I'nmasa 38: Temno
[C Touku 3peHus CepuaHHbI]

Braromaps Ankemnuocy 5 yXe 4yBCTBOBasa ce0sl HaMHOI0 Iyd4Iie. Mos nuxopaska yluia, ¥ Kalleb
npekpatuics. ITocie ogHOY HOYM 51 TOYYBCTBOBasIa, YTO Oosibie He OobHA. 1 He 3HAIO, XOTeJI JIU OH,
YyTOOB MEHS TaK OBICTPO BBIJIEYUIIH, UJIK OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO MHE MIeJIaTh, HO 5 YK€ YyBCTBOBAJIa
ce0s1 B OTNIMYHOM opMe U TOTOBa OBIJIa OTIIPABUTHCS B yTh. TeM He MeHee, MyKUMHa PeIlu
OCTaBUTh MEHS B TOCTENH.

- §1 cKasasna, 9YTO YyBCTBYIO ce0st XOPOLIO. - 51 TOCMOTPeJa Ha HeTo.

- [1a! a! 3aBTpa yiipeM. ITocne Toro, Kak 1 Ha 100% ymocToBepioCh, YTO THI 30OPOBa! - mapupoBan
OH, CTapaTebHO paboTast C KAKUMU-TO IIY3bIPbKAMK B aJIXUMUYECKOM TabopaTOpuu B yIIIy.

Toproseu-npakoH 110 UMeHU BaHa3asec, yCTaHOBUII [JI HETO ee TaM, [10Ka 5 ellle cliaja TeM YTPOM.
- ¥X... - 9 u3gana HefOBOJIbHEIN CTOH U IIOBEPHYJIaCh K HEMY CIIMHOU.
OH o0epHYJCS U YILIOHYJICS MHE.

- [Tpocto paccnabbcsi, CepuanHa. 9TO BpeMs OTAbIXa U paccnabneHus nIpuHeceT Tebe Mob3y, -
CKa3aJ OH.

4 He oTBeTHIIA.

[Tocne 3aBTpakKa OH fajl MHE BBEIIUTH ellle OOHO 3enbe POTUKYC 1 HEMHOTO (GPYKTOBOT'O COKa. 3ejIbe
Ha BKYC ObIJIO KaK T'psi3b, HO OH T'OBOPUJI, YTO 3TO IIPUHECET MHe TI0JIb3Y, S He BUJesla IPUYUH He
BEPUTH €MY.

- YT0 THI menaemn? - CIIpOCHIJIa 4 rge-TO OKOJIO IIOJIyoHd, IIOCIIE€ TOr0, KaK MHE€ CTaJI0 TaK CKY4YHO, 9YTO
00JIbIlIe HEe MOTJIa 9TOT0 BEHIHOCUT.

- BupynynnuaHckue 3embs 41 MACTepa BaHasaneca. 9To OBLIO yCIIOBUE AT TOT0, YTOOBI TO3BOJIUTH
HaM oCTaBaThCs 3hech. OH 0XKHUaeT TOJIBKO OIHOTO 3€JIbsl B IeHb, HO 5 caenaio 10 u3-3a oOPOTH,
KOTOPYIO OH OKa3aJl HaM, - OTBETHJI OH.

- Pa3Be 0OH He 0YeHb I[06p K TeOe, HGSHaKOMHY? - CIIpOCHJIa 1 €er0 HEMHOI'O YOUBJIEHHO.

