..."" ®exXTOBaJIBIIUK He OTBETUII Cpa3y. B3rua neByLIKY ONyCTUJICSA BHUS.

Ara, momyMara 5, 3a4eM OHUM MeHS cracaioT? OHU Ke ITPOCTO MOU OOUIUUKH.

Ho T0, 4TO OH CKa3an noToM, 04eHb MeHs yauBuio. "...Crnactu ero? f mocrapaimocs".
Mou rna3a OKpyIJIMIIUCh OT YOUBIIEHUS, YeIIOCTh OTBUCHA. "A?" — ¢ Oblyla mopaxeHa.
— Wgu.

U ona yuna. MoxerT, 51 ¢ caMOro Havalla UX HellpaBUIbHO NoHsIa? Yx? YyBCcTBYI0 cebOst TaKOM TYIIOM.
OHH ke IPOCTO IHITANIMCh CIIAcTH MeHs? ['ocrmoau, Hamo OBITIO 9TO HMOHSATE. [0 Yero xe s
6ecTtonkoBag? Criacany IPUUYAJIMBO KaK-TO, 3allyTaHO, IPU3HAI0... HO BCE Xe, pa3 OHU IIEITAJIUCh
II0MOYb, 4 II0BeJla cebs HellpaBUIbHO. f-T0O fyMasla, 4YTO OHU MEeHS II0-XOPOIIeMy CIAaCH... a II0TOM
BCE UCIIOPTUJIa CBOEM He0IarofapHoCThIO.

OCTaHOBUBIINCH, S IMOCMOTPeEIa, KaK OEBYIIIKA BEIMIIIAd Y€Pe3 3aJHI0OI0 OIBEPH I''TaBHOT'0 3adjia 3TOr0
pecTopaHa. ITocne TOrO, KaK OHa yiiijia, 1 I10CJie OOJITUX pa3I[YMI/IfL s1 TOKa4dasia TOJI0BOM.

"Bor, 51 OB HETpaB', — TeNephb PSAO0M CO MHOM OCTaJICSd TOJIbKO OTell. ¢l TIOBepHYJICS TUIIOM K HEMY U
CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY. "[IpOCTHTE, S MOCIENNII C BEIBogaMHu..." OmHaKO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa 51 coOupacs
3TO IIPOU3HECTH, PeasibHOCTh HACTUTTIa MeHs. B TpeTuii pa3 hexToBaIbIIUK IIPOJIETEN YEPE3
IIPOCTPaHCTBO. Ha 3TOT pa3 OH HapaBIIsICd IPSAMO KO MHe. 4 Jaxe He CMOT 3aKOHYUTH CBOU
U3BUHEHUA. Y TO, 4TO IOCIen0oBasIo 3a 3TUM, CTaI0 MOUM IIEPBBEIM YPOKOM XKU3HU. f IT0YYBCTBOBAI,
KaK ero xBaTKa Ha MOEM ropjie ycununach. i3 Moero pra BEIPBAJICS COaBlIeHHLIM KpUK. M He ycren s
OTIOMHHUTHCS, KaK yXKe IOBUC B Bo3ayxe. boree Toro, npuyuHoO# ToMy Oblila THIb aOCypaHas Cula
yenoBeKa. Korfa g 3aAbixasicsi, MOM HOTU IIPOAOJIKAIX HETPOU3BOJIbHO ABUTraThCA. "O-0oTmycTHTE..."
¢l mBITanICS TOBOPUTH, HO 9TO ObIIO 6ecrone3Ho. Bcé mpoucxonuio CaumkoM 6sIcTpo. Cepalle Moé
OXBaTHJIa MaHWKa. YenoBeK OB XJIagHOKPOBeH. OUeHb XJIafIHOKPOBeH. "MoHCcTp. Heyxenu TH B
caMoM feJie JyMall, YTO IOCJIe 3TOT0 S IPOCTO OTIyIny Te0s? Thl CUIOi OTHSN Y MaJlbulKa ero
JKU3Hb, TeJIo ¥ Oynyllee, U Thl IPOCTO XOYellb YUTH?"

4 O6v1n GeccusneH, a MO€ TojiokKeHne 6e3HameékKHO0. ByTO S HU4YEero He CTOWUJI, MeHbIIle, YEM IIbLIb U
I'PsI3b, CKOIUBIIKECS Ha O0THMHKAX 3TOT0 YeytoBeka. OH Opocu MeHs Ha 3eMyIi0. M cHOBa U3 MOEro
ropJia BEIPBAJICS COABJIEHHBIA KPUK 00H. S KaIIsiy, KaIisaa ¥ Kanuisana. YépT. Beino oueHb 00IBHO.

