B 10 BpeMs MenaHTa ellle He Hadaja 3aHUMaThCA (I)GXTOBaHI/IeM, ee Tejo OBII0 cy1abbIM, U Jaxe
PIOK3adK, KOTOprfI OHa KaXKObIM JeHb HOCHJIA B IIKOJY, 3aCTaBJIAII €€ 3aJbIXaThCd.

A B TOT {leHb, UMEHHO B TOT [IeHb, KOT{Ia MeJlaHTa TOPOIKIIach JOMOM C 3aHITHH, YTOOH ITOCKOpee
yCIEeTb CheCTh TOPSUMH YKWH, MenaHTa BrIOpasia TEMHYIO ajijielo, HaflesiCh COKOHOMUTEL BPeMs.

oM HaXOguJICS HEeJaleKo OT IeHTpa TOpofa, HO C HACTYIJIEHHeM TeMHOTH XyJIUTaHbl ¥ OaHOUTH,
KOTOpBIe M3HaYaIbHO HAXOOUJIUCE B IIEHTPe TOPoMa, epeduparuch B BEPXHIOW YaCTh 6OTaThIX
KBapTaJIOB.

MenaHTe IoIasa UMEHHO B TaKyIO IIepeeNiKy B IIOOBOPOTHE, ¥ CTOJIKHYJIACh C HECKOJIbKUMU
naHkamu. Korga oHa UxX 3aMeTHIa CKBO3b IeJIeHy MoK, To 6exaTh ObIJIO YKe MO3[HO.

Eit mpumiock 0THaTh BCe IIeHHOe, YTO V Heé ObU10. CIIOKOMHEIN U PallMOHAbHEIN BEIOOD, UTOOH He
CIIy4YXJIOCh HUYETO XYAIIeTo.

OTu GaHOUTH SBHO He COOMPanIuCh 06MKaTh MOJIOAYIO AEBYIIKY II09TOMY, KOTTla OHU IIOIYYUIIH TO,
YTO XOTENH, COOUPAUCh YUTH.

Ho mepen yxomoM OHM HEMHOT'O 3a[iepKaJliCh [ TOr'0, UTOOHI 3aIlyraTh 3Ty OOraTyio AEBYIIKY,
yTOOBI OHA He oOpalllanach B IMOTUIUIO, MHAYE TIOCIIeICTBUSA OyIyT TparudeCKuMH.

[Toka naHKU yrpoxaJsu e, B KOHIe IlepeyiiKa I0SIBUJICS YeJI0BeK.

910 OBLN YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM IIjalle, KOTOPBIM HAIIPABIISJICS B LIEHTP TOpofa, YTOOB! KYIUTh OeIIeBon
XOpOLIel APEBECUHHI.

OH TakXke BHIOpAJ 9TOT MePeyJIoK, YTOOk cpe3aTh MyTh. Korga oH [oIIen 10 CepeIuHbI, TO YBUIE]I,
KakK OQHOUTH U37IeBAIOTCS Hag MaJIeHLKOM MEeBOYKOM.

B cymHocTu, HexXuTh gaxe He mymall 6€CIIOKOUTHCS IO 9TOMY IIOBOAY, [a U He OBIJI0O CMBICTIA
obpalrnaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAHHE,

HeXuTh B3BA/IUII Ha CIUHY APOBA, IOMOIIEN K MyKYWHAM HETPUSITHOTO BUa, 00pa30BaBIIUM KPYT, U
OTKPBITT POT, YTOOHI CKA3aTh.

"Orougure".

[TaHKY He TOHSJIH, YTO UMeJ B Buny HexuTh. B X moOHMMaHUM, TOBOPUTH UM, UYTOOB OHM YOUPAIUChH
¢ mopor#, OBLI0 caMo 110 cefe TIyTIo, He TOBOPS Y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO He3HaKOMel] CTajl CBUIETEeIeM
orpabneHusi.

Hemonro OyMasi, OOVH M3 HUX BEITAIITUII CHpHTaHHbIﬁ 3a II0OSACOM KMHZKaJl U CPa3y K€ BOH3UJI €T0 B
TEJI0 IIPHUIIeIIblla.

Ho oxumaeMoro 1yma He II0CJIeIoBajio. BMeCTo 3TOro pa3pmaics BRI3BIBAIOIIUM MYypPAIIKH 3BYK
CKpexeTa CTajIu II0 CTaJIu.

Yxkac...

