[[IpuMeyaHUe: TOCKOIBKY MO OeTa-TeCThl He TTOHSIIMA OTCHIIKY, BETMKa BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO MHOTHE U3
BaC TOXe He MOMMYyT. HEKOTOphIe MepCoHaxu 3TOM TJIaBHl B3SITHL U3 pOMaHa "3Be3fa cMepTu"
Maiikna Pus3a u Ctusa I[leppu. 9T0 nocnemgHu pa3fes, KOTOPHIM UMEET XO0Th KaK0e-TO CXOLCTBO C
"BriacTeTMHOM CBETJION TbMH", HO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO B 000UX CITy4asiX s CChLIAIOCh Ha OfUH U TOT
XKe UCTOYHHUK].

OrHeHHas IIJIETh BOKPYT HUX BCIIBIXHYJIA, KOT{Ia HaJIeTesl CUIBHBIN BETEP, a 3aTEM U BOBCE CHYII e€.
l'appu youBIIeHHO MOPTHYJI, Ha0Iiomas 3a JeMOHCTPalliel CUIIH - IEPBOM, KOTOPYIO OH YBUMAE C
MOMEHTa IPUOBITHS B OOJBINYIO0 ralakTUKY. [apT Beiimep omycTun pyKy u HampaBuics K ['appu u
IIPUHIIECCE.

"W BOT, HAaKOHeI], Mar IeMOHCTPUPYET CBOIO CUTy", - CKa3alla TeMHas gurypa. B cnose "mar"
CKBO3MJIO Ipe3penue. "MMrnepaTop MHOTO pa3 IOAyMHBIBaJ yOUTh Tebsi, HO eMy OBIJI0O UHTEPECHO, KaK
TBHI CyMeJI 3aMEHUTD OB THICSYM KJIOHOB CBOMMHU XKaJKUMHU pabamu".

"¢l ckasam uM, YTO TBOSI MaTh IIpe[jlaraeT IPYIIOBLIe IIeHbl, 1 OHU BCe pa3bexkauch", - OrPEI3HYIICS
lappmu.

Jlesi moBepHYyIach U HEJOBEPUUBO ycTaBuiach Ha ['appy, a [lapT Beligep nponyctun mar. "4YTo Thl
ckasan?"

"¢l Ha3Bas TBOIO MaTh IUTIOXOH", - cKalas 'appu. "UTo menaet Tebs cerHoM nutioxu”. OH cKazai Jlee:
"TIpuroToBnCs OexkaTh".

“Thl caM HaKJIMKaJl CBOX0 CMEPTh, CaMOHaHesTHHBIM Oypak", - mpopsidan Beugep. OH cxBaTuil ¢ nosica
LUJIMHAD, ¥ U3 ero KOHIIA BEIPBAJICS CBEPKAIOIIUY JIyd KpaCHOU 3Hepruu. BHe3anHo Beligep B3MbII B
BO3[yX, KaK pakerTa.

"Beru!" kpuknyn 'appu Jlee u nonwiTancd nouMaTs Beliiepa B 1eBUTALXOHHEIE Yaphl. CTpaHHO, HO
ero Marus ¢ TpyZIoM Haxoguna ce0e IpuMeHeHWe BOKPYT TEMHOTIO JI0pAa, Kak 6yATo OH GBI KaK-TO
9KpaHupoBaH. [I0HAB, 4YTO OH HEJOCTATOYHO OTKJIOHUJICA OT Kypca, 'appu HUYero He 0CTaBajioCh
IenaTh, Kak anmnapupoBaTh. OH IOSBUIICS PANOM C Jleell IpIMo mepes OTKPHITEIM TYpOonudToM.

"Tak, 3To He cpaboTano", - mpobopmoTas oH. Belimep KakKuM-T0 00pa30M IPU3EMITAIICS Ha HOTH U
pa3BepHYJICS AJiT HOBOM aTaku. CobpaB BCI0 CBOIO Maruio, ['appu TOIHYJ HOTOM, 3aKpUYan 1
BBHIIIYCTHUJI CaMYI0 TEMHYIO, CaMyl0 Pa3pyIIUTENIbHYI0 Marrioo, KakKyl TOIbKO 3Ha. [InamMsa B popme
IpaKoHa BEIPBAJIOCh M3 €Tr0 PYK U 3apeBeJio afiCKUM IJlaMeHEM.

