*onuzon 2**

— ...THI TONBKO YTO CKa3aja, YTO XOYeIllb BOIKa? — IIepecCIipoCuil OTel B 3aMeIlIaTEeJIbCTBE.

Kak 1 oxXuganoch, OH HUKaK He 0XKHUal, 4TO g IIOIIPOIIy BOJIKA B Ka49€CTBE IIOAdPKAd.

— Jla. B kayecTBe mogapka Ha JeHb POXKAEHUS S X0Uy 9TOT0 BOJIKA.

91 CTIOKOMHO yKa3asa Ha MuxasJis, KOTOPEIM HaXOJUJICS B KJIeTKe, IOATBePXK/asi CBOH CJIOBA.

— XM...

OTe1n OBITT HACTOMBKO ITOPaXKEH MOMM HEOXMIAHHKIM TpeboBaHWEM, YTO HEKOTOPOE BpeMS He MOT
HAWUTH CJIOB.

4 nuib crerka mnoxara Ijae4aMy, H&6HIOI[8.${ 3a TéM, KdK Ha ero JInlle M'HOBEHHO IIOSABUJIOCH
CepPhe3HO0€E BRHIPaAXKEHNe.

— Tl XKe CKa3aJl, 4YTO KyNHUIIb MHe BCe, YTO S 3aX04uy?

— Ho gaxe HecMOTps Ha 9T0... Bonk B KauecTBe nomapka... — OTell, HakOHell, IIpUIles B cebs U,
HaXMYyPUBIINCH, OPOCUT BTN Ha Muxass.

Korpma ux B3T7IsIbl BCTPETUIHCh, MUXasb BHOBb 3aphivali, 06HaXKUB 3yOhl. ITO yrpoXKaloIiee
TOBeeHKe 3aCTaBUJIO JIMIIO OTIIA CTATh elle 00jlee CepPhe3HBIM.,

— CxonbKo OBl 51 HA AyMaJl, 3TOT BOJIK CJIMIIKOM omaceH. Eciu Tebe x04eTcsi 3aBeCTU XKUBOTHOE, TO
Jydiiie BEIOpATh KOT0-TO 60Jiee CIIOKOWHOTO. ..

— Hert. MHe HpaBUTCAd UMEHHO 3TOT BOJIK.

4 pelruTenbHO ITOKaYasia rOJI0BOM, BHOBh YKa3biBasg Ha Muxasns. OTell, He 0XKUOABIINN TAKOTO
YIIPSIMCTBa C MOEY CTOPOHBI, ellle CUIbHEee HaXMypPHUJICS.

U B 3TOT MOMEHT...

— Hoporo#, CunTud, BE 00a 37eCch? — Pa3garncs rojoc MaTepu CHapy Ky IaiaTKH, U JIUIO OTLa TYT
JKe TTPOCBETIIENO.

Bckope oBepb manaTKy BHOBL OTKPHIJIACh, U MATh BOIIJIA BHYTPE.



— 4 yx mymara, Kyfa BCe IOeBaJIUuCh, a BHl 3[€ECh.

Ona nerkoy noxonKoy MOMOLIIa ¥ BCTala pAfoM ¢ HaMu. OTer TyT XKe LIardyJl Bllepen U IpenIokKuil
el PyKy.

— OCTOpO}KHee, TBI MOZXKeIIb YIIaCThb.

— Hy Bot, onsTh. JItogu MOTYT OOyMaTh, YTO S MaJeHbKUM pe6eHOK, — mpobopMoTasa MaTth, CJieTKa
BOpYa, HO BCe XKe I10JI0XKUIa PYKY Ha PYyKy oTua. [loxoxke, ee He CIIUIIKOM pa3fpaxkasa ero
ype3MepHad 3aborTa.

— Hrak, moporas, TH yxKe BbiOpasa cebe mofapok?

— Ila. d TonBKO 4TO IIOIIPOCHIIa OTIA KYIIMTh MHE€ BOH TOT'O.

4 ykazana Ha Muxaass, CUASIIETO B KJIETKe, CTapasich He oOpalaTh BHUMaHUS Ha HEKHOCTH
poOuTenen.

—...0, oTO BONK, ma?

Hakonern 3amMeTrB Muxasyis, MaTh IPUKPEIIA POT PYKOH ¥ LIMPOKO PaCKphIIa riiasa.

— 4 cny4yaliHO HATKHY/IACh Ha HET'0 ¥ OH MHe ITOHPABUIICS. ECIU THI He IIPOTHUB, S XOTesa OBl
IIOJIYYUTE €T0 B KaYeCTBe IoflapKa Ha OeHb POXKOEHHUS.