OOBIYHO MBI, TPAKOHBI, OCTOPOXKHO OTHOCHMCS K TEM, KOT'O MBI ITPUBETCTBOBAJIM B HAIIIUX IOMaX,
0COOEHHO KOTZia 9TH APaKOHHI OBINTK KymiaMu. Jlaxke geq 04eHb IO03PUTEILHO OTHOCUIICS K
AmnKenuocy, IoKa He PacCIpoCuil ero 000 BCeM, HO eTro APYKeCKHe OTHOIIEHUS CO MHOM U Moe#
CECTPOH, BeposTHO, OBIIIN pelnaioIuM ¢GakTopoM ero NpuHsTus. Korma s BCIIOMHUIA 3Ty CIIEHY, S He
MOTJIa He II0YYBCTBOBATh, YTO I'/IaBHAs IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOU OH BEICTYIIA/I KaK TAKOBOU C
ATKeNroCcoM, 3aK/I04anach B TOM, YTO OH, XOTSI ¥ He OBIJT YeJI0BEKOM, He 00SIJICS ero, B3BECTHOT0
Ooriria Ha nosie 60s1. OH Tak¥ke, II0X0XKe, He MBITAJICA UCI0JIb30BaTh MEHS, IIOTOMY 4TO 5 Oblsia
HeBHUMAaTe bHa. Ho erle ogHUM BaxKHBEIM ()aKTOPOM OBITIO TO, KaK OH OTHOCHJICS K MOEH cecTpe
Kreo. B To BpeMs KaK Apyrue OpaKOHHBI AepKaliCh Ha PaCCTOSTHUM OT Hee UJIU JaXe CYUTAJIU ee
YeM-TO I'PSI3HBIM, OH BUJIEJ LIBET €€ YelllyHd U OTHOCUIICS K Hell Tak, KaK O0yaTo oHa Obljla HaCTOSIIUM
npyrom. ITocne Bcero, 4To 5 mepexkuiia C HUM BO BpeMs HAllIUX MyTeIIeCTBUY U IPUKIIOYEHUN, 1 He
MOTJIa He YOUBJATLCS ero Jo0poil U HeKHOU MIPHUPOJie, COBEPIIEHHO OTIMYHOM OT TOTO, KakK S
CIIbIIIaNia, KakK JPYyTHE JIIOOU Beu ce0s1 OTHOCUTEIbHO APaKOHOB. [laxke ecnu Obl OH OBIIT IPAaKOHOM,
3Ta CTOPOHA ero Toxe OblJla Y4eM-TO 0YeHb PeIKUM U PEeOKO BCTPEeYaoUUMCs B MUpPE, THe CUITbHbLIE



BJIACTBYIOT Haj CIa0bIMM, @ BpeMeHaMHt CeMbsi, B KOTOPO BbI POJUIKCH, MOTJIa PELIUTh BCE MJIs BaC U
Balero Oymymero. B KakoM-To CMEBICTIE T TaKXKe Hafesachk, YTO OH HUKOTMA He YBUOHUT 9Ty
YPOIIMBYIO CTOPOHY HAIIET0 MHUPA...

Y c aTEM TypHHPOM IIPHHIIECCA Ha3BaJla MEHS TakK e, KaK ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTh TOT0, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET
YTO-TO 3aMBIIIISATH 3@ CIIMHOM, IIAHCH AJIKeIroca, He TSOsIIe Ha TEMHYI0 CTOPOHY MUpPaA, OBITU B
Jy4lIeM cllydae MUHUMabHEL. Bo3M0XKHO, 3TO OBlna OfiHa U3 Belllei, KOTOPHIX s 6osIach 3a Hac...

ToT ¢akT, YTO OOHAXK/IBI OH YBUAUT TEMHYIO CTOPOHY 3TOTO MHPA U OKPYKEHHBIN TOIBKO APaKOHAMH,
OH CMOZKET YBHUJIETh 3TO BO MHe... M, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BOSHEHABUIUT MEHS.

Beudepowm, nocsie Toro, Kak AJIKeJIM0C 3aKOHYMJI CBOU 3€J1bsl, OH OTHEC UX K CTapuky BaHa3anecy. B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Jla TOT YBUAEN UX, OH 00papioBasicsi. Tak CUIIbHO, YTO S CJIBIIIAJIA €eT0 U3 MOeH
KOMHATHL. BuguMo, oH He 0XuAaJjl OIYy4YUTh TaK MHOTO U TAKOTO BEICOKOT0 KayecTBa. Korma
ATKeNnuoC BEPHYIICS, Y HETO ObII CUMITATUYHBIN OIIEIOMJIEHHBIHM B3TJIS.

- 4 mymato, oH ORI IOBOJIEH, - CKa3asa 5 C YIBIOKOM.
- ITa... - cCKa3aJl OH CO CTPAHHKIM BHIPaXKEHUEM Ha JIUIIE.
- YT0-TO CIIy4YHUIIOCH? - CIPOCUJIA I €T0.

- OH 00HST MEHST TaK CUJIBHO, YTO 5 JyMaJl, YTO MOM KOCTH CJIOMAOTCs... ¥ 3T0 GBI IepBHI pas,
KOTZla MyK4YHHa [[paKOH II01leJI0Ba/l MEHS B IeKH... M CTapHK... - OH MOPTHYJI, a 3aTeM IIOJOIIeN K

MO€lM KpPOBaTH.

