B KoMHaTe OBbIJIO TPX CBEYM: OfHA B LIEHTPe KOMHATHI PAOOM ¢ XaHb 2KVII3H ¥ 110 OOHOH Y OBEPei
BOCTOYHOM ¥ 3aIlafHO# 00KOBHX KOMHAT. OfHa M3 HUX HaXOOUIach PSIMOM C IpuHIeM [IyHxaeM, a
no3uIust MaH 3 y rinaBHOM aBepu Oblna 0ojiee TYCKJIO OCBeIleHa.

Bce TPO€ O0CTaBaJINCh HEIIOABUZXKHBIMU. BeTpa HE GBIJ'IO, HO CBE€YH IIOTaCJIi OOHOBPEMEHHO.

[Tpunn [lynxayu 3akprydai: «4To IPOUCXOAUT?»

CBeua psiioM C mpHHIIEM [[yHXaeM BHe3allHO 3aXKTJ1ach, HO I HA 0YeHb KOPOTKOe MTHOBEHUe,
CITIOBHO BCIIBIIIIKA MOJIHUY, TTIOTEPSIBIIEH CBOM 3apsig. OH U3[all BTOPOU KPUK, HO HUYETO He
IIPOU30IITIO.

MrHoBeHUe CIyCTs CBeYa BO3Jie BOCTOUHOM 00KOBOM KOMHATH BCIILIXHYJIA, @ 3aTeM OBICTPO Ioracha.
[Tpunn [TyHxai He MOT COepKaTh yKac B CBOEM CEPJLle U 3aKpuyar elle rpomyue. Ho oH TyT xke
TIPUJIOKUT PYKY KO PTy. B KOMHaTe MPOUCXOAUIIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, ¥ HU KPUK, HU 6J1aropofHoe
IIPOUCXOXKIeHNE He 3alUTAT €r0 B TaKyl0 MUHYTY.

B TeMHOTE KTO-TO ClTIeTKa YCMEXHYJICS.

[TpunI [yHxait 607ble He KpHUYall, a u3aan 3BYK, IOX0XKKH Ha BU3T. HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi CITyCTs OH
CKasall, IpoXa: «30eCh MPUBUIEHUE?»

XaHb }KYLBBI TO3Ke He OB YBEDPEH. C Tex I10pP, KaK OH OBITT MaJIEHBKMM, OH CJIBIIIIAJ MHOTO I/ICTOpI/IfI 0
IIPUBUOEHUAX, U OHU KA3aJIUCh ITIOX02KMMHU Ha HBIHEITHIOIO CUTYallUIO. «M>3H 3, THI ellle 3TeCh?»

«ThI 3HAEIb UMS 3TOM ciyKaHKu?!» [TpunIy [JyHxaii ObIJT BechMa yAUBIIeH U Ccpa3y IOAyMall, YTo
packpeln «upasay». OH KpukHYI: «OHa npuspak! 9Ta ciayxaHKa — Npu3pak! 3aMeTus iu T, YTO
€BHYXM U CITy2KaHKH, IPUCTTYXKUBalomue Tebe, He MOTJU ee BUAeTh! TOIBKO MBI [BOE MOTJIH... ITO...
3TO By[Oy BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIePATPULIEL! »

EBHyxXU U Cclly’KaHKU BCeTfa UTHOPUPOBAJIM APYT APYyra, HaxogsAch nepeq MMiepaTopoM, TO3TOMY
Xanb XKy13ssl COBCEM He HAaXOOUJI 3TO CTPaHHHIM. bojee Toro, oH Bumesn, Kak AxH ®3H pasroBapuBai C
MbsH 3, u TeM 6oJiee He BEpPUJI, UTO OHA NMpU3pakK. «Moyyu, B KOMHATE eCTh KTO-TO €IIe».

«KTo-TO... unu 4To-T0?» IIpunn [lyHxal ucmyrancs elle 60biile, ero 3y0sl CTy4ay.

CBeuu manbIle OT HUX 3aXKTJIHCh, HO Ha 3TOT Ppa3 He IIoracCiin. MbaH 3 cTosma pPAOOM C 3aAyMYHUBEIM
BEIpazKeHHEeM JIUIia.

XaHub XKy13el B3HoxXHYT ¢ 00nerdenneM. «CnaBa 0ory, ¢ To00M Bce B OpsiAKe. YTO 3T0 OBITIO TOIBKO
4YTO?»



MbsH 3 Bce ellle 0TKa3biBanach roBopuTh. [IpuHIl [lyHXal HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs HabJIioman 3a Hell,
IIpexXe 4eM CKa3aTh: «HeJ0BeK Thl UM MPU3pakK, MoXKalyucTa... [loxXanyiicTa, TOKaXu, KTO Ballla
uens. 4 npuny [yaxan, Xans Hly. Tam cuput UmnepaTop».

