Avina mpuina B ce6st u 06HApPYXKHIa YTO HAXOMUTCS B IIOJTHOM TeMHOTE. Kakoe-To BpeMs OHa ITPOCTO
nexarsa, a Korfa Ijla3a IPUBHIKIN K TEMHOTE, CMOTJIa pa3riiafieTh KaMeHHbIH [T0TOIOK. Beé emé
TII0JIyCOHHAs [[eBOUYKa IIOHAJIa, YTO He Y3HAET 3TO MECTO U He IIOMHHUT, KakK ciofia rnonana. OT aTou
MEICI OHA MOMEHTAJIbHO ITPOCHYJIACh.

B 3TOT ke MOMEHT BCIIOMHUB, UTO ITPOX30IIIO MIPSIMO IIepel TeM, Kak OHa IOTepsija CO3HAHUE.
[TogckouMB Ha HOTH, OHa O0OHAPYXKuja, YTO BCSI KOMHATa Obljla KaMeHHOM. CTOUIIO B3TJISHYTh
HAIIpPaBo, KaK IMOHsJIa, YTO 3TO He IIPOCTO KaMeHHasi KOMHaTa. TaM Obljla, HECOMHEHHO, Keje3Has
peIeTKa.

- 9T0 4TO, TIOpEMa?

- IToxoxke Ha TO.

OHa yguBNIEéHHO 00epHYIach, HEOXKHUIAHHO ITOJTyYWB OTBET HA CBOM BOIPOC. AHA IMPOKO OTKPHIIa
r71a3a OT yOUBJIEHUS.

- JIuua?!

- la. ToGpoe yTpo, AliHa.

- O-ma, mo6... Kakoe xke oHO mobpoe?!

B mamMsTH BCIbIa KapTUHA, 4To JIMHY 0TOpocumno oT yoapa. OHa cKopee BHITIISIAENa YMUPAOIIEH,
HEeXKeJM TepSIoIlel cCo3HaHue, HO... HacKoIbKO MoTria cynuTh AfiHa, BUOUMEIX TPaBM Y JIMHH He
OLLIO.

KoneuHo, AitHa He Morya yOemUThCS B COCTOSTHUY JIMHBI IIPU TAaKOM TYCKJIOM OCBeLIeHHH. TaK 4To
OHa 0071eTYeHHO B3[OXHYJIa, TIOTOMY 4TO OHU 00e Oblnu Ienbl. [0 KpaliHeit Mepe, IT0Ka 4To.

- 4 paga. Twl B mopsigke?

- Hy, 3aBUCHUT OT TOTr'0, YTO THl UMeEELIb B BUAY. f II0Ka 4TO XKUBa. TeM He MeHee, He COBCEM
IIOHKMAIO0 3a4eM Hac Cciofia JoctaBuiu. [locmenHee, 4TO MOMHIO, 3TO KaK KTO-TO YOApPWUJI MEHS U 5
II0Tepsijia CO3HaHKe, He YCIIeB MTOTHOCThI0 OTOUTH yaap. [1oaToMy g myMaio, 4TO Hac CIelranbHO
3axBaTuau. AiHa, Tebe HUUEro He U3BEeCTHO?

- Ox. - OHa BcmoMHMJIa cj10Ba AnbbepTa. DTOro KejaaeT KOPojb IEMOHOB... E€ oTelr.

Ecnu ImogyMartk... HecoMHEHHO, 3T0 OBITIO noxuirenue... Ho ona IIPOCTO HE MOT'JIa B 3TO IIOBEPHUTH. On
He MOT TaK IIOCTYIIUTh. Ho kak ona morna YTBEPXKOATE 3TO B TAKOM TIOJIOKEHUN? HpOJIOJ'I}KaH
Pa3MBIIIIATE, J€BOYKa Hallllla 00BsICHEHHE. IIa, aTo 00BSICHSIJIO HEIHEIITHIOH CUTYyallHIo. On mor



JKeJaTh 9Toro. Hampumep, eciu XoTes BepHyTh AliHy noMoii. OH OBl HH 3a YTO He OTJaJl IpHKa3a
BEPHYTh €€ HACHUIIbHO, HO eCJi ATThOePT MHTEPIPETUPOBAl €T0 M0-CBOEMY...

AfiHa criblliana, 4To HeOecHEIe TeMOHUYECKHe TeHepastbl OB He TOJIBKO MOTYIIeCTBeHHHIMHU, HO
BEPHBEIMM KOPOJIIO IeMOHOB. Takxke OHa IIOHKHMaJa, YTO IS IOIyYeHus: 3TOT0 TUTY/Ia TpeboBamach
PEeKOMeH[alus He MeHee, YeM OT IBeHAAIaTH apUCTOKPATOB... Tak YTO OHU HE MOTJIM CTATh BparaMu
13-3a WX IPeIaHHOCTH, TpaBaa? HecMoTpst Ha 3TO...

- Antra? YTo Clny4unocs?

- Ax, Huuero. Kaxercs, g1 3Ha0 IPUYUHY IIPOUIOIIEIIIETO.