4 cnerka HaKJIOHWIIA T'OJIOBY HaJleBoO.

- Ax! - 4 u3gana UCIyraHHBIY 3BYK, KOT[a OH BHE3AITHO yIlajl Ha KPOBaTh, IMI[OM BHU3.
- MHe HyXHO HUCIeJIeHHUE... - CKa3aJl OH IOJIy-TJIyXUM I'OJI0OCOM.

- U-ucnenenue? - Cpocusa s CMyILIEHHO.

- [la. - 3aTeM OH NOJHSAJ I'Mla3a U O0HAT MeHs. - MHe HyXKHa MO0sI Musasl peiKas [PaKOHbs, YTOOHI
o0Hsna MeHs. YTOOHI cTepeTh YyYBCTBO O0BATHUS CTapUKa, - CKa3asl OH [I0YTH B Clie3aX.

41 He MorJia HUYEero ¢ 3THM IIofieflaTh U 3aXUXHKaJa.
- [Toxanyiicta, He CMeucd... ITO CEPHE3HO... - II0KAJIOBAJICA OH.

- Briuxe. Bnuxke. - cka3asna g ¥ 00Hsa ero, HeXKHO MOTJIa’kUBas 110 TOJI0Be. - Tl HEMHOTO
[IpeyBeIMYUBaellb, He TakK JIU? - 9 CKa3ajl eMy 4epe3 MrHOBeHue. - [la... Bce B mopsmke... - cka3asa g
eMy.

OH OBITT MOMM BO3JI00JIEHHEIM, 51 He Bo3paxasa. [103:e Toi HOYblO, ITOCJIe TOTO KaK OH JIET CIIaTh, 5
oOHapyXkKuia, 4YTO MOe cepflle CHOBa ObeTCsl 04eHb OBICTPO. OTO OBLI IIEPBHIA pa3 B MOel KU3HHU,
Korja s Obl/la 3aCTEHYUBLIM YEJIOBEKOM PSIIOM C KeM-I1b0, a HaKaHyHe, KOT/ia 51 e[JBa MOTJIa CTOSITb,
He CYUTAeTCs. A TaKkKe MHOTO pa3 [I0 9TOT0 MBI OKa3bIBaIUCh B ONHOM IMOCTETU. DTO ObLIT IEPBBIN
pas, Korfa s Oblyia yBepeHHa, uTo Kieo unu KaTapuHa He coOMpanuch 3aryisifAbBaTh B HAITy KOMHATY
C OXupaHWeM 4ero-To. [[o CHX Iop 5 HUKOTTla He AyMasla, YTO S JKeHIIWHa, CYUTana 4To 5
0OBIKHOBEHHas IpocTyiKa. [1o cpaBHeHUIo ¢ [Ipo0yxkmeHHEIMU 51 Oblnia pebeHKOM 6e3 XBOCTa HUJTH
KPHUTBEB... f Ovlna yponanuBa. Tem He MeHee, Ankenuoc... OH...



- THI mEUCTBUTENIBHO OyMa€ellb, 9YTO s CUMIIaTHYHas? - CIIPDOCHJIa 4 €ro memnoToM, HO 3aTeM CIIpsATalla
CBO€ CMYIII€HHO€E JIMIO 104 OOESATI0OM.

3auyeM s cIpaliuBap ero o0 sTom?!
- XM? - OH IPUABUHYJICS O/1Ke KO MHE U CHSJI OHesiyio.

- He TonpkO cuMmaTuyHasi, HO KpacuBasi, CUJIbHasA, Jobpasi, HoOIecTHas, OTKPHITasi, 00asiTelbHasd,
HEBEPOSITHAS, - CKa3aJsl OH C yJILIOKOM.

Moe cepplie OunoCh, KaK cymacuIiefiiee, ¥ g 3Hajia, YTO MOM IIeKU OBIJTM TaKUMU XkKe KPACHBIMHU, KaK
OTHEeHHOe [IhIXaHKe ApaKoHa.

- Kak Thl MOXKeIllb CKa3aTh YTO-TO NMOA00HOE C TaK IPSMOJIMHENHO? - CIIPOCHUIA S ¥ T0YEMY-TO
TIOCMOTPeJIa Ha Hero.

