- Umnepartpuna? { He X04uy OBITH KEM-TO IOTOOHBIM. f TPOCTO X04Uy BEPHYTHCS HOMOK. £ TEepIIo 9T
0 TeX TIOp, II0Ka He CMOTY BEePHYThHCS. XOTS S 3TOT0 U He XOTeJla, S CTapaTeIbHO y4Yula He3HAKOMEIEe
OYKBBI 1 MAHEPHI.

Kormga s YCibIliama 3TO, s IIOYYBCTBOBAJId, KaK 3dKHIIAIO OT THEBA. Mou PYyKH, IPpUATIOOHUMAIOIIKE
IIOOOJI IIJIaThd, Ha4YaJIl OAPOXKATh BCE CUJILHEE.

- 41 cuurana Te0s cecTpoii, HO 0OHApPYKUJIa, YTO Thl ObIJIa UMIIEPATOCKOM HANOXKHUIEW U U3HAYAJIbHO
IoJIKHa OblTa CTaTh UMIepaTpulel. Tr Beflb HE CTajla UMIIepPaTPUIlEl u3-3a MeHs, BepHO? MHe
celiyac Tak 00JbHO. ] Temeps YyBCTBYIO ce0s II0X0M M3-3a 3Toro. MMneparpuna? YTo 310, 4epT
BO3bMU, TaKOE?

- Brl 3aKOHYHMIM, Ballle BEIMYECTBO? - S XOJIOMHO YCTaBUIIaCh Ha YePHOBOJIOCYIO MEBYIIKY Meper
co001, TTPOMOJI;KUB BEIMEeIlaTh CBOM THEB, MATKO yIIpeKas celyac ee. - Bbl cipalBanyu MeHs, KTO
Takas umnepartpuia? OHa - IepBas JIedu UMIEePHUH. ITO He Ta IMO3UIMI, K KOTOPOI BBl MOXKETE
OTHOCHTBCSI KaK K KAKOMY-TO IIYCTSIKy. BaM mydlrie He pacKphIBaTh CBOM POT, HCTOPras 3TO elle Ife-
mubo.

- ... Tug?

¢ oTBepHYNACh OT [EBYIIKH, KOTOPAsi CMOTPEJia Ha MeHS BIIaXKHBIMU TJIa3aMU, B KOTOPBIX ceryac
IpoxKanu cie3bl. XOTs g fyMalia, UYTo MHe He CJIefyeT Tak ce0s BEeCTH, ST He MOrJjla CoepzKaThb BCe, UTO
y MeHs HaKHUIIeJo:

- Brl cKa3asy, 4To IIPOCTO XOTUTE BePHYThCA? BBl CKa3asy, 4To coxajleeTe, IOTOMY YTO TOJIBKO
celyac y3HaJu MOY TUTYJN? Bhl cCKa3aiy, 4TO coxXasleeTe, [IOTOMY YTO OTHSIJIM Y MEHS TUTYII
MMIIePaTPUIIEL U B pe3ybTaTe OKa3aluch I1oxou? Torga moyeMy BB C CaMOr0 Hadasa COTJIaCUINCh
CTaTh UMIIEPATPUIIEH?

- 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO...

- Brl Takas TpycnuBasi. Bl coenany 9T0, IOTOMY 4TO, BEPOSITHO, HUYETO He TIOHUMANH. f mymaro,
BaM, HaBepHoOe, OBIJIO TPYIHO 0TKA3aThCs OT 9TOTO0 MpemioxkeHus. OOHAKO S AyMaro, YTO B JOJIXKHEI
HECTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CBOE pellleHre, eClId He CKa3aTh 0OJIbIIe, - S CJIeTKA 3a/ibIXasach,
BHITIJIECKMBAST HAKOIIUBIIHECS SMOITMH, KOTOPHIE S TaK MOJro caepxkuBaia. OHa ApoxKaja o TeMU
CJI0BaMH, KOTOPEHIE 5T ceryac 6pocasa, KaK ocyxkneHue. - ECu B X0TeNu OBITh UMIIePATPUIIeH, BH
IOOJIZKHEI OBLIA XOTS OBI IIOHATH, UTO 3TO TaKOe.

- BykBrI? MaHeps!? Bel cKa3anu, 4To uxX OBIJIO TPYIHO BEIYYHUTH, HO BHI CHIeJIaIU 3TO IIPOTHUB CBOEH
BonK? Heyxenu BBl AyMaliu, YTO POJIb UMIIEPaATPULIBL TaKas IpocTas? Bel MaTh BCeX JIIOJEU B 3TOU
UMIIepUU. B TO Xe BpeMs Bbl eUHCTBEHHBIN IAPTHEDP U MECTO YIIOKOEHUS MMIIEpaTopa, KOTOPHIM
IIPAaBUT 3TOW CTPaHOM. Bbl He MoXkKeTe T03BONMUTE cebe JyMaTh O BO3BpAIlleHUH IOMOM, COXpaHss IIpH
3TOM CBOE€ II0JI0KEeHNEe UMIIEPaTPUIIBL.



