Crapyxa, MaTh JIECHUUYETro YIbprxa XaHCeHa, MOoJl4a CKJIOHUJIaCh Hafl CIAIIel XKeHIINHOU U
IIPUCTAJIBHO Ha Hee CMOTpesia. YKe HEeCKOJIbKO MeCsleB, HUKTO He JOTafblBajICs, YTO cllenas
rpaduHs Jlexasna y HUX TSxKeJo 00JIbHasi, ¥ OHA CTapaTeIbHO BEIXaXKMBajla HeCUaCTHYIO 10 Tpockle
CHIHA.

Ho oHa ucnbITEIBaNa K HEW TOIBKO IPUHYXKIEHHbIE YYBCTBa, €€ CEepAIle He y4acTBOBAJIO B
npoucxonsiieM. OHa He MOTJIa CMUPHUTLCS C TEM, UYTO ee eJUHCTBEHHHIM CHIH TaK MHOTO CTPajiall u3-
3a ['epmpl, 4TO OH COBCEM YTPATHI KU3IHEPATOCTHOCTH IIOCJIE TOTO yaapa, KOTOPHIM eMy HaHeca ee
TIOMOJIBKA C rpa)oM, YTO OH OTPEIINIICS OT BCEX YIOBOJILCTBUM KU3HU U YIAIHUIICSI — C TOPEYhI0 — B
yenouHeHue.

[Tonumas yyBcTBa MaTepu K ['epae, Ybpux crapaincs 3a60TUThCS 0 00JIbHOM XKeHIIKHE elre 00JIbIIe,
yTOOBl OHA HU B YeM He HyXkmanack. CTapyxa e UCIIOJIHSJIAa BCe ero MPoChObl, U BOT OMHAXKIH EMY
yOanoch yoeouTh ee onpo0doBaTh IPUMEHUTE CTapoe, UCIILITaHHOEe HapOHOe CPENCTBO K He3psiuen
JKEHIMHE, YTO0B, BO3MOXKHO, UCLIEJIUTH €€ JINIIeHHbIEe CBeTa ria3a.

W T'epoe mercTBUTENIBHO CTAHOBUJIOCH 3aMETHO JTy4llle, HO Teleph 00ua U Topeyb CHOBA B3SIJIM BEPX
HaJ MaTephIo JTeCHUKA.

O, HaCKOJIbKO MHa4e MOTJIa Obl CIIOKUTHCS Cyabba 3TUX Tpex nmonei, ecnu Obl ['epfia okasanach
KeHoM Ynbpuxa. OHU ¢ geTcTBa Apyxkunu. OTtel Yiabpuxa, KOTOPHIM ObUI CTAPIINM JIECHUYUM Y 0TIIa
TCepaorl, 6apoHa BeriguHra, MpOBOOUII MHOTO BPEMEHU B €T0 IOMe, U IT03TOMY UX OETU MOAPYKUIIKCH

IPYT C IPYTOM.

Korga 6apoHecca nofpociia 1 pacliBesa, B cepalle Yabpuxa 3apoAuiach IMblJIKast T000Bb U3 APYKOLI
IOHBIX J1eT, HO ['epma 00 9TOM He moramwiBajnachk. Ee ceppaue 6510 otgaHo rpady IllTaitHaxy, K
KOTOPOMY CTPEMHUJIACH BCE KEHCKHE Cepila.

Tak Ynbpuxy mpUIIIoCh MOXOPOHUTh MEUTY O CHACThe U TI00BU. M BCe Ke OH U CETONHS JTI00UT
['epny Tak e CTPaCTHO, KaK ¥ TOTfia, KOTa APYTroii MOXUTHUI ee Y Hero. MexXy TeM yMep ero oTell:
Ynbpux octaBui yueOy U BepHYJICS LOMOM, YTOOH! IIOCETIUTHCS 3eCh C MaTEPHIO U IIOJTHOCTHIO
TIOCBSATUTH ce0s1 HayKe.

