[TpocHYBIIMCH, YTPOM, OH BCTaJl, 3allpaBujl KPOBATh, YMBIJICS U BHIIIE U3 KOMHATH U €ro cpa3y
BCTPETHUJI CTAPUK, IOYTUTEJIBHO CKa3aB. Ero 3Banu [1:KoH YoJiKep, ero cuia HaxOgusaach B 3eMHOM
paHre 6 ypoBHS U 3 IOAYPOBHS.

"Bbl IPOCHYNMUCH, KaK MHE o0paraThcs K BaM? Coysl HEMHOTO ITOfyMan U ckasas. "MoxKelb 3BaTh
MeHs n1pocTto Coyi, a Bac?" 3aTeM CTapuK KUBHYJI U OTBETUII.

"Tociogun Coyi, 3TOro cTapuka 30ByT [IKOH YonKep, MeHs rocIioxa I0Ipocuia COIIPoBOXaaTh Bac,
OHH YLIUIM y4aCTBOBATh B OTOOPHBEIX COPEBHOBAHUAX, HAa UMIIEPCKOM IJIOMIANX, BBl XOTUTE TyAa
noTu?" Coyn NUIIL IOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM M cKa3asl. "MHe HykKHO moecTb." OH OBIJT 0UeHb I'0JIOfIeH.

"AX, ma, IPOCTUTE 3TOT0 CTApuKa, B OTEJIEe eCTh 3aMedaTesIbHbIM PeCcTOpaH, IpUuHaaieXkuT ceMbe Kyk,
HO OCHOBAaTeJIb KJlaHa, YJieH opraHu3anuu "['ypman". M TyT 0H IOCMOTpe Ha Hero, 0Xupgas ero
peakiiuu, HO HU4Yero He IIPOU30IIIIIO0, ero JIUI0 ObIJI0 aOCOMIOTHO CIIOKOMHBIM, HO B TJIa3aX MOXKHO
OBLII0 YBUIIETh YOMMCTBEHHOE HaMepeHHe, YTO HEMHOI'0 UCITyTaJl0 CTapuKa.

KuBHYB rosoBoii oH cka3as. "X0opoIlo, BefuTe MeHs TyAa, I X04y moecTsh." CTapuk Mojida [omes, HO
BOpPYT ero CoyJ CIPOCHII.

"A Kak 30ByT TBOIO rocrnoxy? OHa faxe He IpefcraBuiack." CTapuKk HEMHOTO IoKoiebancs u
OTBETHUJL

"Moro rocnoxy 30ByT KapeH Yonkep." Y 3aTeM OH IOCMOTpETT Ha HETO, YBUALEB, UTO €0 JIALO ONATh
HUKaK He U3MEHUJIOCh, OH JIUIb B3[OXHYJ U [OIIeN fanblie. [[ouas 0o pecTopaHa, OH YBULEN
HaJIXCh, pecTopal ceMbu Kyk. Boifsi, uX BCTpeTUI MOJIONOM OPUIIMAHT, HO BCTpeTus ero, Coyna
OynTo MOIHUS yoapuia, ero rial3a 3aropesiich, 0OCTPOe XKeJlaHue IOTJIOTUTh ero AYIIY y HeTo
BO3HUKIIO, €T0 3Baly HECKOJIBKO Pa3, HO OH He pearupoBal U ero B3TJIA[ HAIOIHSAJICS XeJIaHUEM.
3ateM [12K0H mOBBICUI CBOU ronoc. "T'ocnopgun Coym!" U TyT OH pe3KO BHIIIENT U3 CBOETO COCTOSHUS U
TIOIIEeNI B cJief] 3a 0(pULIMaHTOM, KOTOPHIM OYeHb 3aHepPBHUYAJI, KOTAa YBUIE B3TJISA 3TOTO MOJIOLOTO
MaJIb4yuKa, OH nogymai. "BidaTh, Kak MHe II0BE3JI10, BCTPETUJICS C U3BPAllleHHBIM MOJIOIbIM
TOCIIOOWHOM, Hafeloch, YTO OH He U3 TakuX...." OH Bce ellle HabmIonan 3a HUM.