- { npocro...

- Brl cipocunu MeHsI, He CepXKYyCh JI 5 Ha Bac, BepHO? KOHEUHO, A AelCTBUTENILHO 371a. MHe XaJlb
uMIlepaTopa 1 Moii Hapof. [Ipexkfe Bcero, MHe Xaib ce0s. 9 mymalo, YTO 10 CHX IIOP IOTPaTUia
BIIYCTYI0 TaK MHOTO BpeMeHHU, ITIoMorasi KOMY-TO BpPOZe Bac.

- IIpocTo yxopute. {1 He X0uy BULETH, KaK BHl BOT TaK TYT CTOUTE XKaJlyeTeCh MHE Ha CBOIO
HeCYaCTHYI0 KU3Hb. § IelCTBUTEIbHO HAaeCh, YTO Bbl CMOXKETe IIOHATh, HACKOJIBKO BaXKHO
II0JIOKEHNe UMIIepPaTPULIEL 3TOU CTPAHEL, - MEHS BCIO TPSICJIO OT KUMALIEro rHeBa. f 4yBCTBOBasla
ce0s Takoi HeCYaCTHOM u3-3a camoii ce6si. Heyxkenu MeHs TOHU3UIY 10 UMIIEPATOPCKOM
HAJIOXKHUIIBI U3-3a TaKOM HUKYEMHOM XKeHIMHE? [ToueMy uMIepaTop BeIOpas B JKEeHHl 3Ty KEHILIUHY,
a He MeHs? [ToueMy OH AyMaJ, YTO OHA TaKas Muias?

- Tus, g npocrTo...

- [ToxanyiicTta, IPOCTO YXOOUTeE.

- 41 Orlna cMylIeHa TeM, YTO BHEe3allHO IoTlajla B He3HaKOMOe MeCTO... - IOMOJIYaB HEKOTOPOe BPeMS,
OHa HepeIIUTEeNIbHO NIPONOJIXKUIIa. - MHe ObUIO TPYIHO CMUPUTLCS C TEM, UTO Y UMIepaTopa Oblya
IpyTras XeHIIWHA, I0TOMY YTO B MOel CTpaHe HU OJHOMY MyXK4YUHEe He pa3pellaeTCcsi UMeTh OPYTYIO
JXKeHy, KpoMe ero 3aKOHHOM kKeHHl. Kak okasanocs, gpyrou xxeHou Pydu Oblia TH, KOTOpas MHE TakK
HPaBUTCS, CJIOBHO MOsi cecTpa. Ha camoM fierne, st mymato, 4TO 5 BCTaja Mexay To0oit u Pydu.

[TpocTu. ITO COPBAJIOCH Y MEHS C 53BIKAa. MHe [JeHCTBUTEIBHO JKaJlb.

...]103BO/IL MHE YUTH Ceryac.

¢l B3MOXHYA, MUKO YCTABIas OT BCEH 3TOM CIIeHH. §1 c2Kasa ropsiire BUCKU 00eMMHU PyKaMu, Tak
KaK YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO MOS T'0JIOBA ITPOCTO PACKAIBIBAETCS MOCTIE 3TOH HEKOHTPOIUPYEMOU BCIIBIIIKY
rHeBa. HeckobKo pa3 r1y00Ko B3[OXHYB, S IMOMBITATIach BEIPOBHSITEL CBOE AbIXaHMe. S mymala, 4To
IOBOJILHO XOPOIIIO YMEI0 KOHTPOJIKPOBATh CBOM 9MOITMK. HO B 9TH OHU 5 YaCTO BIagaja B SPOCTH 110
IPUYHUHAM, KOTOPhIE He MOrjla O0BSICHUTD Haxke cebe.

Ilaxe He 3Ha0, ToYeMy 51 Belly ce0si CTONIb IMOLKOHAIBHO B 3TU NHU. M 3T0 yXKe He B IIepBHIH pas.

