**['maBa 2**

"Het. Bbl He DOJIXKHEI YXOOUTH IPSAMO Ceryac, Tak Kak s elle He MoAnucaaa KOHTPakKT."

"...fl mpekpacHO NOHUMAM, YTO Y TOCIIOXKY HET HU MaJIeUIIero HaMepeHus KO MHe, JaXe Ha YPOBHE
MYpPaBbUHOTO I'J1a3ka."

PI/IXB.p,'E[ II10 IIPHUBEIYKE IIOIIBITAJICA y6paTb YEeJIKYy C JIMId, HO 3aCThII U B3541T KOHTPAKT B PYKH.

"¢1 XOPOIIIO MOHSIT YCIOBUSI KOHTPAKTA. £ pacCMOTPIO UX ¥ OTIIPABIII0 KOTO-TO, YTOOB COOOIIUTD BaM.
Petrennie 6ymeT IpUHSATO He TIO3[HEe YeM uepe3 TPU OHs."

"Tpu gHA — 3TO0 cnuwKoM poiro! Yro, ecnu 3a 3T0 BpeMs Ero BenuyecTBo 10puaudyeCcKy IPUBSIKET
MeHs K cebe?"

"Eciu 9TO CIIy4YUTCs, HUYEero He Mojeaens. "

Huuero He mogenaemnb? [Toxoxke, KapTHHA IEMOHA €T0 He TaK YK CUIIbHO HHTepecyeT?!

Hy ma. bes KAapPTHUHEI OHU CIIPABJIAJINCE OO CHUX IIOP, TaK YTO IIEPCIIEKTHBA 2KEHUTHCSA Ha MHE,
BEPOSATHO, €Tr0 HE OYEHb IIPUBJIEKAET.

'Ho Benp npenmoxenue JIrocuu OH MPUHST cpa3y xe!'

[Touemy xe Tax?

Puxapp Ov11 ouapoBal Jltocuelt ¢ mepsoro B3rnsaaa? Het. CHavarna oH Best ce6st JOBOIBHO
0e3pa3nuyHo. Tak B 4eM ke [eso?

'A, TouHO! OTO OBIJIO ITOCJIe TOTO UHITUEHTA, IIPexXe YeM MOosIBUIach Jlrocus.'

4 yneiOHyIach CaMOyBEPEHHO.

"HemaBHO Ha ceBepe ObIJI0 00HAPYKEHO CYIIEeCTBO, HallOMHUHAIIee KoTa, TapTap?"

Korpga s ymoMsHysa "cyiecTBo, HalloMUHaloIlee KoTa", Puxapn siBHO 3a0€CIIOKOUIICS.

Puxapp OB BEJTMKUM T'epIIOTOM CeBepa U MCKYCHBIM OOMIIOM, a ero CONpaThl ObuIH amuTol. Ho maxe
OHY OB 006€CTIOKOEHB UMEHHO 3TUM CYIIECTBOM, KOTOPOE BEHITJISIAENO KaK KOT.



HecMOTps Ha CBOIO MUITYI0 BHEIIHOCTD, 9TO OBIIIO UPE3BEIYAHHO CHUIbHOE CYIIECTBO, U faXke OHO U3
HUX MPEOCTABIISII0 GOJBINYI0 YTPO3Y.

4 yBepeHa, Puxapay uHTEpeCHO, KaK s y3Halla 0 TaKOM HHIKOEHTE, 0 KOTOPOM 3Ha/IH JIUIIb
HEeMHOTHE Ha CeBepe, He Tak Ju?

"CeMfyac 3TO CYIIECTBO CIIOKOMHO, HO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MeCSIIeB OHO MPOoObeT 000POHUTETBHYIO
JIMHUIO ¥ YCTPOUT XaoC Ha CeBepe. ITO 0YEeHb MOIIIHOE CYLIEeCTBO. Tak 4TO €CJIM BBl XOTUTE 3alIUTUTh
CBOHUX COJITAT, BaM IOHAA00STCSI MOY KaPTHUHEL."

"V Bac HeT BpeMeHHU Ha pa3gyMbs. 3a 9To BpeMs Ero BenuyecTBo cMoxkeT 3abpaTh MeHs K cebe, a
BalllX COJIJATHI TOTEPSIOT ITaHC mobeauTh TapTap. U uto Torma?"

Puxapp He mpou3sHecC HU CIIOBA.

BmecTo oTBeTa OH mofNKcal KOHTPAKT, KOTOPBIY JepKajl B PyKax.