Moromas rpaduHs U He IOI03peBasa, Kak mopora oxa Obia Yiuepuxy. U ee Gema enBa He pa3opBasa
ero cepple Ha 4acTH.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfIa JIECHUYUY TUXOHbKO 3axKuras namny, ['epaa, mpoOynuBIIKUCh OT TTyOOKOTO CHA,
OTKpEHL/A I'la3a.

— YT0 co MHOU? — CKa3ajla OHa II0JIyBCIIYX, BCE ellle He IPOCHYBIINCh, — IIepe IJla3aMy Y MeHs
crmaboe mepranue. YTo 3TO 3HAYUT?

['ocmmozka XaHCEH MOCHEIIHO I0O0IIIa K Hel.

— YTo BHI XOTHUTE CKa3aTh, rpaduHsI — MepllaHue CBeTa? — 3auKasCh, IpoJieneTana oHa. — MoxXeT
06T, BOr CMUJIOCTUBUTCS HAZl BaMU U JapoBaJl BaM IIPO3peHue?

— Her, HeT, He CTOUT BCENSATh B MEHSI HaeX/Ibl, KOTOPHIM He CYyXKIeHO COLIThCSI. BO3MOKHO, 3TO
BCETO JIMIIb UJITI03us, U 51 oOpedyeHa Ha 6ecKoHeuyHY0 HOYB! O, moporas mo6pasi rocroxka XaHCeH,
IIOMOTHTE MHE OTBICKATh MOET0 MaJIeHbKOT0 ['aposbfia, MOXKeT OBITh, OH elre xkuB! He MoxkeT ke
T'ocriopmb OBITH HACTOJIBKO KECTOK, YTOOHI OTHSTH Y MeHs caMoe Joporoe! Ho eciu oH ymep, To...

Y BOpyr B KOMHATY, 3afbixasch, BOexkan YIbpux.



— HakoHelI-To, HaKOHEII-TO s TpHHeC Tebe PafloCTHYIO BeCTh, ['epaa! — nmMuKoBan OH. — TBOM CHIH He
yMep; OH XKUB, 3[0POB U Cceiliyac HaXOOUTCS B 3aMKe!

C ry6 MOJIOAOM KEHIIMHbI COpPBAJICA BO3TrJIaC obyeruenusi. Bo3nes PYKH K He6y, OH4 3aMKaJlaCh OT
671a2KeHCTBA, CJIOBHO OIbSHEB:

— Bbnaropapio Te06s, Oterr He6ecHbi#, uTo Thl cOeper s MeHsSI MOEro ChiHa!
U nocmemrso mobaBuna:

— Ho ceftuac 51 HempeMeHHO [0JIXKHa OTIIPaBUThCSA K cBoeMy pebeHKy! Het, HeT, Vibpux, He
OCTaHaB/IMBail MeHs O0Jbllle, S MOJI?KHA OTIIPABUTHCS K HEMY, B00 TOCKa 110 MOEMY JIIOOMMOMY ITOYTH
cHegaeT MeHs!

— He napo, 'epma, — B3monuics oH. — He xoau B 3aMOK, IIofyMaii TOJIBKO, KaKKe OIaCHOCTH
momXKUAaloT TaM Tebst! Yomnu cuutaeT Te0s1 MEPTBOM; HO €CJIM OHA Y3HAET, YTO THl KKBa, OHA
3agyMaeT MPOTUB TeGsi HOBYIO MOMAJIOCTS!

— W ecnu OBl maxke agCcKue MYKH OXKMIaIM MEHs TaM, s BCe PaBHO 00s3aHa MOUTH!— —
B3BOJIHOBAHHO IIPOCTOHaNa ['epa. — YKe HeCKOIbKO MecslleB CO MHOM HeT Moero ['aponbaa, a
TEeTeph, eCIU S ero HalAy B PyKax 9TOW ObSBOJIUIILL, S HE CMOTY 3[€Ch YCIIOKOUTHCS!

B3goxHyB, Ynbpux cpasncs ee xenaHuio. OH IpeKpacHO MOHMMAJI, YTO HUUTO He IOMeIlaeT el
Opocuthbcs K pebeHKy. Kak ke OH omacajcs 3a CBOIO TI00MMYIO XKEHIIKUHY, KOTTia ITPefCTaBUI BO
BJIACTH €€ CMEPTEIbHOTO Bpara.

