Hous cryckanach Ha Jiec, OKyThIBast €T0 TYCTOM TEMHOTOM. 1 6pe o Tporie Bech NeHb, HO OHA, Kak
Ha3J10, o0opBasack emé B monmeHs. C Tex mop s mpobupascss CKBO3b Yallly, HallpPaBIssch K
TIOJHOXKHUIO TOPHL. ThMa CTyCTHIACh, iefias adbHEeUIIUN TyTh HEBO3MOXKHEIM. f1 pa36us HeGOoIbIIoH
Jlarepb, pa3Besl KOCTeP, IIOCTEJINII Ha 3eMJII0 JIUCThS U IIPUHSAJICS 3a CKpOMHBIN yKUH. Efa Ka3anack
0e3BKYCHOM, MBICTTA MOM ObLIM [lajieKo.  pa3MBIIUIISII 0 TOM, KaKUM MIKKUHT CTas 3a 3TH TO[IH.
"B03M0XKHO, OH HaOpaJsl MBIIIIEL... HET, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO... OH OBUI CIIMIIKOM XyABIM, KOTTIa YXOAWII,
yTOOBI TaK CUIBHO U3MEHUThCSA", — OopMoTan g cebe IOJ HOC, HE HaflesiCh, UTO KTO-TO YCIIBIIINT.
"Ero BHEIIHOCTBh MOTJIa USMEHUTHCH... OIISITh XK€, BO3MOXKHO, OH BHIPOC... HO..." { 3aMoJyaria,
0CO3HaBas, YTO eCJIU Haufy ero, To He 3Hal0, 4YTO CKa3aTh. [IpOIIIo CTOIBKO BpeMEHHU, ¥, HACKOJIBKO
s TIOMHIO... OH HEHaBUUT HAC BCeX... 3a TO, KaK C HUM oOpalanuch B bepke... ero cuutanu Maroem.
Y aTta obupa rphi3na ero Bce 3TH rofbl. HeM3BECTHO, YTO OH CHEJIaeT, eCNId YBUAUT MeHS. f mokHa
OBITH TOTOBA... KO BCEMY.BHE3aIHBIN XPYCT BETKH 3aCTaBUIT MEHS B3I[POTHYTh. f pPe3KO MOOHSNIACH,
BCKUHYB Tomop. "KTo TamM?" — mpoiienTana s, BIASABBasICh B TEMHOTY. JINCThS 3alllelIeCTeNy, U 5
yBU[Ie/a TPH Iaphl Tla3, CBEPKAIOIINX B I'yIIe KYCTOB. ITO OBIIM MaJleHbKHe, KPYTJble, Kak OYCHHKH,
rjla3a C OTPOMHBEIMU 3payKaMu. f He 3Hajla HU OJHOT0 XKMBOTHOTO C TAKMMH I'Jla3aMy, HY, 110
KpaliHel Mepe, HaCKOJIbKO g 3Hato. OHU ABUTAJIUCD, TOJIKAS OPYT Apyra. fd B3rIsHyja Ha PHIOY,
JKapUBIIYIOCS Ha BepTesie Haf orHEM. "HaBepHoe, WX NpuUBNeKia ega”, — mogyMasna s.B aToT MoMeHT
O[IVH U3 HUX BHICKOYHUII U3 KYCTOB IIPSMO IIepefo MHOM, U 51 He TIOBepHjIa CBOUM Ija3aM. "[leTeHBIIl
IOpakoHa", — BeIOOXHYNA 1. OH OBIJT CHHETO I[BeTa, C IIUIIaMU Ha 3aThlIKe. "[leTeHBIII
CmepronocHoro HagpakoHa', — moOaBuma si. I3 KyCTOB BHILIIY eIlle ABa JPaKOHYMKA, YCTaBUBIIUCE
Ha Molo pri0y. Ho s 3Hasa, 4To 3T0 He K f0o0py... eClid PSAOM OETEHHIIH, TO MaTh HE MOXKET ObITh
maneko. 7 Bce ellle fiepaKajia TOIIOP HAar0TOBEe, HO 3TO OBIJIA BCETO JIUIIh MaJbIIIN... OHU UTPau APYT