"#l cKkopo OTIpaBIIo KOro-TO."

Cka3zas 3T0, OH yIIeJl.

bl CMOTpeIJIa, KaK OH YOaJIsieTCd, HEMHOI'O 3aAyMaBIIINCE, d 3aTeM IIOAIIKCalla CBO€ UMM I10[0 €T0
IMOAIINCHBIO.

Takum ob6pa3owMm, s ¥ Puxapp cTamu MyxKeM U KeHOH.

‘MamMa, S TOJIBKO UTO BHILIJIA 3aMyXK!'

CKOJIBKO TPYIHOCTEM S5 IIpeoposiena, YTOOk JOUTH OO 9TOr0 MOMEHTa.

IlaBaliTe HEMHOI'O BCIIOMHUM.
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[IpumepHO Tpu rofa Ha3am.



Korpa g BO3BpalilaaaCh OOMOM II0CIIe paGoqero OHS, BHE3aAITHO MeHs cOuIa MalllkHa, U S ymMepIa—

[IpOCHYBIIKCE, 51 YBUETA IIepel CO00H COBEPIIeHHO He3HAKOMOE 3PEJIHIIIE.

Toe a?'

'JT0 4TO, KAaKoe-TO 1oy?'

‘Al Tlouemy y MeHs Takoe nuio? ['masa ¢uonetossie!!!'

4 mpomina yepes3 Bce 0OBIYHbIE 3TAIIH II0KA, XapaKTePHBIE M7 TJIaBHLIX T€POXMHb B pOMaHax 0
IepeceeHUy Ay, ¥ IOCTENIeHHO IPUHSJA TOT QakT, 4To cTaja AupoBesnb Xydep, reporHerd poMaHa
<KoHTpaKTHHI! MyK HEMHOTO CTPAHHBIN >,

HpI/IJIy'MbIBaﬂ, 4YTO IIOTEPAIIa IaMATh, 1 MEOJIEHHO Ha4aJla aJallITUPOBATLECA K 3TOMY MHUDPY, IIOKa Ha
OOHOM M3 IIPHUEMOB KO MHE He IIOJ0IIe]I MyK4YHWHa.

"Bbl e CTBUTENIHHO KPACUBHL"

Kupap ge 3arxaxk.

9T10 OBLT caM uMIEepPaTop!

'Touno. 4 Benw Ovla oOpeyeHa Ha CMEPTh M3-3a 3TOT0 HEross.'

Kax eIl 4jeH UMIIePaTOPCKOro ABOPA MOIKEH IIPOXOAUTh PEeryaspHoe "Marudeckoe obciemnoBaHue" .

9T0 HyKHO, YTOOHI IPEJOTBPATHATh BO3MOXKHOE ITPOHUKHOBEHNE NEMOHOB UJIX UX TUOPUIOB,
3aMaCKHAPOBaHHBIX IO TIOOEH.

B opurvHansHOM poMaHe AWpPOBENb CTajla OOHOW M3 HAJIOXKHUL] UMIIepaTopa, ¥ BO BpeMs 3TOr0
Maruieckoro o6cienoBaHus BEISCHUIIOCH, YTO OHa — rubpup neMoHa. HUKTO He 3alIUTHUII €€ OT
CMEpPTH.

'KakuMm OBl THI HM OBbIJIa CYIIIECTBOM, 5 6ymy M00UTE TEOs.'

WmnepaTop, KOTOpHIi obetian AipoBesb 6€3yCIIOBHYIO 1I000Bb, TOXKE...

«ThI momKkHa OBITH O1arofjapHa 3a TO, YTO TaK HOJIT0 CKphIBajia CBOIO I'PSI3HYI0 KPOBb».



CeMmbs, KOTOpasi HACUIIBHO OTIIPaBUIIa AXPOBEIh BO IBOPEI], XOTSI OHA He X0Tejla CTAaHOBUTHCS
HAJIOXKHULIEH...

HuxkrTo.

«4l Tak MPUBLIKIIA K XXU3HU AUPOBEIb, YTO 3a0kiia 0 CBOEH Cyanhe».

Ecnu THI HE 3aMYyXKeEM, n3bexaThb BbI60p8. B Ka4eCTBE HaJIO2KHHUIIEI HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ho, K cyacThio, UMIIEpATOp II0Ka elre He BrIOpa MeHs!

3HAYUT, HYKHO CHle/iaTh Tak, YTOOLI OH IepemyMar.