A cnerka HaIIPATIIACh, O2KHOad PeaKIuu MaTepH.

Ecnu ToBOpUTH 0 CaMO¥ BIUSITENIbHOM JTUYHOCTHU B IOMe Tepiiora IBeprpuHa, To 3To, 6€3yCII0BHO,
MarTh.

Ecnu oHa cornacuTcs, TO 0Tell TOXKE, CKOpee BCero, C HEO0XOTOM HJacT pa3penieHue.

Ho ecnu oHa oTKaXeTcs, TO ¥ OTell He pa3peliuT, Kak Obl S HU cTapasiack.

— KoHeuHO, OH KpaCUBEIY, HO... CIPABUMCS JIX MBI C TAKUM KPYIIHEIM 3BepeM? — Marts, Bce ellle
COMHeBasCh, MpoOopMOTaa, ¥ OTeLl TYT XKe MOoAJepKaIl ee.

— 41 ToxXKe mymalo, UTO 3TOT BOJIK HE TIOOXOOUT B KauecTBe mojgapka. [IocMOTpH Ha ero HEMOKOPHBIH
B3rJIsA. KaxeTcs, 4To OH MOXKET KOT0-TO YOUTH B JIIO0YI0 MUHYTY.



— XMM... [IeiCTBUTEILHO, ETO XdpPaKTepP He KaXKeTCA MATKHUM, — MaThb COI'JIaCHUJIaCh, X OTeIl
00JIeTYEeHHO BEIJOXHYII. 4 egBa 3aMeTHO OOKHYJIAa A3BIKOM.

«...IToxoxe, IPUAETCS TaWHO BEIBE3TU MUXaass, faxke eC/IU IPUAETCS IOTPATUTh COOCTBEHHbIE
OEeHLI'H.»

4 yXe Hayasla BCepbe3 Pa3MBIIUISATh O TOM, KaK He3aMeTHO [JIs PONUTeNIel JOCTaBUTh MUXa3s B
IIOMEeCThbe, KoTrfa...

Marts, raaas Ha Muxasss, BOPYT YIEIOHYTack.

— Ho Bce ke, MBI He MOXXeM OCTaBUTh PAHEHOE XKMBOTHOE B TAKOM COCTOSTHHUHM, TAK YTO JIyYIIe
3abpaTh ero ¢ coOoM.

ITocsne 3TUX CIIOB MaTepHu OTel BRITJIAENI COBEPIITEHHO OIMIEJIOMJIEHHEIM.

«ITomy4umnocs!»

4, mukys npo cebs, IOCMOTpeNa Ha OTIA.

— 3HAYuT, PeIIeHo?

Tenepb, KOIr'Ia I'JlaBHad CHJIa B CeMbe, MO MaTh, dadajlda CBO€ COTJIaCHue, OCTAaBAJIOCh TOJIBKO BEIKYIIUTH
Muxasmng u BEPHYTBLCA B IIOMECThE.

— ...IToxoxe, BEIOOPA HET.

Oren TSKeNo B3MOXHYJI X1 BHOBE IT0O3BaJl PEIIIAPA, KOTOprI;I CTOsAII Ha CTPaze y BXOHa B IIaJIaTKYy.

BuguMo, OH MOHSII, YTO HabHEHINee COMPOTHBIIeHNe 6eCII0Ie3Ho.

— IlpuBenu crofa ynpasisiioOLIEro.

— Ia, cap!

[Tocme 3TOT0 ayKIMOH IOIIeN Kak o0 Maciy.

YrpaBnsiomuii, KOTOPOTO IPUBEIT PHILlaph, CPa3dy y3HAJ OTIa ¥ IPHUHSIICS 3aUCKUBATH Iepey HUuM,



yYBEpsAd, 9TO XOTA 3TOT BOJIK U HE IIPeAHa3Ha4daJICA OJId IIPOJAazKK, OH I'OTOB OTAATE €TI0 3da PAa3YMHYIO
I[IeHy, €CJIii TAKOBO Hallle KeJIaHue.

XoT4 51, 3Has OpUTHMHAIbHYI0 HCTOPHIO, CUMTala ero CJI0Ba HECKOIBKO CTPaHHEIMHU, OTell, II0X0XKe, He
Ipuganl 3TOMy 0co00T0 3HaUYEeHHUS.

Korpga Bce pacueTs! OBIIN 3aBepIleHBI, CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO YacOB S OTIIPaBUIIACh IOMOM C IAlleHTOM,
3aMaCKMPOBAHHEIM IO IIOJIaPOK Ha NeHb POXKIEHUS.

