Ero 030pHast yXMbIJIKa CTaja ellle IIupe, KOTrma OH YCIIBIIaJ, KaK OHa PYraeTcsl HU3KUM I'OJIOCOM.
Kak mukas KOIlKa, OHa Bcerma Obllla TOTOBA YKYCUTD €T0. Y IUBUTEIBHO, HO eMy OBIJIO TaK 3a0aBHO
Ha0II0maTh 3a TeM, KaK OHA BCKHUIbIBAeT TOUEeHBIe OPOBU, KaK 0€33BYYHO HIEBEJITUT
co6a3HuTeNbHEIMU Ty6amMu. OH HETOPOIIMBO OTKMHYJICS Ha JEePEeBAHHLINA CTYI, HO HEe CBOOUI
B3rJIsifa C ee nmuila. OHa HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPe3pUTEIbHO BEITEpIia TyObl U OTBeJa B3TJISA[ OT €ro JIUIa.
AapoH BCe BpeMs YXMEIUISIJICS, HO MBICITh O TOM, YTO OH BHITUPAET CIIIOHY C ee Ty0, 3aCTaBuiia ero
IIOYYBCTBOBATh, KAaK OH YBeJIMYUBAETCS B pa3Mepax. TeM He MeHee, OH PelIu fepxKaTh 9T0 B cebe u
CIIOKOMHO Ha0III0ast 3a ee OMyTI0BaTEIM JTUIIOM. Korma OH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK B IIPOIIJIOM Ha3kIBAJl €e
Muccuc IcMe AapoH Pudapic, ero HaCTPOEHHUE MOCO3HATENIBHO MMOTHSIIIOCE, a TUI0 3acusano. OH He
MOT OTPHIIaTh, YTO 3Ta AEBYIIKa 00/laflaeT Xxapu3Mo, ClI0COOHOM BhI3BATh Y HETO ellle OO0JbLIINHI
MHTepecC K Hel. ICcMe Bce ellle CMOTpeJla Ha pacllyCTUBIIKECS IIBETHI U COBEPIIEHHO He 3aMeyara ero
TIPUCYTCTBUS.

[ToaToMy AapoH TONBKO U Aesal, YTO UTpasl C OCTABIIMMCS Ha CTOJIe JIelIeCTKOM U YacTo Opocan
B3TJISIAB Ha ee HeBeXKECTBEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue Nuila. BcKope K HUM MO[IOIIIa U3sIIHas GUrypka c
IIOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSI/IM YallIK¥, HaMepeBasiCh YTOCTUTh UX CBEXKKM YaeM. ICMe KpaeM riia3a
3aMeTusIa MOJIOAYI0 XKEeHIIUHY U TPUCMOTpesiack K Hed. OHa OblyIa 0J1eTa B ITPOCTOE AJIMHHOE IIIaThe,
YTO fIeJIajio ee M0X0KeN Ha HeBUHHOE IUTSA C XOpowKM noBefeHueM. OHa HUKOTIa He BUOela ee
pasnbie. OHa ¢ Tenou ynpIOKOM MoOgHsAIa YalHUK U Halula FropsSYyi yall B CTaKaHHL.
[Togco3naTenbHO JcMe OGpocuia B3TIAM Ha MyXKUMHY, CUOAIIETO PSAAOM C HEW, U yBUAeNa, YTO
BBIPAZKEHME ero JINIla CTaJI0 XKeCTKUM, KaK Oy[ITO JeBYIIIKa IPOCTO pa3gpakaja ero 6e3 Cjos.
Myx4uHa OIPOTAHYJI YKy JCMe U IPOU3HEC HEeCKOJIBKO CJIOB: "Museny, BeIIelTe TPaBIHOIO das.
9TO I0JIe3HO [J14 Ballero 3M0poBbia”. ICMe HEeXO0TS B3sJia Yal, HO OCTaHOBUJIACh, YCIIBIIIAB X0JIOAHbIN
rojyoc AapoHa,