- IIpaBga?

Ha MrHoBeHue OHa mmogyMaJsa, He 0OMaHYTh JIM €€, HO He cTaja. JIuHa yKe 3Haja, 4To AliHa Obla
neMmoHoM. KoHeuHO, OHa He 3Hana mofpobHOCTeH, HO... HeT, ogHOTO 3TOT0 y2Ke OblsIo jocTaTouHo. Ho
OTISITH K€, OTHOoIIeHue JIMHEI K AHE COBCEM He U3MEHUJIOCh. 3HA4UT, JIMHa NMpUHSIa €€, Jaxe 3Has
npaBny. AiiHa coOMpasiack OTpULIaTh 3TO, HO M3-3a UCIIyTa He MOrJjia 9TOro chesaTh. K ToMy ke, oHa
00JIbllle HE XOTeJa 3TO CKPHIBaTh. I109TOMY...

- Yrto? Tel 0OYBb KOPOJISA AEMOHOB? - YIUBJIEHHO BCKPUKHYJIa JIMHa, Korga AliHa paccka3saja eu o
CBOEM IIPOUCXOKIEHUHU U TIPEAIOI0KEHUSIX 110 TIOBOAY IIPOUCXOMSINETO.

OT0 OBIJIO €CTECTBEHHO, HO... B €€ ronoce coBepIeHHO He ObII0 HEHABUCTU. ITO OBIIO HACTOSIIEE
yousnenue. [Tocne atoro JInHa KuBHYIA, KaK OyATO €€ 9TO yCTPauBaJlo.

- Ax... flcHo. Ecnu 3To0 Tak, gymar, £ MOry noHsats. Ho...

- Ho?

- 4 He mOHKMMAIO0, 3a4eM HOHaI[O6I/IHOCB IIPUBOOUTE CIOa U MEHS.

- Ax... Ia.

Temneps rnaBHBIM BOIpocoM Orvlta JInHa. As6epT CKa3ajl, YTO OHA CTAHET XXKEePTBOM. AliHa TaKXke
BCIIOMHMUJIA, YTO OH TOBOPHUJ O «HEOXUIAHHOM ynadye». Ho 910 HUYero He 00bsicHs10. Koposnb Ol He
XOTEJI 9TOT0 U BPSA U OBl JOTIYCTUII.

Bo3MoxkHO, ecnu Ob1 JIMHEL TaM He 0Ka3ajloch, Ab0epT yBen Obl AiHY 00MaHOM, HO... TeKyuas
CUTYallus He pacliojiarajia K pa3MbIIUIEHUIM O TpUuYrHax. Hackonbko moHuMarna AiHa, Anb0epT
4TO-TO 3aMBIIIIAN?.. HeT, HO 9T0 OBLI0... Celiuac He caMoe NOAXofslee BpeMs g 6eCIIOKONUCTBa 00
3TOM.



- 3TO HEMHOTO 3aTPYAHUTEJIBHO, HO II03BOJIBTE MHE OTBETUTH Ha BOIIPOC.

AtiHa rafiana, KOrha e OH IOSBUTCS, U, 00€pHYBIIKUCH, YBUAEea ATbOepTa C Apyroi CTOPOHEI
peméTky. Ha HEM Oblla Y€pHas MaHTUS, KOTOpas BPS[ JIX OT/IMYajach OT TOM, KOTOpyio AiiHa
BHIEeJIa paHbllle, HO TOCKOJIBKY OH CTOSII B TEMHOTE, HEYTO MpayHOe 0TpaXKaoch B e€ ria3ax. OHa
HEBOJIbHO CTJIOTHYIA.

- IIpo1ge roBops, BEl CKaXKeTe IPUYUHY, 110 KOTOPOU IIPUBEJIA MEHS Clofia, BepHO? - CKa3ana JIuHa,
XOTh ¥ HEPEIINUTeNbHO. Ab0epT YyBepeHHO KUBHYIIL.

- Kak 6b1 TO HU OBIIO0, myMaio, Bel cka3anu npaBay, ga? Hac mpuHeCyT B KepTBY.

- He moxerT... He MoxeT ObITh. Mo#i OTel] 3TOro He HomycTUT!.. - PenekTopHO BEIKPUKHYIa AliHa
nocjie cioB JIUHH, HO BhlpaxkeHue nauila Anbbepra He n3MeHnn10ch. OH HaKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY, OyATO He
ITOHMMas, YTO OHU TOBOPSIT.

- Ha? IlpuHuecca, 4yTo Bel roBopute? AX, He OTBedauTe, 5 MOHAJ. Tak BOT 4TO Brl uMenu B BUAY?

OmHako, OH cpasy ke KUBHYI, Kak 6yaro yoexmas ce0si, HO, KOHEUHO, IeBYIIKY He TOHSIH, YTO OH
umen B BUny. OHM HEMHOT'0 OpoxKanu, 6ynyuu COMTEIMU C TOJIKY €ro IoBefleHneM - Alb0epT
yneibasncsi. TouHee cka3aTh, HacMexascs. Ero yneiOka, 0OUeBUOHO, BHICMENUBAa UX.