I poxKaIuM roJI0COM OHa MOIPOIIanach C HUM.
— l'eppoa, s mpoBoxKYy TeOsI HEMHOT'O, YTO THl HE MOTEPSIach! — MPOXPHUIIEN OH U B3SJI ee 3a PYKY.

Mosya OHM BHIIIUTH B HOYb; OHA He MOTJIa JyMaTh HU O YeM, KpoMe CBoero pefeHKa, ¥ Heomucyemas
PaJoCTh TIEPETIoJIHSIa ee CepAlle, YTO OHA XKUBa, YTO He Cclelanach youilen n3-3a COOCTBEHHON
OIIIHOKH.

Ho rpo3HHl To10c B3bIBal K HEM:

— ¢ He BIpaBe OTIIPABISATHCS 3a HUM B 3aMOK U He cMory yoepeus ee oT Oensl! Ho 4TO cTaHeT ¢ HUM
TaM, 6e3 Moel 3aIuTH?!

Korpa oHY CBepHy/IM Ha KallTaHOBYIO aJijielo, KOTopas Bejla PAMO K 3aMKy, ['epia mocmnemso
yOparsa gpoxXkalyoo pyKy.

— Ianbie 51 caMa OTHIIY gopory, Yinbpux! Cnacu6o Tebe, Ybpux, 3a BCe, YTO TH AJIST MeHs cheran!
Temeps, Korga s 3HAIO, YTO MOM pPeOeHOK XKUB, 1 CYACT/INBA, YTO THI CITaC MHE XKU3Hb!

C ropsiuuM 4yBCTBOM OH IIOXKaJl €€ PYKY.

— ITa HampaBuT Teb6s Bor! — mporrenTan oH IIyXuM roiocoM. — Hukorma He 3a0bIBai, YTO S BCerma
roToB momMoub Tebe, I'epma, u Bcerga noamepxky Tebs!

OHa et1e pas ¢ 671aroJapHOCTHIO YIEIOHYIACh €My, a 3aTeM ITOCIeNInIa MPoYb TakK OBICTPO, Kak
TOJIBKO MoOrjia. [lepexuBasi, OH CMOTPEN €1 BCIIe.

Crnenas XeHIIWHA TOPOIINIKBO IIJia BIIEpe[. Korpa oHa HaKOHeI] HpI/I6HI/I3I/IHaCB K 3aMKy U IIOOHsAJIa



T'Jla3a, TO C YOIUBJIEHHMEM yBH]IEJIa, YTO IIepen HeM CHOBa MepmaeT IMoJIYyMPak. YTOo XK€ 9TO 3HAUUT?
XO0Ts BECh 3aMOK CBEPKaAJl IIPAa3gHUYHBIMHU OTHAMHK, OHd, KOHEYHO, HE MOT'JIa 3TOT'0 Pa3TrIAOeTh.

Vips Ha BCcTpedy MepllaHuio, OHa mpobupanach CKBO3b MpayHble apO4YHbIe IIPOXOH U fobpaack 10
TIABUJIOHA PSIOOM C 3aMKOM.

W BOpyT pasmascs rooc rae-To Heaneko, 3aCTaBUBIINE ee 3aMepeTh cepylie, 3TO O TOI0C YOIy,
ee CMepTeJIbHOTO Bpara.

— Kypt, 6yns 6aropa3yMeH, pa3Be THl HE BUAMILD, YTO TaK OyOEeT AydIne? — MPUTTYIIeHHBIM
IIeTIOTOM ToBOpHIIa Yoimu. — Thl 3HaEIb, YTO S He 000 eT0, IIOTOMY YTO MOE CEepAle
IPUHAIEXKUT TOJIBKO TeOe! Ho He 3a0rIBaif, MBI 00a HHUIIKE; HO 5 XOUy IIOCKOpee pa3boraTeTh, 04eHb
pasboraTeTh, ¥ 3TO eQUHCTBEHHAST BO3MOXKHOCTh TOOUTHCS 3TOTO!