- O, MHE TOXe HeJerko... TpygHO 3TO IpU3HATh... - OH OIyCTHUJI F0I0BY. - Ho 3T0 npaBpa... BoT Kak s
Te0S BUXKY... - CKa3ajl OH MHe.

- Tol mroGuIb MEHsI? - CIIPOCHIIA S €TO0.
- Ha... {1 mo6i0 TeOS... - OH YIBIOHYIICS MHe.

3arnsHyB B €T0 TeMHEIE Kapue Tlla3a, MeHs 3aTSHYJIO0 B HUX KakK Marue. g cMyTuiachk, Moe ceppiie
3acTyy4aso ObICTpee B MOel Tpyau, U, eciiu Okl y MeHs ObLI XBOCT, OH ObI Ka4asics ¥ HEYMOJIMMO
MaxaJ IIoJl OfiesilaMu, HO s BCe eIlle CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

Ankenmoc GBI TOX0K Ha HAPKOTUK, KOTOPHIY BEI3BAJ Y MEHS BCEBO3MOXKHbIE SMOILIUY, U MHE
HPaBUTCS 3TOT Oe3pacCcyoHbIX Oypak... 4 xoTena Gonbirero. Kak aTo Obio Obl, eciu Obl OH... Ecniu OB
OH 00Hs1 MeHs1? Ecniu ObI OH CTajl MOMM IIEPBBIM... f yMana B OLleTIeHEHUH, HO K TOMY BpEMEHH,
KOTa 9TO IpeJjIoKeHNe B MOel T0JI0Be 3aKOHYMJIOCH, 5 y2Ke II0JI0KUIa PYKY eMy Ha TOJIOBY U
IPUTSHYJa ero Onuxe.

Teneps y Hac ObIIO OTHO AbIXaHKe. Ero 3amax, ero TemuoTa, ero mpuKocHoBeHue... OHM Pa30XKTIIH
IIJTaMs BHYTPU MeHs. ITO BEI3BAJIO CTPAHHYIO S9HEPTUl0, KOTOpas CKa3ajia MHe, YTO BCE B IIOPAOKE...
Hert, 3T0 IOATONKHYIO MeHS K HeMy U IToTpeboBasio, 4ToOH g IpeTeHioBaia Ha 9TOro YejloBeKa Kak
Ha cBoero. [la... YenoBeka, a He IpaKOHA... ITa 3HEPTHs, 3TO KenaHue... [IoTpeboBanmu 4enoBeka
Ankenuoca.

¢4 mouenoBasa ero, ¥ OH moteaoBal MeHs. 4 6omnbie He 3a00Tunack... biaropoactso... Kmacc...
Pawur... Cratyc... be3gna ¢ Humu BceMmu! f xotena Ankenuoca... U g xotesna ero CEMYAC! Mou
TIOLIe/IYH CTalu rpybee, U, Ipexkae YeM s 3TO MOHsJIa, S OKa3anach Ha HeM. ¢ Oblyia BO30YKIEHHOU U
JKapKOM, MOM IIIeKU TIOKPaCHeNH, ¥ y MeHs OBIIIO TsI2Kejoe JbixaHue. LleioBana ero CHOBa ¥ CHOBA...
YTo CIy4YUIIOCH U KakK, 5 He 3Hana. Ho s Oblyla gpakoHbel, 1, KaK ¥ BCe MOU COCeNu, Mbl TpeboBau
IpedbIBUTh IPETEH3UHU HAIIIUM TOBapHUIllaM. MbI XOTeIu TOMUHUPOBATh HaJl HUMU UIH
OOMUHUPOBATh HaJ HUMHU... HUKaKUX APYTrUX BapHaHTOB. f X0TeNla TOro Xe.

TeIno B MoeM TeJie, B MOEM IEeHTpe... 3TO CKHUTaJio MeHs, KakK JiaBa B TPOXOYyIlleM BYJIKaHE. TeMm HeE
MeHee, 5 XKeJlajia 9TOH Halsilen ZKapHI, 1 4 X0TeJIa, YyTOOHI OHA BEIPOCIIA... YT00OH 0CBOOOIUTE

MeHs. 4 cHsa 67y3Ky U IPOAOJIKasa I[eJIoBaTh ero... XOTeTh ero... Ero pyku Toxe ABUTAJIUCH 110
MoeMy Teny. OH ToXe XoTenl MeHs. 2Kap BHYTpU Hero Toxe ObUT OTPOMEH, OH TpeboBajl MOEro.



