B To ke BpeMs B KHUJIOM paliOHe [ajieKo B ropofe L[3sH, B MpayHO! U TYCKJION KOMHATe, llapuia
JXyTKad ¥ Imyraiomas aTMmocdepa.

YepHas TKaHb 3aKphiBajla BCe UCTOYHUKY COJIHEYHOI'O CBETA, & B CaMOM I[eHTPe KOMHATHL CTOSII
TEeMHBII TePeBSHHBIN CTOI.

Ha cTone mexan gepeBsiHHBIN IpeaMeT He0OBYHOM (HOPMEI, TIOJIHOCTBIO YEePHBIH, ITIOX0XKUM Ha 3MEI0,
CTOALIYI0 BePTUKAIbHO U U3JTy4alOIIy0 NCKIIOYUTEILHO YXKacCaollyo aypy.

Ecnu mpucMOTpPeThCs, TO MOKHO OBIJIO 3aMETHUTh, YTO YepPHOe [IePeB0 3TOr0 MpPeaMeTa IOPa3uTeIbHO
HAIoOMKHAIO TO, 4To JIu Mimao mepzkan B pyKe, HO 3TOT BHITIsAAEN 6omee 602KeCTBEHHBIM U OB
3HAYUTENTbHO 0OJIbIIIE — OKOJIO METPa B BEICOTY.

Bechk mon KoMHaTH OBIT 3aCTaBIeH OeCUrCIeHHEIMY OeIBIMM CBeYaMH M MHOT'OYHCIEHHBIMHU
3aragJo4YHeIMK CUMBOJIaMH, HaY€PTAaHHBIMHA Ha II0JTY.

9T0 OBIJIO 1TOX0XKE Ha CTPAHHBIA OKKYJIbTHEIM PUTYasl, KOTOPHIM MOXKHO OBIJIO HAlTH TOIBKO B KHUTaX.

B 1eHTpe 3TOro OrpOMHOTO KOJTMYeCTBA CUMBOJIOB, OKPY2KEHHbIH CMeChio OeJIbIX U KPACHBIX CBeUEH,
CTOSIJI JIBICHIM CTapUK.

OH OBIn OfeT B HEOOBIYHOe ofgesdHue, IIoxXoxKee Ha MOHAIlleCKoe, HO C HEKOTOPEIMHU OTIIMYUSAMH,
KOTOPEIE [eJlalii ero eIe Ooree 3arafjO4YHEIM.

Ero rma3a ObUIM MIOTHO 3aKPHITHEL, ¥ OH BCe BpeMst 60PMOTAJI CJIOBA IO HOC, TIONEPEMEHHO TO
HAIpSTasich, TO Pacciabissch.

Bopyr, cHoBa HaxMypuB OPOBH, CTAPUK PE3KO0 PaCHaxHYyJI I'Ta3a, B KOTOPHIX IMOSBUIIOCH BRIPaKEHUe
He[IOBEePHSI.

OH 3aKpuyas B U3yMJIEHUU:

— HeT! 9Toro #e moxkeT ObITH! Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO!

Cobupasich MOMHATHCS U3 LIeHTPa 3arajfloYHLIX Y30pOB, CTAPHK Hadal HEUCTOBO METAThCS, HapyIIuB
TEeM CaMEBIM CBET CBeueH.

OpHaKoO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTIa OH ITOILITAJICA BCTaTh, OH 3aCThII Ha MECTE, a 3aTeEM, IMIHUPOKO PaCKPEIB
T'Jlla3a, C TPOMKHUM CTYKOM PYXHYII HAd 3€MIII0.

OT cumsl ero nageHus 3eMis U3aasa IyXou 3BYK.

B 3T0 e BpeMs KO BXOAy B KOMHATy BOexkKall YelIOBeK, OfIETHIM TakK e, KaK U CTapuK, C BEIpakeHueM
CTpaxa U 3aKpuya:

— Xo3guH! YT0 crnyuunocs!