— Ho s coupy ¢ yma, Yomnu, — Bo3pa3ul XPUILIbIM MYKCKOU I'0OJI0C, — €CJTH CEerOfHs Be4epOM yBUXKY
Te0s1 B ero 06baTusAX! TH HOMXKHaA IPUHAAIeXkKaTh TOJIbKO MHE, ¥ TOJIbKO MHe!

— Tumre, KypT, He Hafo Tak IIyMeTbh, HAC MOTYT YC/BIIIAaTh! — BOCKIUKHYJa YOiunu. — B yeM Mos
BMHA, YTO MOM IIMChbMa He OOoUUTH [0 TeOs paHbine! A Temephb s HUYEro He MOTY ucipaBuTs! Yepes
IIBa Yaca COCTOUTCS BeHuaHue!

Cnemas rpaduHs B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe CXBATHIACh 3a J100, TOTOMY YTO CJIOBA YOJITH OBLIN e
COBepIIeHHO HeMmoHATHEL. O Kako# cBafbbe OHa roBOpHIa?

— Hy xe, Kypr, He 6ynb nypakoMm! — npoutenrtana Yonnu. — 5 kinsHych Tebe, 4to rpad MHe
COBepIIeHHO 6e3pa3nuyeH! MHe HYKHH TOJBKO €ro JeHbI'H, TI03TOMY s M IIpUBs3aja ero K cebe,
TOJIKO papu 3Toro! HeyKbo He JOCTaTOYHO CPENCTB, YTOOH IIOTOM OT HETO OTAENAaThCs! A TIOTOM,
MOOMMBIH, KOTHa S CHOBa CTaHy CBOOOOHOM, TOT[aA...

OHa He ycnesia IOTOBOPUTH, IIOTOMY UTO I'Tie-TO He BAajeKe pa3fasics gyllepa3fupalolinii KpukK.

CoBHO mOpazkeHHass MOJTHHEH, YOJIIi BCKOYMIIa Ha HOTM ¥ OpOCHUIach Ha TOJI0C, a 3a Hel
IIOCJIeIOBAJI ee JII00OOBHUK.

Y Bapyr I'epma mpepcTana nepep Hel, CJI0OBHO O0TMHS MECTH.

— BbeccoBecTHas Herogsarka! — BCKpHUYaia Clemnas XKeHIMHa IPOH3UTEIbHEIM I'0JI0COM. — TakK BOT
4yTO TH 3agyMana! Tak Tkl 06MaHBIBaelllh MyKUMHY, KOTOPHIY 1M3-3a Te0S cheancs MOOIeloM u
Opocun MeHS B Ty4uHy cTpafanuii! Ho s packpoio emy riasal f ceituac ke IOCIENTy K HEMY U K
MOEMY HeCcYaCTHOMY peOeHKYy!

C u3yMJIeHHBIM BO3TJIaCOM YOJIIA IPH BUfe ['epasl OTCTynuIa Ha3ag.

— Boxe npaBeii, ga 3T0 Ke oHa! Cnenas rpadguHs BoccTajla U3 MepPTBEIX! — B yKace 3aCTOHasla OHa.

Kaxk Tonbko I'epga moBepHyIa B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, YOJIIM KUHYJIach Ha Hee U BLENUIach B Hee 06enMu
PYyKaMHu.

CTpaI.TIHBIfI KPUK — Ha IIOMOIIIb— HAPYIIUJI TUIOINHY HOYH.

Ho ero HUKTO He YCJIBIIIAN, PSIIOM He 0Ka3ajioCh HUKOT0, KTO MOT OBl criacTy OeHYIO CIIENyi0



XKEHIIUHY U3 PYK ee 3aKIATOro Bpara. C XKejne3Hoi XBaTKOH YOJIId CXBAaTHIIa HECYACTHYIO U
IIBITAIach COUTE ee C HOT.

Ho I'epma oTyasiHHO COMPOTHUBIISANIACH, KAk ofgepxkuMasi. OHa 60posiack He TOIBKO 3a CBOIO KU3HB, HO
U 3a IpaBo obafaHus cBouM pebeHkoM. CTpax ¥ BOJTHEHHE, OXBATHUBINNE ee, IpUaaBajIu e
HeOBIBAIYIO CHUJTY, U MeXKOY OBYMS JKEeHIITMHAMU BCIIBIXHYJIA 0XKECTOYEeHHas CXBaTKa.

