKOJIb3UJIH 110 YIHIlEe, KOTMa 5 IOJI0XKHUJIA ero PyKy cebe
Ha IIJ1e4o.

«J1o crenymoIero pa3a, MUCTep Yuuxar.

«IToka...» Moii oTell CIIOTKHYJICS 0 KapHU3 IBEPH U yIla IULOM BHU3. I ymapun ce0s mo nuiy. 9
nmopmoOparn ero. OTell moyecan 3aThIIOK, HEPBHO CMesich. "f B mopsake!"

"Iloka-mioka." Mucc Xpiora yCMexXHyJache.
Mgl yium.

Msue HPaBHUJIOCE T'YJIATE C OTIIOM. MHe He HPaBUJIOCE OTTACKHUBATL €r0 OT ABUZXKYIITUXCSA TEIIEXKEK U
KpH4aTh Ha HETr0 pa3rHEBaHHBIMU II€IIIeXO0daMHu. Y mero Onina TIIyIiad YJ'IBI6Ka.

"Tlanmouyka?"

‘[lamouka..."

« [TATTA !»

— A? Yto? [1a? OH BOBpeMS BEIPBAJICS K3 3TOTO MOJI0KEHUS, YTOOE He YAAPUTHCS O CTONO.

«ThI Begemnb ce0s1 CTpaHHO». ¢l 3ampaBuia eMy PyKaB, YTOOH OH He 3aMeTHJI flaMy C OOJIbIIoN
KOP3UHOM GpyKTOB. "TH CaylIaems?"

«O! ITpocTu, moporas. O#, TH YTO-TO CHeJlana CO CBOUMHU BOJIOCAMU ?»

4 cka3zain eMy, 4TO 3TO 3amsen Utauu.

«3ITO NPUATHO», CKa3ad OH. 3ateM: «CKaxH, pa3Be rocroxa Xbora He Muaas?»

¢l B3MOXHYT ¥ OTSIHYJ €ro 3a PYKY, YTOOB er0o He YOUIT KOT, KOTOPOMY TOJIKO YTO HACTYIIUIIK Ha
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