"TloxkamyiicTa, IpuUcaxKuBalTeCh, MeHs 3BaTh, KeH, Be OymeTe meniaTh 3aKa3 Cpasy UiIu Mo3xke?A
€CJI¥ BBl y HaC MEPBBIY pa3, TO MOTY IIOCOBETOBATh..." TYT OH IIOCAAUI UX 3a CTOJI U BCEe PaBHO
IIOYTHUTEJIbHO TOBOPUII, He cMesi CMOTPeTh Ha CoyJla ¥ CTapuK ToXkKe OBbIJT HEMHOTO CMYIIIEH eT0
IIOBeJleHUEM U OyMaJl, UTO OH U3 TaKuX...ChoenaB 3aka3, Coys Hadajl CMOTPETh II0 CTOPOHAM U YBUIEN
HECKOJIbKO TaKUX Ke U Hadasl gyMaTs. "[logyemy TOnbKO OHU?YUTO B HUX TaKOr0o?" [IpuCMOTPEBIINUCH
oH moHsn. "Onu cMmepTHbie! TouHo, omuOKy OBITH He MoxKeT." Korga cTapuk cuenasn CBOM 3aKas,
O(UIMaHT pelus cpa3y &Ke YUTH, He CMes 3a0epXKUBAThCS, HO TYT €r0 OCTaHOBUII TOJI0C.
"O¢dunuanT, Bl CMepTHHIN?" [TapeHb Havasl pyraThCs Mpo cebs U 0T TeK C ero jiba, Korma OH KUBHYII
TOJIOBOM. YBUfEB ero TakuM, COyJI JIUIIL PAaCCMESJICS, 3aTeM OH IIPOCTO MaxHYJI PyKOu, TOBOPS,
YXOOH.

"Tak BOT OHO 4TO, HO MHe Opyrue OyILIu He Ka3aluch TaKUMU BKycHBIMU? Korma s Obin B ceMbe [0y,
TO HE YyBCTBOBAJI 3TOT'0, XOTA 4 HE BUOEII OPYTUX CMEPTHEIX, HO MO OYyIIa GBIJ'Ia I.IGJIOIZ, XMM...MOXKeT
3TO IIOTOMY UTO s IOBpenun ero? Het, st Ok Torma omyIan ¥ "BKyC" 3TOTO CTapyKa, XOTh 5 ¥ BUIEN
€ro OyIly, HO 0YeHb Pa3MBITO, HO He OLlyIas ero Bkyca. [Touemy?" Korga Coyn gymai, ¢ HUM
3aroBOPUJI CTApUK, HEMHOI'0 HepBHUYad. "OM, rocrnogusd CoyJli, BaC 3aMHTEPECOBAJI 3TOT MOJIOAOU
yenoBek? Ero B3rmsapg Obl1 cTpaHHBIM. Korya oH MOHSI HaMeK 3TOro cTapuka [[2K0Ha, TO Ccpa3y Xke
IIOMpayHesl ¥ cKa3aj. "fd He U3 TaKuX, IPOCTO S YBU[ENI HEYTO 0COOEHHOe B 3TOM HeJIOBEKe U BCe,
MeHs OH He uHTepecyeT." CTapuk HEMHOTO CMYTHUJICS ¥ U3BUHUIICS.



OHuU Toenu U MO NPOTYIUBaTLCSA 110 KMIIEPCKOMY TOPOAY, OH 4yBCTBOBa ceds Bce Gomee
TOJIOOHBEIM U XOTeJl HAOPOCUTLCS ¥ CheCTh UX. "MOXKET UTO-TO OTpaHUYKUBAET MeHs B 3ToM?"OH
BHUMaTEJIbHO OCMOTPEII CBOE TEeJI0, CUJION OYIIU U He yBULesI HuYero. "Torga 4em OTIudarTCs
CMepTHBIE OT Ky/JIbTUBaTOPOB?" CKa3as OH B CIyX. [[2KOH HEMHOI'0 YOUBUJICA U paccMessics. "OHU XKe
CMepTHEIE, Y HUX He crioco0a KyJIbTUBUPOBATh, TOUHEe HET XKU3HEHHOM CHUJIBI, Apa CUJIbl UITN
NaHbTSHB, ¥ BCEX II0 pa3HOMY, HO 00lllee Ha3BaHUe, SAPO CUJIEL, a 0e3 Hero He ObIBAeT U AyXa, XOTS U
ObIBaNIM TakKue JIIOOU, Y KOTOPHIX He OBIIO0 Ayxa, HO OHU ObUH 04YeHb cnabbiMu." U TyT Coyn mOHSAN
KO€-4TO0, HO He ObLJT yBepeH.

