— He pmBuraiitecs, Baiie BricOueCTBO, — C CHJIBHBIM aKI[@HTOM IIPOM3HOCUT BPaXkKeCKUi COJIaT,
KOT'TIa BOKPYT AKAIlMK HapacCTaeT Jiell, HOOHUMAsICh U3 3eMJIM KPYTJILIMA TOHKUMU CTEHKaMH,
KOTOpBIE PACTYT ¥ 3aKJII0YAIOT €€ B KYIOJI000Pa3HEId IUIMHAD, B SUYHYIO CKOPIIYIY U3 TOJICTOTO
TbA.

Axanusi HaKJIOHSIETCS BIEpeN, YAapsieT pyKaMu 1o TIOpPbMe, a 3aTEM T'0JI0BOM, OCTaBIsAS ee
IIPUCTIOHEHHOU K 0apbepy, ¥ HaKOHel] 1103BoJisieT cebe cOaThCs U 3allylakarth.

— Homnb... — noBTOpPSieT oHa IIpo cels, HaKOHEI] 0CO3HAaB, YTO 3TO NENCTBUTENILHO BCE, UTO OHA €CTbh.
BHeIHu# BUM JTeASHOTO [IUIMHAPA 3aTyMaHEeH, TOCKOJIbKY MaTepuall He SIBJISeTCS MPO3PavyHbIM,
TI09TOMY OHa BUUT JIMILUEL HESCHBIE TEHU U PA3MBIThie (GUTYPHI, OBUKYLIUECS TI0 TY CTOPOHY. BHYTpU
MaJIeHbKOY TIOPbMEBI, B KOTOPOM OHa 3alepTa, BCe OCBEIleHO IPeIoMIIEHUSIMU MHOXKECTBa
Pa3IUYHBIX OTHEW, KOTOPhIe ITONAaJi BHYTPh, TOIBKO [/ TOTO, YTOObI OCBETUTEH IIPUCYTCTBUE
HACTOSIIIEr0 HUYTOXKECTBA C TAKUM KOJMYECTBOM 3P PeKTHHIX 1BeTOB. — HoJb, — NMOBTOPSET OHa,
yHOapsisich TOJIOBOM O CTEHY TaK CUJIbHO, YTO CTAHOBUTCS GOJIBHO.

He moxoxe, 4To ee coOupaioTcs yOuTh. Bumumo, OHU XOTSIT MJIEHUTH ee. [Toxoxke, Bparu 3HaJIH, YTO
OHA HaXOOHUTCS 37eCh, B ropofe, 6e3 oxpanbl. Ho 3auem eit BooO1e oxpaHa? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YTO
3[eCh eCTh TAKOT0, YTO CTOMJIO OBl OXPAHSTh?

Hwuuero.

OHa - abCoJIOTHOe, TIOJIHOE, OKOHYATeIbHOe N300pakeHne YyeloBeKa, BCs I[eHHOCTh KOTOPOIro KaK
CYIleCTBa CBOTHUTCS K HYIIIO...

— 1 OBI Ha TBOEM MECTe He CTaJl 9TOTO JejlaTb, — IIpepBajl €€ MBICIIN He3HaKOMBIN T'0JI0C.

['ma3a Akamuy MIKXPOKO PaCKPHIBAIOTCS, OHA CMOTPHUT, a 3aTeM IIOOHUMAET B3TJISI, OCMaTpuBas
KPOIIIeYHHIH My3kIph, B KOTOPOM OHA 3amepTa. I'ojoc 6511 coBceM 61u3K0. — [IpuMu 9TO OT MEeHS, —
TOBOPUT OH. — Ecnu TH Gymenrs gyMaTh 00 9TOM YKCIIe CIMIIKOM 4acTo, HY... [IpocTo He Haflo,
X0poIIo? — AKaIlus B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe OrJISIBIBAETCS 10 CTOPOHAM, He Ha0Iiogast B CBOEH TIOPbMe
HUKOT0: - MOXKeT, KTO-TO U3 COJIfaT pa3roBapuBaeT CHApyXKu?

Hy3blpb, B KOTOPOM OHA HAXOAOUTCHA, OBUXKETCS, IIPDUIIOOHUMAACE HA[ 3eMrieii. [Tog ee HoramMu
XPYyCTHUT Jie[, ee TIOPbMa CTaHOBUTCA IIOJIBUKHOM.

