BmecTo TOTO0, 4TOOH OTBIEKATLCS Ha ApyTrHe fAena, HUKoIac pemus MOCBITUTE 3TOT IeHb HOBOMY
3eJbI0. JKCIIEPUMEHTANIbHOE, HECTAOUIbHOE, HO B PyKaX OMBITHOT'O MacTepa 3ejIui, KaKuM OblJT
Hukomac, oHO o0eIano cTaTh InefneBpoM. B ero xku3uu Obiu 1 Gumocopckuit KaMeHb, ¥ OPyTrue
BeJIMKKe CBEPINEHUS B 00/1aCTH 3eIbeBapeHus U anxuMuu. Ceryac ke OH CTPEMUIICS CO3[aTh 3eJibe,
crmoco0Hoe YHSTD kap. CeMb MecsIleB YO Ha u3ydeHue GopMyJsibl, Ha IIOUCK U aHaJK3
MHTpenueHToB. U BOT, HaKOHel], Bcé Obls0 roToBO.Ilepe TeM, Kak MPUCTYIUTh K pabdote, Hukonac
3arysiHyN K IIeMSHHUKY. YeThipe s CanbBaTUO MYUMIICS ITUX0pagkou, u Hu KaTpuHs, HU [IepeHers,
OTILITHBIE 1IeIUTEIHHULIBL, He MOTJIM HaTu criocod 06JIeryuTh ero cTpaganus. ManbuuK ropes, Kak B
OTHe, ero Teyo OUJIOCh B TUXOPAfOYHOM Openy. OTO yXKe He mepBhlit mpuctym. C Tex mop, Kak
CanbBaTHO UCIIOJIHUIIOCH IEBATH JIET, IOJ00HbIE TUXOPAKX CTy4aIuch C HUM He pexke OJHOTO pa3a B
TOoHO, ¥ HUKTO HE MOT TIOHATH IMPUYNUHY.— CanpBaTuo? — IIpomieriTal HI/IKOJ'IaC, 3arjadanbiBasi B
II0JIyMpaK KOMHATHL. YCTaskble Tfla3a peOeHKa BCTPETUIIUCH C ero B3rnsagoM.— [Jans... Huk? — ene
cibIIHO npotenTtan CanbBaTuo.— 1 cobuparoch monpoboBaTh HOBOE 3ebe, — 0TBeTUN Hukomnac. Ox
He CKa3aJl IJIEMIHHUKY, YTO 3eJibe NpefHa3Ha4yeHo 115 Hero. Eciu OB YTO-TO MOIIIO He TaK, OH He
XOTeJl BUIETh CTPaflaHUs B METCKUX I'la3ax. — Eciu MHe MOHagoOUTCs IOMOIIh, 51 Oyay B
nabopatopun.— Xopoiro, — nmpobopmoTtan CanbBaTHO ¥ CHOBA 3aKpPHII rila3a. HUKoIac momomen K
KpOBaTH M KOCHYJICS /10a Manbunka. CambBaTHO MIPUKAJCI K HEMY, HIlla IPOXJIagsl B €T0 PYKe.
TemnepaTypa ocTaBaach BEICOKOM. ITO OBIIIO TPEBOXKHO, 0YEHb TPeBOXKHO. HuKoIac Monucs,
yTOOH! €ro 3ejbe MoMOorJio. OH YI0XKUI IJIEMSHHIUKA, ITOIeI0BaJl B 100 U TUXOHBKO BHIIIE]I, 3aKPHIB
3a coboit mBephb. BepHysiuch B mabopaToputo, Hukonac mpuHsncs 3a padory. @opmyna Onina
IIPOCTOM, TOHSATHOM, a PaCYeTHl YKa3hiBalld Ha MUHUMAaJbHBIN PUCK. [103TOMY, KOTHa OH 1006aBUII B
KOTeJI CJIeAYIOIINY UHTPeAUeHT, Kycadyl0 MOPKOBb, OH He 0XKHKIaJl HIKAKUX HENPUATHOCTEN. 3eJbe
OBI710 CTAOMITBHBEIM, UHTPEOUEHTHI He NOJIXKHEI ObIIM BCTYyIaTh B OypHYI0 peakiuio. OH 3Hal, KaK OHU
OymyT B3aMMOMENCTBOBATh, U 3TO He [OJIXKHO ObLI0 OBITh omacHo.Ho on omubancs. BMmecTo Toro,
yTOOB! CIIOKOMHO OyJIbKaTh, KOTEJ B30pBasics, oTopocuB Hukomnaca kK creHe. 2Kryyast 60/1b, SIOBUTHIE
HCIlapeHus, BO3AyXa He XBaTaslo, Jerkue ropenu. OH He MOT IOIIEBEIUTh HU PyKaMU, HU HOTaMU.
