BHU3Y, B CHIPOH, 3aTXJION KOMHaTe, OeqHas IJIeHHUIIA TOMUIACh B MPAaYHOM Iof3eMenibe. KTo
IIPUHOCHII e¥ CIofa e[y, OHA He 3HaJla. YTPOM OHa BCerha HaXO[ujIa CTOSBIIYIO ¥ CTEHBI KOP3UHY C
e[oi, KOTOPYI0 KaKUM-TO 06pa30M OIIyCKaJlu Ciofia, IToKa OHa CITaja.

BenHas XeHIIKWHA JTHITh MallMHAIBHO IPUHUMANA eny u muThe. OHa yKacaaach 9TOU JXKaIKOH
JXW3HU, HO BCe XKe He X0Tejla yMHUPaTh, OHa X0Tesa BhIepKaTh pafud CBOero pebeHka!

Bo3MoxHO, Bor cxanuTcs Haf ee y4aCThI0 U COBEPIIUT Yy4O, KOTOPOe IIpUHECEeT el CllaCeHune u
cBobony! OH, He KeJlaBIIKK, YTOOH ee I0HAs XKU3Hb 000pBajach B IIPYAY, HE OCTABUT ee cerdac B ee
CTpamaHusax!

Pa3sBe Ynbpux 'anc He cTaHeT ee uckaTth? OH 3HaI, YTO OHA OTIIPaBUIaCh B 3aMOK!

Ynbpux Bce ellle TI00UT ee, OH He YCIIOKOUTCS, TIOKa He HalfieT ee. Bce ee HafeXk/bl BO3JIarajuch Ha
HETO.

Tak oHa MPOBOOUIIA IIe/IkIe MHMU, [JlaYa ¥ MPUYUTAsi, ¥ He MOTJIa 3aCHYTb HouaMu. Ee peOeHOK — ee
T'aponbg — 9T0 Obl/Ia ee eIUHCTBEHHAS MeuTa, ee TOMJIeHHEe, KOTOPOe YTHeTAJIo ee Cepylle.

U cHOBa OHa cupgena, TOPbKO phifiasi, Ha CBOEU COJIOMEHHOU MOCTEeNIH, KaK BOPYT LIyM 3aCTaBUII €€
nofgHSaThCS. OHa IPUCyIIagach Ha MTHOBEHUE, 3aTeM IOOHSIACh U TUXOHBKO IIOIJIa B TY CTOPOHY,
OTKy[la [IOHECCS 3BYK.

Ho He mo6paBIuch 10 CTEHHI, OHA YCIbIIIana TUXUHM TPeCK, Kak O6yaTo cpaboTan KaKoh-TO MeEXaHU3M,
a 3aTeM oOHapyzKuJa Ha MOy KOP3KWHY C e[oi, KOTopasi, CJIOBHO ITOSIBUIAaCh U3 HUOTKYHA.

3HAYUT, 3MeCh OTKPHIBAJICSA IOTalHOU BX0N! BOOXHOBIEHHAS MBICIIBIO O TOM, YTO 3[€Ch, BO3MOXKHO,
HaXOOUTCS IyTh K CBOOOJIe, OHa MPUHSIach OeCIIpecTaHHO IapUTh PyKaMH 110 CTEeHe U 110 TIOJY.

Ho Bce ee IOIBITKY OTHICKATh CereTHbeI IIpOX0oa OKa3aJIuCh 683pe3YJ'H;>TaTHbIMI/I, " HaKOHEII,
CMEPTEJIbHO yCTaBIIasd, OHA BEPHYJIACh HA TIOK COJIOMEI M ITPOBAJIUIIACH B TJIY6OKI/II;I COH.

Ho Kak TO/IbKO OHa IIPOCHYIach Ha Cledylollee yTPO, OHa C ellle OOJIbIINM YIIOPCTBOM IIPONOJIKIIA
CBOU IIOMCKH.

B cBoeM pBeHUU OHa He 3aMeTHsIa, Kak IIPoJIeTesio BpeMs. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHU el IpUX0guioch
OTOBIXATh, TOTOMY YTO ITOMCKM M3MATHIBAJIH €€.

[Tpoien neHb, HACTYIUT Bedep, ¥ ['epaa B oT4assHUU 0OJIOKOTHIIACH O CTEHY, CJI0KUB PYKHU B
MoJuTBe. U3 ee yCT MOHOCUIKCH TSIXKEJIbie B3[OXM: TEIeph OHa Oblla BEIHYXKIEeHA ITPU3HATH, YTO BCE
ee YCUJIHS 0Ka3auCh HAllPaCHBIMH.

— Orterr HeOECHEIN, — MyMalla OHa, — HEYXKeJH Thl COBCeM 3a0bl/l 0 CBOeM HeCUYACTHOM CJIETIOM IUTS?
YT0 5 coenana TaKOTo, YTO 3aCTaBUIO Tebst pa3odyapoBaThCs BO MHEe? KoHewHO, Thl oOpEI# ['oconb
— 0, TTI03BOJIb MHE €IIle Pa3 IPOCIIAaBUTh TBOIO JOOPOTY!

3aTeM OHa YCIIbIIIaJIa II03aau cebst CKPHII, ¥ CPA3y XKe II0CJIe 3TOr0 OHA u3dajia TUXUHI KPHK.
O Boxe, 4TO 3TO OBIIO?

ITo3agu Hee CTeHa BHE3AITHO pacCTymnuiacCh, 1 OHa HEIIPEMEHHO yIiajla Onl, ecyiu OBI He YXBATHUJIACh 3a
CTEeHy. CHauasa oHa He IIOHSJIA, YTO IIPOMCXOOUT. CnoThIKasiCh, OHA IOMSATHIACh HAa3a[ 1 BOPYT
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa JYHOBEHHUE BETEPKA, IIOOYBIIETO Ha HEe.