— Her, — oTBeuaeT royioc, CI0BHO IIPOYUTAB ee MEICTIU. — B n1000M ciydae, The s, 4epT BO3bMH,
HaX0XyCh? — crnpammusaeT oH. — O...

AKanys gyMaeT, YTO 9TO XOPOIIHUH BOIIPOC. B 3TOM TeCHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE OHA HE BUOUT HUKOTO,
KpoMe ce0si; TOIMbKO TEMHBIE TAHIIYIOIINE CUITY3THl BUOHEIOTCSI CKBO3b CTEKJISTHHBIE CTEHBI, — Ji?...
— CIIpallliBaeT T'0JIOC, MOHOCSIIUNCS CJIOBHO OTKYAA-TO M3ManeKa, U3 TEMHOTHI.



Ona YYBCTBYET OAaBJIEHHUE B CBOEM TeEJIe. Axanms CKUMaeT TPyOb U C YKaCOM CMOTPHUT BHHUI, BUOA,
KaK 4YTO-TO YIIMPAETCsAa el B )KMBOT HU3HYTPH.

— O... — IPOU3HOCUT T0OJI0C. — ITO... ITO HE TO, YeTO0 5 0KUaNl YBUAETh, KOTHa YXOOul 3a
IPOAYKTaMH...

B HeomucyemMoM yxkace AKaIMIO PBET, OHa UCIBITHIBAET OLIyIIeHNe IUKOTO PACTEPSHHOTO TEIECHOTO
yXkaca. AKaIlus OTIIJIEBEIBAETCS, €€ TPYIb B3IbIMAETCS, & U30 PTAa HEIIPEPHLIBHO BHIPHIBAETCS YEPHBIN
MCIIapSIOUUNCS OBIM, KOTOPHIM IIPOXOAUT Yepes3 rOpJIio U A3BIK, OCTABIISASI IPUBKYC MeTalla, 1
BEITEKAET Ha MEP3JIYIO 3eMJTI0 Y ee HOT, coYach U3 Hoca. OHa CHOBa 3a[bIXaeTCsl U U3BepraeT u3 ceds
etre OOJIBIIE IBIMA, HO HE YYBCTBYET, YTO TSIXKECTh B €€ BHYTPEHHOCTSX CTAHOBUTCST MeHbIIe. Teso
IIPOIOJIKAeT U3IMBATh U3 ceOs1 TBaph, HO JIEOSTHON My3BIPh JIUIIb HATIOTHSIETCS TSIXKEJIBIM OEIMOM,
KOTOPHIM COOMpPAETCs BOKPYT ee HOT, CKaIlJInBasiCh, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CBEPXY JILET B €€ TIOPEMY YEPHYIO
BOJly, HaMepeBasiCh YTOIIUThH €€ B Hell.

9TO HUKOT[a He IpeKpallaeTcs. Tak MpofosKaeTcsa A0 TeX 0P, IT0Ka ABIM He [OCTUTraeT KOJIeHeH, a
3aTeM U TaJluy, OHa IIBITaeTCd 3aKprUyaTh OT yKaca, HO 30 pTa He BBIPHIBAE€TCS HU CJIOBA, TOJIBKO
etre 0oJIbIIIee KOTMYECTBO CMOJIBL. TSI2KeJIbIN, XOTOOHBIN, BTAaXKHBIHM JBIM JOXOOUT [0 I'PYOH, ¥ BCKOpe
OHa TOHET B HeM, He B cuJjiax 00Jibllle U3BepraTh U3 ce6s 3Ty YEePHOTY, IIOTOMY UTO YK€ IOJTHOCThHIO
noroieHa ero. OHa OKpyXKaeT ee, KakK JIyXkKa YepHUJ, CMyTHO IaxHyllasd... Hu4eM. [IpocTo mycTorTa.

— YT0 XK, 3TO OBIJT HOBBIM OIIBIT, — I'OBOPUT I'0JI0C. [IBIM BOKPYT HEe IBUXKETCSI, HEMHOTO CTYIIAsCh C
OJHOM CTOPOHEI, KOTHa OH IPUKKUMAETCs KO Nbay. — VTak, MpHUsITHO IT03HAKOMUTHCS, — TOBOPHUT OH.
— MHe KaXeTcs, Y HaC OOuHaKOBLIEe JII00MMEIe ITUGPHEL. ITO Bedb 3[0POBO, IpaBAa? — CIpalliBaeT
OH. [IEIM HEMHOTO CTYIAeTCs U CTPYUTCS BHYTPU TIOPHMEI, IPOBEPSIS HA MPOYHOCTH CTEHEH
IIATAIOUIEWCS KOHCTPYKITUU. — ¢ CIIBIIIAI TBOM MBICIIA C TOM CTOPOHBL. $1 GBI M3BMHUIICS 3a
BTOPKEHUE B TBOE TMYHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, HO... CaMa IIOHMMaelllb... — TOBOPUT I'0JIOC, OCTaBJISIS BCE
KaK ecTb. — MoxeT ObITh, TeOe CTOUT 3aBTPa I03aBTPAKaTh?