Co3HaHMe 3aTyMaHUJIOCh, a B I/la3ax Iepeq TeMHOTOU IIACany IpKue nsaTHa. Y B 9TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZla CMepTh yKe Jierjia Ha Hero X0JI0OHOU pyKol, HuKojac moHs, 9YTO B 9TOT pa3 HUKTO He MPUOET
eMy Ha nmomoiub. Katpus, Aupy, [lepeHens - Bce yuuti. [JoMa OCTanuCh TOJIBKO OH U CalbBaTHO,
KOTOPBIY CITaJl, MydyuMblil Tuxopagkou. OH Obut onuH.OH YMPET ceropusi. M Kak OyATO B OTBET Ha 9Ty
MBICJIb, TIEPEN er0 TTa3aMy 3aMelbKajld BOCIIOMUHAHMA. ['0BOPST, UTO B KOHIIE KU3HU IIepex
r71a3aMy IIPOHOCHUTCS BCS XKU3HB, U ¥ HUKOJ1aca 3T0 ObIJI0 UMEHHO Tak. Pa3po3HeHHbIE, XaOTUYHEIE,
HO BCe XKe - ero Xku3Hb. M Hayanack OHa C TOT0, KakK OH BIIEPBLIE YBUAEJ CBOETO IJIEMSIHHUKA...—
Pe0eHOK... 9YTO CIIy4uI0Ch C €r0 POJUTENISIMU? — CIIPOCUJI OH HE3HAKOMI[a, JepKallero Ha pyKax
MIafeH1a.— OHU yMepJiu, — KOPOTKO OTBETUJI TOT. — A 51 He B COCTOSTHUY 3a00TUTHLCS O HEM.
CnuimkoMm cTtap, 4ToOb 6eraTh 3a TaKUM ManbIoM. HUKOac mOHSI, YTO MYyK4YKHA TOBOPUT
cepbe3Ho. Ero BooCH OBITK CebIMY, a I'1a3a - CTPAHHOT0 MOJIOYHOT'0 1IBETA, YTO TOBOPHIIO O
00me3HHU, YacTo Mopaxalollel cTapukoB.— Heyxkenu 6obille HEKOMY B35ATh pebeHKa? — C TPeBOroii
cpocun Hukonac. OH He XOTeJ faBaTh CBOUM [IPY3bsIM JIOKHYIO HafeXK Ay, TOJIBKO YTOOHI IIOTOM
y3HaTh, YTO €CTh ell[é KTO-T0.— PomguTenu ymMepnu, O94s He MoXeT 0 HeM 3a60Tuthcs, 6abymika u
IenyIlKa CIMIIKOM CTapkl. ITO 610 oO1ee pemieHue. He Goiics, ThI OOJIbIIE He MTOTEPselb
ero.Hukonac mo3BoHWI CBOeH HEBECTKE U €€ MyXKYy, cBoeMy Opyry. Korma KaTtpus Bnepshie B3sia
ChIHa Ha pyKu, HUKOIac BIepBHIe 3a MATH JIET YBUOET Ha €€ Nulle yiIsl0Ky.— Kak ero 30ByT? —
CIIpocHia OHa He3HaKoMIla.MyxXu4uHa ynelOHYICS.— Mbl Ha3Banu ero Caj, — oTBETUII OH. — Ho 4To
OBl BEI HU BHIOpAsK, OH €II€ CIIUIIKOM MaJl, YTOOh Bo3paxaTh.— MEI ocTtaBuM "Can", — ckasana
Katpun. — Jlymato, 66110 OBl HETIPABUIIBHO JIMIIATE €0 MOC/IeHEN CBSI3U C PONHBIMU PONUTENIMU.B
UTOTe OHU OCTAaHOBHUJIUCH Ha uMeHM CanbBaTno.— CanbBaTuo AMeTHCT Mandyap, — cKa3ana
KaTtpun.Hukonac u AHpY He PeIIMIKNCh CKa3aTh e, YTO pebeHOK MOXKEeT OgHaXkKIbl BOSHEHABUIETh
TO, UTO €T0 Ha3Ba/Ii B 4YECTb KaMH$.JTO ObIIIO IOUTH TPUHAAIATH JIeT Ha3af. TpuHaALaTh JIET CMexa,
M BOT Tellepb HuKoIac mpuHEC B CEMbIO HOBYIO Tparefuio, yMupas...B aTOT MOMEHT ABEPD B
nabopaTopHio pacmaxHynach, U B KOMHATY, CIOTHIKAsACh, Boines CanbBaTio. OH OCTaHOBUIICS, €T0



rJ1a3a PacHIMPUINCh OT yXKaca. 3aTeM Ha ero JIUIle MOSBUIIach MaHWKa, ¥ OH, CIIOTHIKAsCh, OPOCUIICS
K Hukonacy, IBHO He yBepeHHBIU B CBOuX Horax.— [Isiasg Huk! — 3akpuuan CanbBaTHO, YCKOPSS IIar.