C OPYTOM IIPSIMO ITepeno MHOM. [T0TOM 5 MOHSIIA, YTO UX, JOMKHO OBITh, IPUBJIEKIIa PEI0a, KOTOPYIO S
roToBUJIA. Y MeHs yxke OblJla OMHA, TaK YTO, HAaBepHOe, 3Ta MHe Obl/la He HyXKHa. f CHsJla ee C OTHS U
Opocuna gpakoHunkaM. OHM TYT Ke HaOPOCUNIMCh Ha Hee W Pa3fesuiu Ha TpouX. J Habmogana, Kak
OHM efsiT... ¥ [OKHa OblJla IPU3HATD... OHU BHITJIAEIN OUYeHb MUO... "IIogoXKau, 4To S TOBOPIO, 3TO
JKe IPaKOHH, KOTOPhIe BEIPACTYT U B KOHIIE KOHI[OB YObIOT MeHs", — yroBapuBaina g ce0s. Ho He
CMOTJIa ciepkKaTh YILIOKH, TIAAS Ha UX UTPUBYIO BO3HIO. JI1000ii pebeHOK... XOTS JeTH APaKOHOB
ObLT 0COOEHHO MUJIBIMU. ¢ peluia, 4To celyac caMoe BpeMsI HEMHOI'0 OTOOXHYTh. JIozKack Ha
JIUCThS, 5 YBUOENA, KaK OPaKOHUYMKK yOexKanu B KycTsl. [1o KpaitHe# Mepe, mpo6ieM ¢ MaMoii-
IPaKoHOM Y MeHs He OymeT...Bckope s 3aKphlia rfla3a ¥ MOTPY3uiIach B MPUSITHHIM MUPHBIN COH.
"Ckpun!" — pa3pgasncs pe3kui 3ByK. He mpoiino u Tpex MUHYT, KakK g 3afpeMana. f moacKo4una,
YBU[IEB, KaK TPU ApaKOHYMKa BHIOETaloT U3 KyCTOB U IIPSAUYTCS 3a MOMMHK HoraMu. Korfia 51 mopHsma
TOJIOBY, TO TIOHSIJIA, TOYeMY OHU OexXKalH... IPSIMO IIepeao MHOM CTOs/Ia CTast U3 CEMU BOJIKOB.
OTJISTHYJIach Ha OPAKOHYMKOB U YBU[IENIa, YTO HX OOUH BUM IPAKOHOB HUKOIMA He OB TAK HAIyraH,
OHM TIBITAJIUCh CIIPSATATHCS 3a MeHs. {1 ToCcMOTpesia Ha BOJIKOB, mpuOnuxkaoumxcs Bce 6muxe. Pas
IPaKoHH mo6ekanu ciofia, TO s Oymy CIenyIOIUM... TI03TOMY 5 JOCTajla TOIOP U BCTajla B 60EBYI0
IIO3UINI0. BONKK 0CTaHOBUIIKCH, OlleHKWBas MeHs. [[719 HuX g Oblla IPOCTO €0, HO g He cobupanach
cnaBaThcs Oe3 0osi. 4 pemnia cuenaTh mepBhil mar. "Pax!" — 3akpudana g, 6pocasch Ha HUX C
TOTIOPOM HaroToBe. Bonku pa3bexanuck. OnuH U3 HUX OPOCUIICS Ha MEHS, HO 5 YBEepHYIach. Bonk
KWHYJICS Ha MeHs, HO s OBICTPO yaapuia ero o Mopfe, IIOBa/IMB Ha 3eMJII0. 3aTeM s yBUfella, Kak
[iBa BOJIKA 3arOHSIOT B YrOJI AE€TEHHIIIEeN APpakKOoHOB. He 3Hato, 4TO 51 MOYYBCTBOBAJIa, HO S JOJIXKHA
Obla 3aLIUTUTL 3TUX APAKOHYUKOB. 71 6poCHIa TOIOP B BOJIKOB, ¥ OH IIOIAJI OMHOMY U3 HUX IIPSIMO B
60K. Bonk 3aBein oT Oonu, mafas. 1 6Gpocunach K HeMy, CXBaTuja TOIIOP U BCTana Iepef
npakoH4YrMKaMu. OfuH ITOBEPKEH, 0CTaI0Ch 1IeCTh, HO 5 3Haja, YTO 3TO JIUIIL BOIIPOC BPEMEHN. ..