— Ilomoru MHe, KypT' — 3a[bIXasiCb, BOCKJIMKHYJId Yonnu, B3biBad K CBOEMY J'[IO6OBHI/IKY, KOTOpBIIZ 0o
CHUX IIOP HEPEIINuTEeJIbHO OCTaBaJICA B CTOPOHE.

He pa3gymeiBas, Herosii Habpocuscs Ha ['epay, ¥ Temeps ee C JIETKOCThIO0 YOAI0Ch TOBAIUTh Ha
3eMJIIO.

MyXuuHa C JIETKOCTHIO CBSI3aJl €M PYKM U HeCcYaCTHAs KeHI[MHa 6€CITIOMOIIHO PAcIpocTepsiach Ha
3eMJIe, a ee 3aKJISTHIN Bpar C IPe3pUTEeIbHEIM TOPKECTBOM B3Upalia Ha Hee.

— Ara, BOT Temeph TH Y MeHS B pyKax! — ObsIBOILCKU paccMesisiachk OHa. — Tebe efiBa He y#anoch B
IIOCJIEJHIOI MUHYTY IIOMelIaTh MOeMy I'paHiro3HoMy nnany! Ecnu Ovl TH yBUAenack ¢ 'aHcoM, Bce
O®I ITpomano!

— Bboxe mou, boxe Mou, — OTUYasTHHO prigaina ['epma, — He mOKugald MeHs!

W ¢ moTyXIIMMU T'Ta3aMM, YCTPEMIIEHHEIMU Ha KEHIIUHY, KOTOpas pa3pylIuia BCe ee CHacThe, OHA
yMOJIsiyia AyIIepa3gupaoliM IoJI0COM:

— MHe He HYKHO HUYEero, KpoMe Moero nuts! 3abupaiiTe Bce MOe COCTOSHUE U MOETO JIIoOUMOT0
MyxKa, KOTOPOro $ Jiio0uia Co BCeM MBIIKOCThIO, HO BEPHUTE MHE Moe IuTs, Moero I'aponbaa! B
0e3MOJIBUM ¥ CTPajaHUSX S yOalloCh — ¥ HUKOI'TIa He ITePeceKych C BAMU — HUKOTZa Bbl HE
yCNBIIKATE 000 MHE.... TOJIBKO OTHaliTe MHe Moero pebeHkKa!

C emme 6osee ropsduel U TpeBOXKHOW MOnL00M ['epaa MofHsa CBOU CBSI3aHHBIE PYKU K YOIIJI — HO
Ha TePEKOIIeHHOM HeHABUCTHIO JINIIE STOU ObSIBOILCKOM KEHITUHEI He OBbIJIO U cliefa xkanoctu. C
M3[eBaTeIbCKUM CMEXOM OHa OTBEPHYJAch OT ['epyHl.

— BricTpee, KypT, momoru MHe OTHECTH ee B OalllHIo! — IIpoIlernTaaa OHa CBOEMY COOOIIHUKY B
npecTynneHun. — Hemb3st TepsTh BpEMEHH, S OOJIZKHA YCIEeTh MPUTOTOBUTHCS K CBaleOHOM
1epeMoHun. Ho cHavana MBI JOJIXKHE JTF000H 1IeHO#M 00e3BPeOUTh ee.

C mUPOKO PACKPHITEIMY TIa3aMu ['eplia ¢ y2KacoM BCIIYIIHBAJIaCh B IePeIleNTHBAHUS IBYX 37I0[EEB;
HO KOTJla OHa yXe cobupanach CHOBa TPOMKO 3aKpHUYaTh U II03BATh Ha IIOMOIIb, YOJIIH, KOTOpasi HU
Ha MHUHYTY He CIIyCKaja C Hee rja3, MOJTHHEHOCHO 3aXKaja PYKOH pPoT ['epmsl.