He ofpamasi BHMMaHUS Ha JOTOPAOIIMEe CBEeYH, MyKYHHA IIOCIeInT 0OHSITh CBOET0 X03sHHa.

Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT T'Jla3a CTapuKa PaclaXHYIKUCh, IbIXaHWEe MOUYTH COUIIOCH, U B TIOCTIEIHUE
MTHOBEHUS OH IIpo6opMoTan: — ... coxkanew...



Ho...

Ho nuiub HECKOJIBKO XPUILIIBIX CJTOB BRIPBAIOCh M3 €T0 YCT, IPEXIe YeM OH 3aKpHIJ I'1a3a |,
OYeBHUOHO, UCITYCTHUII TOCTIEOHUHN B3OX.

[Ipr3HaKOB XU3HU HE 0CTAJIOCh.

B nmocnengHue MrHOBEHUS KU3HU €MY II0Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH IMePEeMEeCTHUIICA BO BDEMEHU U YBUOEIL
MOJIOOOT O YEJIOBEKA, JE€PXKABIIETr0 B PYKAX Ty CaMYIO NEPEBAHHYIO pe3b6y, KOTOPYIO OH HMCIIOJIb30Ball
OJId CBOET0 3aKJIMHaAHHUA.

Ho 3a criuHoi 10HOIIM MOSIBUIACh TUTAHTCKAs Q)Hrypa C KOCO11.

TemHBIE U XKYTKHE I'lla3ad (bPIl"ypr JIMIIUJIA €T0 ObIXaHus, U B COCTOAHUU 0e3BomTUs U CTpaXa ero
CO3HaHHEe PacCCedaocCk.

OmHOBpPEeMEeHHO CO CMepPThIO CTapuKa Ha KIanbuille nepeBsiHHAs 3Mes B pyke JIu Mmao mpeBpaTuiach
B TIeTIeJ], PaclaBIIKCh Ha TIOPOIIKO00Pa3Hyo0 CyOCTaHIINIO, KOTOPYIO Pa3Besisi BeTep.

Yro xacaetcsa camoro JIu Mmao, To ero JIUIO CTAIO 3aMeTHO OeqHee.

YepT!

OH noHec 6obIIHe MoTepu!

Hcnonb3oBaHue HaBEIKA CTOWIO eMy 96 jieT XKu3Hu!

U 410 3TO HOKaA3kIBaeT?

9TO0 03HaYao, YTO y IPOTUBHUAKA OCTaBaJIOCh ellle 48 net Ku3Hu!

JIu Mgao nouyBcTBOBas ceOs yKacHO!

[Toxoxke, B 6ymylieM eMy ClefyeT UCIOIb30BaTh HaBLIK "KinuHOK CMepTH" 0CTOPOXKHO!
HukTO He 3Has, CKOJIBKO KU3HU OCTaJIOCh y IPOTUBHUKA!

Ecnu mpOTHBHUK OKaXKeTCs MTOKHUIEIM MOHCTPOM C OCTAaTKOM XKU3HHU B CTO JIET, Pa3Be OH He OymeT
obpeueH?

He ctouTt gymats, 4TO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO!
OH yXKe CTalKUBaiCd C IPUUYLIABOU IPUPOLOM 3TOTO MUpa.

[ToaToMy, maxe ecjIl OH CTOJIKHETCS C YeM-TO, YTO IIPOTUBOPEUYUT 3TPABOMY CMBICITY, OH He OyHeT
yOUBJIEeH!

Ha xnapbuie 3puTeny, yBUOEB CUTYALMIO C JePEBIHHOM 3Meel B pyke JIu Vpao, 3amoryani.
9T0 He MONAaBalIoCh HAYYHOMY 00BSICHEHUIO!
HeyxXenu OKKyTbTH3M NeHCTBUTENBHO CYIIEeCTBYyeT?