Bonku pa30ekaiauch, KOrma Ha HUX OOPYIIUIICS OTHEHHBIH B3PHIB. 4 MOMHSIA TOJIOBY M YBUOENA, KaK
cunuii CMepTOHOCEL IPU3eMJIUJICA ¥ Hadall aTaKoBaTh BOJIKOB. OH BBIIIYCTHUJI LIXIIEL U3 XBOCTA,
II0Pa3UB TPeX BOJIKOB B JIAllbl, ¥ BBICTPEJIUJI B HUX OTHEHHOU CTPyel. BOJIKY IOHSAJIY, YTO UM He
CIIPaBUTLCS C IPAaKOHOM B IIOJIHBIM POCT, ¥ y0exkamu B jiec. [IpakKoH U3[asl MOCIeHUN PHIK, IpexX/e
YeM CJI0KUTh KPBIJIbS ¥ IIOCMOTPETh Ha MeHs. [IeTeHHIIN IpakKoOHOB OPOCHINCE K JPAaKOHY U3-3a
Moel CiuHBL. CMepPTOHOCEL CKJIOHUJI T'0JIOBY U IIpUXKaJICS K CBOUM MasibliiaM. "HaBepHoe, 3TO MaMa-



IpakoH", — TMpollenTasa 5, Habaogas 3a BOCCOeUHEeHNEM. 3aTeM ApaKOH-MaTh IOCMOTpeia Ha
MeHS ¥ IBUHYJIach KO MHe. §1 3HaJla, UTO eCJIM Halaay Ha Hee, TO Y MeHs He Oy[eT 1IaHCOB, U He
OBLIIO CMBICIA YOEeraTh, MOTOMY YTO OHa IMoWMaeT MeHs. OHa CTOosIjIa MPSIMO IIepe0 MHOM, TS Ha
MOt Tomop. f BCIIOMHUIA, KakK Purmep roBopui MHe, YTO IPAKOHH! He JII00ST, KOTfIa JII0IU AepKaT
OpyXkue, 9TO X HEPBUPYET, BeOb MHI 6e3 opyxkus. [109TOMY S OIIyCTHIIa B3TJISIA HA TOIOP, TIOTOM
CHOBA Ha JipakoHa. "He Mory moBepuTsh, 4TO g 3TO feflalo", — ImpolenTana s, 6pocuna Tomop Ha
3eMJII0 ¥ OTIIBHIPHYJIA €T0 0T ceb6si. [IpakoH TOCMOTpeI Ha OTOPOIIEHHEIN TOIOP, TIOTOM Ha MEHS, HO
g 3aMeTuia IepeMeHy B ero rjia3ax. M3 pacliupeHHbIX 3pa4K0B OHU IPEBPATUJIUCH B HOPMaJIbHEIE.
Iymato, oH 60Jbllle He BUOUT BO MHE YTPO3Hl. 3aTEM, CJIOBHO 110 HHCTUHKTY, 51 BRICYHYJa PYKy — TO,
4YTO A BUAENAa, Kak Punmnep coenan ¢ KomMapoM Ha pUHTE MATh IeT Ha3af. [IpakoH IIOCMOTPEN Ha
MOIO DYKY, IIpexae 4eM IMOOHECTH K HeHl CBOIO TOJIOBY. 91 6rina Tak HallyraHa TeéM, 9YTO MOXKeET
IIPOM30MUTH, UTO 3aKpHLja I'7la3a, a 3aTeM... I0YyBCTBOBajla Yellyo Ha cBoel nafgoHu. Korpa g
OTKpEHLIA I'J1a3a, TO yBUAENa, YTO OPAKOH IIPUKaJl CBOe PBIJIO K MOeU pyKe. 3aTeM OH U3[al
IIPOH3UTEJIbHEIY 3BYK U IIPUKAJICA K MOel pyKe. "Tak BOT Ha YTO 9TO IMOX0XKe", — CcKa3asa 4. f JaBHO
He UCIIBIThIBaza HUu4Yero momobHoro. Kazamoch, 4To MeXAy HaMM BO3HUKJIA CBSI3b, KOTHA MbI
IIpUKacaluch APYyT K APYTY. 3aTeM 5 yBUAeNa, Kak Ko MHe ogbexXanu Majbliiy Hagnepsl, KOTOphe
TOXKE XOTeJId MOero BHUMaHUS, U S MPOTSAHYIa PYKY U MOTIaAuia ux. To ObIJI0 TaKOe CTPAHHOE U B