Benukuit Boxke, Heyxkenu ee MONMUTBa Oblla yCbllIaHa, HEYKeIW OHa Halllla BRIXO[ U3 CBOEM
TeMHUIIBL?

Bouctuny, 310 67T He coH! OTrmsgmeBIIMCch BOKPYT, OHa 00HAPYKHMIIA, UTO Imepen Hel mpoxond. Ho kak
JKe OHa CMOTJIa BEIPBAThCS U3

13 noa3eMenbsa? HeyxKenu ee pyKu CIydaHO KOCHYJIMCh — TOTO— MECTa, e IPUBOAUIICS B
OBHAXKEHWEe MeXaHU3M IIOTaluHOU JBEpU?

Ho cenuac y HEee He OBLII0 BPEMEHU PAa3MEIIIIATH 00 9TOM. Tpenema, OHa IIOCIIEIINIIa OasbIlle, JyMas
TOJIBKO 00 OTHOM: IIPpOYb OTCIOOQ, IIOKa He IMOAOCIIEN Bpar ¥ He ITIOMeIlaJl eit 6exkaThb!

B xoHIIe Kopumopa OHa BOPYT HAaTKHY/IAcCh Ha OBepb. [I0CKOJIBKY KJII04 HAXOOUJICS B 3aMKe, OHa
OTKpEHLIA IBEPh U BHIIILIA HapyXKy. Korga cBexuu, NpoxIafgHE HOYHOY BO3IyX OOV Ha Hee, B
TJla3ax ClIaCeHHOM MOSIBUIIUCH SIPKUE OTTEHKU 3eJIeHOTo, U, Bo3zieB 00e pyKu K HeOy, OHa, 3aUKasCh,
IIPOU3HECTIA:

— l'ocnogu, T'ocnogu, st 6;aromapio Te6st, uTo Thl TOMUIOBAT MO0 AyIIY!
[TpuxkaB pyku K GelreHo ObI0IIEMYCS CEPAIY, OHA XKaHO BOOXHYJIAa HOYHOM BO3OYX.

Ho uto Teneps? Yto genath? BexkaTth Kyfa ria3a rasaasat? A kak ke guts! Het, 6e3 pebeHKa oHa He
yiimeT. be3 criHa ee XKU3Hb U CBOOOMa HUUEro He 3Havar.

— l'aponba, Moe MUJIOE OUTS, TBOS MaTh UAET 3a TOOOM! — mIenTana OHa PO ce0si, CYaCTIUBO
ynbibasic. — OTHBIHE He OYOyT yKJIaabBaTh TeOs B IIOCTENb YyXKUe PYKH, HET, T OyIellb OTALIXaTh
y TIpefaHHOTo, oOporo cepylia TBoel MaTepu!

Io cux mop ciemnas XKeHIrHA MeIJIEHHO IIarajia B TEMHOTE I'YCTEIX IePEBbEB, HO TEIEePh — OPOXKb
HEBBIPA3UMOK PajOCTH IIPOHECIIaCh 0 ee Telly — OHa Bce Oosblie u OOJbIe 0CO3HABANA, YTO 3PEHUE
K Hel IOCTeNeHHOo Bo3BpaiaeTcs. OHa He TONBKO BUesIa TYCKIIBIH CBET JTYHH, HO U pa3iudaria
TE@MHbIe 0YePTAHUS IePEeBLEB U KYCTOB.

ABTOMaTHYECKM OHA ITOHEMHOTY ITPOJBUTaIacCh BIepe], KaK BOPYT OKa3ajach Ha MOJISTHE, 3aJTUTON
CcepeOPHUCTHIM CBETOM JIYHHI.

[n1s1 HecyacTHON, U3MYUEHHOM XKEeHIIUHE 3TO OBUIO CIIUIIKOM OOJIBIIUM CYacTheM — OHa oOpesa
cBoOOMy, ¥ K HEl BO3BPATUJIOCH 3peHHue!

Massb MaTepu JIECHUYEero U II0JIHasd TEMHOTa B IIO0g3€MeEJIbe OalHy, KOTOpPas OKPy2KaJla €e, OKa3aJix
6J'Ia1"0TBOpH06 BNIMSTHKE Ha OOJIbHEIE TJla3a.

Korma oHa Bce ellle CTOsi/Ia B HEPEIIUTENIbHOCTH, He 3Hasl, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY ITOBEPHYTh, OHA BAPYT
yCIbIlIazia pa3faBIIrecs Iary 110 TPaBUi0 JOPOXKKU. McrmyraBuIich, OHA CKPHUTAch 3a KyCTOM.
Mexpy BeTBSIMU OHa YBUOEJA MYKUMHY, KOTOPHIN MeJIEeHHO IOJOIIeN K CKaMelike U yCTaslo Ha Hee
cern. Ho oHa He MOr/a pa3rigfeTh ero 4epT JIMIA, TOJIbKO 0OUYepTaHus QUTYpHL

Torga BjIaCTHBINM T'OJIOC TPOMKO IO3Bal:
— Ko mHue, I'ektop! JlexxaTts!

Bompmioit KprIHBIfI Inec 6pOCI/IJ'IC$I K HEMY, HO He JIET, a IPUHIOXUBAJICA K BO3YyXYy, CJIOBHO Y4YysB
KaKOH-TO 3allaX, ¥ TOJILKO II0CJIe O‘-IepeJIHOfI KOMdHIBI XO034KWHA YJIETCA PAOOM C HUM.