Jle3Bue KMHXKasa, Ipope3aB PBaHbIN YEPHEIH IIalll, B KOTOPEIA HeXXuTh OBLT 3aKyTaH C TOJIOBEL 0
HOT, HaTOJIKHYJIOCh Ha OPOHI0 ¥ 0€CCUIIBHO CKOJIb3HYJIO 10 HEH.

MY}K‘{I/IHa IIOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY HAIlaBIIEr0 Ha HEro COIIJIAKA M OIYCTHUIJI Ha 3EMJII0 BA3aHKY APOB.



[TpoTsHYB IIPaBYI0 PYKY, OH HOCTAJI AJTMHHBIA PXKABHIM KJIMHOK, BUCEBIINH 3a CIIMHOM.

Cnepyrourie HECKOTBKO CeKyHI MemnaHTa Habioana 3a TeM, Kak OpOHUPOBAHHbIM HE3HAKOMEL] C
TIOMOIITbIO PKABOT'0 IIMHHOTO MeYa CBAJIUII Ha 3eMJTI0 BceX OaHIUTOB.

3aTeM OH B3rJIAHYJN Ha MeaHTy 4epe3 Ipopesu B IIJIeMe.
"TvI, momoumens?"

MenaHTa CyHOpPOKHO 3aMOTalla TOJI0BOM, Maxke MaJeHbKas MUISIIKa-KOTEJI0OK, KOTOPYI0 OHa HOCHIIA
Ha T0JI0Be, OblyTa COpOIIeHa Ha 3eMITIO.

"Her... HeT, s ¢ HUMHU... M1 He BMecTe!"
IIXM n

He3HakoMeIl moBecui KJIMHOK 3a CIIMHY, CHOBAa IIPUCTPOUII Ha CIIMHE BSI3aHKY C APOBAMH, ITOMIOIIEN K
MemnaHTe, CTOSBIIEHN ITOCPEOY NOPOTH, U IOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee CBepXy BHHU3.

MernaHTa He MOHSJA YTO OH X0YeT CHejlaTh, HO He3HaKOMel] IIPOCTO O6paTI/IJ'ICH K Hel rojiocoM,
KOTOprfI 3By4all TakK, CJIOBHO JIOMAJIUCh CYXHe ONEePEeBbi.

"TIpoxoxy".

MenaHTa MOACO3HATEILHO CHelaa Iar B CTOPOHY, 1 HeXXUTh MPOCTO MPOIIe MEMO Heé B CTOPOHY
HUXKHEr0 TOpofa.

O6pa3oBaHHas ¥ BeX/IMBas MejaHTa IIOHKMaJIA, YTO OHA JOJIXKHA XOTs OBl CKa3aTh cracubo.
"993... rocrioguu?!"

HeXuTh 0CTaHOBUJICS Ha MeCTe U ITOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH ITOCMOTPETh Ha MenaHTy.

Hu croBa He OBIJIO TPOU3HECEHO.

Haxkoner MenaHTa 3arisiHy/a II0[ YePHBIM KaMIOIIOH, CKPHIBABIINYM HadyaBllIde YePHETh JOCIEXH.
CoOpaBuIuch ¢ 4yXoM, OHa OTCaII0TOBaa HeXKUTH U UTPHUBO CKalala.

"Cnacu6o... Crracu60 3a momoip, cap".

[Tocne HekoToporo KonebaHus oHa mobaBuIa.

"Mory nu s cenaTth 4To-HUOYOb OIS Bac B OTBET Ha Bally goOpoTy?"

BpOHI/IpOBaHHOG YYyAOBHUIIE Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aCTHIJIO, BUOAUMO, PDA3MELIIIIIAS Hald CIIOBAaMHU OEBYIIKHA.

Bo3M0KHO, 10 HETO [IOIIJI0, UTO OH HeYasiHHOe e€ crac. Yepe3 HECKONIbKO CeKyH HexXuTh mpencTan
nepen MenaHTou.

OH npOTSAHYJ IPABYIO PYKY.
"Henbru".

PxkaBoe Taiifi3101ly METHYJIOCE K Ilee feByIIKu. OgHAKO Ha MOJIYTH ero 3a0JI0KMPOBaIo 0CTPoe



IIpsAsMOe€ JIE3BHUE.

HGBYH_IKa, BOCITIOJIb30BABIIUCH C TAKMM TPYOOM ITIOJIYyYE€HHBIM IMIaHCOM, HaHECJIa yaap OCTPhIM
IIPAMBIM KJIMHKOM IIO PYKe€ BJlafieJIblla M€4Ya, IIBITasCh 3aCTABUTh IIPOTHBHUKA BHIIIYCTUTHE OPYZKHUE.