— 3aTKHU e poT, 4T0oOkl OHa 0OJIbIlIe HEe MOTJIa KpUudaTh! — CepOUTO IIpUKa3ajia OHa CBOEMY
TM0O0BHUKY.

Mornopno# 4enoBek, Hai KOTOPEIM OHa UMeJa He MeHBIIYI0 BIacTh, YeM Hafl rpadoM, ¥ KOTOPEIU Tak
ke OBl 6e3BOJILHEIM paboM, UCIIOJIHUTI ee TpHKa3aHue. 3aTeM OH Ha pyKax IIOHeC CIIeNylo rpaduHio
B IIPUCTPOMKY OalllHU 3aMKa, a YOJIIH, ITOC/IefoBall 3a HUM.

Ee npexkfe npekpacHoOe, LIBETYyIIee JIAI0 o0IeqHe N0 Kak MOJI0THO U ObII0 CKaxkeHo rHeBoM. OHa
oracanach, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET CTy4aiHO 0Ka3aThCs CBUAETEJIEM €€ MpPecTyIieHus. Eciu KTo-Hubyob
y3HaeT, YTO HecYaCTHas I0Has XKeHa rpada Bce elre KKBa, TO PYXHYT ee BO3IYIIHbIE 3aMKH,
BO3BeIeHHEIE Ha 0OMaHe, MOIIIEHHUYEeCTBe ¥ IIPECTYIJIEHUH, U i IPUAeTCS CaMON — amyyIen



6oraTCTB XKEHIIUHE — TTOXOPOHUTH UX.
He Tak-To yerko OBIJI0O YTOBOPUTH T'pada crenaTh ee CBOEH KeHOM.

YyBCTBO YECTH, IPEAYIPEeROAIOIINAN I'0JI0C COBECTH HE MTO3BOJISIIA MY ITO3BOJIUTH 9TOMY
IPEKPACHOMY, T'PEIIIHOMY CO3AaHUI0 3aHSITh MECTO TOTO IIPEKPACHOT0 CYIIIECTBA, KOTOPOE OH
peaTenbCTBOM 00peK Ha rubenb.

Ia, T'epma ymepia — B 3TOM y2Ke He MOTJI0 OBITh HUKAKHAX COMHEHUM, Be[b y2Ke MHOTO OHEW OHU
TIIETHO IIPOYECHIBAIK BCIO OKPYTY U Ha3Haya/ld BEICOKYIO BO3HarpaXxaeHue TOMy, KTO HaugeT
cnemnyio rpaduHio. Ho Teno ciemnoi XXKeHIMHE TaK HUTTE U He ObIJIO HalIeHO, BO3MOXKHO OHA
IIOKOMJIach Ha [IHe IIPyda B 3aMKe, B ITyOOKHUX HeJpax uila, KOTOPHIM He OTIYCKasl HU4ero U3 Toro,
YTO OHU HEKOrja ImporiaoTunu. M pa3se HaliieHHas Ha Gepery Iaab HeCUaCTHOM XKeHIIWHB He
CBUIETEILCTBOBAJIA O TOM, YTO OHA HAlllJla CBOM KOHeIl B 9TUX TUXUX BOOaX?

Ia 1 Kak OBl ellle MaJIeHbKXI ["aposib MOT IoTacTh Tyna, Ha 6eper o3epa? HecoMHeHHO,
HecdacCTHas, oOMaHyTas XKeHIIMHa X0Tesla yHeCcTu pebeHKa ¢ co00ii B X0JIOfHYI0 Moruiy. [TogueMy
OHa He OCYILeCTBUJIa CBOEro HaMepeHus — KTo 3HaeT! Huuero He roBopusa BoAa, ¥ BOOSHbIE TUIUN
MOIYalln.