Ho konenu 'epasl BOPYT APOTHYIH; TOJBKO C TPYAOM OHA cAepKaia KpuK. ITo O 0H — ['aHC,
CHUIEBIINY 3[eCh B OOMHOYECTBE; OHA y3Haja ero IIo royocy.

3afbIxasich, OHA YXBAaTHUIIACh 3a CTBOJ Ay0a, 4TOOH HE yIacTh Ha 3eMiT0. Bcero oguH ee KpukK, ¥ OH
y3HAeT, 4TO OHA, Ta, KOTOPYI0 CUMTAIOT MEPTBOM, KHBa!

Heckomnbko CEKYH]I OHa CTOs1JIa Ha MeCTe, 3aTauB ObIXaHWE U HEIIOOBU2KHO T'JId0s1 B Ty CTOPOHY, I'le
BUOHEIACh €0 YePHad TEeHb. Ho 3aTeM, CI0BHO IOATOHSIEMAas BHICIIEN CHUJION, OHa MeOJIeHHO
ImIar"yJia BIIEPen.

I'pad TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJICS C OXOTHI U YCTAJI0 PACIIONIOKUICS 30eCh, YTOOB HEMHOT'O0 OTIOXHYTh
nepen TeM, KakK OTIIPaBUTHLCS OOMOM. [10/10KUB IOJI0BY Ha PYKH, OH 3alyMUMBO CMOTpPEJI IIepeN
coboii. OH CHOBa 3afyMaJsics O TOM BHICTpeJie B OpayHyI0 HOYb, KOTOPHIY BCe ellle 0CTaBaJIC [AJIg HEro
Hepa3pelleHHOU 3arafgkou.

3aTeM HerpOMKUH IIIyM 3aCTaBUJI €T0 BHE3AIHO IIOOHATH I'Jla3a, U TaM, IOJ IePEBbSIMHU, OH YBUOET
CTOSIIIYIO0 B TEHU XKEHCKYIO QUTYDY.

OH HemoJBUXKHO YCTaBUJICS Ha Hee. Heyxkenu 9To m10f ero BooOpakKeHus?

Ho B crmemytomuii MOMEHT U3 €ro pTa BHIPBAJICS XPUILILIMA 3BYK. ['paduHs KaK pas chenasa IIar
BIIepe[], TaK 4YTO JIYHHBIM CBET IPKO Mafasl Ha ee YepTHL.

B yxkace rpad ycraBuics Ha HOUHOe HaBaXkKIeHNe, B KOTOPOM yTafbIBaIiCh YePTHl €Tr0 YMepIen
keHbL [I0T OT cTpaxa BHICTYNUII Ha ero nuile. OH X0Tes ObI0 BCKOUUTh, HO €T0 HOTH OBIIN
TIapai30BaHHL.

Temeps 370Belllee IpHUBUEHNE YTpoXKalollle MOAHSAIO Hal HUM PYKY, U OPOKaIIii ToJIoC BO33Bal K
HEMY:

— T'ope Tebe, rpad [TakiHax, 4yTo TH Hagemnasn! Tkl pefan CBOIO CIIEMYIO KeHY U ITall HaCTOIhKO
HM3KO0, YTO IpefaHHas ToOOM XKeHIIMHA PeuIniack yTonuThcsi! CBOI0 M0O0BHUITY TH ITOBEIT K
asnTaplo, HO He XXeHa OHa Tebe, u00 — TBOS IepBasi XKeHa He yMepJia; OHa CIacjiach U Xuba!

HakoHel-To oreneHeHune, KOTOPOE [0 CUX ITOP OXBAThIBa/IO rpada, mpoImto. C XPUILIEIM KPHKOM OH
BCKOYMJI Ha HOT'Y ¥ YCTPEMUJICS BIIepe[l HaBCTpedy CTpaHHOMY siBJieHHI0. Ho He ycmen oH fo6exkaTh
10 HEro, Kak OHO BOPYT UCUYEe3JI0, CJIOBHO TYMaHHHIM 00pas.

3acToHaB, OH CXBaTUJICS 3a 7100. KoHeuYHO, 3TO Gblyla TUIIH UIITIO3UST €70 B3BOJTHOBAHHEIX YYBCTB,
WHaue u ORITh He Morio! I'epma ymepiia, a MEPTBEIE He Bo3BpalawTcs! OH CBUCTHYT co0ake,
KOTOpasi, OCKy/IuBasi, OPOCUIACEH B KYCTHL.

2KuBOTHOE HeMe[JIeHHO BEPHYJIOCh, HO y2Ke coOMpasiock IOBEPHYTh Ha3ag — Kak yOap XJIbICTa
3aCTaBHUJI €T0 IYTJIUBO MOMSITUTHCS.

CnoBHo mpecnenyeMsbiit pypusmu, rpad [llTaltHax momMyasncs K 3aMKY. 3allbIXaBIIUCh, OH J00pascs oo
3aMKa, COIIPOBOXKIaeMbIili co00aKoM, 1 y:Ke coOMpasCs MOCIENIUTh B CBOI0 KOMHATY, KaK BAPYT U3
[BEpeU BhHIILIA YOJIIH.

Ona 6pocunach K HeMy C PagOCTHEIM BO3TJIaCOM:

— AX, HaKOHeI-TO THl BepHYJIC!



Ho cnoBa 3amepnu Ha ee rybax, KOrjja OHa B3IJIsHyJa B ero 0eJ0CHEeXKHOe JIUIIO.
— Boxe moi, 'anc, 4To ¢ T060#? [ToyeMy ThI TakK BHITISTUIIL?

[Tpu 5TUX CTOBaX OHa X0TeJla HeXKHO 00HATH ero. Ho Bo30yKIeHHEIN MyKUKHA ITIOYTH C CUJION
OTTOJIKHYJI €.