" Ter MOKeITb 0OpaIaThCs K Hel Kak K Moel Koponese, BeHecca. OHa 60JIbIle He IOCTOPOHHSIS
xkenmumHa. OHa - MOsI 3aKOHHas kKeHa". BaHecca 3aMepiia. OHa KPenKo CTUCHYa 3y0Hl, HO
BBIJlepKaJjia, BCIOMHUB YPOKH, ITOJIy4YeHHBIE paHee OT KOPOJieBb-MaTepu. HaTAHYB U3SIIHYIO YIIHIOKY,
OHa MPOMOOJIXKKUJIA, COoTIaIlasich ¢ HUM: "IIpocTuTe, Moit Koposnb. f omubnack". 3aTeM OHa IlepeBena
B3TJISI] Ha OCMe U MPOU3HECa HEeXKHBIM TOHOM: "[IpoCcTHUTe MeHsI, MO KOpoJieBa". 9CcMe clerka
KMBHYJIa ¥ B3si/1a Y Hee dhapdopoByio yamky. Yto Okl TaM HU ObIIO, ICMe TO-TIpexkHeMYy YyBCTBOBasIa
Ha cebe ee IPOH3UTENIbHBIN B3rIAM. [laXKe yCIbIIaB, Kak AapoH Ha3hIBAET ee 110 UMeHH, OHa BCe
PaBHO ITOYYBCTBOBaJla HEKOTOPOe Mofo3peHue. 3abynbre! OTO He UMeeT K Hell HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIeHu !
BaHecca Bce ellle cMOTpella Ha 9cMe, Ibltasg oT THeBa. OHa He MOTJla OTPHULATh TOTO (paKTa, YTO 3Ta
meByIIKa Oblzla HeoOBIYalHO KpacuBa. Y Hee OBIIM TaKWe AJTMHHBEIE PeCHUIIE. Korga oHa Moprania, 3TO
BBITJISIIENIO KaK IIPUTJIAIIe e OJIS MYyXK4HiH. Y Hee ObLI IPSIMOM HOC M TlafKas Oenast Koxka, Kak
YHUCTOE MOJIOKO.

Ee ry6r1 61 pO30BEIMU. Ee NTHII0 ©MeJIO CIIOKOMHOE U 3aTaloYHOe BhIpaXkKeHUe, MOT4YaInBo
paspensiBilee ux. Korga ee po3oBele ry0Obl IOTATMBAIM Yall U3 YalllKy, BCS ee aypa Oblla Ioxoxka Ha
671aroponHy0 KOpoJieBy, HaclaXkgalomyocs CBouM obcnyxkuBaHueM. OHa HUYEro He TOBOPUIIA, Kak
OynTo Moyida IoKa3kIBajia CBOM CTaTyc, KOTOPOro He Morja gocTuyb. OHa KPemnKo CxKaja YallHUK, a
ee B3TJIAL 37100HO 3aCThII Ha ee mo3e. OHa MCIIHITEIBala OTPOMHYI0 PEBHOCTD K IcMe. Korma oHa
niepeBesia B3TJIA Ha AapoHa, TO 00HapyXKuila, YTO OH yKe CoOJTa3HUTENIbHO CMOTPUT Ha dcMe. Ero
ry00Kre KpacHble rla3a ObIIM HEXKHBIMU, KaK BOZa, CJIOBHO OH XOTEJI IOTJIOTUTE ee. OIyCTUB B
THEeBE B3I, OHA IIOCIIEIIHO Halula ellle OfNHY YallKy 4as. TpACyLMMUCS pyKaMy OHa IPOTSHyIa
ee AapoHy u mporoBopuia: "Moii Koponb... TBou 4ail..." Tpeck!!! HamepeHHO UK HET, HO TOPAYUI
Yyal ynaJj Ha ero I'pyab U3 ee pyK, Tak Kak OHa [poxKaJja 0T CcTpaxa.

AapoH rpOMKO 3alllUles ¥ CePAUTO IOCMOTPeNI Ha BaHeccy 3a TO, 4TO OHa ero CUJIBHO OTpyraa.
BHe3amHo 0H IPOTJIOTUII BCE CJI0BA, KOTOPHIE XOTEJI BHILIIOHYTh, ¥ IPOCTOHA, Kak 0yATO eMy OBLIO0
ouens 6ombpHO: "O, Banecca. Yto T Hapmenana? Aaaa... Y MeHs BCe TeJIO0 TOPHT... aaaa... boibHo..."



