—Crapuk! YTo He Tak ¢ 9To# uHMOpPMaIue?

YBuUeB cTapuKa B TAKOM ITaHUYECKOM COCTOSTHUH, Aiist 3a0ecrokounack u crpocuiia. He Tonbko A,
HO ¥ OCTaJIbHbIE MMPUCYTCTBYIOIIME B KOMHATE NHCTUHKTUBHO IMPEKPATUIN CBOU AEUCTBUS U
IIOCMOTPENIH B €r0 CTOPOHY, YCIIBILIaB, KaKOU IIePernoioxX OH BhI3Bal.

—YTO CNy4Yunock, CTapuk?
B Tomnme menotoM o6CcyXkaanu ero HeoORYHOE MOBENEHNE. Y CIIbIIIaB 3T0, CTAaPUK TUXO OTBETHIIL:
—3JTO... HUYETO.

—Ho BHI HEBAXKHO BRITTIIAUTE,—AMS Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMeIlKajlack, IPexae YeM CIIPOCUTh: —MOXKerT,
HaM CTOUT CXOOUTH K Bpauy?

—Her! 4 B nopsnke!— Ha 3TOT pa3 ronoc crapuka 3Bydasl TBEPAO U TPOMKO. [Taxe Aiisi, 0ObIYHO
6/1arocKjoHHasA K HeEMY, 3aMellKanach OT TaKOro TOHa.

3aMeTHB CBOIO OIJIOIITHOCTh, CTAPUK Ha MIHOBEHHE 3aMOJI4all, a 3aTeM MSTKO 00paTuics K Aiie.

—IIpaBpa, s B mopsimke. He Gecrokoiicst 060 MHe. MHe... TPOCTO HYKHO HEMHOTO OTJIOXHYTbh, BOT U
BCe.

[Toka OH roBOpPUJI, CTAPUK 3aKPHLI JIUL0 pyKou. OH 3HaJI, YTO II0K, KOTOPHIM OH UCIIBITAI OT
IIOJIy4eHHOU MH(pOpPMalLlUH, Y2Ke He CKPHITh CJI0BaMU. BrIpaxkeHue ero n1uilja, U3MeHUBIIeeCs I0f
BIUSHUEM BHYTPEHHET0 CMSATEHUS, ObIJIO JOCTAaTOYHKIM, YTOOH BCE PACKPHITE.

—4 moMory BaM OTHOXHYTh,—CKa3asa Alis, coOupasch coenaTh mar Bruepern. Ho cTapuk TyT xKe
IIONHSI PYKY, OCTaHaB/IMBas ee, U MIATKO CKa3asl:

—HerT, B 9TOM HeT He06XOAUMOCTH. I X0Uy HEMHOT0 NMOOKITL OguH. VoK U 3aiMUCh CBOUMHU [ieJIaMH.

3anoMHUB HH(MOPMAILIKIO, CTaPUK ITIOBEPHYJICS U VIIes, He naB Alie BO3MOXKHOCTH CKa3aTh YTO-TO
etfe. Aig ocTanach B OllelIeHeHUH, He 3Has, YTo fenaTh. OHa He MOrJia IOHATh, I0YeMYy 3TOT [0oOpHhIit
CTApUK BOPYT TaK U3MEHUJICS.

—3T10 U3-3a MeHs? U3-3a nHpopMauuu, KOTOPYIO S TOJIBKO 4YTO Iepefasia CTapuKy?

—OH Tak U3MeHUJICS NOCJe TOro, KaK yBUeNl HHopMaIuo. 3HaYUT JIM 3TO, YTO CTAPHK... 3HAET
TOTO IupaTa o uMenu Kapuec?

Aiist 3amymanack. MHoOTHE JTIOOOMBITHEE KOJIIETH, KOTOPHIM OBIZI0O MHTEPECHO Y3HATh, YTO
TTPOU30IIII0, TOXKE COOPATKUCh BOKPYT ¥ CIIPAIIUBAIIA €€.