)%k

[To myTu B moMecThe 51 6€CIIOKOUIIAaCh O TOM, YTO MuXasyb MOXKET YCTPOUThL 6eCcropsigok, HO, K
CYaCThIO, OH BeJl ce0s CIIOKOMHO Ha MPOTSIXKEHUU BCEU MOPOTH.

«MHTepecHO, KaK OH cebsi YyBCTBYeT?»

Bo BpeMs OCTaHOBKHU [OJIA OTObIXa A HaAIIPpAaBMJIIACh K KJIETKE Muxasnd, YTOORI IIPOBEPUTE €T0
COCTOAHUE.

Ceituac kneTka ¢ Muxassnem Obljla B cCaMOM KOHIIe KapaBaHa. [103TOMy, KpoMe KakK BO BPpEMS TaKUX
OCTaHOBOK, ITOJIONTH K HEMY U IIPOBEPUTH €TI0 COCTOSIHUE OBLIO CIIOXKHO.

— Jlemu.

Korma s moporia 6/1uKe K KJIeTKe, PHIIapy, OXPaHsSIBIINE ee, BeXKJIUBO ITOIMPUBETCTBOBAIM MEHS.

— OH MOXKeT ObITH OTIaCeH, M03TOMY He MOAXONUTE CIIUIIKOM OI13KO.

— Xopotio, 6yoy 0CTOpOXKHa.

4, cobmomas 6e3omacHoe PaCCTOsiHKMEe, BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTPEJIa Muxasng. K c4acTsio, ero
COCTOAHMNE OKa3aJIOCh JIy4Ille, 4YeM g OKHaald.

«OH BBIKUI TOJIBKO O1arogaps TOMY, YTO SIBJIS€TCS 3BepoueioBeKoM. Ecnu Okl 0H ObIT OOBIYHEIM
3BEPEM HJIU YEJIOBEKOM, TO, BO3MOKHO, YK€ He BBIKUI OBL.»

B 3TOM Mupe 3BepOMIOAbMU Ha3bIBa/IM JII0fIeH, KOTOpble MOTJIH ITPeBPAIlaThCS B JKUBOTHBIX.

Wx ¢pusnyeckue CriocOOHOCTH 3HAUUTEIIBHO ITPEBOCXOIUIIN CITIOCOOHOCTH OOBIYHAIX JTIOMEH, U B
3aBHCHMOCTH OT TOTO, B KAKOI'0 3BePSI OHK MOTJIM IIPEeBPAIaThCs, X IOBEeHNe TaKXKe OTIHYAI0Ch.



HWuorma cpenn HuX BCTPEeYaJlluCh 06HaI[aTeJII/I YHUKAJIBHBIX CII0COOHOCTEM, HO 9TO OBLIM 0YEHb penkue
CJIy4adu OaxKe Cpean 3BEPOYEeJIOBEKOB.

«Ecnu g IIPaBUJIBHO IIOMHIO, Y Muxaasnsa YHUKAJNIbHAA CHJIa — CBePX4YeJIOBe4dYeCKasd MOIIb.»

¢ MeTbKOM B3TJISIHYIa Ha Muxasss.

CoracHO OPUTHMHAIBHON UCTOPUM, MUXadJb 00/1afal TaKoi OTPOMHOM CHUJION, YTO MOT T'OJILIMU
pyKamu pa30uTh KaMeHb.

WHBIMY CTTOBAMU, €CIIU OBl OH 3ax0TeJ1, TO MOoT OBI JIETKO Pa3pyHinuTh KJIIETKY U cOexarTh.

«KoHeuHo, 3T0 OB1I0 ObI BO3MOXKHO TOJIBKO €CJIM OB OH OB ITOJTHOCTBIO 3[[OPOB. »

He3aBucuMoO OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO CHJIEH 3BEPOYEIIOBEK, II0CJIe TAaKUX CePhe3HBIX PAaHEHUH eTo
IOBUKEHUS OyIyT OrpaHAYeHH.

XOTs ero BOCCTaHOBJIEHUE U 6YJIGT 6BICTpee, 4YeM Yy 9eJIOBEKa, BCe PABHO HOTpeﬁyeTCﬂ HEeKOTOopoe
BpewMs, YTOOBI ITOJTHOCTHIO BEI3IOPOBETE.

«...Ho Bce Xke, C 4ero oH Tak NPUCTaJIbHO HA MEHSI CMOTPUT?»