«O1nuyHo. HykHO cHenaTh Tak, 4TOObI OH ITOJTHOCTBIO IIOTEPSI KO MHE UHTEPEC».

[TepBrIit cioco0 OBL...

«T10-10...»

[Tyckanue CIOHelU C TTIyIEIM BhIpaXkeHueM JIALa.

Llenb cocTosizia B TOM, YTOOB MMIIEPATOP IMOAyMal: «$ He MOTY OCTaBUTh TaKOe TJIyIIOoe U
HEeOIpPSITHOe CO3[aHKe B KaUeCTBE CBOEH HAJIOKHUIIBI».

«Ba-Ballle Bemu4eCTBO, IPOIIY IPoIIeHus. Mosi cecTpa C Tex Iop, KakK Tpu rofla Ha3afl moTepsiia
pa3yM, BefeT ce0s Tak...»

Moii cBopHbIM Gpat, FOHUYC, caM 3asgBuUJI, YTO I HEBMEHsS€eMa, ¥ 3TO OBIJI0 ITPeKpacHO!

«Taxk BOT B ueM geno...!!»

Ho BMecTO TOro 4TOOB OTBEPHYTHCS, KMIIEPATOP CMOTPEI Ha MEHS C ellle O0JIbIINM BOCXHUIIIEHUEM.

[ToHSB, 4YTO OH JIETKO MOXKET IIPEBPATHUTL 2KaAJIOCTh B J'IIOGOBB, S peliniia IPEKPATUTh CTPAHHEIE
BEIXOOKHU B BECTHU cebs HOpPMaJIbHO.

«TrI Ke elle He B3pocnasa? CTaHelllb MOeH Ha0XKHUIIEH, KOToa I0B3pPOCIeelh?»

Ho YK€ B TOT O€Hb 4 IMOJIy4YHnJIia IIPEeAnozKeHne 0T uMIIepaTopa.



Y100k pa30pBaTh IMOMOJIBKY, 4 O€jlajia BCAKHE GGSYMHLIG Bellly, TaKne KaK KOBHEIPAHKE B HOCY IIepen
HMMIIEPATOPOM UJIM HEOXKHUTAHHBIE TAHIIBI 6peI71K-,ucha, KOIr'Dla MEH{ IIPpUTIalllaJIi Ha TaHEell...

Ho BMecTO TOro 4TOOB OTBEPHYTHCS, UMIIEPATOP BIIOOISAICS B MeHS Bce OOJIbIIIE.

«Ecmu Tak moumeT manbllle, KaK TOIBKO S CTAHY B3POCJION, MHE MPUIAETCS BHIMTH 3aMyXK 3a
UMIIepaTopa.

Y Torma st mpupyMara APYTo¥H IJIaH.

JIrocusi, KaK ¥ s, Takxke OblTa BEIOpaHa MMIIEPAaTOPOM ¥ OKa3ajacCh Ha IPaHU Pa300/layeHus, YTO OHa
HAIIOJIOBUHY [EMOH.

«41 mpeIoXKy KOHTPaKTHLIM Opak repiory. B3aMeH s M03BOJII0 eMy HapuCOBaTh MO0 KapTUHY».

Jliocus 3Hasa, 4TO faXKe UMIIepPaTOp He MOXKeT 3abpaTh 4yKyio XKeHy, ¥ II09TOMY IIPeAJIoKUIIa
KOHTPaKTHEIN 6pak Puxapmy.

«Toxe BEIUIY 3aMyXK 3a APYrOro, Kak rjiiaBHas repouHs!»

qa peninuTeNIbHO IIPHUHAJIA 3TO PElIeHre, HO HUKTO He COTJIalllaJICAd Ha MO€ IIPEeNIOKEeHne.

Bce 6ostmuch BEI3BATh THEB HMIIEpPATOpa.

«MozxKeT, MHe HYKHO IIPeJJI0KUTh HApUCOBaTh MO0 KapTUHY, KaK 3To chelana JIfocus, 4ToOb OHU
He 0TKa3aJIuCh?»

Ho st 6BICTPO OTKa3anachk OT 3TOM HUIEH.

CYH.IeCTByeT PHCK, 9TO OAPyrasd CTOPOHA MOZKET BEIDATh MEH{, KaK IIOJIYKPOBKY HE€MOHA.

ToT, KTO BBIZACT [IeMOHA UM ero MOTOMKa, Oy/eT Ipu3HaH repoeM U IOJyUYUT TUTYII Treplora u
OTPOMHYIO Harpapmy.