— OcTaBb MeHs1! — 3afibIxasncs OH. — MHe Heo0XOIUM IOKOM, s HeBaKHO ce0s YyBCTBYIO!
U mpexpge 4eM OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO MPOU30IIIO0, OH IOCIEIINI MUMO Hee B CTOPOHY CBO€U KOMHATHI.

[TopaxkeHHas, OHa ITOCMOTpeJIa eMy Bciiefl. YTo 9TO MOTJIO 03HauaTh? OH HUKOTA PaHbIlle He OB
Tak rpy0 c Hel. YTO ¢ HUM CIIyUUIIOCH?

OHa He MOTJIa ¥ IIPE/II0NI0OKUTh, YTO IPU3PAK ITOKOMHOM KEHHBI HAIlyrajl ero ¥ pa30yausl COBECTh.

[Toka rpad HaxXomuIICS B CBOEW KOMHATeE, BITasCh CIIPABUTHCS C y2KacoM, KOTOPEIM BCe elre
oxBaThIBal ero, ['epfia mpsTanach B KyCTaxX U TOPBKO IJIaKaa.

Kakasi-To BhICIIAsi CUJla 3aCTaBUja ee, MOJ0OHO IIPU3PaKy, 06PATUTHCS K HEBEPHOMY U OeCITyTHOMY
rpady, KOTOpHIH Haclaxkaasacs c4acTheM JTI00BY B 00BATUSIX COOOITHUIIE ¥ O0JIbIlle HE BCIIOMUHAI O
Hel. [Toutu 6ecco3HATENbHO OHA BHIKPUKHYIA MY 9TH OOBUHUTENbHEIE CJTOBA M, TOIBKO KOTHa
3aMeTHIa, YTo OH cobpasncs OPOCUTHLCS K HeM, IIOCIIEIIHO CKPhIIacCh.

Ho xorpa xe rpa¢, pelmus, YTo pa3brpaslieecs: BooOpaxkeHue ero ooMaHyo, He CTall IIpecyefoBaTh
ee Oosbliie, BepHEIN ['ekTOp OpocUics K Hel B KYCTHl U, CKYJIS OT PaflOCTH, CTal 00/IU3bIBATh €% PYKY,
TIOKyZla CBUCTOK X035IMHA He [103BaJl ero 00paTHo.

Ho Kak xe 3Ta BCTpeda C YeJI0BeKOM, KOTOPOT'0 OHAa KOT{[a-TO TaK CHIIbHO JIF00MIIa, CHOBA
pa3bepenuia Bce paHbl B ee CEPJLe U 3aCTaBUIa UX KPOBOTOYHUTH!

Bnpyr MEICJIb O €€ pe6eHKe CHOBa IIPOMEJIBKHYJIa B €€ T'OJIOBE M 3aCTaBHUJIa 3a0bITH 000 BCEM Ha
CBETEe.

OHa xoTesa MOMKITaThCSd TAKOM YHECTH MaJIeHbKOTo ['aposbaa u3 moMa, Kak TOJIbKO TaM BCE YCHYT,
a IMOTOM BMECTe C HUM HaBCerja yexaTh U3 3aMKa, I'Tie ee cBo0Oa, ¥ aXe KU3Hb, HAXONUIIUCE 10T
yI'PO30H.

[Tpu MBEICTTH O TOM, YTO CETOOHS OHa CMOXKET IIPUXKATh CBOETO JII00UMIIa K cepaIly, 6eqHast XKeHITHHa
TIOYYBCTBOBaJIa 6€3MepHY0 pagocTb. Ho YTOOH HE Pa3pyIUTh CBOH IJIaH, BOHMAS B 3aMOK CJTHIIKOM
paHo, OHa MOXKOajach, IOKa He yOemunachk, 9YTO B 3aMKe BCE CIIST.

TonMbpKO KOrfia POKOK HOYHOT'0 CTOPOXKa BO3BECTHII B IePEBYIIKE MTOTHOYb, OHA OCTOPOXKHO
IBUHYJIACh BIOJb IePEBLEB K IOMY.

OO6oiims 3aMOK, ['epa OTKphIsIa 3aqHION0 IBEPh Ha MEePBHIM 3TaxkK, KOTOpasi OTKPhIBaIach MPU MOMOIIH
MeXaHu3Ma 0 KOTOPOM IIOYTH HUKTO He 3HaJl.

B 3amke napuna rioy6okas tTummHa. [lockonbky I'epfia 3Hana 3mech Kakaylo CTYIIEHbKY U KaXOyI0
[IBepb, OHA OCTOPOKHO LIarHyJjla B TEMHOTY, TUXO ITOJHSIACH 110 JIECTHUIlE ¥, HAKOHEIl, BCTajla lepef
IBEPHIO B METCKYIO KOMHATY.

BHyTpH HHYero He LIEBEIUIO0CH, TOIMHKO Xpall HIHU OOHOCHUJICS Mo ee yined. OHa TUXO OTIIepJia ABEPh
M BOIITa B KOMHATY, KOTOpasi Obl/la TYCKJIO OCBEIleHa MaJleHbKUM HOYHUKOM. BOH TaM, y CTeHHI,



CTOAJIa KPOBATh €€ peGeHKa. O, KaK KOJIOTUIIOCH ee cepale, Korga OHa IIOAOIia K HEMY C
APO2XKaIlIKMMHU OT BOJTHEHU A KoJneHsamu!

Temepsb OHA CTOsIIa IIEPe[ ero KPoBaThi0. MaJIbII CIIajl IIyOOKUM CHOM, OHa CJIBIIIaja ero POBHOE
ObIXaHue.