4 MenieHHO 3aKphljia I'Jla3a U CHOBa UX OTKphUIa. [10 KaKoU-TO mpuunHe Muxassb He OTBOOUI OT
MeHs B3rJIsAfa C CaMOro Hadasna.

<<1'queMy OH TaK Ha MEHA CMOTpI/IT?»

He Bups cMbiciia u3beraThb €ro B3TJIsiAa, S MUJIO yIsIOHYyIach Muxasiio. B oTBET OH pe3kKo
OTBEPHYJICS, KaK OYyATO YBUIEN YTO-TO HETIPUSITHOE.

«Komrounit Kakou.»

4 crepna yneIOKY C JIUIA U TAKeJI0 B3NOXHYIIa.

Y MeHs OBIIO CHIBHOE IIpeg4YyBCTBHE, YTO 3TO IIYTEHIECTBHUE HE 6YI[GT JIETKHM.
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TeM BpeMeHeM, B TOT XKe 4ac.



Muxasmnb YKpaJZ[KOfI B3TJIAHYII Ha Cunruio, CTOABIIYIO IIepen HUM.

«...Jloxoxke, 9Ta IeByIIKa MeHsI COBCeM He OOUTCS.»

Craugana, Korga MH BCTPETHUIINCE HA aYKIIMOHE, OHA TOXK€ TaK cebs Bena.

MeHst yIuBISiET, KaK CIIOKOMHO OHA MOAXOOUT KO MHE C TAKUM PABHOOYIIHEIM BhHIpaKeHUEM JIHIIA.

«Ee 30BYyT CunTHS, €eCclu g IIPAaBUJIBHO IIOMHIO. »

CuHTHS OBEPrpUH.

Ee uMs ObIIO U3BECTHO KAaXKIOMY apHUCTOKPATY, KTO XOTh Pa3 CJIBIIIAI O HeH.

Haxe 51, He MHTEPECYIOMINICS YYKUMU iejlaMi, 3Ha/l ee UM, TaK YTO 3TO O MHOTOM I'OBODHUT.

«...JIuno y Hee NeUCTBUTENILHO KPACUBOE, KaK TOBOPST.»

Muwuxassb paBHOAYILIHO ocMaTpuBajl CUHTHUIO.

[TmaTuHOBLIE BOJIOCH], ONIECTsIINe Ha COJIHIE, Oesas u IIpO3paydHad KO02XKd, 3aragO49YHbIE€ CEPHIE I'lla3a U
nnaeajgbHO CJIOZKEHHBIE YEPTHI JINIlda Ha MUHUATIOPHOM JIXIIE.

OOGBEKTHBHO TOBOP4, OEBYIIKA IIePed HUM OBl7Ia OYeHb KpaCHBa.

«HW 4To ¢ Toro? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO CTPaHHAs JKeHIIMHa, KoTopas IOIPOoCHiia KyIIuTh BOJIKa B
Ka4yecTBe MoflapKa Ha JeHb POXKIEHUSI».

Muxasne TUXO YCMEXHYIICA.

OH cJbIIIam, 4To Cpenon apuCTOKPATOB MHOT'IA BCTPEYAKTCA T€, KTO IIPHUBO3UT PEIKKUX MarndeCKux
3Bepe171 " OEePXKUT UX KaK JOMAITHUX 2KUBOTHBIX. [Toxoxe, CuHTHSA SBepl"pI/IH Onlta OMHOM M3 TAaKUX
Tonen ¢ HU3BPAlll€eHHBIMU BKYyCaMH.

«He noBe3no. CHauana CTONKHYJCSA C HaeMHBIM yOuillel, a Teleps elle U MpofaH TaKoi XKeHIUHe».

Mwuxasnb TOPHKO YCMEXHYJICS, BCIOMUHAS COOBITHS TOCTEOHUX IHEH.

OKoJ10 OBYX mHEY Ha3aj OH IT0 MPUTJIAIIeHII0 UMIIEPAaTOpPa BIIEPBHIE 3a [IOJIT0e BPEMS TOCETUIT
UMIEPATOPCKUi mBopell. [IpuynHa, Mo KOTOPOM UMIIEPaTOp ero mo3BaJl, Oblla IIPoCTa: OH XOTEN



IIo0O0IIaTLHCS U T000enaTh C CEMbeH.

[Tocne aToro HempuATHOTO 06ena Muxasmb 0TKA3ajcs 0T MPEAJIOKEHNUS UMIIEPAaTOPa OCTaThCS
TIOMOJIbIIIE U Cpa3y XKe MOKUHYJ aBopell. OH 3HaJs, YTO 0CTaBaThCS TaM [OJIT0 He IIPUHECET HUYETro
XOPOIIEero — Tak ObIJIO yKe He pas.

