B tuxoit I'ogpukoBoii JIomuHe, Mo 3Be30HEIM HeO0M, HUUTO He IIPeBelasio HaiBUTaloImencst OeIol.
B mome, roe xunu JTunu u [IKeWMc, phlKeBojI0cas [eBYIIKa IbITadach 0CBOOOIUTh CBOETO MaJIbIIa
13 1106MMOro KOCTIOMa JIbBeHKA, IIOJapeHHOr0 eMy Ha X9JIJIOyuH. Marus cuenana KOCTIOM
OIXOMSIIINM II0 pa3Mepy, a Ha Iilee KpacoBascs HeOOJIBIION X0X0JI0K, UMUTUPYIOIINHI TPUBY.—
lappu Jxeinmc [ToTrTep, — B3moxHyna JIumu, OTKUAOBIBas KaMioOIIOH U 3arjIAAblBasl B CUSIOLINE
3eJIeHble IJ1a3a ChlHA, — IOUAEM, MUJIBIY: II0pa KylaThCA U JIOXKUTHCS ciaTh.— Het! —
3ampoTecTtoBan 'appu, KPemKo CXUMasi TOJ0BY JIbBa. — HuKaKo# BaHHEI, KyOUK... TOPOX, MaMa...
KyOuK ropoxa?— Ilociie BaHHBI, MaJbIII, — 3acMesiyics [[xKeiMc, BXOAs B TOCTUHYIO ¥ TOTOBSI BaHHY,
— TBI CMOKeIllb UTPATh B CBOEM KyOpHKe CKOIbKO yromHo.I'ma3a I'appu 3aropenuck, CII0OBHO B HUX
CBeTuUso conHie. [lepernsgHyBImucs c [IKelMCcOM, OH PafoCTHO 3acMesncsa:— MoxHo, nana? 4
MOry?— CKOJIBKO YTOIHO, — YCMeXHyJIcs [[KelMc, Irafs MepCcTh KOCTIOMa U pacdyechiBasi TPUBY, —
HO TOJIBKO €CJTH ThI Oy[IeIllh XOPOIITUM MaJIeHbKUM JIbBOM U 3aCyHEIIb CBOIO ITYXJIYIO ITOIKY B
aTy...JIumm He ycrea JOTOBOPUTH, Kak ['appy BCHHIIKONW — Tak [[:kelMc Ha3bIBaJl CBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTh
K MTHOBEHHOMY II€peMEeIeHNUI0 — BHIPBAJICS U3 00BSATHI MaTepH, OCTaBUB IT0C/Ie Ce0s MyCTOoN
KOCTIOM. CBepXy IOCJIBILIAJICS BECEJIBIM CMeX, COIIPOBOXKAAaeMbIY 3ByKaMU IIJIeCKa BOAbL. JIumu,
B3[OXHYB, HAJIOXKHMJIa Ha KOCTIOM OYHIIAIOIIe Yaphl, 4To0k ['appu MOT criaTh B HEM. 3aTeM,
CoepXuBas BOJIHEHUE, OHa crpocuia:— [loueMy 0oH Bcerga roBopuT "HeT", KOr[a 4 IPOIIy, a Korma
THI IIPOCHUIII, OH Cpa3y AeflaeT, YTO THl X04ellb?— [T0TOMy YTO HU OUH JIeB B IIpalife He OCIyLIaeTCs
KOpoJs, — paccMesinics [IxKelMc, u3aB (HaabIIUBLIA PHIK, KOTOAa OHU ITOJHUMAJIUCH 110
necTHule.JIuny, B3BOJIHOBaHHAS, OCTaHOBUJIACH Ilepel BaHHOU. [I;KelMC JIETOHbKO IIOCTy4Yall B
IBEPB, B €T0 TOJI0CE CIIBIIIANIOCh Becelibe:— ¢ CIIBINIY, KaK TaM yOUpaeTCs XOPOIIui ThBeHOK?— [la,
nana! — BockNukKHYJ ['appy, BeI3BaB cMex [IxkenMca. JIunu cMaxHysa ciesy ¢ rinasa. OHa He Moria
MIOHSATD, ToYeMy ['appu Ka3ascs yMHee 0OBIYHBIX IeTEel, HO pajioBarach ero HEBUHHOCTHU. Korga