— A Temneph MHe JTIOO0MBITHO, YyJOBHILE, — IIPOM3HEC MyK4HMHa. Ero pyKy omacHBIM 00pa3oM
CKOJIb3HYJIM K PYKOSITU Meda. — KTo mocnan Te0s B Halll KjlaH PerHpenoB? KakoBa TBos nenb? UT0?
Y MeHs He OBITIO BpEMEHU OTBETUTD, HO MHE TYT K€ CYHYJIU B JIULIO APYyrue BOnpock. — Kako# y Te6s
ypoBeHb? «HU3KOypPOBHEBOE UyHOOBHINE», CKa3ana OHa. MaHa BhITeKaeT u3 Tebs... CoBepIeHHO
OYEeBH[IIHO, UTO THl HE KaK0Oe-TO MeJIKOoe KUBOTHOe 6e3 pa3yMa, BepHO? Tkl BELICOKOTO YPOBHS. XBaTUT
M37IeBaThCS Ha[l0 MHOM, Mep3aBell HeJOHOIIIeHHIN. ['T1e TBou MaHeprl? He cMOTpU CBHICOKA... A
oTBnEKcs. Kto Tebs cioma npucnan? KoMy Tl CITyKHUIIb?

— Y-yTo BEI roBOpUTE... — ['yx! OH IHYN MEHS B KHUBOT.
— Yymosuine. MaHepsl. He urpaii co MHOM B 3TH UTphl. KTO TEOs npucnan?

"P-pa3Be BHI He..." { TaKeno pbiman. Chaenas may3y, YTOOb OTABIIIATECS, MO COOeCeIHUK, ITOX0XKE,
He CTaJ MeHs folpalirBaTh. Korga s oTHbIIIANCS, Y MeHS IIOSBHJIAaCh BO3MOXKHOCTD 3aIUTUTH Cebs.
"... pa3Be BH He coOMpanuch... BMecTe c Baliell [o4epkrio, 1 uMelo BBUAY... CriacTd MeHs, HeT...?"

"O?" cripocus MyK4uHa C XMypheIM BUoM. "CracTtu Te0s1, 6ecCMBICTIEHHOE KUBOTHOE? f, 3



6rmaropogHoro KjnaHa PetiHpen, 6ymy crmacaTb 0TOpocoB Bpofe Te6s1? XM. IIporry Tebs, He CMeIn
MeHs". 91 He HaAIIEN CJIOB B OTBET. B TOT MOMEHT MeHs OXBaTHJIa TOJILKO OfHA MBICIb. I HUYEro He
3HAJI 0 KU3HU, HO, MOXKET, BCE 3TO OBLIJIO COBEPIIEHHO HOPMaJIbHO? YOUTH MeHsI, n30aBUTHCS OT MEHS
BOT TaK. f He XOTeJ YMUPATh, HO, MOXKET, 9TO ObIJI0 HOPMAaJIbHO.

"He xouemrs roBOpuTh? [10CTAaTOYHO YeCTHO". MyxKunHa 00HaXUJI CBOM Med. ¢ MombITanCcs
YBEPHYTHCS OT yOapa, HO S COBEPIIEHHO HEe YyBCTBOBAJ CBOEU HUXKHEW IIOJIOBUHE TeJla. TOIbKO
OOHUX PYK OBUIO HELOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! IBUHYTHCS € MecTa. "CriacTu Te6si, TOBOPHUIIL? JTO... TafHO.
4 coemnato 3T0 OBICTPO. CMEPTH CTAHET CIIaCEHUEM, KOTOPOE THl TaK OTHASHHO XKaXK[elllb TOIyYUTh".

JIu1o MCKa3uIoCh OT II0KA, XOTS, IPU3HATHCS, T UMEHHO 3TOr0 ¥ oxupa. [1o KpaitHel Mepe, 9TO
OBITIO SICHO M3 ero CJI0B. Ho pa3Be 3To Hemopa3yMeHue He 3allljio CIMIIKOM faneko? [TocToiTe-Ka, a
ObI10 T 3TO BOOOIIEe Heopa3yMeHueM? DTOT YeTOBeK Ha3Bajl MeHsS OeCIPUYMHHBIM 3aCPaHIIEM,
yymoBHIIEM. MOXKET, OH 3HAJI YTO-TO, YET0 He 3HAJI 1?

KnuHOK mopHSANCS BBEPX — 5 MalIMHAIBHO BEICTaBU PYKY B 3allIUTHOM JKeCTe, U TyT Med
oOpymuscs Ha MeHs. 3BYK paccedenusi. [IpaBasi pyka oTBanuiach. KpoBb XJIbIHY A Hapyxky. JInio
no6egHeno, 60k Mpope3ata Kaxayio 4epTy. [ mepBoro gHs 3To OBIJIO HEIIoxo0. d cMoTpern, Kak
MOS PyKa IafaeT U CIIBIIHO IIIENaeT O IepeBsSHHbIE IUIUTKY II0JIa.

"Xm? Cnabak? [Touemy? Pa3Be THl He cpaxaenibcsi? JlagHo. Kak moxesnaelb, 6€3M03TII0€ X KUBOTHOE.
Pa3 THI Takoi cnaboCUIIbHBIM, 3HAYUT, TaK OHO U ecTh. Cnabak". d paBHOOYIIIHO, HO C OTOPUYEHHEM
IIOCMOTpeEJT Ha Hero. "THl B3r/IAI0M CIIpallIiBaelllb, T0YeMy Thl yMupaels? Thl yMupaelsb, I0TOMY
yTO THI Cc1a0, Mep3aBell. Trl caM BeIOpas ObITH crtabeiM".