BHe3amHo B ee cepflle 3aKpajcs cTpax. ['ocmonu, ecnu peGeHOK 3aKPUYHUT, KakK TOIbKO OHa BO3bMET
€ro Ha PyKH, TOT7Ia BCe IPOIao!

— Orer; HeGecHIH, TOMOTH MHe! — 3aMKasiCh OT CTPaxa, MIPOU3Heca oHa. Ho 3aTreM, ¢ OT4assHHOM
CMeJIOCThIO, OHa OBICTPO HAKJIOHUJIACh U, CXKaB T'yObl, 0CTOPOXKHO IIPOCYHYJIa PYKH IO TEIIoe
TenbIle pebeHKa.

VWcnapuHa 0T cTpaxa BEICTYNIUJI ¥ Hee Ha 10y, KOT[la OHA TUXOHBKO NPUIIOfAHSIa ero. OH
TIOIIIEBEJIUJICS, HO He M3[aJl HU 3BYKa.

HakoHeI-To OHa [iepxKaJia ero Ha pyKaX, CBOero POJHOro, Bce ee! M Temepb OHa OCTOPOXKHO
CKOJIb3HYJIa 06PATHO K BHIXOMY.

B3JIOXHYB C o6nerquHeM, OHa IIOCIIellInJIia C HUM BHHU3 IIO JIECTHHUIIE TaK 6I:ICTpO, KakK TOJIBKO MOTIJIQa,
B TyT K€ CHOBa OKa3aJIaCh Ha OTKPBITOM BO3[OyXeE.

— Temneps y MeHSsT CHOBa Mo pebeHOK, Moe TI00rMoe OuTs! — 3auKajach OHA, CJIIOBHO IIbSTHES OT
PajioCTH, U Ce3bl CHACThsS KAaTHUJIUCh U3 ee I'JIa3 Ha PYYKU MaJIbllia.

OxBaueHHAs CYACThEM, OHA IOCIeIusa ganbiie. O, 4To OHa He MOTJla BUJETh, TaK 3TO, KaK
BBITJIsAZIENT ee ManeHbKul ['aponba! OHa MOTTIa Pa3uYUTh TOJIHKO OYepTaHKe ero rojioBKU U 6oJIbiile
HUYETO.

— Bbnarogapio Te6s, Otel; HeOeCHBIH, 4To Thl BEPHYJI MHE Moero aobumiial — 11KoBasia OHa OT
CYacThs B CBOel fmyiie. — f OyAy CTOMKO IIepeHOCUTH BCe, YTO THI ITOCHIIaelllb MHe, Telleph, KOTHa
MOM CBHIHOK BHOBbH CO MHO.

O, KaK oHa pafoBajlach Temepb, Koraa mepeq rila3aMu y Hee OBIT XOTsI OBl KaKO#-TO Mpo6JIecK U OHa
MOTJIa BUMIETh, Kyna cTymnaeT! [ToaToMy oHa OBICTPO 3alliarajia Bruepen. MHCTUHKTUBHO OHA
HAIIPABUJIACh B TY CTOPOHY, THe XKW YIbpux ['aHC: ero JoM OCTaBaJsICs AJIS Hee eqUHCTBEHHBIM
yOeXKUIIIEM.

Hakownell-To oHa mo6pasack [0 eI CBOMX HOYHBIX CKUTAHUHN U TeIephb CTOsIIa Iepe] MaJIeHbKUM
OOMHUKOM YJibpHUXa U €ro 3aMeydaTelIbHOM MaTepu. B moMe KpemKo Claiu, II03TOMY e IIPUIII0Ch
CUJIBHO OEPHYThH 3a ABEPHOU 3BOHOK.

[Iporino coBCEM HEMHOI'O BpeMEHH, KaK HaBepXy OTKPHIIOCh OKHO, ¥ APOXKaIllUM XKEeHCKUAU I'0JI0C
3a[bIXasiCh CIIPOCHIL:

— 9T0 THI, YIbpux?
— O Her, 310 51 — 'epma! — pa3pmancst poOKui OTBET.

— O Boxe, Boxe, 3Ha4uUT, 3TO BCE Xe He OH! — yCIblana rpapuHsa UCIyTaHHBIY BO3T/IaC MaTepu
Ynppuxa, ¥ CMyTHBIM CTpaxX 3aKpaJsiCs B ee cephle.

ToT4ac XKe K BXOTHOU OBepHu HpI/IGHI/IBI/IHI/ICb IIapKaloIlye Maru. ,]:[Bepb OTBOPUIIACh, U MATh Y)'IBpI/IXEl



IIpefcTaa Iepen CIeIoH KeHIIHHOM,

He ceppoutecs Ha MeHs, rocrioxka XaHCeH, — TporaTejbHO yMoJdia ['epaa, — 4To s IOTPEBOXKUIIA
Balll COH. MeHsI HECKOJIbKO JHEW OepKaju B IIJIeHY, ¥ BOT CerogHs 5 cOexarsa, U UIly NpUCTaHUIIa
3mechk, y Bac! He mamuTe v BBl MHE U MOeMy peGeHKY IPHUIOT HAa HECKOJIbKO THEeu?

— Her, Gomblite TBOSI HOTA HE CTYIIUT Ha MO OPOr! — CypoOBO ¥ Pe3KO MPO3ByYas rojioC BOOBHEL. —
ThI y2Ke IPUYUHUTIA CTOJIBKO CepAevYHOoN 00T MOEMY CBIHY, YTO S XKaJielo O TOM [IHe, KOrfa OH
BIIepBEHIe yBUAen Te0st! Pagu Tebst oH cxopoHuUn ceds 371eCh, B IIYCTOIIN, IOTOMY YTO HE MOXKET
CMHUPHUTHCS C TeM, YTO THI IIPeAToYsa eMy opyroro! A s, ctapas XKeHIIMHA, J0JIXKHa Oblsla BUIETh BCE
ero pymeBHble MyKu! Boxke HeOeCHBIH, 4TO Ke 3Ta Oe3Hafie’kKHas J1I000Bb Ccliefiana C MOUM
XKHU3HEPagOCTHHIM Y IbpuxoM!

