"B aTOM XKU3HU MBI HE MOXKEM COBePIIaTh BeNUKHUe Aefla. Mbl MOKEM fielaTh TOJIbKO MaJIeHbKUE [ea
¢ 60JIBIIION J1I000BLI0".

— Marts Tepesa

Ero pocT cocTaBism OYTH Ba MeTPa, a MyCKYJIH Ha pyKax Obunu 6osblile, yeM Ha Oegpax 0ObIYHOTO
yesoBeKa. OOTATUBAIOIMINY YePHBIA 60€BOM KOCTIOM ITOYEPKUBAJ €T0 MyCKYJIMCTOE TEJIO U HaBasl
TIOHSITh, YTO C HUM HE CTOUT CBSI3BIBATHCS.

— B-6-03T... BatmeHn!

['eHpu B 1I0Ke BCKPUKHYJI, €0 JIUI0 100JIefHesn0, OH 3aUKaJiCs, a sI3bIK, Ka3aloCh, 3aBs3aJics B y3e7l.
— 4l... 1 He cOenan HUYEro maoxoro! {4 3aKOHOMOCYIIHBIN IpakKaaHuH!

Kak TONbKO OH 3aKOHYMII FTOBOPUTH, SIPKHAM CBET BHE3AITHO IIOMEPK U OCHenu ['eHpu.

— Ckaxu MHe, OTKyfa y Tebs 3Ta mTyKa?

Cpagy 1mocJie 3TOro c3agy pa3faics XPUIIbIY rojioc baTMeHa.

Onu OBIM TaK OJIM3KO0, YTO rerI/I IIOYTHU YYBCTBOBAJI OBIXaHUE BaTMeHa Ha CBOel Ilee, OT KOTOpOTro
I10 IIO3BOHOYHHUKY r[po6e1"am/1 MypallIKH.

C'enpu ucnyrancs u 6s1CTPo 00epHYICcS. OH BUAUT, YTO B3TMeH mIepxKUT mepen HUM ¢oTorpaduio.
Ha cuuMke — yeTkoe n3obpaxenue "bpunnuanta Hamexabl", XpaHSIerocs B BLICTABOUHOM 3arie!

Ho BaTMeH noka3nBaeT He Ha OpUIIIMAHT U He Ha TbI0Y JIbAa, a Ha IPo3padyHyio KOPoOKy,
OKPY2Karomyto OpUIIIHAHT.

Ia, aTo Ta caMasi KopoOKa, KOTOPYIO, TT0 cToBaM ['@HPH, OH JOCTAJI, YTOOH! YCIOKOUTh JIIOMIeH MOCTIe
TOTO, KaK IIPOIIET CITyX, YTO ONWH U3 COTPYIHUKOB YMeP OT MPOKIISITHS.

YBupes ¢ortorpaduio, 3pauku ['eHprxa MTHOBEHHO CY3UJIACh, U OH HEPBHO CITPOCHII:

— Yro... [ToyeMy THI cripauIuBaes 00 3ToM?

— He oTBeuait Ha BOIIPOC APYTUM BomIpocoM! — TOH BaTMeHa CTaHOBUTCS ellle 00Jjiee arpecCUBHAEIM, a
ero 1 6e3 TOro XpUILILIA U XKYTKUI r0JI0C — ellle 60ee Cepbe3HbBIM.

— 4 cnyyaliHO KyNuJI €ro B IPOAYKTOBOM Mara3uHe, — OTBeTHI ['eHpH, meITasick n36exkaTthb BOIpPOCa.
— ThI yBepeH? — X0JI0JHO CIIpOocuil baTmeH.

— 4 mpoBepus Bce NPOOYKTOBLE Mara3uHbl BOKPYT TBOEr'0 [JOMa ¥ BEICTABOYHOTO 3ajia, HO He CMOT
HalTH HU OJHOM KOPOOKHM, IIOX0XKeH Ha Bally.

CxBaTuB rerI/I 3ad BOPOTHHUK, Batmen IIPUTPO3NII:

— Ecnu TH He cKaxXelb IIpaBMy, s epejoMalo Te0e KOHeYHOCTH ¥ OpoIly B KaHaIKU3aluio, YTOOH! ThI



COCTaBUII KoMnaHui Kumnnepy Kpoky!
B T0 XKe BpeMs ero MaCCUBHBIY IIPaBhIl KyJlaK KPEIKO CXKaJiCs, CJIOBHO TOTOBLIM yOapuTh ['eHpH.
— Her, HeT, moxkarnyiicTa, He fenai aToro! f 6ymy roBOpuTh, 51 OyAy rOBOPUTH!