CnusiHue miaMeHu OBLIO TEM, Yero TpeboBasia Hala mpupopa. Yepes nmomenyu u o6bsaTus... 94
Me[JIeHHO [T0Tepsiia CBOI0 APAKOHOBYIO CTOPOHY, HaXke MO B3TJIAL CTAJl CTPAHHEIM.

Ho xorpa npuiio Bpems ABUTaThCs Oajblile... ITO OCTAHOBUIIOCE.
- A? - g BHIpBanace.
- U3BUHHU... - AIKETHOC TOCMOTPEJI Ha MeHS C YCMEIIKOM.

BayTpu MeHs minams... Kunesmo. OH cka3as, 4To 1I00UT MeHs... YTO OH HaXO[UT MeHs KPaCHBOU U
IIpUBIIEKATEJIbHOM, HO IT0YeMy OH ocTaHOBuUICS? Kak? { He Moryia MOHATh, HO U3-3a 3TOr0... Cle3sl
KaTUJINCh [10 MOUM LijeKaM. Ha ero juIfo ymajao HECKOJIBKO Kalelb.

YOuBIeHHEIN, OH IOCMOTPEN Ha MEHH.
- CepuaHHa? - CIPOCHUJ OH C OOJIBITUMHU TIa3aMHu.

- Hert... MHe xaJb, 4TO 4 He... { He... - g HOMEITalIaCh 3aKOHYUTE CJI0BA, YTOOLI CKa3aTh:
HeIOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIa [y Tebs.

Ero Teno OBIIO YeCTHHIM II0 OTHOIIEHHIO K CJI0BaM B ero cepane. O mobun Mmens. OH 3aboTuiicst 000
MHe. MoxeT OBITh, HO OH He Hairen MeHss B 9TOM mpuBiekaTenbHOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, s Obllla
OPakKOHOM, a OH 4eJIOBEKOM... Yero g oxupgana?

HecMoTps Ha 3T0, OH U3BUHUJICA U IIPOMOJIXKAT U3BUHATHCA, 0OOHUMAas MeHs U yOepKUBas Ha pyKax.
4 maxe He 3Haja, I0YEMY 5 TaK CHJIBHO IIJIady, IoUeMy s TaKas OpakoBaHHAas, HO OH IIPOAOJIKAN
M3BUHSATHCS U MBITAJICA MEHS YCIIOKOUTH, UYTOOBI CTEPETh CIe3kl, KOTOPHIE S IIponuia... Ho 601b B
MOeM Cepplie He YXOOua B II000M ciiydae. 1 MpuHSTIA ero ¥ XoTesa, YTOOH OH OB CaMBIM LIEHTPOM
MOETO CyIIeCcTBa, HO... B KOHIle KOHI[OB, 3TO OBLIM TOIBKO OMHOCTOPOHHME 4uyBcTBA? Kak s Moria He
YyBCTBOBAThb Ce0s TaKOi OMyCTOIIEHHOM, TAKOM I'PyCTHOM... Tako¥ cioMaHHOM. [ToaTOMYy $ IylakKana...

¢ 3aKpuyana, YTO He X0Uy CIIaTh Ha €r0 PyKax, TOTOMY YTO, He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, CKOJIBKO 5
6oposack, OH He OTIYCTUI MeHst. Ho BHyTpu s GblyTa CYACT/IMBA, YTO OH CHean 9T0. Eciu Ob OH
0CBOOOINI MEHS OT ero 00BITHI, eCc/Iu Obl OH II03BOJIMJI MHE IIJIaKaTh CaMoH 1o cebe... ITO ObLI OB
KOHeI] HaIllUM OTHOIIEHUSIM.

Ho nouemy-To g 3Hana... Kakum-To 00pa3oM moHsIa, YTO OH U30 BCEX CUJI 00OPOJICS IIPEOnOIeTh 3Ty
npobneMy. Bo3amoxkHO noToMy... MoxeT ObITh... OH XOTeNl MeHS TakK Ke CUJIbHO, Kas g ero?
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