U, KaK 1 0XKUOAIOCE.

Kak TONbKO OH IIOKKMHYTI CTOJIMILY, Ha HETO BHE3AITHO HAIlaJIi HaeMHEIE YOUUITE, KAKHM-TO 06pa3oM
y3HaB €r0 MapIIpyT.

Muxasnb 4acTo CTaIKUBAJICS C yrpo3aMu yOUICTBA, T0O3TOMY CIIPABUTHCA C HAEMHUKAMU [JIs1 HETO
He ObUI0 c10KHO. OfHAKO BO BpeMsl 005 OH IOMBITAJICS CIIAaCTH OLHOTO U3 CBOUX MOJYMHEHHHIX U OBLI
paHeH OTPaBJIEHHOU CTPEJION.

HecMmoTpst Ha cBOM CITIOCOOHOCTH, [aXKe 3BePOYELTIOBEK HE MO OCTABAThCS CHUJILHEIM II0CTIE
ToTIaflaHus IO BO3[ENCTBUE sAMla. XOTSI ero BOCCTAHOBIIEHUE IIJI0 OhICTPEe, YeM Y OOBIYHOTO
YyeJI0BeKa, UMMYHHUTETA K SJaM y HeTo He ObIITo.

OpHako HacTOSAIINE HpO6J’IeMbI Ha4aJIuCh IIOTOM.

«Kak xke Tak IMOJTYYHUIIOCh, YTO A IIPEBPATUJICA B BOJIKA UMEHHO TaM?»

Korma ero teso ocia610, HHOTga OH HEBOJILHO MPeBpaliaics B 38epsi. Takoe Ci1y4anoch PemKo, HO B
TOT [ieHb TeJIO He CIYIIAI0Ch.

K cuacTbio, OH GBI JOCTATOYHO HAJeKO OT CBOMX MOJYMHEHHEIX, YTOOH OHU HE YBUIETH
TpaHchopManuio. B mpoTUBHOM Clydae, BeCh MUD Y3HaJI Obl, 9YTO OH 3BEPOUEJIOBEK.

Ho Ha 3ToM ero 6embl He 3aKOHYMIINCE.

Bckope 1oce npeBpalieHus ero 3aMeTHI OXOTHUK Ha MarMdeCcKUX CYIIEeCTB, KOTOPHIHM TPOXOANII
MUMO.

ITocne atoro Muxasib IIpoIIiesI 9yepe3 MHOXKEeCTBO prnHOCTefI 1 B KOHII€ KOHIIOB OKA3aJICA 3allepPT B
KJIeTKe, KaK 3BepPhb.

«41 GBI C yIOBOJILCTBUEM CJIOMaJI 9Ty KJIETKY IIPSIMO cerdac...»

Mwuxasyb I[OKHYIT I3bIKOM, OCMaTPHUBAs KJIETKY, KOTOpasi ero OKpyzKaJa.



Ha camoM fiesie, pa3pyuuTh 3Ty KJIETKY 11 Hero 6bi10 651 He mpo6iemoii. Ho mpo6iema
3aKJII04Yasnach B TOM, 9YTO GyIeT moTOM.

«B MoeM HBIHEIIHEM COCTOSTHUM OpocaThCs Ha phillaped IBeprpuHa Ob110 651 6e3pacCymHO».

Muxasmb TPE3BO OLIEHUJI CUTyadllUIO.

Prittapu OBeprpuHa ObIIM Cepbe3HBIMU NMPOTUBHUKAMU. BBSA3bIBaThHCS B 00M ¢ HUMH, OyIydn
pPaHEeHHIM, 03HAYaJI0 MOIBEPTHYTh Ce0s Cephe3HOM OMaCHOCTH.

«TToxoxe, MHe TIPUAETCS mepxKaTh ce0s1 B pyKaX, II0Ka He ITOIPaBIIIOCh».

CYJIH I10 CKOPOCTH BOCCTAHOBJIEHHU S, €TI0 TEeJIO JOJIZKHO OBIJIO ITOJIHOCTHI0 BOCCTAHOBUTHCS IIPUMEPHO
3a HeJeJlro.

Torpma o cMoxkeT 6e3 mpo6yieM BEPHYTLCS B TIOMECTHE.

«Ceityac, Kak Obl 9TO HU OBIJIO TPYOHO, JIyYIlle TOTEPIEThY.

C TakuMu MBICTSIMU MuXasiib MEIJIEHHO 3aKpPELII I'JIa34d.
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