'enpu cpancsd Ha MecTe, IOTOMY 4TO 3HaJI [leYabHYI0 penyTanuio batmeHna B ['0TaMe U He
COMHEBAJICS, 9YTO TOT BBHIIIOJIHUT CBOU YTPO3HL.

— Ha camowm piene 3Ty KopoOKy MHe manu jmonu [TunrsuHa. Eciu Ol 51 He chenal Tak, Kak OHU
CKas3ayu, OHU OBl YHUUTOXKUIIM MOY BHICTABOYHBIM 1IeHTP! — mporosopun ['eHpH.

[TuHTrBUH?
BaTMeH Momya pa3MeIIUIA, 3a4eM [IMHTBUHY y4aCTBOBAaTh B 9TOM [IeJIe.

— Crnepnyomuuii BOnpoc, — baTMeH nmpopoizKai NPUKUObIBATE, TBITasICh OHATh, YTO 3aAyMall
[TuHTBUH.

— YTto ¢ GpunnnaHTOM Ha BhICTaBKe? OH IecATUNeTUSIMU XpaHuics B CMUTCOHOBCKOM My3ee U
HUKTO He YMUpPAJI OT €T0 IIPOKJIATHS, HO KaK TOJIbKO OH ITomas B ['0TaM, To yOus coTpymHUKa
BBICTABOYHOI0 3a71a, KOTOPHIY HaXOOUJICA PAOOM C HUM. BO3MOXKHO ¥ TaKOe B 3TOM MUDE?

BaTMeH mpucTasbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha I'eHpH, ¥ ero OCTphIe I'la3a, Ka3aloCh, IIPOH3UIIH eT0 Cepile
HACKBO3b.

— 4... 1 melCTBUTEIBHO He MOTYy CKa3aTb. Ecnu 51 cKaxy, MeHs yObIOT...
T'eHpu 3akosebasncs, U B ero riia3ax mosBuiach 6oprsoa.
Bupns oryasuHyo Monb0y I'enpu, BaTMeH ocnabui XBaTKy Ha OIIEMHUKE.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTia rerI/I nmogymali, 49To baTtMmeHn moxer IIPOSABUTH MHUJIOCEPONE, OH BOAPYT IIOTEPSII
PpaBHOBECHE, KOT'Ia IIPaBad HOT'a faJla CUJIIBHOE TAHYIIEE OIIYyIIeHNe.

CtpanHo, HO ['eHpH He yTan Ha 3eMJIi0, a TEPEBEPHYJICS, IIPYU 3TOM €0 T0JI0Ba OKa3ajaach Ha 3eMIle,
a HOTHU B BO3MyXe.

B ero mone 3PpeHus 3eMJisi CTAHOBUJIACh BCE OAJIbIlie, a OH IIOOAHMMAJICA BCE BHIIIE U BEIIIE.
Kaszamocs, 4TO KTO-TO IIpUBA3all K €70 HOT'aM BEPEBKY U TAHET €TI0 BBEPX. HWMeHHO Tak u IIPOM30IIIIO.
ITo Mepe yBeJIM4YEHU A BEICOTEL rerI/I WHCTHUHKTHUBHO Ha4daJl UCIIEITEIBATE CTPaAX.

[TpuMepHO Yepe3 fecsATh CEKYHI ['eHpu BUCET B BO3[yXe Ha BEICOTE HECKOJILKUX METPOB, a BepeBKa
BOKPYT ero Hor Oblyla 3aKpernsieHa Ha IepuiaxX KPhILIH.

BaTMeH BcTasl Ha KpHITy ¥ 06paTHiIcs K BUCSIEMY Ha BepeBKe ['eHpuH:

— OTBeTh Ha MOU BOIpoc!
OH npucen u MOTPSIC BEPEBKY, 0TYero ['eHpu CTajo Jierdye ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO CTPAIIHO.

— Ecnu TH He HaYHeIb TOBOPHUTS, 5 Iepepexky BepeBKy U JaM Tebe ymacTh, — CIIOKONHO CKa3al



batMmeH.
— Hert! Tol He Moxe1rs 3TOT0 caenaTh! Thl HUKOTHa HUKOTO He yOuBaelb!
['eHpU 3anaHUKOBAJ ¥ OBICTPO HANIOMHUJ B3TMeEHY.