— Kt0 THI?! — KpU4uT AKauus, ee ClIoBa 3aryIaiT ObIM.

— Xopotu# BOIPOC, — OTBEYAET CYIIHOCTh. — HaBepHOe, g - HUYTO, — 00BSICHSIET OHa, U TeHb KakK
OBl HaMaTHIBAeTCs Ha cebs.

['ma3a AKalvy pacIIdPUIKCh, U OHA IIPUCIIOHUIIACH CIIMHOH KO JIbAY, €€ HOTH MO-TIPeXHEeMY 3aKaTkhI,
¥ OHa MHITAeTCs BEIPBATHCS. HO OHA MOTHOCTHIO MOTPyKeHa B HeTo, Kak U OH B Hee. [laxe 1mocie
M3BJIEUEHUS BCEX MCITAapEeHUI OHA BCe ellle YYBCTBYET ero B CBOEM HyTpe, H3BHBAIOLIET0Cs B IYCTOTE,
CJIOBHO TIapa3uT, HACTOIFKO OTPOMHBEIM, YTO €r0 HUKOTIa He YOACTCs MOJTHOCTHIO U3BIIEYb.

— 3HauuT, IpUHIlECca, fa? — ClpallrBaeT OH. — [lukue Bely. UYto 3a mup. Ho Benb Marus
CYIIIECTBYET, 3TO 3[MOPOBO, IIpaBfa? — cupalmBaeT oH. — He oOpairait BHUMaHus. J Kak OB B TBOUX
MBICIISIX.

AKkalys BCKpUKHUBAET OT yXKaca, B TaHUKe pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMU, MbITasiCh OTTOJIKHYTh €T0, HO
0e3pe3yNnbTaTHO. Y HETo HET HU Tejla, HU GOPMEI, HU ouepTaHuit. OH - BCET0 JUIIb T'yCTOU, MTOTHBIN



OBIM, K KOTOPOMY OHa HE MOZXKET IIPUKOCHYTLCSA, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO OH HAXOOUTCA PAOOM.

— ...Jla, 1 TOXKe YaCTO CTAJIKUBAJICI C 3TUM B CBOEH NMpexXHeHr XKU3HU, — B3ObIXaeT roiaoc. — Henerko
OBITH HUKEM, He TaK JIN? — CIIPAIINBaeT OH.

Ycnelmas 3TOT BOIpoC, AKallisl BHe3allHO OCTaHABIMBAETCs, ee KyjlaK BCe ellle BUCUT BHYTPU AbIMa,
KOTOPBIY IIPOCAaYMBAETCS CKBO3b €€ CXKaThle MajblLbl, CJIOBHO TeKy4Yas BOHa, ¥ TSAXKeJIbIM IIapoM
KJIyOUTCSI BOKPYT TIOPbMBI. Me[iJIeHHO ITOIHUMas B3I, OHa CMOTPUT Ha ITyCTOTY, KOTOpPas ee
OKpyZKaeT ¥ KoTopas ee 3anonHsgeT. OHa B yKace U PaCTEPSIHHOCTH; BCe KaXeTCs er
HelpaBU/IbHLIM, OHA CJIOMJIeHa JyXOM M pa3yMoM: — ...f IIPOCTO X0Tesa CTaTh KEM-TO, —
npo0opMOTasia OHa, He MTOHMUMAs, TI0YeMy KMEHHO OHA Pas3rOBapHUBAET C CYIIHOCTHIO, YTO 9TO TAaKOe U
B0OOIIIe ©MeeT JI1 Bce 3TO cMbIc. OHa yXKe MpoIiyia yepes3 Bce 3To. OMHAKO 3TO OILIYIeHWe CMYTHO
3HAKOMO, OHA He MOXKET ero 00bsICHUTL. — He Tak yK MHOTO ¥ Hafio OblJI0, — IPU3HAeT AKaIus.
TbMa IBUKETCSI BOKPYT, U3BUBAsICh. — [IpOCTO... 4TO-HUOYOb. UTO yrogHo. TonbKo Gosblile, 4eM HO...
— OHa OCTaHaBIMBaeT cels, KOTfla TEHHU CTYIIAI0TCs, MyIbCUPYsd. — Bombille, 4eM HUYETO.