Ycunusa “UCTOIMIK ero, Kak 9TO BCerfa fejana TeMHasd Marus. Korga MOCT BCIIBIXHYJT KUBBIM
Maru4ecKuM OTHEM, OH, CIIOTHIKAsICh, BleTes B TypOomudT u yman 651, eciu Obl Jlest He mogxBaTHIA
ero. Yepes ceKyHAy ABEPD 3aKphIIach, ¥ MUQPT Havan omyckaTthcsd. "Hy, Thl, KOHEYHO, xpabpel", -
CyX0 CKasasna oHa. "['mymsIii, Ho xpabphiii".

"A Thl KOpOTHIIKA", — Cka3an 'appu. "X0Ts BOJIOCH y MeHSI pPacTyT".



Jles mokKay4arsa rojoBOH, a TOTOM BAPYT 3axXuxuKaja. IT0 ObUT yCTasbIM, U3My4YeHHBIN 3BYK. "TH
TAKOW CTPAHHBINA. ITO... 3TO OblIa TBOS CEMBS?"

IIJ:[aII.

"Kak TBI 3aCTaBUJI UX HOSIBUTHCA?"

"fl MOTy BEI3BIBATH AYIIN yMePIIUX".

Ona B3OporHyna. "9To MOX0XKe Ha CUIIy CUTXOB".

"9T0 He Tak. { MONIy4Yus CUIy CMepPTH, YTOOH T06eIUTh TEMHOTO JI0pAa, Korga OBl IOgPOCTKOM ",
TypOonudT BHe3anmHO ocTaHOBUIICS. "[Ipa3mIHUK 3aKOHYHUJIICS, TIOX0XKeE... [loMoXKelb MHe
MOMHATbCS?"

C IOKOPHEIM B3[I0XOM OHa BCTajla, a 3aTeM CHOBa IIOMOTIJIa eMy IOIHATLCS Ha Horu. OH ycnen
OKYyTaTh X MaCKOM HEBUAMMOCTH KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{Ia JBEPU PACIaxHYIUCh U BHYTPb
BOPBAJIMCh MITYyPMOBUKH. OKa3aBIIKUCh B MPSMOM BUAUMOCTH 3a IITYPMOBUKaMHU, ['appu cMor
anmnapupoBaTh B KOPUIOP.

"I'me MBI?" - IpOIIIENTAl OH.

Jlest ornsifenack, MPOAOXKasa KPEMNKO CKUMATh ero Tanuio. "[IoHITUs He UMel0. OTO HeBaXKHO,
IIPOCTO 3aTKHUCH U UOU".

"“Thl BMacTHAS OIS TAKOW MaJIeHbKOU XKEHIIUHE", - 3aMeTun ['appu.

"4 npuHnecca AnpgepaaHa. CMupucs ¢ 3TuM". OH ONYCTUJI B3TJISAM U YBUAETI, KaK [IPU YIIOMAHAHUU
POJIHOTO IOMa ee JIMIIO ITPOH3UIIa cBexkas 060Jb, @ 3aTeM OHa BHOBL IIPEBpPATHIACh B BOJIEBYIO
MOJIOAYIO KEHIIKWHY, BEIAEPKAaBIIYyI0 MHOTOOHEBHBIE ITHITKKA. Ha MTHOBEeHME OH I0XKaJslell, YTO He CMOT
Pas3rIsiIeTs ee MOf IIAIoM.

OHM 1M, I0-IPeKHEMY CKPHITHIE IIJTaIllOM-HEBUAUMKOM, @ MUMO HUX IIPOHOCUJIUCH IITYPMOBUKH.
"He Mory noBepuTh, 4TO MHI 3TO fejaeM", - cKa3asna Jles.

"4 Toxe He Mory", - npusHasicd ['appu. "Ham HyKHO HaUTU MeCTO IJI OTHObIXa U BOCCTaHOBJIEHUS

CHUIl .

"¢l Bupesna BEIBECKY C PeKIaMOi KaHTUHB B HECKOJIBKUX 3ajax. MH He Tak fajeko."

"Xoporo."



OHu nomum 1o Kopugopam, npudeM ['appu Bce Oonblre u 60bIle ycTaBasi. "dTo caydunocs?”

"4 He en yxe Tpu gHA", - cKasan ['appu. "C Tex 1mop, Kak TH Ipuexal. M g ucnonbp30Bail 4epTOBCKU
MHOT'0 Maru. f UCTOIIEH Maru4ecku U GU3n4ecku".