Korga s yBUOeEJla KNIy 6YM8.1" Ha CTOJIe, g IIPOCTO IIOYYBCTBOBaAJIa OTYadHUE. I/IMnepanHua, a He 4,



IoJKHa OblTa 3aHUMAThHCS 9TOM PYTUHOM, HO OHA HUYEro He 3Haja 0 cBoel ponu. OHa HacnaXxmasaach
IpUBHUIETHel ObITh UMIIEPATPHULIEN U B IIOJIHOM Mepe HaclaXkaaThCs ero Ji000Bbi0, HO 3a0kiBasia 0
CBOEM oJire. A s IIPOCTO BCe BpeMs IIPUTBOPHO y7bi0aack ¥ IIOTBOPCTBOBAJIA €€ OTBPATUTEILHOMY
IIOBEMIeHHIO.

Kak MHOT0 BpeMeHH TIPOLIIO0 C Hamel cTHYku? He 3Hato. §1 MOgHSIA TOJO0BY, OTBIEKIIKNCH Ha
TPOMKUY CTYK fBepu. OH CTOST TaM, Ha IIa3ax Tepsis Bcakoe camoobnananue. Kak oH cioga momain?
¢ 6ruTa 0O4eHb 03ajayeHa, HO BCTasla U MOKJIOHUIACh eMy, COOIIOast STUKET.

- It MeHs 0oJIbIIIas YeCTh IIPUBETCTBOBATH CornHile HMI’[epI/II/I, Ballle BEJINYECTBO...

W B 5TOT MOMEHT OH HaOTMalllb yoapuil MEHS I1I0 JTUITY.

Most ronoBa pe3Ko OTKMHYJIACh Ha3ap. 51 efBa coepkasia CTOH, 3aKpPEIBask FOPSIIYIO Ky 00enMu
pykKamu, gymasi npo ce6si: «4 He JOKHA [TOKA3kIBATh EMY CBOIO YPOLIHUBYIO CTOPOHY».

On HEKOTOpOe BpeMs IIPHUCTAJIbHO BCMATPHUBAJICA B MO€ JIMIIO, II0CJIe YeTro CIIPOCHII XOJIOOHBIM
TOJIOCOM:

- Yo TH cKa3amna [xuoH? Th CKa3aia el, 4YTO TH U €CTh 3aKOHHAS UMIIepaTpuIia?

- Her, Balie BenuuecTso.

- Torma mouyeMy oHa ceruac nayet? [IoyeMy THI IIOIIPOCHUIA €€ YUTH?

- HOTOMY YTO... - Ha MTHOBEHNE 4 II0TEPAJIa Oap peyu. A He morna TIIPpUOYMATh, YTO OTBETHUTE.

Most HepeuuTeNnbHOCTh Yoeauma ero B Moelt BuHe. OH yxke ObIT yOexKIeH, 4To 9TO s BeICKa3asa e
HECKOJIbKO He0O0CHOBAHHHIX 37IBIX CJIOB. KoTra s BCTPeTUach C ero XOJOMHBIM B3TJISIAOM, KOTHa OH
IIPEe3PUTEIbHO CMOTPET Ha MeHs CBepXy BHU3, 1, KaK U paHbllle, KOra BCTpedanach C TaKUM ero
B3IJII0M, I0YYBCTBOBaja cebst COBCeM pa30UTOH.

XoTs g 4yyBcTBOBasa cebsi 00MKEHHOM, 51 He MCII0JIb30Bajla HUKAKUX PEe3KUX BhIPAXKEeHUH 110
OTHOIIIEHHIO K HEH.

MHe OBIJIO 2KaJib, YTO OHA CTajla UMIEePATPHUIIeH, HO s HUKOIa He JyMalia, YTO IOJI0XKEeHHe
UMIePATPHUILl IPUHAMIeXKUT MHEe. Ha caMoM [{erne, sT HUKOTA TakK He OyMasia Jaxke [0 TOTro, KakK OHa
TIOSIBUJIACh, TIOTOMY YTO OH HUKOTHA He OTHOCHUJICS KO MHE C TeIJIOTOM.

- THI DeHCTBUTEJIBHO XOUelllb OBITh MOEH KEeHOMI?



- Bae BenmmuecTBo?

- [Inst yero? 4 3Halo, 4TO M0O0Bb HUKOTTA He Oblla MpUYKMHOM Opaka MexXay HaMmu. HeT HUKaKux
IIIAHCOB, YTO TaKas XOJIOMHAS JKEeHIKWHA, KaK THl, KOTOpas [laXKe rojioca He IMoJacT, Korga ee ObI0T 110
JIUITY, CMOKeT 1oJto0uTh MeHs. Ecnu ma, To 4To Torga? TBOs ceMbs BCe ellle KUBET B BEIMKOJIENUN U
IIoYeTe, TaK YTO V TeOSI HET HUKAKUX MPUYUH OBITh UMIIEPATPUIIEN pafdy CBoel ceMbu. [IoueMy TH
Tak cebs Bemens? Tel cCOOMpPAEITHCS POOUTH CIIEAYIOIIEero HMIepaTopa B MHTepecax CBoeH (GpakiIuu?