Ho sToro 6r1710 HemocTaTOYHO — elife 0oJIbIllee HecYacThe AOJIKHO ObII0 00PYIINTECS Ha Hac u3-3a
Tebs1! C Tex mop Kak THI yIIIJIa OTCIOHA, OH He 3HaJl TOKOs; Yepe3 [IBa OHS OH OTIIPABUJICS B 3aMOK,
yTOOBI y3HATH O TBOEH Cymp0e, U C TeX IMop — Mo GemHbIH YIbpux 6ecciemHo ucyes.

C ucnyrauHbIM KpUKOM I'epfa oTIIpsiHy/ia Ha3af.

— Boxe mpaBklii, YTO C HUM MOTJIO CITyYHUThCS? — 3aMKasiCh, MPOIIENTasa OHa, I00IeJHEB OT CTpaxa
¥ IpOKa BCEM TEJIOM.

CTapyxa MpayHO ITOCMOTpesla Ha UCIyTaHHYIO JeBYIIKy. — Heyxkemnu u3-3a Te0s 5 MOTepsio MOero
CBHIHA, eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO Y MEHS OCTAJIOCh B 3TOM MUpPe? — IIPO3BYyYasIo Ayllepa3fupalliiee
IPUYUTAHUE U3 YCT CTAPyXu. — MBI XKUJTU 371€Ch TaK MUPHO ¥ TUXO BMecTe. [T0TOM TH BAPYT CHOBa
TIOSIBUJIACh B HAIIEM [IOME, ¥ S CPa3y ke MOYyBCTBOBaja, UTO U3-3a Te€0SI Ha HAaC 0OPYILIUTCS HOBOE
HecyacThe. Tak U CITyYUIIOCh; MOM OEOHEBIN CHIH YIIEeNI HaBECTUTDh Te0sT — u GOJIbIe He BepHYIICs!

OxBaueHHas ropeM, HeCUacTHas CTapyxa 3aKphlja JIUI0 PyKaMH, ¥ 3aphifana. [1asa ['epasl Toxe
HaTIOJTHUJIUCD CJIe3aMH, OHa ITOMIOIa K Hell 61ruxKe.

— O, rocmoxka XaHCEH, — BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHa IMOTPSICEHHO, — I YYBCTBYIO Balry 00/Ib ¥ KaK BB
crpamaete! O, ecnu OBl YIBpUX HE JOCTAI MEHS TOTHA U3 BOOEl — OT CKOJIBKUX OYIIEBHBIX MYK MBI
BCe OnUIU OB CIIaCeHE!!

T'oBOps Tak, OHAa IPOTSHYA PYKY (ppay XaHCeH, C XKaJloCThI0, HO Ta XKEeCTOM OTCTPaHUIIA ee.

— Bammu npuyuTanus He BepHYT MHe chiHa! 4 dacTo OriBaio 67113Ka K 6e3yMuio, O1yxkaas 1mo
yJIUIaM, TIIETHO eTO0 WINy, BHKPUKUBAS er0 UM U He IoJTydas HukKakoro oreeta! O Boxe, Heyxkenu
s HUKOTTIa eT0 He YBUXKY!

ITpeomosneB cBOe HErofoBaHKe, OHA MMPOOJIXKKIIA, BCTaBast BO BECh POCT:

— IMoumute cebe Xuibe B APyroM MecTe, rpaduHs; OTHBIHE [JIS Bac HET MecTa B MoeM goMme! Baiira
HOTa HUKOTAa 00JbIlle He TePECTYIUT 3TOT IOpor!

— I[Momunyiite! — B oTyasiHUU BcKpuyana ['epga. — YTo g BaM chenana? Pa3Be Moe 6e3rpaHUYHOE
HecyacThe He CMATYaeT Ballle ceppue? Pa3se 1 BUHOBaTa B TOM, YTO YJIbpUX HE BEPHYJICI LOMOU?

[TocmoTpHTe Ha MeHs, Kak g cinaba ¥ HecyacTHa; S eBa MOT'y UATHU majbiie! M ecnu BH He
CJKanuTeCch Haflo MHOM, TO chellaliTe 9TO pagu Moero peOeHKa U fialiTe MHe IIPUIOT XOTs OBl Ha OOHY
HOub!"



— Hu Ha cekyHOy! — CypOBO IIPO3ByYaso U3 YCT 03KeCTOUeHHOM MaTepu. — BepHU MHE MOero
Ynbpuxa, ¥ TOTHQ, Ia, TOTHA 5 TPEOI0JIeI0 CBOI0 00Uy Ha Te0s!

Ckopee OT OyIIEeBHOTO, YeM OT (pU3UUECKOro epeyToMieHus ['epaa MouIaTHyIach; CO CTOHOM OHA
pyxHyJa Ha KojieHH. OOHAKO CTapyxa OTBEPHYJIACh; TOPe U 00JIb IOJTHOCTHIO U3MEHUIIH 3Ty IIPeXKIe
noOpocepmeyHyIo XKeHIUHY. [IpoXka, OHA IJIOTHee HATAHYJIA Iajb Ha IJIeYy, 6eCIIyMHO BEPHYJIAch B
IOM, ¥ IBepb TPOMKO 3aXJIOIIHYIaCh Ha 3aMOK.

l'epma B oTyassHUM 3aphifana. be3moMHas, OHa Tellepb 0CTalach JiexkaTh Ha yJKile BMECTe CO CBOUM
pebeHKOM. MarbiKa HaunHala BOJIHOBAThCSA. Torga oHa CHOBa B3sija ce0s B pyKHU U CTajla KadaTh
ero Ha pyKax, [I0Ka OH, HaKOHell, He YCHYII.

