— O gma, 9T0... Punmep cka3ain, 4TO g OONIKEH Hay4YUThCS APaThCs, Ha Cly4dal, eClii MeHs pa3jyydarT C
Bea3sybukoMm. CHayana MHE 3TO He HPABUJIOCh... HO OH IIPOMOJIKal HaCTauBaTh, JaxKe YTOBOPHII
TpeepyTa B3sTh ypoku. Korma 910 He cpaboraso, oH 3abpain y MmeHs be33ybuka Ha IeIyio Hefelo,
IIOKa s HaKOHEI[ He COTJIaCUJICs, — MKKUHT paccMesisics, © ACTpHU[ ClieTKa XUXUKHYJIa B OTBET. —
TpepyT u [ToTpomKTenh TPEHUPOBAIK MeHsI 6€3 0OCTAHOBKYM OKOJIO ABYX MeCSIIEB, BCerfa MogHuMas
Ha paccBeTe. Ecnu 51 He BcTaBaJjl, OHU BhIBAJIMBaIM Ha MeHS BEOPO PHIOHI ¥ He pa3pellany YMbIBAThCS
0o KoHIla gHs. CHavyana S UM He BEepUl... [I0OKa OHU He CAeJlajid 9TO Ha caMOM fiejie, KOHEYHO... U BOT,
B 00IIIEM-TO, ¥ BCE.— 3HAYUT, Tl HE MyTELIeCTBOBAJI, HE UCCIIeI0Bal MUP? — CIpocuia ACTPHL,
BCTaBasi C KPOBATH U IOJAXOMS K 3epKasy, 4YToOw YyOeOUuThCS, YTO ee BOJIOCH He pacTpenauch.—
EnmuHCTBEHHOE, YTO $ [iefiasi, 3TO MCKaJI MECTO BIAIH OT JIIOOLIX ITOCEJIEHUH... YTOORI I MOT
nepxKaThCs caM 1o cebe U... — OH 3aIHyJICs, He XKejas IPofoixKaTh. [JTaBHOW MPUYUHON OBIIO0
JKeJlaHue YUTH OT BCETO 3TOr0, He TPOXOAUTE Yepe3 Ty ke 00J1b CHOBa.— TakK Thl CMOT 3a0BITh CBOE
mpouioe? — crupocuiia AcTpup, He o0opaunBasich. Ee co6CcTBeHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue JIKIa IOTeMHETIO,
KOTZla OHa BCIIOMHHJIA, I0YeMY OH yiren.— [la... Ho, AyMaro, CKOJIbKO ObI THI HU Oeraj 0T CBOETo
IIPOIIJIOT0, OHO BCErma HacTUTaeT Te0s, He TaK JIu? — CIPOCHUJ OH, BCTaBasl ¥ IMOAX0Os K muTe. I1o
TOHY €T0 rojoca ACTPH[ MOHsIa, YTO OH BCe ellle XPaHUT CBOe IIPOIIIoe psiaoM ¢ coboi. OHa ToxXe
HaxMypHUJIach, JyMas O BOCIOMMHAHUSX, €CJIM UX MOXKHO OBIJIO TaK Ha3BaTh. OH MOT CKa3aTh el, 4YTo
IIPOCTHUII, HO OHA 3Halla, YTO BHYTPH OH BCe ellle cTpafgaeT. OH He ITOKa3bIBaJl 9TOr0, OB MacTEPOM B
3TOM [ieJie, HO OHa YyBCTBOBaJa, 4YTO OH BCe ellle 30J1 Ha bepk, Ha CBOUX Opy3ei... Ha CBOEro OTla.—
Ha mponoe, KoTopoe xo4eT, YTOOBI T Jajl eMy ellle OfUH IIaHC, — TOP3KEeCTBEHHO CKa3aJjia OHa.