BaHecca 0Ornlna omapalieHa ero JedCTBUSIMU. BaMIuphl HUKOTTIa He YYBCTBYIOT TeMIepaTypkhl. 2Kapko
WA XOJIOMHO - I HUX 9TO BCETa OOHO U TO XKe. [laxke KOpoyb 06afan CTONbKUMY HEU3BECTHEIMU
0COOBIMH CITOCOOHOCTSIMH, KOTOPHIE M0 cux mop He Owutu uM u3BecTtHH. [J00el00vel. cd Torma
IIOYeMy 3TOT FOPSIYMY Yall TpuuYuHui eMmy 601b? OHa He ycIieja HU4ero MoHsATh, KakK ero CTOH CTall
ele rpoMue. 3aCTOHAB, OH B3IJIAHYII Ha AEBYIIKY, CULSAIIYIO PAOOM C HUM, U BEIpaXkK€eHUE ero Iula
M3MEHMIOCh OT 601 10 4epHOTH. OHa Oblla HEBO3MYyTHMa Haxe II0CJie TOTO, KaK YCIbIIIaa ero
CTOHEI 0T Ooniu. OH IJIOTHO CKaJl r'y0Obl, a BaHecca mocnenrHo gocTaaa HOCOBOU IJIaTOK, YTOOR
BHITEpPETh Yal. HakJIOHUBIIKCE, OHA C TPEBOIOU MBITANAaCh HALlylaTh TOPSIIe YYacTKY,

" Mo# KOpoJb, TOE... TOe TH nopanuscs? I103BobTe MHE BCe BHITEPETE. [IpocTuTE MeHs, 51 Oblia
ciumkoM 6e30TBeTCTBeHHA". AapoH He 00paTHJI BHUMAaHUS Ha ee CJIOBa, er0 TOPSIIUN B3I THEBHO
crenu 3a JcMe. Bcee ellle 1145 B ee CTOPOHY, OH BBIIUIIOHYJI UTO-TO HeyMeCcTHOe: "CopBall C MeHs
omexny". BaHecca Owinia omenomMieHa. [Jaxke ScMe, CIIOKOMHO IIONMBABIIAS Yal, HABOCTPHUIA YIIIH.
Ee xBaTKa Ccjerka Hamnpsrjiach, HO OHa COXpaHU/Ia HeBO3MYyTUMOe BripaxKeHue nuia. Ho oT AapoHa
He YCKOJIb3HYJIO ee HeOOIbIloe NeCTBIE, U OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s HEMHOTO JTydllie. 3aTeM OH
CMEHUJI TOH Ha Oosnee Markuit u obpaTtuncs Kk Banecce: "Y mens 60onut rpynb. Kak TH ee BHITPEIs,
ecnu He oTKpoelns? "TonbKko Torma K Banecce BepHyIICs ee cTaOunbHBIA pa3yMm. OHa KUBHYJIA, Yy Th
He BBIIIPBITHYB OT CUACThs, ¥ OBICTPO IIOIIJIa PACCTETUBaTh 30JI0ThIEe IYTOBUIILI C €r0 PyOalIKu.
KoHeuHo, oH 6bUI KOpoJieM Mupa. Bce, 4To OH HOCHII, OBLIO YEPTOBCKY IOPOTO, faxe IIpocTas
yaiiHasg py0Oarika. Y ScMe OBIIM OTKPHITH, OHa IHITalach PacClbIaTh KaXkaoe ABUXKEHNE, He
TS Ha HUX.