TO K€ BpeMsl IPUSTHOE ollylleHue. {1 HUKOraa He Oblna Tak O1M3Ka ¢ ApaKOHaMu. 3aTeM 5
BCIIOMHMUJIA O CBOeii 3afiaue. 51 momkHa Oblyla BepHYTh MKKMHTA, a J0OPaThCS J0 3eMJIH, ITie OH
HaXOMMJICSI, MOXKHO OBIZIO TOJILKO Ha ApakoHe. 4 mocMmoTrpesna Ha Haamepa, KOTOPBIA CMOTPEN Ha
MeHs, a 3aTeM Ha ropy nosaau MeHs. — [1oxoxe, s Halllell CBOEro ApaKOHa, — MPOIIENTar 5,
II03BOJISASI €M HeXKHO TOorIaguTh MeHs. K MoeMy yOuBIEHUI0, 9TO YYBCTBO OBIJIO MPUSTHHIM, KaK JlacKa
COJIHEYHBIX JTy4ed. — 3Haelllb YTO... KaXXeTCs, BBl JBOE MHEe HpPaBUTeCh, — [00aBuUI 5, HEKHO
TIoYechBas ee Moa00POOOK, ofApaxas Punmnepy. B aToT Mur Mot pa3yM IeTKHY, BO3Bpallas MeHs
K 3aflaHnio. — MOXeT, 5 ¥ IOHUMal0... HO MHe HYXKHO IepedpaThCsl uepe3 Ty Topy, YTOOb HalTH Koe-
KOT'0, — CKa3all §, YKa3blBasg Ha BeIMYECTBEHHYIO BEPIIUHY, YBeHYaHHYI0 o0nakaMu. [IpakoH
IIOCMOTpeJia BBEPX U U3[ajla MPOH3UTENbHBIM NUCK. [[yMalo, OHa MOHAJA, Yero A X049y, KOTo g UIy.
OHa omycTHuach Ha KOJIeHH, TIpefiaras MHe 3abpaThCs Ha CIIMHY. B 9TOT MOMEHT § yCIbIIIal, Kak ee
IITEHIIB TOXKE U30al0T TPEBOXKHBIE 3BYKU. {1 HEe MOT OCTaBUTh UX OOHUX, HE C TEMU BOJIKaMU, KOTOPEIE
BCe elle Opoauy moOIu30CTH, U g ObITT YBEPEH, YTO UX MaTh TOXKe I'Ie-To pAmoM. f OrICTpo cobpan
IeTEeHHIIIel IPAaKOHOB M YIIOXKUI UX Iepen co0oi, 4ToOH cliemuTh 3a HUMHU. Korpga Mbl yqo0HO
YCTPOHUJIUCH Ha CIIMHE JpakoHa, OHa B3Mblia B He00. [IopEIB BeTpa ObLI HACTOIHKO HEOKUIAHHEBIM,
YTO Y MeHs IlepexBaTuiio geixanue. OKa3aThbCs Ha CIMHE ApPaKOHA... 9TO TO, YeTro JII0OU HUKOTAa He
WCIIBITHIBAIOT. JIeTeTh Ha HEeW, TTISIOS Ha MUP, PACCTUIAIONIUICS 1O TOOOM... TH YyBCTBYEIIb Ce0s
OTUHOKMM... 3TO CIIOKOMCTBHUE, KaK OYOTO TH eAMHCTBEHHBIN B MUPe 3[IeCh, HaBepxy. IMeHHO Tak
yyBCcTBOBaN ce0st MKKuHT. f moHsI 9T0 cetivac. OH PUCKOBAJ CBOeH XKU3HbI0 pagu be33ybuka,
TIOTOMY 4TO OBLJI € UHCTBEHHBIM KUBBEIM CYIIECTBOM, KpoMe [10TpoIuTesist, KOTOPHIM IPUHSI €T0... C
€ro HefloCTaTKaM{ U BCEM OCTAJIbHLIM... HO OH IIPUHSJI €r0 U CTal ero opyrom. Teneps g ObLI TOJOH
peumMocTy fobpaThes fo MKKKUHTa ¥ U3BUHUTHCS 3a BCE, UTO 51 eMy chesai. [loneT Ha ApakoHe
OBLI... KaK OBl 9TO CKa3aTh... HEBEPOSITHHIM, 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIKAM, OBICTPHIM... €CTh CTOJIBKO CJIOB, HO 5 HE