OHa nOBEpHYJIaCch ¥ IIOCMOTpEJIa EMY B I'Jla3a: — MEL... 1 3Hal0, YTO bepk He 3acnmyxkuBaeT Teb4,
Hkkunr. U3 TOrO, 4TO S UCHBITAJA, TH ONPENeIeHHO JIy4llle... HO Thl eUHCTBEHHBIN YeJI0BEK,
KOTOPBIM MOXKET ITOMOYb HaM 3aKOHUYUTH 3Ty BOMHY pa3 U HaBcerma.MKKUHT CMOTPET Ha Hee 0KOJIO
ONTyMUHYTH.— U ¢ 4ero 6v1 970, ACTpuA? BClo MO0 XKHU3Hb MEeHSI CTOPOHUINCE, IPa3HUIH, Oumu
TOJIBKO 3a TO, UYTO S TaKOM, KaKou 5 eCThb. HUKTO He IPMHUMAI MEeHS TaKUM, KaKOH S eCThb... — OH
IIOCMOTPEJT B OKHO, —... OHH BCe XOTeJIH, YTOOHI 5 YIIe... Thl X0TeNa, 4To0H 5 yinen.OH oBepHYJICS
K AcTpup, KoTopas CMOTpeJjia B CTOPOHY, He BCTpeydas ero B3rnsga. OHa 0os1ach, UTO CHOBA YBULUT
0071b B €ro rina3ax.— 4 He mpuxuics B bepke... OB U3r0EM CpPedyu CBOETO Hapofa... HUKTO He XOTell
MMETb CO MHOM HUYETOo 00IIero, U apyxkoba ¢ be33yOuKoM TONIBKO fajia UM ITOBOM U30aBUTHCS OT
MeHs. Mo¥ coOCTBEHHBIH OTell Jaxe He 3a00TuTcst 060 MHe. [Tocie cMepTH MaMbI OH ITPOCTO He
3HaJI, YTO [Ie/IaTh C TAKOM PHIObEH KOCThIO, KAk si. MaMa Oblnia, HAaBePHOE, eMUHCTBEHHBIM YeJI0BEKOM
Ha bepke, KOTOPLIM TOHUMaI MEHS... IPUHKAMAJl MeHsI TaKUM, KaKOH S eCTh... U BCeraa roBopuia
MHe, 4TOOHI 51 He BOJIHOBAJICS, UTO 000 MHE TOBOPSIT APYTHe... YTO S IT0-CBOeMY ocoOeHHasd... A Korfa
OHa yMepJla, eIMHCTBEHHOI'0 YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPHIM I0-HACTOSIIEMY JTIOOUIT MeHs, He CTaso... I CHOBa
OCTajlach OfHA, ¥ TaK OBIIIO BCceraa. Pummep OB CIEOYIOMINM YeT0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH IIPUHSIT MEHS,
CTaJ MOMM OPYToM... fl He 3Ha0, XKaejl OH MeHs WU HeT, a MHE U BCe paBHO, HO Punmnep HUKOrAa
He ITOHKMaJl, YTO S Ha CaMOM [ieJie YyBCTBYIO... He TO 4TO be33yOuk.OH I0CMOTpeI Ha CBOET0
Yelyn4aToro Apyra, KOTOPBIY TOXKe NMPUCTYLIKUBAJICS K pa3roBopy.— [locMOTpu Ha ero XBOCTOBOE
oliepeHue, — CKa3all OH, ¥ ACTpHA mocMoTpesia Ha XBocT be33yOuka. OHa yBUena OJHO
HaTypaJibHOE XBOCTOBOE OIlepeHre U KOPUUHEeBOEe KOXKaHOe ollepeHre. — f MOACTPEeNu ero Tou
HOub10.OHa CHOBa MocMoTpesia Ha UKkuHTra.— HUKTO MHE He IOBEepHIIL... Kak 00bI9HO. [ToaTOMY
TIOIIIEJI B JIeC, MCKaJI HECKOJIBKO YacCoB, ITI0Ka He Halen ero ciaef. OH OB CBSI3aH CEThIO, ST BEICTPEIIHII
B HETO, ¥ OH JIeXKaJl TaM Ha 3eMie. { cka3an cebe, YTO BEIPEKY €r0 CEPAIlEe U IPUHECY OTIIY,
I0Ka3aTeJIbCTBO TOTO, YTO S BUKUHT, YTO S MOTY OLITh TEM, KEM OH XOTeJI, YTOOH! 5 OBbIJ... HO 5
mocMoTpen Ha be33yOuka u yBUEN TO, YeT0 He BUAE HU B KOM JPYTOM... OH OB/ HAIlyTaH,
OecmoMOIIeH, Xk/aJl, Korga Mup 3abepeT ero XKu3Hb... — OH B3OOXHYH, —... 1 yBugen cebs.0H
CMOTPeJ Ha KaMUH II0[ Ieubio.— 1 0CBOOOOMI ero... 0Ka3ayioch, YTO Pummnep cieaus 3a MHOU U BCe
Bunesn. OH cHavasla He MOHSJI, HO CKa3aJl, YTO COXPAHHUT BCe B TaliHe, a s u3ydan be33yOuka,
KOTOPHIM OB 3amepT B ByxTe... MOTOMY 4YTO, KOTfia 51 ero cOuUl, s paHUJI ero, 0TOPBaB €My XBOCT...