Iy MecsIsl, ¥ TIOPOH Youmu yKe Tepsiia BCIKYIO Haflek Oy Ha TO, YTO e BCe-TAKU yIacTCs
OKOHYATEe/IbHO ITPOTHATh MPAYHbIEe TEHH, KOTOPHIE TaK YaCTO OMpavaiy JIHIo rpada mocie cMepTu
T'epoel. Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB €€ TIOPOYHAs KPacoTa, ee YTOHYEeHHOe KOKETCTBO CHOBa CyMesu
ITOKOPUTH Tpada 1 MpeBpaTUTh ero B ee 6€3B0IBHOTO paba. M cerogus moikHa ObIIa COCTOSITHCS
cBagpba, Ha KOTOPOM OHA [IOJIKHA Oblyla MIarHyTh Ha MOCIIeIHIO CTYIEHbKY K CBOEMY CUACThHIO.

Y BOT HeOXUIAHHO Iepe[l Hell IIpefcTalia yMepliasi, HeyKelu el CHOBA CYKIEHO YIacThb C BHICOT,
KOTOPHIX OHA C TAKUM TPYyHOM m0o0unach?

— Hukorga! — 37100HO mpolnuiesa oHa U cXKaJjla KyJlaKH.

Tepoy 0e3:kal0CTHO 3aTallIK B 6allIHI0, ¥ TONHKO Korfa KypT moIokuil ee B caMoil BepXHe
KOMHAaTe, I'ie y2Ke MHOTO JIeT He CTyIajia HoTa YejloBeKa, BEITAIWIN KIS 130 PTa.

'eppa nexasna cCKopee MepTBas, YeEM XKUBas Iepefl CBOe My4YUTEJIbHULIEN, KOTOpas CMOTpesia Ha
Hee CBepKawIIUMU IJ1a3aMu.

— 4 ceruac yiipy, munas ['epma, — cKa3aa OHa C yCMellKou. — [Io3apaBb MeHs HalloClenoK — Bedb
Yyepes3 Yac TBOM HOpPOrou 'aHC mOBeOeT MeHS K anTapio!

W3 ycT cremnoii XKeHIMHEL BRIPBaJICS 3BYK O€33BYYHOT'0 CTPaflaHHts, HO B OTBET YOJIIU JIUIIL 37100HO
yCMeXHYyIach ¥ PELINTENIbHO 3axJIONHYJa 3a C000i IBEPh.

— Munoctusiid, Benukuii bor! — BcKpryaina HecuacTHas MOJiofas XKeHIrHa. — Ecnu Tw
BCEMOTYII, ToueMy ThHl He TOPa3UIllh 3TOTO AbSIBOJIa B YeJI0BEUYeCKOM 00IMybe MOJHHEH CBoero
rHeBa! A Moe OIuTsI, MO¥ OeIHBIM MUJIBLIM MaslbIl — YTO C HUM Telleph cTaHeT? Crernas MaTh He B
CUJax ero 3amuTuTh! CxKanabCcs Hal HUM U IOIIIHM €My aHTella, KOTOPHIH Obl ero o6eperan!

[Toka HecyacTHas XKEHIIMHA 0TYAsTHHO IpefiaBajach CBOeH HEMCTOBOM 60JH, YOIIM MOMpOoIanach co
CBOMM JTI000BHUKOM BHU3Y, Ilepef BxogoM B OamrHio. OH CHOBa TOPSTY0 MIPUTSHYII ee K cele.

— Yonnu, rope Tebe, eciau TH 00MaHeIlb MEHS U He 3aX04elllh paccTaThest ¢ rpadom! Ecniu TH ero
JIIOOUIIIb. ..



— He Oynb mypakoM! — cepauTo mpepBaja OHa ero. — 1 ele pa3 MoBTOpsio Tebe, 9To Tpad MHE
coBepIeHHO Oe3pasnuyeH! Tebe 3TOTro JOMIKHO OBITH BIOJTHE HOBONBbHO, KypT! A Temeps mpolnai;
CKOPO MbI BHOBb YBUAMMCS!

Co Bceit CTPaCThBIO, HAa KOTOPYIO OHa Onl1a crtoco0HA, OHA HEMCTOBO OOHSIJIA eT0 U IOIlesioBaia Tak
IIBIJIKO, YTO OH IIOTEPSII T'OJIOBY. 3aTeM OHa BEIPBAIaChb U3 €T0 00BSATHH ¥ TIOMYasiach B 3aMOK.