XoTs1 Mou KapTHHEL MOT'YT IPMHECTHU HeMaJlble NeHbIr'i, OHW HEe YHCTHL.

qume KUTb T€POEM U IIOJIy49aTh BO3HArPaXKaeHne 3a YECTHRIE ITIOCTYIIKH, Y€M CKPEIBATH CBOIO
CYUIHOCTB U 3apa6aTBIBaTb OEHBI'M Ha KapPTHHaX.

«MHe HYZKEH KTO-TO, KTO HE 3aMHTEPECOBAH B TUTYJI€ U BO3HArpaxXmneHnu U KTO OEeVCTBUTEBHO



HYXKIOaeTCd B MOUX KaPTHUHAX>.

Takol 4esoBek, 0 MOMM JAHHBIM, CYLIECTBYET TOJIBKO OfUH.

Benukuii nupep Cesepa, Puxapn 9pecTaiid, KOTOPHIHM €XXeIHEBHO cpaXxaeTcsl ¢ TapTapoM.

Teneps s moHUMal0, moueMy JItocus BeIOpasia ero mjisi KOHTPaKTHOTo Gpakxa.

4 He xoTesa mpemnaraTh Opak Puxapmy, 3Has, YTO €ro KeHa yXKe ompeaeseHa.

Ho gToG6HI BBIZKWTH, MHE HY2KHO OBLIO BPEMEHHO 3aHATE MECTO €Tr0 2KEHHEI.

«Y MeHs HeT BrIOOpa. MHe HYKHO IIPEJIoXKUTh KOHTPAKTHLINM Opak Puxapmy».

OpHako, HECMOTPS Ha MOe pellleHue, S He MOTJIa IPeAJIoXUTh Opak Puxapay B TeueHHUE TPeX JIeT.

A He morna BCTPETUTHCSA C HUM HUJIK OTIIPABUTH ITMCHEMO.

Ha CeBepe Tpu roga mompsig OyuieBany CUIbHEIE METENH, B OT/IMYKE OT 60Jjiee MSATKOT0 KIMMaTa Ha
KOre.

Tony6u ymupanu 0T 0OMOpPOXKEHUS UK TOMafiany B METeNlb Ha CBOEM ITyTH.

Y MeHst He OBITIO BO3MOXKHOCTH J0OPAaTHCS Ty[a Ha KapeTe.

U g xpana TPpU rofda, rMMOKa MeTeJIb YTUXHET U Puxap,'u; CHOBaA CTYIINUT Ha I0KHEIE 3EMIIN.

«T'epuor, 51 AiipoBenb Xydep u3 popa repuora Xydepa. Mory iu g 3aHSITh HEMHOTO BaIllero
BpEMEHU?»

Y HakoHeI 9 cMOTJla OPraHu30BaTh BCTpeuy ¢ Puxapmom...

Tak s HaKOHEIl CMOTJIa 3aK/II0YUTh 3TOT KOHTPAaKT.
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Mecrto, roe Puxapn u s pasroBapuBaiy, ObIJI0 BpEMEHHBIM 3aJI0M [J151 IePErOBOPOB, YCTPOEHHBIM B
3arsie [JIsg IPUEMOB.



Korma s BepHYyach B OCHOBHOM 3aJI, Ha MOEM ITyTH BCTaJl MOM CBOOHBIM Opat FOHUMYyC.

— YrTo0 THI fenana ¢ reploroM pecTauHoM? — CIIPOCHUI OH, W S OTBETHUJIA CIIOKOMHEIM I'OJIOCOM, KaK
OynTo Ha3bBasla MeHIO Ha o0en:

— Berimia 3aMyx.

— Briniia 3aMyk? — IepecIpoCcuI OH, He Cpa3y ITOHSB MOU CJIOBa.

— [la, 51 3aK0YmIa Opak c TeproroM JpecTaiHOM.

— YT0 3a yywb TH Hecellb? Kak TH MOTjIa BEIUTH 3aMyX 3a repiora dpecTraiiHa?

CerogHs OBLI HepBbeI OEeHb TOP2KECTBEHHOI'O IIpPMEMa B YECTE OHS POXKOEHUA KUMIIePaTopa. B stot
JEHb C06paJ'II/ICb CaMEbI€ BaKHEBIE JIIOJHU CO BCEX KOHIIOB UMIIEPHUH.