I>keiMC BOIIeT B BaHHYIO, yIbIOKa JIvmu moMepkia. OHa OMyCTHIa B3I, CXKUMasi B PyKax KOCTIOM,
U B ee Ijla3ax YATAJIUCh TPeBora U nedasnb. OHa CMOTpesia Ha MUJIBIA KOCTIOM U AiyMajia O HEBUHHOM
cMexe ChblHa, KOTOPHIM TakK 00Ul ero HOCUTh. EC/iy 4TO-TO MONOeT He Tak... eCJIM UX 3aCTaBsT... OHa
He MOTJIa IIPeJCTaBUTh, YTO MOTEPsSeT CBoero pebeHka.— JIumc? — crnpocun [xeuMc, 3aMETUB ee
BCTPEBOXKEHHHIN B3rJsah. OH BEICYHYII TOJIOBY U3 BaHHOM, U JIuIu paccMesnach, yBULEB MBIIbHbEIE
y3BIPH, IOKPHIBAIOIIIKE €T0 TOJIOBY, ¥ OPHI3TY BOOHI Ha JIHIlE, IIIe€ U BOJIOCAX. YBUAEB CBOET0 MYXKa,
Kopors npaifa [ToTTepoB, MOKPOTO U Ipa3HOro, JIunu paccMesnach.— Thl MOXKeEIIb BOUTHA? ITOT
MaJIeHbKHH y3Kac TOJIBKO YTO 0OpBI3rasl MeHs, IIOTOMY YTO IYMAaeT, YTO S He IT03BOJII0 eMy CHOBa
HapsxkaThecsd. 9 KsgHyCh, [TagdyT yuun ero manocTsaM, I0Ka Mbl He CMOTPeu.— f Uy, — cKasana
JIunu ¢ HageXKmoM, BXOMS B BaHHYI0. YBUEB CBOM MI0OMMBIN KOCTIOM B MaMUHBIX pyKax, ['appu
ycmokourscsi. O0a Kymanu ero, ¥ flaxke IO3BOJIUIY I1alle BEIMBIThH €T0 HEITIOKOPHBIE YEPHEIE BOJIOCHL.
OH xuxuKam OT LIeKOTKH, KOT[la Mo4yaJika Kacaiach ero riagkoi Koxu. HakoHell, 3aBEpHYTHIA B
OoblII0e MYIINCTOE TI0JI0TEHIe, MalleHbKUY ['appy, COrpeThit 00BATUSIMU OTIa, ObLI epenaH JIumu.
I>KeMC oCTaJICsl BHITUPAThCS U yOMpaTh BOAY M3 BaHHLEL. BepHyBIIMCh BHU3, JIUTK yCTPOUIIACh Ha
IuBaHe, IpuXkaB K cebe ceiHa. OHa TPyCTHO yNHIOHYIACh €My, YYBCTBYS €ro0 IIOKOM, KOT[a OH
obuuMan ee. OCTOpoxKHO yOpaB "rpuBy" ¢ rna3, JIuIu HeXKHO IolieJioBaia ero B JI06 1 mpollenTana: —
Tol mpekpaceH, ['appu [xeimc; u3 Te0S IONYYUTCSA 3aMeyaTeNIbHBIM MalbulK, YOUBUTEIbHEIN
MOJIOMIO¥ BOMIIEOHHUK H... IeHCTBUTEIFHO NOCTOMHLIM HACIeIHUK BJIACTH TBOETO Markl... o0oux...0Ha
3acMessach, Korga ['appu nmpuzxarscs K Hel U npoiuentan:— Mama... Xo4elllb IeceHKy?— Tl XKe
3Haelb, OH 6e3 Hee He YCHeT, — moOaBun [IkeiMc, TOSIBIASACH Ha JTeCTHUIIE. JIUIu rpycTHO
yNBIOHYIach, IOTJIaXKKBas ChIHA 10 BoJiocaM. TUX0 B3[JOXHYB, OHA HadaJja MeThk: 4 4acTo MeYTasa o
nmanekux Kpasx,['nme xpaeT MeHs OOMBINON U Teibii npueM.[Ie TONME TUKYIOT, yBUAeB Moe nuiio. v