Huyero He mopenaels, HO, AyMalo, MyKurHa Obin 1paB. 1 6ri1 cnab. KpacHast KpoBb MCIIayKaaa MOU
IITaHH ¥ 3eMJTI0. M TYT... TOTOAKTe-Ka, YTO OmsITh? HOBEIM B3MaX, Ha 9TOT pa3 II0 MOEMY TOpIIy.

ToponnuBo s CXBATUIICS 3a TOPJI0 00eMMU PyKaMu — IIOTOJIUTE, HO S Be[b [IOMHIO, YTO ¥ MEHS HET
omHOM pPyKu. TeM He MeHee, s XOTsI OBl OMHOM PYKOU MPUKPEIT T'OPJI0, YTOOK OCTAHOBUTH KPOBB.
KpoBb Tak u xmectasna. Crnabbii, 6eCIIOMOIIHEINM, 6€CCHUIBbHEIA... KaK X0THTe MeHSI Ha30BUTE: S OBII
TaK¥M.

OpHaKO KakK HU CTPaHHO, Oosbie He 0110 60711, MoxkeT, MeHs cnaciau? HeT. 9Ta KpacHas Kpacka
BCe eIné TeKia, Jpyr. Moé 3peHue IOMYTHIIOCE, U s I03BONIKII cebe yIacTh Ha 3eMIII0, T JIexkKall
HEIIOIBUKHO.

910 OBLNIO JUIITL HaYalo MOEN HCTOPHUH, HO IIOCTIE BCET0 NTEePEeKUTOro s OB YBePeH 10 KpaltHel Mepe
B IBYX BelllaX. Bo-mepBhIX, ceitdac g Obl1 citab. Bo-BTOPEIX, €C/H 5 X04Uy XKUTh, MHE HYKHO CTaTh
CUIbHBIM. B 00I11eM, Bcs 3Ta CclieHa IpeKpacHO MHE 3TO IPoAeMOoHCTpupoBana. Ecnu g He Oyny
CUTIbHEBIM, S YMPY.

CormacHo TeM CUHUM TBOPEHUSIM C paHHUX BpeMeH, MHEe TOJIbKO YTO 3apOJUJIOCH CO3HAHUeE, KaK MHE
KaxkeTcs. { ompeeeHHO IIOMHIO KOT0-TO - TOT JKEHCTBEHHBIH, cJleTKa POOOTU3UPOBAHHBIH T'0JI0C -
TOBOPHUJ MHe 3T0. YepT. 1 TOJIBKO YTO CIOfa IOMaJl... ¥ BOT, BCE? f u BIpaBmy coOupaCh MPOCTO
HCYE3HYTh BOT TaK?

Hu 3a uyTto. Hu 3a uto B Mupe. Yepes mou Tpym! Ax, HO, IIO CyTH, [a, HET, MO TPYII yKe MepTB. Torga
He yepe3 MOou Tpyi!

Mos ropTaHb He Obljla TOBpeXkOeHa, HECMOTPS Ha yhap, KOTOPHIX S MONIy4ui. f BCE eIle Mor



TOBOPUTH. "{... He MOTY MPUHATh... 3TO..." HO TOIBKO 3BYK IIIAaroB MOET0 HamnafaBIlero OTBETUJI MHE B
Mope TULKHBL. OH YXOOUI IPOYb IMOCJe TOTO, KaK yaapuil MeHs. 3aTeM OH OCTaHOBUIICA. Torga s
IIPOCTEP PYKY U MPo6OpPMOTaIl el mapy ciioB. "d... yorio... Te0s..." 9 ¢ TpPyaoM BhIIaBiIuBal U3 cebs
3TH CJIOBA.

Ho 51 3Ham, 4To mpoCcTo mpe6riBas B 3a6myxkaeHnn. TOYHO TakK XKe, Kak Ta JeBYIIKa COBCeM HeaBHO,
KOTZIa OHa CIIPOCHJIA MeHsI, IOMHIO JIU I, KaK OHA fieJiajia TO UJIU UHOE.

4 6w MepTB. Mmu Kak OBl MEPTB, €CJIM 9TO UMeeT KaK0e-TO 3HaueHue. MHe IMPOCTO HyKHO OBIJIO 3TO
KaK-TO MPUHSTh. TaK yK BHIII0. EQWHCTBEHHBEIM BO3MOXKHBIM BapuaHT. IlepeocMbIC/IUBast BCe 3TO, 5
IeNCTBUTEIbHO 3a0TyKaajcs, eClId YK AyMaTh 000 BceM 3TOM. M BOT MOSI KM3Hb IOJOIIJIA K KOHIIY...

—OnHaKO HEeOXKMOAHHO
3BOHOK!

[ Tekymue HP BmecTunuina ynanu Huxe 1%. B ¢Bs3U ¢ 3TUM TeKylllee BMECTUININE IPU3HAHO
HEUCIPaBHEIM. []

XMm? {1 nmpaBUIBHO pacCibIIan?
BruManue! 3TOT mepeBod, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugéT mnepeBop
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