Ho Taiig3iomy BHE3AMHO OBIJI0 OTBEIEHO, U BIAAEIONUN MEYOM 3aupall PYKY BIOJb JIEBOTO GOKa,
3aHOCS TIPABYIO PYKY IJIS TAMA3I0LYy ¥ CJIerKa KacasiCh €0 Ieu [eBHUIbl CHU3Y.

BriTanyTras pyka MenaHTH ¢ Me4oM 3aMepIia.
HexxuTh OTCTynUI Ha [iBa Ilara Ha3af ¥ Habnrofan, Kak [eBylIKa [lepefi HUM BCTala IPsSMo.
“IIporpecc".

HeXuTh KUBHYT, BUOS YCIIeXU [eBYIIKH. HecMOTpst Ha TO, UTO OHA JIUIIb OJI0OKMPOBasa OfHY U3 ero
aTax.

"B3aMaxHU Me4OM, CTO pa3, He 3a0ynb".

CkasaB 370, HexxuTh mopo1ien u cejl psafoM C KOCTPOM, OTJIOKUB B CTOPOHY CBOE pPKaBOe TaW30Ly U
MOJT4a YCTaBUJICS Ha OTOHb.

OH OB TAKUM prTJ'IbeI rox. [loka ero HUKTO He HCKaJ, OH MOT CHUOETh Y KOCTPa XU CMOTPETH Ha HETO
nejIbIMy THAMH, © HEM3BECTHO, YTO TBOPHIIOCH B €TI0 I'0OJIOBE.

HexwuTh BeIOpas U3 Ky4d OPOB PSIIOM C HUM KYCOK JiepeBa U IOJKUHYII €T0 B KOCTEP.

MemaHTa CMOTpeJIa Ha CIIMHY HEXKUTH. Ona YYyBCTBOBAJIa JIMIIb IIYCTOTY 110 OOCII€eXaMH, €ero cepaune
Ka3aJIOChk OIIYyCTOMIEHHBIM OT BCETO.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfia MenaHTa OTHajla HEXXUTH €JUHCTBEHHbIE KapMaHHBIE IEHbIM, KOTOPHIE ¥ Hee
ObL1H ¢ co0oit, 6ecCMePTHERIN pa3BepHYIIcsS U yuien. Ho B e€ maMsTu 3Ta yaansiomasics gurypa
ray0oKO 3amevaTiesach.

[To3xke, Korga MenaHTa Havyasla yYUThCS (HEXTOBAHUIO, OHA OMHAXKIE CHOBA YBUIEIa 9TOT0
CTPaHHOTO YeJIoBeKa B BepxHeM ropope. Torga oHa HaOpayiach CMEJIOCTH U IIOTHAJACH 3@ HUM,
TIOTSIHYB 3a yTOJI €T0 YePHON MaHTHUH.

HexXuTh, CHOBa TalIMBIINY Ky[a-TO APOBa, 3aMep Ha MEeCTe ¥ IIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOLl TIOCMOTPETE Ha
TOT'0, KTO OTBJIEK €TO0.

OH cpa3dy y3Hal B IeBO4YKe TOro pebeHKa, KOTOPOTo OH CITy4alHO CIac B IPOIIJILIA pa3.
“ITomoup?"
Cropocun HexuTb cBouM apebe3KalluM T'0JI0COoM.

MenanTa nokaydasa rosooi. OHa IIPOCTO XOTeIa II0300POBATHCS C 3TUM OPOHUPOBAHHEIM
CO3[aHueM, Befb B IIPOIIIEI pa3 OHa He CKa3ajla eMy ¥ [IBYX CJIOB.

"TIpocTo x0Temna elle pa3 nmobnarogaputh Bac". ckpeHHe nobnaromapuia MenaHTa.

“XMm..."



HexXuTh XMBIKHYJI, 3aTEM Ha MTHOBEHUE 3afiyMasics, Ipexae YeM CHOBa 3aTOBOPHUTh.
"TlpaBpma, HUKaKUX TpygHOCTEU?"

MenaHTa He 3HaJjla, YTO OTAaB CBOU KapMaHHBIE JE€HBI'M, OHa IIOMOTI'JIa Hexutu 3aKYyIIUTh B ropoge
BAA3AHKY XOPOMIXX OPOB, KOTOPHIX XBATHUJIO Ha HEOEIIIO.