"TBI MOXKeIIb COeslaTh HaC HeBUOUMBIMHI?"

"HeBUAMMOCTD CYIIECTBYET OTHEIBHO OT MOer Maruu”, - ckasan ['appu. "MEI IOYTH NPUIIIH - 5
YyBCTBYIO 3amax emsl”.

KanTuHa Oblna TyCKJIO OCBellleHa u Tuxa. [locne Toro, Kak I'appu YHUUTOXKUII MOCT, BCSI CTAHIIHS,
CKopee Bcero, 6blyia B 60€BOM I'OTOBHOCTH, YTO 00BSICHSIIO, TOYEMY KaHTHHA Oblsia mycta. OHU
npoOpasuch BHYTPh U 3aHIIU MecTa y 0apHOU cToliku. CHHEKOoXKas XKeHIIIKHA C IIynaabllaMi BMECTO
BOJIOC BHIIIIA 3a OapHYIO CTOMKY U3 KyXHU/Mara3uHa U orjisgenack. "Pomo, TH Buges, 4ToOkl KTO-
HuOyob BxOOUI?"

W3 KyxHU 3a ee CIIMHOM NTOSIBUJIaCh 'pOMajiHasi, YyoOBUIIHASA GUrypa MyKYUHEL, KOTOPHIXA OBUT Ha [IBa
¢yTa BeilIe ['appu u BOBOe mupe ero. "Het", - oTBeTHI OH 00MaH4YMBO MSATKUM T'OJIOCOM.

O6paTtuBIIKCh K CBOEH craberoteit Maruu, [appu MPOTAHYT PYKY X KOPOTKO ITPOCKAHUPOBAJ
CO3HaHMUe XKeHIWHEL. T0, 4YTO OH YBUAEJ B €€ CO3HAHUU, BCENIUIIO B HETO HafleXkKy, U, HECMOTPS Ha
OUYEeBUOHBLIY PHCK, OH ITO3BOJIMII IIJIallly-HEBUMMKE yIIacTh, 00HaxkUB U ce0s, u Jleo.

OTrpoMHBIM MyKYHMHA [BUTAJICS C IyTralollel CKOPOCTHIO, TOBOPAUYMBASCh JIUI[OM K YI'PO3€ U 3allullas
CBOIO HaHUMMaTeNbHULY. 2KeHIlMHa C CUHEU KOXel IIPOCTO yCTaBuiIach Ha Hero. "Uro 3a yept?"

"HaMm HyXkHa efia", - 4eCcTHO cKa3aJs el ['appu. "Ham o6ouM. Ee IBITAIOT yKe TPH [HS, a Tapy 4acoB
Ha3a[l OHU 3aCTaBUJIA ee CMOTPETh, Kak yMUPAeT ee MUD".

Jlest cMoTpesia Ha HEro Kak OJieHb Ha (apkl, yAUBIASACH TOMY, 4TO ['appu ux packpbul. CHHEKOXKas
JKeHIIMHA [IPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTpera Ha Jlet, ¥ yepe3 CeKyHAy ee riia3a pacClIupUuiInuch. "Bl -
3aK/II0YeHHas1, 0 KOTOpO! MHe TOBOpUI AOKTOp [uBuHU. Bhl - ceHaTOp ¢ Anbaepaana!”

Ha atort pa3 'appu noBepHycs K Jlee u mopruy. "Cenatop? Tebe ke gBeHaauaTs neT. KTo
n301UpaeT ceHaTopa, y KOTOPOTO ellle Jaxe He Bce 3yOhl Mpope3anuch?”

Popmo ¢ripkHyn. Jlest ockanunack B OTBET. "4 X04Uy cKa3aTh, UTO S CEHATOp, U YKe OBa roga. 1 He
TOBOPH MHeE, YTO S MOJIOfIa, THI €[Ba JIX BHITJIIOUIID JOCTATOYHO B3POCIIBIM, YTOOH HAXOIUTHCS
3gecs!”

"He mo3BoJIsiiTe MOeMY JHUIy 00MaHyTh Bac. Tkl BUEII, YTO Y MEHS €CTh ChIH, KOTOPBIM CTapIIle
Tebs", - 3ameTun 'appu. "4 umero B BUOy, OH ObIIT cTapiie".
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