— Ianoa Huk!CanbBaTro ynan Ha KojleHu paaoM ¢ Hukonacom. Hukomac yBupes yxac B ra3ax
pebeHKa U TOMBITAJICS OTBJIEYhb €TI0 OT CBOET'0 UCKAaJIeYeHHOr0, XKYTKOT0 Ha BU[I Tella.— Bceé...
Oymer... xoporiro, CanbBaTHO, — MIPOXpHUIleN 0H. — He... BOJIHYMHCS... CIUIIKOM CUIbHO.[I9THa epen
r7a3aMy TEMHEIH, HO 9TH IIOJTHBEIE CTPaxa 3eJIEHBIE T'Jla3a 3aCTaBUIN er0 O0POTLCS C TEMHOTOM.
BMmecTo 3TOTO B €ro rojioBe MPOMENbKHYJIIO APYTroe BoCIlIoOMUHaHKeE...CalbBaTHO OBITIO CEMB JIET, KOTa
€My HaKOHeIl CKa3aJli, YTO OH YCHIHOBJIEH. PeOeHOK BOCIIPUHSII 3TO 04eHb 00JIe3HEHHO U y0exKal.
Hukonac Hamen ero.— CanbBaTHO, — CKa3asl OH, IPUCIOHUBIINCH K JE€PEBY, 3@ KOTOPHIM CIIPATAJCS
nIeMSHHUK. — He mymaenns nu TH, 4TO yOeraTh — HelpaBUJibHAs peakiusa?OTBeToM Oblsla 3auTast
cle3aMM HacMelllka.— MHe BCE paBHO, — CKa3all pebeHoK. — ITO He TO Ke caMoe, KaK ecliu OBl 5
Onin HykeH.Hukonac mogusiim 6poBb.— ... — Kak THI MpHilia K TaKOMYy aOCypIHOMY BHIBOTY? —
CIIPOCHII OH, TOJIOC ero OBl IOJIOH HegoyMeHusi. OTBeT pebeHKa ero cjierka norpsc. — [Totomy 4To
ecnu OBl OHU JIeMCTBUTEIPHO XOTENTM MeHsI, OHU OBl He CTaIu IOJHUMATE 3Ty TEMY, — BCXJIMIILIBAS,
mpolrenTana oHa. — J[o CHX ITOp OHU HUKOTITIa He TOBOPUIM 00 3TOM CO MHOM. f myMarna, 3TO
O03HaydaeT, YTO OHU CYUTAIOT MeHs CBoel...HuKosac B3QOXHYI, CJIOBHO OT HEIIOCUJIBHOIO rpy3a. —
OueBUIHO, MBI flaXKe HE CMOTJIA COXPAHUTh 3TOT CEKPET OT TeOsi, — MPOU3HEC OH, IT0KauaB I'OJI0BOM.
— TBou poguTenu HUKOTa OBl He CKa3anu Tebe, ecnu Obl He TBOe Hacnenue.[Ipy 9TUX ClloBax
CanbBaTHo MOTHSJIA TOJIOBY, B €€ Tila3ax 3aCThIT BOIIPOC. — YTO TH MMeEIb B BUAY? — IIPOIIENTala
OHA, TOJIOC XPUIIJILIM OT CAePXUBaeMbIX cie3.Hukomac B3MOXHYII, CJIOBHO TOTOBSICh K JONTOMY M
CJI02KHOMY pa3roBopy. OH Hayas pacCKa3blBaTh O €e COCTOSHUHU, O TOM, YTO CKPBHIBAJIA OT Hee
poxputenu. — OHU He XOTeIH KOaTh, TI0Ka Tl y3HaEIllb, IOTOMY 4YTO OOSIINCE, YTO THl IIOUYBCTBYEIIh
cebst IpemaHHBIM. B TO 2XKe BpeMs OHUM XOTeJH, YTOOHI Thl ObIJIa IOCTATOYHO B3POCIIOH, YTOOH IMOHSATH
WX apTyMEHTHI, KOT{la OHK pacckaxyT Tebe. Temeps 04eBHUOHO, YTO MBI HOJIXKHEI OBIIM IIOTOBOPHUTD C
T00O¥ MHOTO JIeT Ha3af...
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