— ¢ He xouy yOuBaTh, HO €CJH S CIIy4ailHO IOCKOJIb3HYCh U Pa3BsXKY BEPEBKY, TO 9TO IIPOCTO
npo6ieMbl C HaBEIKaMU, — JIAII0 B3TMeHa 0CTaBaloCh CIIOKOWHEIM.

— HTak, ecnu TH He X04elllb, YTOOH 3TO IIPOM30IIIIO, CKaXKK MHE TO, YTO 5 XOUy 3HAaTh.

[Toxa Batmen rosopui, ['eHpy MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BepeBKa 3aTpPsICliach elle CHUIbHee, Kak OyTo OHa
MorIa 000PBATHCS B JTI000M MOMEHT.

— 4. 4.
Meicnu ['eHpu Havanu KojaeOaThbCs.

YBupes 3T0, baT™MeEH 0oTBg3an BEPEBKY OT II€PHUJI, OTIIYCTHUII XBATKY U ITIO3BOJIUII rerI/I YIIaCTh Ha
3EMIIIO.

— A-a-a-a!

'enpu v3gan UCIyTaHHBIU KPUK.

[Tom BecoM B3pOCIIOTO YesIoBeKa BepeBKa OBICTPO HaTSHYJACh, HO, K C4acThio, BaTMeH ocTaBun
HaBepXy [OIUHHYI0 BEPEBKY, I03TOMY OHA He yCIleNla 3aKOHYUTLCS 3@ TaKoe KOPOTKOe BPeMs.
OTtnycTyB BEpeBKy Ha KOPOTKOe BpeMs, baTMeH CHOBa CXBaTHUII €€ U IPUBA3AJ K IEPUTIaM.

B 10T MOMeHT ['eHpH B OJTHOM yKace, ¢ OJIeIHbIM JIUIIOM, 00/IMBasCh IIOTOM.

He ycnen BaTmeHn 3amaTh eMy BOIIPOC, Kak ['eHpH TYT 3Ke 3aroBOPHUI M TOOPOBOJIBHO BEIJTOXKHUIT BCIO
M3BECTHYIO eMy UHGOPMAaIHIO.

— INepen HayaIOM BBICTABKHM KO MHeE IIOAOIIEN HECITOK MPEeCTYIHUKOB U3 OaHab! [IMHTBUHA U
nepeqiaa MHe CTpaHHYI0 KOpoOKy. B KopoOKe jexkaj KaMeHb, IT0X0xXKuit Ha "bpunnuaut Hamexosr".
OHu 3acTaBUIM MEHS 3aMEHUTh €T0 Ha 3TOT KaMeHb! OHU NpeAynpeauan MeHs, 4To 5 He

MOJIKeH OTKPHEIBAaTh KOPOOKY.

— 4 He 3HAIO, YTO 3TO 3a KaM€eHb, HO 3TO TOYHO He OPU/IIMAHT UJIM KaKo#-mubo Apyrol AparoleHHBIN
KaMeHb, KOTOPHIY g y3Haw. Ho g yBepeH, 4TO 3TO AelCTBUTENILHO CTpaIlHeX npeaMeT! HacTosmmi
KaMeHb HecudacThs! Cryxkamui morub 13-3a TOro, 4YTO MPUKOCHYJICA K 9TOMY KaMHIO, II0TOMY 4TO
OTKPHBUT KOPOOKY B TOT MOMEHT!

— 41 3Hal0, YTO 3TO 3BYYUT abCYpPAHO, HO S KIISHYCh, UTO KaXKI0€e CJI0BO — IIpaBhaa. ITOT KAMeHb
[omKeH ObITh 3aleYaTaH BHYTPU LIKATYIKU, YTOOH! CAepPXKaTh €ro 3JIyI0 CUIy!

rerI/I 00BSICHUII BCe Ha OOHOM [OBIXaHHWH, a 3aTEM B3MOJIUJICA:

— Batmen! 310 Bce, 4TO g 3HA0; OOJILIIE OHM MHE HUUET0 He CKa3allu.



— OHH IPOCTO MOIPOCUITHN TeOST 3aMEHUTh HAaCTOSIIUN OPUIUIMAHT U GOJIbIIe HUYETr0? — CIIPOCHIT
B3TMeH ¢ OTTEHKOM PaCcTePSIHHOCTH.

— Koneuno! — tBepmo ckazan ['enpu.
— JTO0 BCe, YTO OHU CKa3aJIXd MHE CclenaTh.
— Torpa roe xKe Hactosmuk "bpunnuant Hagexpe"?" — mpopmorkan crpamiBaTh baTtmen.

— ¢ monoXun ero B...
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