- Boxe moi, naxe Brl, [Tpunnecca? [Tpo6GiemMa B TOM, 4YTO Bl He Tak MOHSIN.

- YTO TH MMeelIs B BUAY?

- Pa3Be Brl He 3ameTunu? Mu OyMaeM, 4TO OH He JOCTOUH OBITH KOpoJjieM 0eMOHOB.

- Yro? - AiiHa He IOHKMaJlla, 0 YEM OH TOBOPUI. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO COBEPIIIEHHO...

- M&I He TpU3HAEM ero KOpojaéM OeMOHOB. [I715 Hac MOXKeT OBITh TOJIBKO OJHUH KOPOb. Kak B
IIPOLITIOM, TaK U ceryac. XOTs Jaxe cpenu HeOeCHBIX IeMOHUYECKUX I'eHepaioB BCTPeYaIuCh
TJIYIILBI, Ha3bkIBaBINIKE BAIETO OTIIa KOPOJIEM JeMOHOB, HO, KOTHa Halll KOPOJIb BOCKPECHET, OHU
YBUMST, HACKOJIBKO OIIKUOATNCh. ITH TIYIILL He 3aC/TyKHMBAIOT Ha3hIBaThCSI HeOECHBIMU
IeMOHNYECKMMHU reHepaiaMy, Tak YTO OHU OYAyT yCcTpaHeHH. YeCTHO roBops, 5 XOTell OBl ceiidac ke
3TUM 3aHSTHCS, HO ¥ MEHS HET NOCTAaTOYHOI'0 BIUSHUS. boXke MOM, 3TO Tak MmevyanabHO.

HelHemHn KOPOIb IEMOHOB, SIBISIONINNACS OTIIOM AMHEI, 3aHSJI IOCT JEeCATh IeT Ha3ad. Ero
IpefIIecTBeHHNKA YHUYTOXKUIN U ero BrIOpaiu HOBHIM KOPoJiéM. [la, oTel] AHEL He ObIT UM
M3HavaabHO. TOYHO Tak ke, Kak He Oy[ieT KOPOJIEM BeYHO. AliHa 3Hasla, YTO pa3 eé oTell ObII IHUIb
3aMeHOH, TO HEKOTOphIe mpoTecToBanu. Ho TeM He MeHee... OHa He 0XKHUfaja, YTO TaKue HaugyTCs
cpenu HeGeCHBIX NEMOHUYECKUX TeHEePasIoB.



HecmoTpst Ha 110K, AffHa 3aMeTHIa KOe-4T0 TPeBOXKHOE B ClI0Bax AnmbbepTa.

OHa He MOrJjIa 9TO IPOUTHOPHUPOBATh. Tak 4TO OHa CKa3aa, CTapasiCh 0CTaBaThCA CIOKOMHOM:

- CKazaB 0 KOpoJie I€MOHOB, ThI IIOAPAa3yMeBaJl IIPEOBIAYIIEro KOpOJ'IH?

- CKOJIbKO €eIl€ pa3 MHe IIOBTOPUTD, YTO TOJILKO OH UMEET IIPaBO Ha3hIBaThCS KOPOJIEM IEMOHOB?

- Kak 6b1 TO HU OBIT0, 5 MOHSIA. OMHAKO MPeIbITYLIIUNA KOPOIh JeMOHOB ObIT YHUYTOXKEH.

- Ia, Tak ¥ ecTh. HeymayHo BHILITIO.

- YTO THI UMeEE€IIb B BHUOY IIOO BOCerH.IeHI/IeM?

- A 4to emé 3To MoxeT ObITh? Koponb ieMoHOB OymeT BocKpellleH. UMeHHO pagyu 3TOTO S IIPOBOXKY
BCEBO3MOXKHBIE IPUTOTOBIEHUS.

BockpeleHre MEPTBHIX... [OBOPUIIH, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. OTHAKO 3TO OBIJIO JIUIIL TPAKTUYECKH
HEBO3MOXKHO. Kak e OH coOupascst 3TO OCYIIECTBUTh?..

- Het. XKepTtBonpuHomenue... He MOXKeT OBITE...

- A nm71s 9ero e eIré MOTJIN IMOHamoOuTLCS XKepTBE? KOHeYHO, CKOTBKO OBl OOBIYHEIX JIIOJIeN HU OBIJIO
IIPUHECEHO B XKEPTBY, KOPOJIb IEMOHOB He BOCKpecHeT. Ho ecnmu mpuHecTu B KepTBy OmapEHHOT0
WM KOTO-TO C HaBHIKOM CITelMalibHOTO PaHTa, 3TO MOXKeT cpaboTaTh. K TOMY e, IIAHCH €II€ BHIIIE,
pas yX y Hac ecTh fBa OgapeHHBIX.

- IIBoe... fdcHO. BOT OHO 4TO.

- Ia. [IpuHiecca, Brl Toxke OygeTe IpUHECEHH B XKEPTBY KOPOJII0 IEMOHOB.
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