B co3nanuu Hexurtu MenaHTa IpeBpaTuiach U3 MPOCTO OEBOYKYU B IEHBI'M ¥ MHOTO-MHOI'O XOPOIINX
IPOB.

[ToaToMy ecnu 661 MernaHTa monasa B Kakyo-HuOyos 6eny, Hexkuth ObiT OB pai IOMOYE B OOMEH Ha
OEeHbIH.

MernaHTa He IOHMMaa, no4yeMy HeXuTh IPOoIXKaeT HacTauBaTh Ha TOM, UTO OHa B Oefe.
"IloueMy THI XOYelllb MHE IIOMOYb?"

"IloTOMy 4YTO meHbIu".

HexuTth roBOpUI UCKPEHHE.

Kommaubu YIIX ITIOHUKIIN. MenaHTa OblJIa HEMHOTO Pa304YapoBaHa, OHA OXKHUOd4Jld, YTO 3TOT
OJ2XKEHTJIbMEH OKaXKeTCsl OT3bIBUYUBEIM, d HE MEPKAHTUJIBHEIM.

Ho TYT OHA Pa3ridaeia o[ IIJIalllOM HEeXXUTH JOCIIEXH, IIOKPBIThIE HaPpAllMHAMU 1 BaSy'6pI/IHaMI/I.

[Tna1m, mopBaHHBIY B IPOMIIEIYA pa3, KOTHa OH cIiac ee, OBl TOT kKe. KyCcok TKaHU Bce ellje BUCE
MaXxXpOBBIM JIOCKYTOM, IIOKPHITHIY IBIIBIO U CIeJaMu 02KOT'0B.

JIromu, XKUBIIME B HUXKHEM ropoge, XO0Td U OCTaBaJIMCh 2KUTEJIIMHA BI/IKTopI/II/I, Iepee3xkalii Tyoa
YTOORI JIO6BITB cebe CpencCTBa K CylIeCTBOBAHUIO, OTKA3dBIINCh OT HEKOTOPOI'O BUKTOPHUAHCKOT' O
N341eCTBa U IPUTTUYNA. Ho muHOrMM IIPUXOOUJIOCH 3TO OEJIaTh, YTOOBI BEIZKUTD.

MenaHTa He 3Hajla TOYHO, KaKyI0 2KU3Hb BEOYT OeqHSIKH U3 HUKHET0 ropoaa, HO MHOT' oA CJIBbIIIaia 00
9TOM.

HaBepHoe, rocniogud BeccmepTHEIN ToxKe 60peTCs 3a BHIXKMBAHUE, BEPHO?

B rnazax geBywky Teno HexXuTH, CKphITOE MO J0CIIeXaMy, IPEBPATUIOCh B MyKUNHY CPEJHUX JIeT
13 HUXKHEN YacTu BUKTOPUHU, KOTOPHIM MHOTTA BCTYIMaeT B 00, MOIyYast 3a 3TO COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO
yaTy.

Kommaysu yim pacrpaBuitCe.

MenanTa Teneps xKajena HexKUTh U OO0, BEIIABILIVIO €MY.

"X0Ts g LIeHI0 9TO... f LEHI0 TO, YTO BH IIEITa€TECh MHE TIOMOYb, C3P, HO..."

MenaHTa HU4YEro He MOTJIa ¢ co00ii 1mofenaTh, OHa He MOTJIa IaTh HEXXUTHU OeHeT IMPOCTO Tak.

B To e BpeMs OHa He JyMana, 4To HeXuTh MpUMeT BO3HATPaXKIeHHEe, KOTOPOE BRITTISIIUT Kak
mojayka.

"XMm..."



HexXuTh KUBHYJI: OH MOHSJ, YTO AEBYIIKE HE Hy2KHa ITIOMOIIIb.

Y oH mOBepHYICS, YTOOHI YUTH.

OH Toponuncs. Beaps ecnu OH BEPHETCS MO3OHO, TO KOCTEP IIOTaCHET.
BTopas BcTpeda 3THX [IBOMX 3aKOHYMIIACh 0€3 IMPOKCIIECTBUH.

Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMs IoCJie TOTro, KakK MelaHTa IPUCTYIIUIA K TEePBEIM YPOKaM (eXTOBAHUS C
yuuTeneM BuKoM, Ha uX HOM OBIJTO COBEPIIEHO HaMafeHue.