OpHaKO 3T0, HECOMHEHHO, OBIJIO OYeHb CTPaHHO!



CoycTsi, Ka3anoch, 1eflyl0 BeYHOCTh, BCe Hayald NPUXOauTh B ce0s. XyaHmy I[I3HBIOHE TEPBHIM
IIarHyJ1 BIiepen u mocMorpen Ha Jlu Upao.

— JIn... rocnoguH JIu, 3TO... 9TO...

OH He 3HAaJl, YTO CIIPOCUTb UJTU O YEM CIIPOCHUTbH, HO €My HYKEH OBITT OTBET.

Ecnu 681 ero camoo6ajanye He ObIIO JOCTATOYHO CHJIBHBIM, OH MOT OBl HaYaTh APOXKATh.
TeM He MeHee, ero JIUI0 OLUI0 HEOORYaliHO OIeqHEIM!

OnHu BuOEeNM He TOJIBKO AEePEBSHHYIO CTATyITKy 3Meu B pyke JIu Upao.

B To ke BpeMs OHM YBUIENH ellle 60Jiee MPUUYYATUBYIO KapTHHY!

Korpa JIu imao TOIBKO YTO UCIIOIb30BAN HABHIK, UTO-TO IIPOU3ONILIO0, ¥ OH HE UMEJI HA MaJIeHIlIero
IpeficTaBiIeHus 06 3TOM.

He3zaBucumo 0T TOro, UCI0JIb30Bal iU OH KIIMHOK CMepTI/I NN Py'Ky bora, 3Ty HaBEIKK OKa3bIBaIu
omnpenesieHHOe BIINAHNE Ha OKPYXKaloIIuX.

OHM 3aCTaBIsANIA OPYTUX BUAETh TO, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO OOBSICHUTD HAYKOM.
Hamnpumep, Toneko yTo JIu mao CIOBHO OKYTaJi0 YePHBIM TyMaHOM!

Ho caMbIM BazXKHBIM OBLIO TO, UTO BCe, Ka3ajI0Ch, BUE/IM OSBIEHNE TUTAHTCKOM QUTYPHI, 3aTAHYTOH
B YEpHBHIN xasnaT. B ee pyke Ovlna MaccuBHas Koca!

Mpausnsii Kuerr!

TakoBa Onlyla IepBasi peakius Bcex!

Onuako caM JIu Ugao Huuero 3Toro He Buper!
Ecnu ObI OH BUIEN, TO, BO3MOXKHO, YTO-TO BCIIOMHUII!

I'naps Ha omenomnenHoro Xyanny lIsabionsd, JIu oao criokoitHO cKa3at:

— Bce B mopsgKe, BCe PEIeHO.

— Temepb MBI MOKEM Pa3pPHITh MOTHITY. ¢ y2Ke Halles MOAXOsiiee MeCTo moOMu30CTy. [laneko
OTXOUTH HE HYXKHO.

— Ham mpocTo HykHO n36eraTh TOPHOTO IIHKA IPSIMO ITepe HaMH.
— Jla, mepemecTute ero Ha 300 METPOB BII€BO, — JIETKO cornacuncs Jiu Mpgao.
OH BOCIIOJTb30BaICS QYHKIMEH ONMpeneeHrs] MeCTOMOJIOKEeHHUS.

[Tocne Toro kaK oH norpatu 96 y1eT cBoel XKU3HY, UCN0JIb30BaB KnuHok CMepTH, eMy Ka3ai0Ch, 4TO
OH NOTPATUT YyTh MEHbIIIEe TOfla KU3HU, YTOOH HAUTH MOOXOASIIee MECTO [ MOTHUJIEL.

— 3-3... — Xyanny [II3HBI0Hb ObIJT HA MTHOBEHHUE OIIEJIOMJIEH.