IbIM IBUXKETCS, KIy0sICh BOKPYT Hee, Kak jief: — [1a, s TeOs moHUMalo, — oTBevYaeT oH. — Illyuy,
OJTHAKO; TI0X0Xe, ST UCIIOJTHUJI CBOE XKeJIaHKe... BPOMIe TOTO.

— Kr0 TBHI?— - CHOBa CIipalirBaeT oHa. — Tkl meMoH? IIpu3pakx?

[TycToTa CTATUBaETCS, CTYLAeTCS B eQUHYI0 MacCy, a He OoCcTaeTcs B Buzie 00j1aKa, 3aIl0JIHSIOIIEr0
JefsgHoM my3slpb: — HUKTO, — MOBTOPSieT oHa. — Kak Oy, Tak U eCTh, U, BUAUMO, Bcerga Oyny.

— TBI CUNIBHBEIA? — CHpaIlIUBaEeT OHA.

— 3a OBa Mecslla 1 Hay4uICcs OTKUMaThCS TPUALATh pa3. MHe HpaBUTCSA AyMarTh, UTO 5 B UTpe, —
OTBEYaeT OH.

9TO COBepIIEHHO HEYMECTHO, YUUTHIBAsI KOHTEKCT, HO AKalus He MOXKET He CMeSIThCS Hajl 3TUM
HeJIeIILIM 3asiBieHueM. [leByIlIKa CMeeTcs, CKUMasi CBoe HyTPO, MTOCKOJIBKY TO, UYTO MOXKET OBITh TH00
HeOOJIBILIOM MTePeIbIIIKON B 6€3yMUK 9TOTO [HS, MO0 ero 060CTPEeHNEM, TIOJTHOCTHIO OBIIA[IEBAET €10.
TpymHO cKa3aTh HaBePHSKA.

— Ecnu 6b1 51 6611 KeM-TO... Hy... — HauMHAaeT rojioc, IOCTENeHHO 3aTuXas Iocjie OUeHb NOJTron
nay3el. — Kopoue, g 3Ha0, YTO MBI TOJIBKO YTO II03HAKOMMIIUCH, HO Y MEHs eCTh CTPAHHBEIU BOIIPOC, —
roBoput oH. — Ecnu OB 51 OBl KeM-HUOYOb, — CHOBa IPOOyeT rojioc, UCXOASIIUN U3 IIyCTOTH BOKPYT
Hero. — KeM 0wl 51 ObLI, I0-TBOEMY MHEHHUIO? — CIIPAIIUBAET OH.

Akanys CMOTPHUT B TEMHOTY, IPOTUpPAas r'1a3a. Eif HpaBUTCS 3TOT BOIIPOC. B KAKOM-TO CMEICTIE 3TO TO,
YTO OHa X0Tesla Obl TOXKe KOMy-HUOyAb 3afiaTh: — HaBepHOe, caMbIM falleKUM OT TOT'0, UEM T
ceryac SIBISENIbCs, UIU? — IpefaraeT oHa. — KeM yrogHo - 9T0 nydiie, 4eM HUYETO.



— CaMBIM faneKkuM... — CMYIIeHHO mpo6opMoTasia TeHb. OHA MIaBaeT BOKPYT, CJIOBHO phida B
CIUIIIKOM MaJIeHbKOM aKBapHuyMe, KpyXkach ¥ He Haxons ce0e MecTa. — [IpOCTO rUMIOTETUYECKH, a
KeM OBl TH X0TeJla OBITh? — CIIpalllMBaeT OHA, Oe37TuKas GUrypa IoBOpaunBaeTCs: B €e CTOPOHY.