II03TOMY $1 CHieJiajl eMy HOBHIM U CTajl er0 Hae3THUKOM. M ¢ Tex mop MBI IPUKpPHIBaeM ApyT Apyra.OH
HaKOHeI] ITOMIHSIJI T7la3a Ha ACTPH, BhIpaXkKeHUe JIulla KOTOPO# ceitdac Oblyio HeunTaeMbiM. OHa



IOCMOTpesia Ha be33yOuKa ¥ BIepBHIe YBUeIa B HeM HeUYTO 60Jbliee, 4eM 3Beps... OHA YBUAETIA
npyra.— be33y6uk Obl1 gyst Te0sT TaKOM ceMbel, KaKo¥ HUKTO U3 HAac HUKoraa He Obi. OH MPUHST
Te0s1, OTHOCUJICS K Tebe C yBaxKeHHEM, KOTOPOTO THl 3aciTykuBas, 3abotumncs o tebe... f gymaro,
Be33y6uk 6bls1 60Jiee 4emoBekoM, ueM 060l u3 Hac B bepke, — Haydasa OHa, OTJIIABIBASICh Ha
VIKKMHTa, KOTOPHIM pa3Bell KOCTEP ¥ T'OTOBUJICS YTO-TO MPUTOTOBUTh. — Ho Kak be33yOuk 3aciyxkul
TBOE [IOBEPHE... TI03BOJIb HAM CHOBA 3aCITyKUTh TBOE moBepue, UKKUHT... TH HaM HYXKeH.
[ToTpommmTens He MPUOET, €CJIHM TH He MPUElIh, a Y HaCc BCe MeHbIle BapuaHToB. Haberu cTaHOBSATCS
BCe 00JIee YaCTHIMU U XKECTOKMMHU [JIsT 06€MX CTOPOH... ¥ S 3HAI0, YTO THl €QUHCTBEHHBIH, KTO MOXKET
HaM IMOMOYb. IKKMHT B3TJITHYJI Ha Hee U MOCMOTpes Ha be33ybuka, KOTOPHIHM 4TO-TO TPoOOpMOTaI
eMy. ['ma3a MKKuHTa Cy3UIUCh OT 9TOT'0, ¥ OH C pa3odyapoBaHKUeEM IIOCMOTpell 06paTHO Ha ACTpum.—
Ter yOuIa mpakoHa, He TakK JIU? — CIPOCHUJTI OH, ¥ 9TO 3aCTaJio ee Bpacmiox. [Ipex/e yeM oHa ycrea
CIIpOCHUThL: — Be33yOuK mpouyuTan Bce 1o Tebe... OH CKa3all, YTO Tkl YYBCTBYEIIlb 3TO BOKPYT Ce04...
WU, MOXKeT OBITh, OH 3aT/ITHYJ B TBOM pa3yM, OPAKOHHI MOTYT feJlaTh 3TO... YNTATh MBICTH.ACTPHI
nmocMoTpesa Ha be33ybuka, 4ToOH YBUIETh ero 0€39MOIMOHAIBHOE JIUII0, OIIPENeIeHHO OT TOT'0, YTO
OHa yOuna gpakoHa.— MIKKMHT... 9T0 OBIJIO HABHO... y MeHs He Obls10 BEIOOPA, APAKOH IejI IPsSMO Ha
MeHS... ecu Obl 51 He yOuia ero, MeHs Obl 3iech He Ob110.OHA MBITaIach OTOUTH OT 9TOTO, HO TYT
yBumena, 4To MKKUHT XxuxuKaeT.— CKOJIBKO OHY ITPa3[MHOBAU TBOU MOABUT? CKOJIBKO KPOBH OBITIO
IIPOJIMTO, KOTMIa OHK Pa3pyOuIy ApaKOHa... IOBECHUIH JI OHU T'OJIOBY B 3ajie 3a TBOE JOCTUKEHUE?