Bo Bpems 9TOr0 HajmeTa MejaHTa CTajla CBHETEIeM TOro, KaK TOJIIa HallaJaBIIuX OTPYOuIa KUCTh
ee OTIy.

Ay 0eByILIKY, B34BILEY B PYKU AYIJIbHBIM MeY U IIOIBITABIIENCS 3alUTUTh CBOI0 CEMbIO C IIOMOILIbIO
TOTO, YEMY OHa Hay4mIaCh Ha YPOKax, IIPOCTHIM B3MaxoM 3TOT MeY BHIOUIIH U IIPOCTO OTTOJIKHYJIU B
CTOPOHY.

[To3Ke BHISICHUTCS, YTO 3TO OBIJIO CIIJTAHUPOBaHHOE HallafieHue Ha CeMbi0 MeJIaHTHI C IIEIbI0 PAHUTD
ee poauTesel, 3aHUMaIOMKXCS MaphoMepHbHIM OU3HECOM, U TIOMelllaTh UM IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha
BaXXHOU BCTpeye.

U ecnu OBl He HA@MHBIE OXPAHHUKM, KOTOPBEIE TIOMOT/IM MelaHTe 0TPa3uTh HalafgeHue, Ha e€ JTuIe
MOT OBI ITOSIBUTHCS €IIle OJUH IITpaM.

WM umenHo Torga MenaHTa Havyalla IOHUMATh, YTO AY3/IM, KOTOPHIM OHA 06y4asack, OBIIH JIHIIH
IIOKa3yXO0H, ¥ YTO YYUTEJIb, KOTOPOT0 BEIOPAIM €€ POOUTENIH, He Hall e HaCTOSIIUX 00eBEIX HABLIKOB.
Iaxe ecmu OBl 9TO YKPEIIHUJIO €€ TeJl0, OHA BCe PABHO He cMorja Okl JaTh OTIIOP B C/Ty4ae HOBOTO
HaIlafeHus.

[ToaTOMy, B TPETHUH pa3 CTOJIKHYBIIUCEH Ha yIuIle C OPOHUPOBAHHKIM HE3HAKOMIIEM, HECYIIUM Ha
CIIMHE TPY3 ¥ TOTOBSIIIMMCSI BEPHYThCS U3 BEePXHEro ropofia B HUXKHUM, MeaHTa CHOBa mo0exaja 3a
HUM, Jepras 3a YroJ0K pBaHO! YepPHOU MaHTHUU.

HexXuTs orngHyncs Ha HeBOYKY, KOTOpas feprasa yrona ero miama. OH CIIpoCul.
"TIpobGmemer?"

CnoBa ObIIM KOPOTKUMH U JTAKOHUYHBIMH.

W3 Bcex, KOro 3Hana MenaHTa, OH BHITJISIAEN CAMbIM BHYLIATENHHBIM U TPO3HBIM.
[leByllIKa cripocuna.

"TocnopuH... BEl MOXeTe Hay4UTh MEHS CpaXKaThCsa?"

"Xm?" HexuTh OblIa IBHO 03ajlay€Ha BOIIPOCOM.

IeBylIKa moCIeIHo qo6aBuia elle OfHO IPeaIoKeHue.

"4 3annady 3a 970! 3a ONWH YPOK B HEAEIIIO - IISATh 30JI0THIX MOHET!"

[1Th 30/I0TEIX MOHET!



3pa‘-IKI/I HEXHUTH, CKPEITEIE 3ad JOCII€XaMHu, CJIETKd CY3UJIUCh.

3a BsI3aHKY XOpOIINX APOB, KOTOPHIX XBaTajl0 HA HECKOIBKO JHEU FOPEeHUs, IPOCUIIA BCETO OBe
30JI0THIE MOHETHI!

"Pa3 B Hepmemo T Oyzmels o0y4uaTh MeHs!" c HeTepneHueM ckKa3ana MenaHTa. "fl X04y Hay9UThCA
3aluIaTh ceds 1 CBOI0 ceMbio!"

HenomgBuxkHEIE T'JTa3a HEXKUTHU BHE3AIHO 6J'IeCHy1'II/I, MT'HOBEHHO OII€HUBasA MeJ’IaHTy: T'Jla3a OE€BYIIKU
OBIIIM TIOJTHEI penmMoCTH.

"Xopoiuo."
HexXuTh KUBHYN B 3HaK COTrJIacus.

"3a I9Th 30JI0TEIX MOHET."
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