—YT0 He Tak co cTapukoM? Jlaxke KOTrma BO3HUKAIOT CEphe3HbIe TPOOJIeME, T HUKOTIa He BUIENa,
4TOOBI OH BLITJISALEN TakK I1JI0XO.

Afis He cTaja PacCKphIBAaTh OCTAJLHLIM CBOM BEIBOJ. EC/IM CTapHK YTO-TO CKPBIBAJ OT HEEe, 3TO
03HAYAJI0, YTO, UTO OBl 9TO HU OBIIIO, OH HE XOTeJl, YTOGH KTO-TO 3HAJ. B TakoM cliydae oHa ToxKe
OymeT mepKaTh 3TO [eJI0 B TalHe. [laxke eCjIu ee BBIBOM OKAXKETCS HEBEPHBIM...

—Ha cTapuKa B IocegHee BpeMs JIOXKUTCS 00ybliast Harpy3ka. OH yXKe CTap 4 He B Iy4IeM
coctostHuu. CeromHs eMy Iomajaach WHGOPMaIus 0 ABYX HOBLIX U3BECTHHIX MAPATAX, BOT OH U
3nuTCs.— A¥sl 00BSICHUIIA C YIIBIOKOM.



Ycnpitmas 3T0, BCe YCIIOKOUITUCh.

—BorT kKak?

A¥is KUBHYyTIa.

—A 4To0 eme MoxeT ObITh? JIagHO, BCe, BO3BpAlllaliTeCh K CBOMM fiejlaM, a 5 BEPHYCh K CBOUM.—

[Tocrne cnoB Aiiu coOpaBIIrecs Pa3oIiuCh U BEPHYIUCh K CBOUM PaboyuM MecTaM, CHOBA 3aHSBIIIICh
CBOMMH [ieJIaMH.

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHBHI, CTapHUK, IOTy4YnB HHGOPMAIUIo, OBICTPO HAIIPaBUJICS B apXUBHYI0 KOMHATY.
OpHako ero B3TJISA He 3ajepKajics Ha MoJKaX, I'ie ¢ 00erx CTOPOH XpaHUKCh (aiinsl. OH mpoIien B
caMmylo I1y0b MOMeIleHNsT U Hadall PEIThCS TaM.

[Tocne TIaTeNIbHOIO OKUCKA, OJIMBLIIETOCS OKOJIO JeCATH MUHYT, CTAPUK 3aMeTHUII BUIbHYIO ManKy C
(dannamy, 1exasBllyio B yIIIy.

—$ Hamen ee!— B ero rosioce CabMIAIOCh BOJTHEHUE.

CTapuk NpOTSAHYJ PYKY U HOCTaJ IMBUIbHYIO anky. CMaXHyB C Hee IbLIb, OH OTKPELT ee. OgHAKO Kak
TOJIBKO OH 3TO CHefIajl, Ha ero JuIle IOsBUJIOCH BhIpakeHue pa3odyapoBaHus. Benpb B manke Onlia
BCEr0 OflHa CTpaHuIla ¢ nHdopManuen o neyaasbHO U3BECTHOM OCTPOBE, COCTOSIIIAS U3 HECKOJIBKUX
CKYIIBIX TTPEMJIOKEHUH.

—Bce nu ynaxeHo?—mpo6opMOTasl CTapUK, PACCESTHHO TIsAs Ha WHGOPMALUIO B CBOEH PYKe.
[Tokone6aBIKCh MTHOBEHME, OH MIOBEPHYJICS U TOMLIEN K IPYTOMY MEcCTy.

B oTnmynre OT aKKypaTHOU apXMBHOM KOMHATHI, CTapUK BOIIEN B KJIaIOBYIO - 3a0pOIIeHHEIN 0dHuC,
CTaBIIXY XpaHUIUIIeM. [IophBIIKCH TaM HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, OH TaK U He CMOT HalTH HYXKHYIO
nHpopMmanroo. ODHAaKO OH 3aMeTHI KOe-4To ele.