T'0JIOC TBEPIUT, YTO UMEHHO 3IeCh MHEe CYXKIeHO ObITh.4 Haliy MOPOry, s CMOT'Y IIPOUTH BECh
nyTh.OMHAXKIH S IPUAY Ty[a, eciau Oymy CUIbHBEIM. {1 3Hal0, YTO Kaxkaas Mujs 6ymeT CTOUTh MOUX
ycunuii.f rotoBa MoNUTH MOYTH KyHa YTOMHO, JTUIIh OB TIOYYBCTBOBATEL Ce0s CBOEH...3aKOHYHUB MECHIO,
Jlunu omycTuia rna3a ¥ yBUAesa, 4To ['appu npuxKanics K Hell, ero MaJieHbKHe PY4YKY JieXXalu Ha ee
cepaue. OH 6e3MSATEKHO yIbI0AsICS, ABIIIal POBHO U CIIOKOMHO, TOTPYKEHHBIN B COH, MEUTHl 1
VIOBOIBLCTBUS, OCTYIIHEIE TOJIBKO PeOeHKY. PsamoM ¢ Helt [I:KelMC CMaxXHYJI CJIe3y C rila3a u



mpoienTtan:— [IymMaio, Tak Mbl OyIeM KBUTHI: I MOT'Y UCKYIIaTh €T0, a Thl — YI0XKHUTh caTh.— OH
IIpeKpaceH B TAKOM BHUME, — COTJIacuIach JIumu, mogHUMas ChIHA ¥ Ienys ero B 100. — IToiimem,
norpoOyeM YI0XKUTh ero, ToKa OH CHOBA He MPOCHYJIcsI.OfHaKo, KOTa OHYM IIOOHUMAIKCh HaBepXx,
CIIOKOMCTBUME MOMeHTa ObIJI0O HapylIeHo. [IKelMca 0XBAaTUIIO XOJIOMHOE MpefuyBCTBUe. HeCKOIbKO
CEeKyH[ CIIyCTs B JOMe pa3[aliCs IPOCTHHIM CUTHAJI TPEBOTH, HACTOJIbKO 'POMKHM, YTO OH BRIPBAJ
lappu u3 cHa.— Het! — 3akpuyan 'appu, ucnyraHHO OT/ISIAbIBAsICh HA poAuTeNel. B ero riasax
OrecTenu CTpax ¥ MMaHuKa. B 3T0 BpeMs [[:KelMC ITOBEPHYJIICS K XKEHe U CHIHY, IPUXKajcs K rydam
JIunu, gocTaa CBOIO MallouKy U OTBEPHYJICS, HO He paHblue, yeM ['appu 3akpudan:— Hert, mara,
noxany#cra!— JIunu, ato oH! — Bepu 'appu u 6eru! — BEIKpuKHYN [xKewMmc, u ['appu,
CPBIBAIOIIKMMCS OT PHIAAHKM, YTKHYICSA B Iie4o JIlumu. OHa KpemKo Ipuxarsa ero K cebe,
IIOBEPHYJachk ¥ 6pocunach OexkaTh, YyBCTBYS Ha cebe B3risap [IKelMca, I0Ka OHU He CKPHUIUCH B
neTcKou. Jlunu 3amedaTaina OBEPb, MOBEPHYIACH K CHIHY, CXKMMaBIIeMy KyJIaukK# OT CTpaxa, U,
IIPOBes MajbIlaMH IO er0 MOKPOH INeKe, mpoienTasna: — He 6oiics, Manbiil. TBOM mmara CIIPaBUTCS.
OH cunbHee caMbIX CUJIbHBIX BEJIMKAHOB, MOTYILIECTBEHHEE CaMbIX AUKUX APAKOHOB U... HY, JIy4llle
BCeX, KO0 1 3Hato.— [lama... — mpoxpurmen I'appu, 1 cie3sl CHOBa IIOJUINCE U3 eT0 I'ma3. B ToT xke
MuUr JIunyM 0XBaTUIIO YyBCTBO, CJIOBHO ChIpas Marus TPeCHYJa B BO3OyXe BOKPYT HUX. CBEeT IOMEDK, U
ee IIPOH3UJIa BOJIHA SMOLUM, HETPEOAOIUMOU CUJION IOJKAaTUBILIAS K TOPIIY.
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