— YTo0 Ke MHe Temeph fiesaTh? — CIpalnuBaia oHa ce6s. HouHoM X010 IPOHU3LIBAJI €€ TOHKHE
OZleX[Ibl; OHa He MOTJIa 0CTaBaThCsA Ha yiulle, HO IOe OHa MOTJla HauTU YKPHITHE?

I'me MOT OCTAHOBUTBLCS YIbPUX?

JlepsiHOM CTpax BHE3AIlHO OXBaTUJI ee cephue. Mor 1 OH IonacTh B PYKU ee 3aKJIATOro Bpara?
Yonnu 6bla criocoOHa Ha Bce, OHa 0e3:KajIoCTHO paclpaBiisiiach CO BCEMU, KTO CTOSITT Ha ee MyTH.

Teneps Meicniu I'epabl oOpaTunuch K pebenky. Ecnu 6b1 Yoy 3amMeTria BICYe3HOBEHNE MaJlbunKa,
pas3Be OHa He OIOBeCTHIIa Obl HEME[JIEHHO BeCh 3aMOK, UTOOBI OHM MOTJIM IIOTHATHCS 3a HEW U
oToOpaTh y Hee pebeHKa?

STa MBIC/Tb TIpUBesia OegHAXKKY B TPENET OT yKaca, U OHa TYT 2Ke MEeTHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY KYCTOB
BMeCTe C MaJIbIIIoM, KaK Oy[ITO TaM OHa YyBCTBOBasa ce0s 1Mo Hage:KHOU 3allluTOH.

OHa He 3Hana, KyHa HeCyT ee HOTHU, TTIOKa BOPYT, BEIMIA Ha MOJISHY, He MOMOIIa K XUXKHUHE, B
KOTOPOM, BEPOSITHO, HAXOIUIIUCh JIeCHBEIe pabouune. O, OHA TaK yCTajla ¥ MeuTajla HaKOHEeIl-TO
OTIOXHYThb.

Ona HaXxaJsla Ha OIBEPHYIO PYYKY — CJIaBa 60ry, OBEPb OTBOPHUJIACK. OpHako B TOT XK€ MUT pa3gajcsa
HCTOIITHBIN KPHK B IBa Ir'ojiocCa.

Fepna OyMaJla, 94TO XN2KHWMHA OKaXKeTCd HYCTOﬁ, HO TEeIIEPEh, IIPU TYCKJIOM CBETE CBEYH, BOTKHYTOfI B
TOPJIBIIIKO 6y'TBIJ'[KI/I, OHA yBH€EJId OYEePTaHUA YEJIOBEKA, KOTOpBIfI MOJIHUEHOCHO BCKOYHII CO CBOETO
JIe2KakKa.

3710 OBLT TI000BHUK Yosu!

KypT cpa3y e y3Has ee, ¥ OH CUJIbHO HCIIyTalCs, He B CUIaX 00BSICHUTD, KaK CIIENoi rpaduHe
yHanoch cOexaThb u3 OallHu.

— YT0 BBl 3[I€Ch UIETE? — CIPOCUII OH HAPOYUTO CIIOKOMHEIM T'OJIOCOM.

— TonpKO KpPOB AJIs1 MEHSI U MOero pebeHKa! — yMorisia oHa cabelomum ro1ocoM. — 1 He Mory
UOTH [abllle, TOCIOONH, S TakK ycTasna!

Kyprt yxe nputen B cebs.
— Hy, Torpa BxoguTe! — OTBETHUJI OH C HAIyCKHBIM APYXKeT00UeM.

ABaHTIOPUCT, KOTOPOT'O0 HOYb B JIECY 3acCTajla BPaCIJIOX U y KOTOPOT0, BEPOSITHO, UMEJIUCh BeCKUe
IPUYUHLL 0CTaBaThCS He3aMe4YeHHHBIM, YCTPOUII cebe KUTHUIIE B 9TON OTHalIeHHOUN U



TI0JTypa3pyLIeHHOM XUKIHE, Ky[a PeJKO CTyIanaa HOra 4eIoBeKa.

BryTpeHHe pafgysck, 4TO ciaenas rpaduHs TOJIBKO YTO IOMajack €My B PYKH, OH IIPOBEJI €€ B XUKUHY
1 OBICTPO 3axker cBeT. TeM BpeMeHeM ['epfia, 0OCTOPOXKHO 03Upasich 10 CTOPOHAM, Halllla Ha IOy
OXAaIIKy COJIOMBI 4 OIIyCTHUJIAaCh Ha Hee, CMEPTEJILHO yCTanas.

— BenHas XeHIIWHA, KaXeTCs, BHl U BIPABOY U3MYy4YeHEI! — CKa3ajl OH C IPUTBOPHEIM COUYBCTBHEM.
-KoHeuHO, BBl TaKXKe XOTUTE eCTh U IUTh? Bl MOXKeTe MOMUTh BOLLL, HO, 00I0Ch, 3[eCh HET HUYETO
cbemobHoro!

C 3THMHU CJIOBAaMHU OH HAJIMJ BOJHI U3 XKECTSIHOTO KYyBIIIMHA B 2KECTAHYIO KPYZXKKY, KOTOPYIO OHa
ONIyCTOIIIKJIa OOJHUM MaXOM.