Pa3 nyrosuiia, fiBa IyroBulla, - Banecca MejIeHHO pacCTeTrHya py0allKy, paCCTETHYB MSATh IyTOBHUII,
¥ OTKpHIJIa ero My>KeCTBEHHYIO I'PyIb. BaHecca He MOTJIa He MPeCcTaBUTh cebe, UTO OHa
TIOYYBCTBYET, Korga OyOeT JlacKaTh 3TOT MYCKYJIHUCTHIM XKHUBOT. OHa MBICJIEHHO YCIIOKOMIIa Ce0s TeM,
YTO IOKa He CTOUT JlaBaTh BOJII0 BOOOpaxKEHUIO, U COCPEIOTOYMIIACh Ha CITyKeHUH Koposo. OHa
IIPUCMOTPEJIach, HO HUYero He oOHapyzxKuia. TOJIbKO IIPONIUTEIA Yall CTeKasl 10 ero TPyau K HU3Y
xkuBoTa. OHa He peIuIach HUYEro cka3aTh U CTajla OCTOPOXKHO MPUKUMATh K cebe mmaToK. AapoH
He 3a0BIBajl CJIEIUTH 3a BEIpaKeHUEM Jiklla ICcMe U 00pafoBasics, KOT{ia IOHSI, YTO JbIXaHue
[IE€BOYKM CTaJIO IOBEPXHOCTHBIM. [[eCTBUTEIbHO, JCMe HauMHasla cepauThcsa. Ecnu AapoH XoTen
IIPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBATh UX JIIOOOBHBIE YTEXU, 3aYEM OH HACHUJIBHO IIPUBEI ee Ciofa? AapoH IOIJIHI
MacJjia B OIOHb U CIIeLIXaJIbHO IIPOM3HEC HECKOJIPKO [ABYCMEICIIEHHEIX C/I0B: "[l0TUX0HBKY, BaHecca".
"910 Bce elne 60mpHO" "TBOS pyKa Msarkas". " Aaa. TBog pyka jeduuT mMoio 6076, OTIHYHO."

YcnrinaB TakKoM KOMITJIMMEHT, BaHecca I'ycTo moKpacHesia ¥ COCPeloTOYMIIach Ha TOM, YTOOB OT
Hero u36aBUTHCS. IcMe He Morjia 00Jibllle COepKUBaTh CBOM I'HEB U BHE3AITHO BCTajla, OTCTABUB
yamky. OHa CKa3asa, He TIAAs Ha HUX: "f uay B goM. A Xo4uy HEMHOTO B3ApeMHYTh". He moxumgasch
€ro 0TBEeTa, OHa HallpaBUIach K BEIXOOY M3 cafa. AapoH yI0OBIETBOPEHHO YXMBUIbHYJICS, TIS0d Ha ee
yOaJSooIIyoCcs CliuHy. Korma oHa MOCHEIIHO caeflaja HeCKOIbKO 11aroB, IO ee U3paHeHHble HOTH
yIiaj TBepObId KaMeHb. BaHecca BCKpHUKHYJIa OT pe3Koi 6011, 0T KOTOPOW CHOBA IIOIIIa KPOBb, U
yIlaja Ha 3eMJIi0, IPOKJIMHAas KaMeHb. AapoH ObICTPO OTTONIKHYJ PyKH BaHecchl u Gpocuscs K 3cMme.
Bpocus B3rnap Ha ee IOBPEXKOEHHYIO HOTY, AapOH IOJHSATI ee Ha PYKH, a 3aTeM OTpyTrajl 0XPaHHUKOB:
"KTo Obl HU OTBeyYasl 3a YOOPKY cafia, Bce OHU OyOyT yBOJEHH". DcMe Habmiofasna 3a ero CEpauThIM
BBIPAKEHHMEM JIMIIA ¥ YYBCTBOBaJIa ce0st HemoBKO. OHa pa30MKHYIa I'yOBI, YTOOEl 3aTOBOPUTH, HO TYT
JKe TmoJty4uia oT AapoHa cTporyo 6paHb: "A THL... 6e3paccygHast KOpoyiesa...

KyZa Thl CMOTPHIIIb, KOT{Ia UeIb?" JcMe He YIOCYXKUIach OTBETUTh eMYy ¥ BUHOBATO OIyCTHIIA
B3TJIsIMI. 3aTeM OH GBICTPO 3aTOJIKAJl ee BHYTPh 3aMKa. BaHecca MpooiKaia CMOTPETh UM B CIIHHY.
[To3xke U3 cajia MOCIIHIIIAICS 3BOH OOKAJOB.
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