Yac crycTts Yoy BoIIa B YaCOBHIO 3aMKa B CBafeOHOM IlaThe U3 LIeJIKa U OPAroleHHBIX KPYKEB,
Ha ee rybax urpasna mobegHas yneioka. [Ipuriacuny nuib HeCKOJIBKO CBUAETENEN, KOTOPEIE
ClleoBa/M 3a KEHMXOM U HeBEeCTOU K aJITapio, a Ha Y BXOMla TECHUIICS 00CITyKUBAIOLIUIA IIePCOHAT.

Cpenu Hux Ovlna ¥ crapas JJopa, MaTh CaJOBHUMKA, KOTOpas mpenymnpexnana ['epay o Yomnu. Ha
JIUIle CTapYUIKX OTpa3uiiach riay0oKas redasb: OHA He MOTJIa 103a0hITh Cllenylo rpaduHio, KoTopas
Obla Takol mo0sIIel 1 HexKHoi. Ha nuile cTapymky oTpa3uiach riry0oKas nedasib: OHA He MOTJja
1103a0bITh Cemnyio rpaduHio, KoTopas Obljia CTOJIb HEXKHa ¥ 1aCKoBa:

— Hert Bor He 6rarocioBuT 3ToT Opak, — npo0opMoTasia OHa U cXKaa PyKy. — CBepKalolue IienKa
IPUKPHIBAIOT JIOXKHOE cepple! Xa, Kak OHa JIMKYeT, ropaasi HeBecTa, YTo Telephb OHa CTaja
rpaduneit! OHa CO CTHIIOM HOJIKHA OMYCKATh I'JIa3a, IIOCKOJIbKY TOJIBKO OHA OflHA BUHOBATa B CMEPTHU
6enHou cremnoi. [Tla HaKaxeT ee 3a 3To ['ocmopp!

B03M0XHO, OCTalIbHBEIE CYUTANIM TOYHO TaK XkKe, IIOTOMY YTO OTHIOAb HE IIPUBETIUBBIE B3TIISIbI
npoBozxkany Yo, OTHBIHE OHM [OIKHBI OBIJTA IIOBUHOBATHCS €, HO B AYIIle OHU ee HeHaBUeIu!

[Tog akKOMIIaHEMEHT OpraHa KpacuBas Ilapa, lIar"yia K aaTapio. LlepeMoHus He Anuaach JOro,
Yonnu cama Tak 3axoTena. Korga CBAIIEHHUK COeNUHUTI €€ PYKY C PYKOH rpada mocie Toro, Kak OHU
00MEHSNTUCh KOJIblIaMU U IOJIy4YuIu 61arocioBeHue, YoIId HeBOJIbHO BCIIOMHUIIA O 3aK/TIOUEHHOMN B
TEMHULY CJIETON XKeHINHe, YbM YMOJISIOUIMe PEIAAHUS B TOT MOMEHT YKOJIONIX e€e CepALe ThICIYen
UTJI. YOJIIY MOKa3aI0Ch, YTO OHA CHIBIIIUAT OTYasgHHBIE PhIdaHUus ['epasbl:

— O, oTHanTe MHe Moe OuTs!

OpHako XKanocThb Oblna el 4yKfa; C BeJIMYeCTBEHHON 0CaHKOM OHa HallpaBHIach IIOM PYKY C TpadoMm
K BBIXOQly. HakoHeI-To oHa goOunach CBoel BEICOKOM Iiefu!

Ho emme o Toro, Kak OHY [JOCTUIJIX LIeHTpa 3ajla, JCTPpa BHE3allHO C TPOMKUM 3BOHOM yIaja IpsMo
K UX HoraM. Eme HeMHOro, 1 OHa ynasna Ov Ha HUX U yOusia ux Ha MecTe.

Kpuku yxkaca 3allOJIHUIA OCBSIIEHHBIH 3a. FIX OKpyXKaja KpoMelllHas ThMa, 1 KpyroM
TIOCTIBIIITAIMCH TTPUTIYIIEHHEBIE TOI0CA:

— Kakoe HecuacThe! Kakon yxkac! 9To gypHOe Ipe3HaMeHOBaHue!
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