MOTY HaliT# CJI0B, 4TOORI omucaTh 3T0. Kak 6yaTO ThI 3HAEIIb, YTO 3TO 3@ YYBCTBO, HO OOBLSICHUTD €T0
HEBO3MOXKHO. [IpakOH IIOAHsIa MeHs BEICOKO BBEDX, TEIEPh S MOT BUETh OTHU [AepeBHU BOanu. Ham
He 1oTpeboBanoCh MHOT'O BpeMeHHU, 4ToOs IepebpaThcst uepes ropy. [anbiie ObUT TOJIBKO JIeC, U S He
3HaJl, C 4ero HayaTh, HO APaKOH IPOJo0JIXKasa JIeTeTh 10 TPOIUHKE... [lymMalo, OHa 3HAeT, 4TO I X049y
yBUOeTh MKKWHTa, ¥ HaBepHSAKA 3HAET, Ihe OH. [Ipoliiio coBceM HEMHOTO BpEMEHHU, ¥ IpaKOH CHOBa
Havaja CHUXKaThcs. HaBepHOe, OHa mpoOkIa B BO3AYXe MUHYT AECSATh UM MSATHAALATE, IIPexkae 4yeM
HavaJla CHUXKaTbh CKOpocTh. CHayasa pe3koe U3MeHeHrue CKOPOCTU U BHe3aIHOe TafieHue BEIOUIY U3
MeHS BO3MyX U, He Oyay BpaTh, CHavaja Halyrajd MeHs, HO Telephb Mbl TPUOINKAIUCh K 3eMII€.
Bckope oHa npr3eMIniach, ¥ g Cle3 ¢ Hee, TIOTJIafKB ee II0 Ilee ¥ 1100arofapuB 3a M0e3aKy. 3aTeM
OHAa yKa3aJia r0JI0BOY B HallpPaBJIEeHUU U NOATOJIKHY/Ia MeHd BIiepeqd. ¢ OrjgHyJICs Ha JpakKOHa, U OHA
CHOBA IT0Ka3asia TOJI0BOKM B TOM HallpaBJeHWHU, Ky[Ja MHEe Hy>KHO UATH... Kak OyOTO 3Hana, Ime



HaxomuTcsd KKUHT. 4 MOCMOTPEN B Ty CTOPOHY, Ky[la OHa X0TeJa, X 9TO OBIJIO BIIEPBEHIE... S
cobuparics ceoBaTh MPUKa3y ApakKoHa. IIOCKONBKY s He 3HaJ, Kyda UATH, S PEInsI, YTO JPaKOH
3HAET JIy4llle, U IOIIeJ B TOM HanpaBiaeHuu. O6epHYyBUIMCh Ha MTHOBEHUE, S YBUMEII, KaK IPaKOH
YXOOUT CO CBOMMHU NITEHLIaMHU. fl TOCMOTpPEN Ha3af U IPOJOIKUI yTh. f eI 0KOJI0 TPUALATH
MUHYT, TI0OKa He [IOCTUT Y3KOTO YIIesIbs, ¥ TPoIla Bejla MpsSMo Yepes Hero. & mocMoTpen Ha o6e
CTOPOHBI CBEPXY, UTOOHI YOEOUTHLCS, YTO TaM He XKAeT HUYero IJI0X0T0, ¥ IPofoiKui nyTh. Korga s
IOLIEeN M0 KOHIIA, OT OTKPHIBIIET0CS IIepefo MHOM BUOA Y MeHS IIepPEeXBaTUIIO AbIXaHHUE. ITO OBII0
oxoxe Ha ByxTy Ha Bepke, HO HAMHOTO, HAMHOT'0 OOJIBIIE... @ B LIEHTPE S YBUIEI OOJBIION 0COOHSK,
13 TPYOBI KOTOPOTO LIEJT ABIM, YKa3hIBAIOUIUY Ha TO, YTO KTO-TO OBIJT fOMa. f BUOET TOJIBKO ONWH CBET
B OKHe. — [loxoxe, s Hamesn Tebs1, UKKUHT, — cKa3aJ 5, TOPOBIM TeM, YTO JOCTUT CBoel Ienmu. — [la,
HallleJI, — yCJIBILIAN S FOJI0C, a 3aTEM... YepHOTa.
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