JZ[a}Ke B 9TOM IIYM€ U MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX PA3r0oBOPaAX, YHACTHUKH CBETCKOT'O 06H.IeCTBa He IIPOITYCTHUIIA
HOBOCTE O <<6paKe>> C U3BECTHHIM I'ePIOoroM PI/IxapJIOM.

— l'oBopsAT, repuor SpecTaiiH XKeHUJICSA Ha fo4yepu repuora Xydepa.

— He MmoxeT OBITE. HaBepHoe, MJIafIIg repoor ImMpoCTO HeIIPABUIIBHO ITOHMAI.

— Ho Bepnp repuor 9pecTaitH 0eNCTBUTEIBHO TOJIBKO YTO BHIIIEN U3 3a/ia IEPErOBOPOB HaeuHe C
mouepbio repuora Xydepa.

— HaBepHoe, 0Ha, KaK ¥ OpyTHe OaMHl, IPOCTO ITPU3HAIACh €My B JTIF00BH U MOJTIyYHIIa OTKa3.

— O, OemHAXKKA.

Korpa mywMm cran 3aTuxath, A yKe IIpeBpaTUiach B 04YepenHyIo AeBYIIKY, KOTOPOX OTKa3aJjl replor
Puxapgm.

— ITa 6pocs, mepecTaHb HECTHU YyIIb. THl IPOCTO He XOUelllb MPU3HATHCS, YTO Tebe OTKa3anu, Ja? —
HOHuMyc ToKe mpuIlen K 9TOMy BEIBOTY.

KoneuHo, TpuHATH QaKT 3aKI04eHHOro Opaka 3a 10 MUHYT TPYOHO KOMY YTOMHO.

— He xouenurs BepuTh — He BepPh, — OTBETUIIA 5.



— TwI Hecelb YyIITh ¥3-3a CBOEH IPsSI3HOM KPoBU? AX Ma, TH Be[b U CaMa He 3Haelllb, TBOSI MaTh
Opocuna Tebsi, — mpourenTtan FOHUYC, TPUTBOPSSCH JIACKOBHIM, OOHMMAsI MEHS 3a IIJIeYH.

FOuuyc u ocTanbHas CeMbs 3HAM, YTO 5 HAOJIOBHUHY OeMOH. HO OHU CKpBIBaIM 3TO HE TIOTOMY, YTO
00U MeHs KaK POOHYIO.

— TrI paccka3sasa repiory JpecTaiiHy 0 CBOeU I'psa3HOM KpoBu? X0TS HET, T, HABEPHOE, JOCTaTOYHO
yMHa, 4TOOH He fienaTh 3Toro. 3BUHU.

— Tebe 06upHO? TBOSI TOPIOCTD 3afeTa? MoKeIb MonIakKaTh, HUYEro CTPAIIHOr0. ITOT OpaT roToB
BCe CTepHeThb, AUPOBETD.

Mosi ceMbst BCETO U XOTeJIa COXPAHUTh YECTh POOa ¥ MOM «CJie3bl». MOu cie3bl, 6yaydu
TIOJTyKPOBKO¥ IEMOHA, TIPeBPAIlaIiCh B PO30BEIE MaTHYECKHUEe KaMHHU, KOTOPHIE B HEIHEIITHNe
BpeMeHa ObIIi 0YEHB IIEHHBIMHY.

OHM IIOCTOSSHHO IIBITANINCh 3aCTABUTh MEHS IJIaKaTh U YI'POZXKaJId BEIDATh MEHM, €CJIN 1 He GYJIY 3TO
JeJlaThb.

— 9T0... 3TO NIpaBaa?

B 3TOT MOMEHT Cpeny I0fel BO3HUK IEPEIOOX.

B 1mieHTpe 3TOro mepenoioxa ObUT PUxaph, KOTOPHIN BHITJISAEN TakK, CIOBHO €TI0 BCE 3TO YTOMHUIIO.

Korpa 51 oco3nana ero IIPpUCYTCTBHUE, IITIYM 3daTHX, U €TI0 CJIOBA CTaJIM YETKO CJIBIITHEI:

— Ila. §1 meiCTBUTENIBHO TONBKO YTO 3aK/II0OYKI Opak ¢ Mouephio Tepiora Xydepa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MHO2KECTBO B3TIISIOB YCTPEMUIINCE Ha MEHA.

— AprOBeJIL, YTO 9TO BCE 3HAYUT? — OIOHHM M3 3THUX B3I'JIAO0B OBIT B3rjidng KMIIepaTopa.
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