"Ecnu y MeHs He Oy[eT sigpa CHUJibl, TO 4TO 6ygeT?MoXKeT 3TO U eCTh OTPaHUYEHUE UITH 3TO
3alyiaeT ux aymu?" 3aTeM OH CIIPOCHUI Y CTapyKa. "A Kak I10 TBOeMY CBS3aHEBI Aylla U SOpPO CUJIBI?"
HemHoro nogymas, cTapuk cka3sai. "Kak MHe U3BECTHO, AP0 CUJIbI 3allUINAeT OYILLY U €CIIU er0
pa3pylInTh, TO TBOS Aylla OymeT B 0UeHb YI3BUMOM COCTOSIHUU U €e MOXKHO JIeTKO pa3pyLIuTh, HO 5
TaK JKe CJIBIIIaJ, YTO eCTh KyJIbTUBATOPEL AYIIH, HO YTOOH ee KyJIbTUBUPOBATh, HYKHO U SAPO CHUJIHI,
0e3 3TOr0 HUKAK, a Kak Bl cunTaeTe?" Ho MaIbyuK He OTBETUII U IPONOIKUI AyMaTh. "MHTepecHo,
a ecqiy y MeHs1 He ObL10 Obl, 3TOTO SIAPa CUJIBI, TO 51 OBl CMOT CHSITh 3TO OTPaHUYEHUE UK OBI O,
IIPOCTO CTas OBl CMEPTHEIM? OX, BCe XKe He OyIeM 3TO IPOBEPSTh, CIIUIIKOM OIaCHO, HO MHE HYXKHO
HaWTH, KOro-HUOYIb, MO T'0OJIOC CTAHOBUTCS BCE CUJIbHEE U CUJIbHEE, PAHBbIIe 5 He OIIyIa
TAKOTO...HO MOs [yIlla HUKOI7a He Oblna moBpexkeHa."

HeMHOTr0 0CMOTPEB HEKOTOphIE MeCTa, OHM HaIlpaBUIMCh HAa UMIIEPCKYIO IIJIOMAAKY, I'ie ObII0 0UeHb
MHOTO Hapopny, 3To OBIJT 0TOOpP B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO I'BApAUIO, ITie IPUHUMAIK y4acTtue fgetu oT 10 o
20 neT, B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT UX TajlaHTa, UX OTIPABIIANM B pa3HbIe IOAPa3fesieH!s, Ha 9TOM
WCIBITAHNY MPUCYTCTBOBAJIX BBICIINE YUHBI, U Cy[ljia 9TO HeaBHO B30IIelllas UMIepaTpulia, TsIHb
CrouH, m03TOMY OBIJIO TAK MHOTO HApOAY, KOT'Ma 5 TeJIeOPTUPOBACsS ciofa....FiMmepaTopckas ceMbst
CJIaBUJIACh CBOEH CIIPaBEIIMBOCTHIO, OHH 3aIMINAIN HeBUHHEIX, a TaK XKe 00POJIUCh IPOTUB
HACTOSIIUX MOHCTPOB, TOUHEe WX MOXKHO ObI7I0 ObI Ha3BaTh "HEUTO" HA TPaHHUIle 3€MHOTO

Mupa... Terepb 3TOT UMIIEPATOPCKUY TOPOA MOXKHO OBIZIO Ha3kIBaTh B €€ YeCTh, KaK/Ibli
MMIIePaTOPCKUY TOPOM Ha3bIBa/lCAd B YECTh IIPaBUTEs, OH BCErfa MeHSICS.