Akanys HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi CMOTPUT Ha Hee, ee yXkac paccessics. OHa 3HaeT, 4YTO BCEro CeKyHAy
Ha3aj X0Tela, YTOOH ee Ccrpocuu 00 3TOM, HO Telepb, KOTMa BOIIPOC ITPO3Bydall, OHa OKa3ajlach
COBEPIIIEHHO He T0TOBa K HeMy. KOHeYHO, MBICTIH ee IISIIYT MeXIy ThicST4aMu Belrell. Ecnu O OHa
MorJia OBITh KEM-TO, TO X0TeJia OBl OBITH TeM, KOTO JIeJICIOT, IOYHUTAIOT, XOTST; CHIbHEIM, TOOPBIM,
0J1arOpPOOHLIM, CIIPABEIIMBEIM ¥ BCEMH OCTAJIbHBEIMM KaYeCTBaMHU, K KOTOPEIM MOXKET CTPEMUTHCS
YyeJIoBEK B ITOMCKaX CoBepileHCTBa. [TonHoTa. He megpoTamMu MaTepraabHOIO MUPA, a IeApoTaMu
IyXOBHOTO. JIIOOMMBIY, 1IeJIbHBIN ¥ COBEPIIEHHBIN.

— (QaHTa3upyH, mpoaoKaii, — nogbagpuBaeT ronoc. — 4 He 3Hai Tebs, a TH He 3Haellb MeHs. He
CTBHIOUCH.

AKkarysi, He CMYIIIasCh, CMOTPUT Ha HETO ¥ KuBaeT: — f Ovlia OB KOPOJIeBOM, — IMOSICHSIET OHa,
yKa3wIBasi Ha celsi. — f1 xoTesna OBl OBITH KOPOJIEBOM, — PEIIUTENIbHO 3asiBnsgeT Akauusi. — U g Obl
co3maja MUP, B KOTOPOM HHUKTO ¥ HUKOT{Ia He MCIIKITHIBAJ ObI TAKOM ITyCTOTHI.

— 0-0-0... XopoIuit 0TBET, Ballle BemnuecTBo, — 0TBEYAET TOJIOC, BO3SMOXKHO, C CAPKAa3MOM, a
BO3MOXKHO, X HET. — JlaBaiiTe TakK U COeJlaeM.

— A? — HegoyMeBaeT Akanus, Mopras.

— 4 Bcerma X0Tes KeM-TO CTaTh, — 0OBSICHSET r0oIoC TeHu. — Hy, Temneps 5 3mech. Marus, BUOUMO,
CYIIECTBYET, a 1 - y2&KaCcHOe Yy[OBHIIE, TaK YTO, MOXKET, IIOUTPaeM B IPUTBOPCTBO? — IIpeaiaraeT OH.
— Tel u 9, — TeHb OBUXKETCA K Hel, HaBUCas HaJ ee TO0JIOBOM U TPaHCPOPMUPYeETCS B popMy, IOYTH
IIOX0XKYIO Ha MY2KCKYI0, HO He coBCeM. — Tkl Oyellh UTpaTh KOPOJieBY, — 00BACHIET OH. — A 51 Oyny
UTpaTh pPellapsi. Mb cielaeM 3TO BMECTE.

— 4 He mymalo, YTO XKH3Hb TaK YCTPOEHA, — OTBedaeT AKalus, BIIepPBLIe 3a II0C/IeNHEE BpeMs
COXpaHss YABIOKY. OTO MOYTH MuUjas unes, eciid OBl OHa ¥ BCS 3Ta CUTYalus He ObIIM y2KacalouuMu
B CBOEM KOHTeKcTe. Ho, KpoMe TOro, 3T0, KakK H HEJIOBKO, HEMHOT'0 CMyIlaeT. Ee yXKe maBHO He
IIPOCHJIM UTPATh B IPUTBOPCTBO.

Ho Benp pUTBOPCTBO - 9TO JIydllle, YeM HUYero, He Tak 1u? [1o KpaliHel Mepe, IPUTBOPCTBO - 3TO
OO0BIIION IIIar 10 CPABHEHHUIO C MOTHOM IyCTOTOM, He TaK JIu?

— ITouemy OBl 1 HET? — cIpaluBaeT oH. — Tebe eCTh YeM 3aHSITHCS?

Akanys orisgabBaeTcs BOKPYT cebsg. 9To, KOHEeYHO, abCypAHBIN BOIIPOC, HO Bce 3T0 abcypaHo. OHa
CHOBa CMOTPUT Ha CYIIECTBO U KayaeT TOJI0BOM.



— Her, GmaropogHbIil C3p phIllapb, — OTBEYAET OHA, TOTOBAsI IPHUCOEIUHUTHCS K UTpe: - [ToueMy OvI
U HeT?
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