Tam, B mkady, nexkana HeGOIbIIAS CTOIKA CTAPHIX U MTOXKEJITEBIIMX IIaKaToOB 0 po3bicKe! CTomKa
Obl/Ta TTOKPBITA IIBITBI0 ¥ HEM3BECTHHIM YEPHHIM BelriecTBOM. CTapuK OOCTal IJIaKaThl TOIIIUHON
MeHee mrorMa.

CaMbIli BepxXHUH IJTaKaT OB B Y2KaCHOM COCTOSIHHMM, C HECKOJIBKMMU ObIpaMu rnocepenuse. Ho, K
CYaCThI0, HEKOTOPEIE YaCTH elre ObIM BUOHEL [log n3o0paxkeHreM OBIJIO XKMPHO HAMMCAHO UMS:
Poxkc [I. Kcebexk!

[Tpu BUpe 3TOro UMEeHM 3padyky CTapHuKa Clierka Cy3uJIUCh.
—Bor oHO!

C YYBCTBOM HEKOTOPOTO 0ecCIIOKOICTBa OH OCTOPO2KHO CHAJL HepBbeI mnakart. [Toxg ero 3amuTon Ha
BTOPOM MOZKHO OBIITO pas3ridaneTb 6ompine. OMHAKO OH BCe elre OBl IIOBpEXKIEH B HECKOJIBKUX
MecCTaX.

Ha atoMm makate, X0Ts1 purypa Ha nmoprpeTte Obljla HECKOIBKO Pa3MbITa, YEPTHI JTHUIIA BCE K€ MOXKHO
ObLI0 pa3nuuuTh. HecMOTps Ha MOBpeXAeHUs ¢ 00eUX CTOPOH, OHU He OblIM 3HAYKUTEIbHBIMH.

Ha n3o06paxeHuu 11akKaTa ¢ Ppo3bICKOM... OTPOMHEIN 3aj1, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO JIexKaau
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIE YIIaBIIKe Teja, a 1o 00e CTOPOHEI CTOSITI0 MHOXKECTBO JIIOfiel, OpyI0BaBIINX
OpYKHUEM U CMESIBIINXCS OT AYILIN. A B LIEHTPE BO3BHILIAJICS U3bICKAHHBIN U BeJIMYECTBEHHBIN TPOH!



TpoH, npegHa3HaYeHHBIN UCKITIOUUTENILHO A7 Koposid. Ho Ha KapTUHKE KOpOJIb JiexkKall pSIfaoM C HUM
B JIyKe KpoBU. Ero MecTo 3aHS/I MOJIOLOM YeJIOBEK, AepXKalluii B pyKax cepebpucTo-0esbil ITUHHBIN
Med, Ha JIiIle KOTOPOro urpasa ciabas ymbiOKa.

CTapuk CpaBHMII H300paXKeHue Ha IIakaTe ¢ GoTorpadueis B cBoel pyke. Yem GoJbIle 0H
CpaBHHUBAJI, TeM 0oJbie OBLUT MOTPSICeH. XOJIOOHEIN IIOT pa3MepoM C (pacoIuHy CTPyHKaMU CTEKA 0
ero JIWIY, a MPOXKAIIUH TOJI0C OPOXKas OT YIUBIEHHS.

—4... 9TO TOYHO TO Ke camoe?!
—Kak... Kak 370 MoxeT OvITh? Kak 310 MOXKET OLITh?

—IIpaBas pyka Pokca [I. Kce6eka! Kaprec, GpiBuInii Bule-kanutas [Tupatos Pokca, iMmnepaTop
leitna! OH... OH OEUCTBUTENILHO ellle XKUB?!—

—Kax 370 BO3MOXKHO?!

Korma oH roBOpHII, T/la3a CTapuKa SPOCTHO OPOXKaJjlK, U faXke ero Tejo He MOTIIO MOJaBUTh JIETKYI0
IPOXKb.
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