Bckope g ysumen Coduto u ee Math, KapeH, oHa Habsiofasna 3a CBOel fo4Yephio, Kak 0OHa 3abupasach
110 JIeCTHUIlE, Ha Hel Obirio 100 cTymeHek.

"3mpaBCTBYHTE, I0HBIN rocrofuH." 2KeHIHa TOBEPHYJIach ¥ CKa3asla C YIBIOKOH.

"TIpuBeTcTBYIO, rocrnoxy Kapen." OH Toxke yIBIOHYJCS €l B OTBET, a [I;KOH OUYTUTENTbHO KUBHYJI e
roJIOBOM. 3aTeM OHa Ipopomkuia. "CKopo 3aKOHYATCS OTOOPHL U g AyMalo, YTO ee IPUMYT B
MMIIepaTopPCKyIo reapauio.” OHa cka3aja 3TO C TOPHAOCTHIO U KOI'fla ee [04b 3alula Ha 70 CTyNHIo, TO
TOJIIIa Cpa3y Xe 3alllyMeia, a ee ylb0Ka cTala elle spye.

"CMmotpurte, oHa 1-ou gocturmna 70-ou ctynHu!" KTO-TO KDUKHYII B TOJIIIE.

"ITa-ga, TOBOPSIT, YTO TOJIBKO Te, KTO CMOT AOUTH A0 80-01 MOTYT CTaTh UMIIEPCKUMHU PHILIAPSMU U
Cpenu HUX HUKTO Jaxe He goctur, 60 crynHu! MHTEpECHO, CMOXET N1 OHa JOCTUTHYTh 80 CcTynmHuU?"
Cka3zas napeHsb psgoM C HUM.

"9TO0 He TaK IIPOCTO, TOBOPAT, YTO PHILIAPU 0YEHB PEOKO MOSBISIIOTCS, HO BO3MOXKHO, YTO OHa CMOXKET
3TO cOenath." C BocxullleHueM CKa3aJl, KTO-TO.

Coyn HavaJ MPUIIOMUHATE 00 3TOM, [IeHCTBUTEIILHO, PHIIIAPEM CTATh OBIJIO 0YEHb CJI0KHO, KOT/Ia ThI
CTAQHOBUJICSI UM, ThI MOT OBI IIOJTYYUTh OTHEIBbHYIO0 3eMJII0, IMYHBIE BOMCKA U OH MOT BHIOpATh Kyaa
eMy TIOUTH, MO0 CITyKUTh Ha TPaHUIle 3eMHOTO MUPa, T100 OUTH B KapaTeIbHBIN



oTpsn...KapaTenbHbIN OTPSO YHAYTOXKAJ BparoB UMIIEPHUH, HEBEPOSTHO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX CYILECTB,
KOTOPHBIE HapyIIHIK 3aKoH. 30-as1 CTymeHb Oblna Iy OXPAHHUKOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbH, 60-as
CTYIIEH [JIs BOMHOB 107 KOMaHO0oBaHUEM prillapel, a 100-ag g reHepasnos, UM He TOJIBKO JaBaiu
3eMJII0, HO pa3pelllajay BOUTH B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CeMbI0. B 3TOM TecTe oLieHHUBAJICS Cpa3y TajlaHT,
BOJISI ¥ "CIIpaBedJINBOCTR", KaXkas CTylleHb UMeJla CIelialbHyo (popMalirio, KoTopas OTIpaBisiia
TBOE CO3HaHWe Ha pa3Hble CUTYallu! UJIM B OTAEIbHBIE MUPHI, ITle TpoBepsiia Te6si, 00MaHyTh 9TO
HUKaK HeJb3s OBIJI0, IOTOMY UTO UMIIEPATOPCKas CEMbS He [OMyCTUIa OBl TeX, KTO XOTeJI HaBPEIUTh
el UJU ee rpaxkgaHaM.

"CMOTpUTE, OHA NTOgHUMaeTCs Bhille! 71-ag cTyneHs."
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