YTo elre BaxKHee... YTO THl YYBCTBOBAJIa Iocje youicTBa apakoHa?OH CTOSII IPSIMO TIEPE[] €€ JTUIIOM.
AcTpup npuxKanach CIMHOM K cTeHe. OHa IIOHUMaJa, YTO IraTh 6€CCMBICIIEHHO, TI03TOMY JIyYllle
CKas3aTh IpaBOy ceiyac. ['opmocTh 3a cBepIIeHHOe Oula Kito4uoM B rpynou Actpun. OHa, I0Has feBa
muTa, youna npakoHa! Ero romnosa, Tpodeii ee mobennl, KpacoBanach B 3ajie, HAllOMAHaHUEM O TOM,
YTO OHA JIWIIUJIA eT0 XKU3HU. — HaKoHeI-To... — OHa 3aMepJiia, 0CO3HaBas, KeM cTajla.— HaKoHeI-To
THI CTaJla BUKUHTOM, — BBITIJIIOHYJI 3TO CJI0BO MKKWMHT, C HEHABUCTHIO B T'OJIOCE, U OTBEPHYJICS. —
Ckaxu MHe, IT0YeMy S5 JOJIKEH NOBEePsITh KOMY-TO U3 Bac Teleph? Bl Bce BUKUHTH, CO3TaHHBIE IS
yOuiicTBa U HUUYero 60bille, — GPOCUI OH, BO3BPAIIAsCh K CBOeH CTpsAnmHe. ACTpUI CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.
Ia, oH ObLN IIpaB. 3aueM eMy moMmoraTth ©M? OHU Ipa3gHoBasu mobeny, 3a0bIB 0 HEM, OTBEPTHYB €TO0.
OH OB 0151 HUX TPOK/ISITHEM, HeYIaYHUKOM, n3roeM. OHa MOHSJIA, YTO y Hero ObITd BECKUe
IPUYHHEI HE MOBEPSTh UM.— THI IIpaB, MHI HE 3aCJTyKKUBAe€M TBOEH IIOMOIIIH... HE IIOCJIe TOTO, YTO MEI
coemnanu ¢ To6oH. ITO HeCIIpaBedJIMBO 10 OTHOIIEHHUIO K Te0e, — CKa3ajla OHa, TOBOPAYMBAsICh K
nBepu. — 4 3HAl0, YTO He cHesaja Hu4ero, 4Tobsl moMoub Tebe, HO 5T X0Uy U3MEHHUTD 3TO ceiyac,
€CJTM ThI TOTOB IPUHSATH MeHs. M OHM He mpocaT Te0st, MUKKUHT... 1 caMa, — IPOU3HEeca OHa ¥ BHIIIIA
3a OBepb, yX0Os B HEM3BECTHOCTL. MKKUHT B3TOXHYJI, TTISAS Ha ITyCTOM IIPOeM, a 3aTeM Ha be33yOuka.
— Yro TH myMaellb, OPYXKOK? [IpuIiio BpeMs 0CTaBUTh IIPOIIIOe 03afu? — CIIPOCUIT OH, HO OTBETa
He nmony4yus. — 4 6yny ¢ To6o#, Kakoe ObI pellleHue Thl HY MPUHSI, UKKUHT, TH XKe 3Haelb... Ho
MOXKEM JI MHbI OBITH B 9TOM yBepeHHI? TH He XyKe MeHs 3Haelllb, YTO HUKTO B bepke He xo4eT Tebs
OobIlle BUETD, a Thl BOT TaK IMPOCTO COOMPaeIbCs BEPHYTLCA? — IIPOIIeNnTan oH, 6yaTo cam cebe. —
HeT, He coOuparocs... HO S IIPOCTO He 3HA0, YTO [e/aTh... B MOEH roJI0Be celvac CTOJIbKO MBIC/IEN U
SMOIMH, YTO TPYHAHO...— ACTpUA? — IPOKPHUYas 0OH, BeIOeras cjaegoM 3a Hel.
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