— Bormpimoe cmacu6o! — ckasana OHa, B3AOXHYB ¢ 06eryeHueM, — 0100 He TaK CUJIBHO OECIIOKOUT
MeHs1. Eciu 6Bl TOJBKO Y MeHsI OBIJI0 HEMHOT'O MOJIOKa IJIs Moero pebeHka! Ho Befb 9TO COBEPILIEHHO
HEBO3MOXKHO ceiyac, mocpeny Houu!

— Bosce HeT! — oTBeTun KypT, KOTOPHIH CMOTpEI Ha Hee IIPUCTAJIBHO U UCIIOAJI00bs, ¥ B TOJIOBE
KOTOPOT'0 POMINCEH HeJOOPEie MBICTH. — £ MOTY HOCTaTh BaM HEMHOTO MOJIOKA; S 3HAl0 OHOT0
(dbepMepa HemogasneKky, KOTOPhIM cpa3dy Ke AacT MHE ero, eCJy 5 ero momnpory!

Ha 6nemgaoMm nutie I'epabl TpoOMenbKHYI PafOCTHEIM OTOHEK.

— O, ecnu G 9TO TONHKO OBIIO BO3MOXKHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA 0KUBJIEHHO. — U 1mocre Toro, Kak s
ITOTPEBOXKUJIA BAlll COH, BHI €Ile XOTUTE M0eXaTh B NEPEBHIO paii MEHS?

— Ecnu yx Ha TO momuio! — paccMesincsa oH. Ho 5ToT cmex Tak nopasun ['epay, 4To eid BOPYT CTano
He 110 cele.

KypT yXe HapieBan Ha T'OJIOBY CBOIO LIIAIY.

— Tak 4To 5 ceryac yxoxy, HO pagu myiei 6e30I1acHOCTH S X04Y 3alepeTh ABepPh CHaPYXKH, YTOOLI
HUKTO He MOT BOMTH! — 3asBUJ OH. — Bpsn nu MHe noTpebyeTcs 6obIie noydaca!

Y, He moXKuUOasCh ee 0TBETA, OH MOCIENINI IPOYb.

— Xa-xa-xa, Kak Yosnu O6ymeT pafa, 4To ee rpaduHIONIKA TOIBKO YTO KMHYIACh B MOU O0BbATHS! —
TOPKECTBYIOIE CKa3all oH. — Hamo cpa3sy ke cooOmuTh et 00 aToM. OHa, BEpPOSTHO, ellle flaxke He
3HaeT, 4TO ITUYKa YIIOPXHyJa OT Hee!

BryTpu 'eppa ¢ TpeneToM B cepflie Ciyllaa ero ygaiswluecs mwaru. M oTkyga B34J1cs cTpax,
KOTOPHIM Telepb CHOBa Tep3all ee cepale? DTOT YeJI0BEK, HECOMHEHHO, XKeJall ei fodpa, nHadye OH
He COoTJIacuJICs OHI II0eXaTh.

U Bce xe — ero cMmex Bce elrle 3BeHen Y Hee B yinax! ['ie oHa crblana ero passiie? [la u rojoc ero
ObL1 eli He yyxkuM! Kadasa marnbiiia, KOTOPEIM CHOBa Hayasl BeCcTd cebs 6eCIIOKOMHO, OHa 3aiyMasiack.

— [la, Mol MUIIBIH, — IIpOILIENTala OHa, KOTa Malbllll CHOBA 3allleBeNIUIICS, — Thl XO4elllb MOJIo4Ka!
[Torepmnu nonyaca!

Ho cnosHO pGGGHOK XO0TelJl, YTOOLI OHA IMOHATIA, YTO 3TO CIIMIIKOM OOJITO, OH BOPYT HA4aJl TPOMKO
KPpHU4aTh.

I[Tpu mepBoM ke 3ByKe I'epma pe3ko B3pporHyia. O 60xke, 4To 3TO Takoe? Heyxenu 3To He TOJI0C ee



laponbpa?

Be3yMHBIH CTpaX 0XBATU/I HECUACTHYIO XKeHIUHYy. OHa MPUCITyLIIMBaNIach ¥ IPUCIYIIXBaNach — HeT,
HET, 3ByKHU Ka3aJluCh el CoBepIIeHHO He3HaKoMbeiMu! Ee oxBaTuma Apoxkb. OHa IOCIEIIHO
paccTerHyia Ha Masbiiie KoQTOYKy ¥ pyOallky.

[TouTu Tepssi CO3HaHUE OT CTPaxa, OHA OPOXKallled PYKOU Hallyrasa ero IIpaBoe 1jiedo. BCKpUKHYB
OT yXKaca, OHa B Clleflylolllee MTHOBEHHUE OTIIPSHYJIa Ha3a[l.

Bo3BhILIEeHUS, KOTOPOE OHA MCKaja, TaM He ObLo!
3HAYUT, OHa YKpasa 4yxkoro pederka! OT 3TOro OTKPHITHS OHA 4yTh HE yIasa Ha o7l

— Boxke MumocepaHbIl, — BCKpHYasa OHa, — €CJIA 9TO He MO peOeHOK, KOTOPOTO 5 YHeca ¢ co00i
13 3aMKa, TO 4el ke oH? U Kyma mesncs Mou ManeHbKuM ['aponba? MoxeT ObITh, IPECTYITHUIIA
yOpasa ero ¢ foporu?

JTa MBICJIb IIOYTH JIMIINIIA 68}:[Hy1§0 KEeHINUHY PaCCydKa. [IeiTasiCch HE IMOTEPATH CO3HaHNE, OHa
OITYCTHJIAQCh IIPSAMO Ha IIOJI.
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