Bce obupHbIE C10BA, YTO OH ceryac 6pocas MHe B JIUIO0, PAHUJIM MEHS CJIOBHO KMHIKAJI, IIPOH3as Moe
ceprue. IToka g cTosiyia psooM C HUM, 51 IPOCTO IBITanach 3alfuTUTh ce0s OT ero HanamoK. A OH ObLI
TEM, KTO BCE BpEMS IIBITAJICS OTHICKATh OLIMOKY B MOEM ITOBefieHUH. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO OH MEHS
He JI00uJ, 51 X0Tesla ObITh XKEeHIMHOM, KOTopasi Morjia Ok CBOOOAHO TI00UTH €r0 ¥ IIOMOTaTh eMy B
€ro IIPaBJIEHNUH, OBITH €T0 TTOAIEPKKOH.

- CHUMAaH Bce.

- ...IlIpoctute?

f ¢ TpyzmoM celyac Bepuila CBOMM yIllaM, KOT[a OH HeOXUAaHHO IIpou3Hec 3T0. Korga s nopHsIa Ha
HEeTo OPOKaluil B3TJISM, TO 3aMeTHIa CTPaHHLIN 6J1eCK B ero rjia3ax. d MmouyBCTBOBala, Kak o MOeH
KOKe 1mobexasy MypallKy IIPU BUIe eT0 KPUBOM YXMBITTKHU.

- Ecnu THI X04elh OBITH MOEM XKEHOM, TT03BOJIb MHE ClienaTh Te0sI CBOEM MPSIMO ceryac.

- Bare BenmnuecTBo?

- [ToueMy THI IPUTBOPSIEIILCS, UTO HE X0Yellb 3TOT0? Pa3Be THI He CKa3aja BCe 3TO, OKHUAAs, YTO I
creJsar 3To ¢ ToOou?

- Her, Bamme BenuuectBo! [ToxKanyiicTta, He Hafo!

IToka g meITamach BEIPBATLECA U3 €TI0 FpY60fI XBATKH, g IIPOAOJIZKAJId YMOJIATE €0 OCTAHOBUTHLCA.

f Tak ucnyranace, KOra OH pa3feBasl MeHs, HaCUJIbHO CPhIBas C MeHS OfleXnay. B ToT MOMeHT MeHs
OXBaTUJI OIUKUU yXKac.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTrfia s IOIBITanach BBIPBATLECA U3 €r0 XBATKH, A BOAPYT BCIIOMHNIIA, YTO OH HUKOI'IA
PaHbIIe He IIPUXO0OUJI B CIIaJIbHIO IIxxuoH. 4 He 3HAO Imo4eMy, HO g Onlna YBE€PEHa, 4YTO OH 3TOr0 HE
caejial oo CUX II0P, IIOTOMY 4YTO TdK I'OBOPHUIIN IIPUOBOPHEIE NAMBEI, CTOSABIINE Y €€ KOMHATHI.

Ecnu 2710 Tak...



4 opoxarna, korga gymana 06 atoMm. Ecnu Obl 9 IpuHSIa ero ceddac, MOT OBl OH OTHOCUTBLCS KO MHE
HEMHOTO To-apyromy? Ecmu 661 y MeHst 01 peOeHOK OT Hero, cTan Okl OH 3a00TUThCS 000 MHE?
Pa3Be OH He 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM BHIPOC OOMHOKKUM, HE UMesI HUKOTO PSIOM U3 PogHbIX? Ecmu OBl y
Hero MOsIBUJICS PeOeHOK, KOTOPHIM MOT OBl CTATh €T0 IPeeMHUKOM, Pa3Be OH He CTaHeT 3a00TUThCS
000 MHe KaK 0 MaTepu CBoero pebeHka?

¢ MeqIeHHO mepecTasa COMPOTUBMATHCS. f TTy00KO B3OOXHYJIa, IHITAsCh YCIOKOUThL CBOE CEPIIE,
KOTOpOe GHI0Ch KakK cyMacinenuiee. C TPyIoOM pa3kKuMasi ApoxKaliye TyOhl, s 3aMeTHIIa CIIOKOMHEIM
TOHOM:

- XoTs 5 ¥ He Ballla opulMaibHas XKeHa, S Ballla UMIIepaTOpCKas HaJloXHuIa. Tak 4To BaM He
ClefyeT Tak co MHOU o6parmaThcs. S X049y pa3geThCsl caMa, Tak 4uTo, MOXKAaIyHCTa, yBakKanuTe Moe
XKeJaHue.
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