3aTeM OH OBICTPO KUBHYII U CKa3ajl: — X0POIIOo, XOPOIIO, 51 PACIOPsIKyCh, YTOOH! JIIOAU Hadalu
CTPOUTEIBLCTBO MIPSIMO cenyvac!

B atot momeHT oTHOWeHKe XyaHny [I9HE0HA K JIu a0 m0MHOCTEI0 U3MEHUTIOCE.
Panbiie o oTHOCUsCS K JIu Mgao ckopee 13 mo4TeHUs K COOCTBeHHOMY ey, XyaHmny Llu.

Ha camowm piene Xyaumny Llu Bcerga 3amuirnai BHyKa OT BCEro HEOORIYHOTO, Orpaxmias ero oT
HeOOBSICHUMBIX SIBIIEHUM U n30eras 1H00bIX BO3MOXKHBIX PUCKOB.

Iaxe ceyac, ecnu Ovl He pob6yema ¢ oTioM Xyauny [Isabions, Xyanny Ly He mo3Bonua Obl BHYKY
00paTUTHCS 3a MOMOIIBI0 K JIu Maao.

[To muenuto Xyanny Ly, meno 3aKOHYUIIOCH Obl, KAK TOJIHKO OHO JOILIO ObI 0 HETO, ¥ €70 IOTOMKH
MOTJIX OBI JKUTH CIIOKOHHO.

Ho o n IIpeaCTaBUTh cebe He MOT, 9TO KTO-TO JIpyTOfI BOCIIOJIB3YETCs TeM K€ METOOO0M, YTOOHI
HaBPEeOUTh €MY.

OH IpeKpacHO IOHUMAJ, YTO IIPOU3OIIIO.

Orern JIu Mpgao npexynpexnan ero, 4To0 OH ObIJT 0CTOPOXkKEH, 0CO6eHHO Ha IIO3THUX JTalax,
TIOCKOJIBKY [IPYTHE MOTYT IOMBITAThCS TPUCBOUTD IIJIOMH €70 TPUALATUIIETHETO YIIOPHOTO TPYy/a.
[To3TOMY OH IIPHUCTABHUII OXPAaHy K MOTHJIE ITPEHKOB.

Ho HeoxXugaHHO KTO-TO BCE XK€ Halllen J'Ia3efIKy.

Ecnu Obl oHU He npuriacunu JIu Mgao Ha MOMOIIb ¥ He PaCKPBUIM CUTYAINIo, TO TPUOLATUIIeTHSSA
CJlaBa WX CEMbU U BCE, UTO OHU HAKOIUJIU, CTAI0 ObI YyKUM [IOCTOSTHUEM.

Iaxe ero xkepTBa Oblsia OBl HAIIPACHOM, & BHITOAY MOIy4YUsIN OBl IPyTHE 3a eT0 CYeT.

9T0 OBIT XUTPHIM TPIOK, KOTHOA Ha HET0 JIOXKUINCH BCE HETaTUBHEIE MTOCIIEICTBUS, a TOT, KTO
IIPOJEeJIbIBAJI 3TOT TPIOK, ITOIy4asl BCe BHITOMHL.

K cuacTsio, Temepb Bce OBIIO y/1axkKeHO, ¥ OH MOT CIIOKOMHO VHUTH.

Opnako, rinsapgd Ha Jlu Mpao, Xyanny Ly He Mor OoTHenaThCs 0T HepealbHOU MBICTIH.

B ero rima3ax MenbKHYyJa Hagexpaa.

[ToxonebaBIch MI'HOBEHHUE, OH CHEal Iar BIepe[ ¥ MOYTUTEIbHEIM TOHOM ITPOU3HEC.

— IInemsiHHKK Mao, BBl CIy4YaiHO He 3HaeTe, CKOJIbKO BPeMEHM MHEe OCTAaJIoCh XUTh? ECTh 1mu
croco0 MPOO/IUTh MOE HaX0XKAeHUEe B 3TOM MUpE?
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