MsH O moBepHYyJIach U BHIHYJIA U3 JIEBOTO pyKaBa KOPOTKUI KMHXKasl. Jle3Bue OBUIO OT Tpex o
YeTHIpeX JI0MMOB B IJINHY, PYKOSITh OKOJIO IBYX Mi0UMOB. Ero Henb3s ObIIO fepiKaTh, TOMBKO 3aXKaB
MeXMy YKa3aTeJIbHBIM U CPeJHUM IajibllaMH.

[Mpunn Oysxa# riy6oko B3goxHyn. OH IpuXKacs K cTeHe U 3aMep. EMy xoTesnock 6exkaTh B 60KOBYIO
KOMHATY, HO BHYTPH OBIJIO CITUIIKOM TEMHO, ¥ OH He TIocMell. YTo KacaeTcs ero yrpo3sl CTaTh
3aJI02KHUKOM COOCTBEHHOM KM3HU — O Hell JaBHO 3a0blH.

MbsH 3 GricTpo obolta moMmelreHrss. Korga oHa nmpoxofuiia MUMO O0KOBOY KOMHATHI, MPUHI [IyHxXah
TaK UCIyTaJICs, YTO PYXHYJI Ha 3eMIIIO.

Llenbio Mau O He ObLT HU OH caM, HU MiMnepaTop. BepHyBIIKCh K ABEPH, OHA BCKOYMIA U CXBAaTHJIACh
3a Oanky moToska. OHa KauHynach OBa pa3a, Ipexk/e YeM CIPHITHYTh 00paTHO Ha 3eMio. OHa
OBUHYJIACh BIIepeq Ha IBIMOYKaX, a 3aTeM CHOBA BCKOYMJIa. ITO MOBTOPUIIOCH TPUKALI, IPEXOe 4eM
OHa 3aMepJia ¥ I0JI0XKUJIa KUHKal 06paTHO B pyKas.

Xanb Ky13sl 1 npuHI [IlyHXal OblIK OIIeIoMIeH. MaH O OB He TOIHKO 3HATOKOM 00EBHIX
MCKYCCTB, HO U IPOJEMOHCTPHUPOBaI MacTEPCTBO, KOTOPOT0 OHM HUKOITIa paHbllle He BuOenu. banka
moTOJIKa Oblna 60Jiee TpeX METPOB B BEICOTY, HO OHa C JIETKOCTHIO Iphirana. [IpuHi [IyHxai 60mbIne
HEe BEPHJI, YTO CMOKET 00beIUHUTELCS C XaHb 2KYI3bl M CPA3UTHCS C 3TOM CIYKAHKOM.

"OtpoeixaiiTe." MaH E HakKOHeI 3aTOBOpHUIIA.

[Tpunn [lyHxay MeOeHHO MOgHANCA Ha HOrM. OH OCTOPOXKHO CIPOCHUIT: «3HAYUT, CETOOHS BEUEPOM
HUKAKOTO yOuicTBa?»

M3H 3 OTKpHUTa iBepb U yiuta. XaHb 2Ky13sl 00HAPYKUII, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, IOHOIIEN K IBEPHOMY
IIPOEMY U MIPOBEJI PyKOi#i 1o fBepu. Kak oH ¥ 0Xupas, 4acTh ABEPH, C KOTOPOU compuKacascs Mau 93,
Oblyla McllaykKaHa KpoBbi0. OHa Oblyia paHeHa.

[TpunI [JyHxail MeAJieHHO MOAoIIes, YToOR TOCMOTPETh. ETo rosoc gpoxar, oH cka3am: «TaM...
OEeWCTBUTENILHO OBLN yOuiiia».

«He cTpo#t ciekynsanuit». Xanb 2Ky1135l Hallles TUCT OyMaru, 4ToO0bl CMBITh KPOBB CO CBOMX PyK. Ho
OH IEeNCTBUTENIBHO BEPUJI, YTO TYT TOJIKO YTO OBLIT yOUUIIA.

BCKOpe BOLIJIX YEeThIPE CIIY2KAHKHU 1 IIOLMIJIK B BOCTOYHYIO X 3dIllIaAHYIO O0KOBEIE KOMHATHI, YTOOBI
IIOCTaBUTh KPOBaATH.

Xanb XKy13sl crana B BOCTOYHOM OOKOBOM KOMHATE, ¥ Y HETO OBLJIO TIOTHO BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPEIE OH



Hazesisicsl 3agaTh MaH 3. Ho B 9Ty HOYb OcTanach gpyras ciayxkaHKa, U OHa OTBETHUJIA TOJIBKO «Ia»
UM «HET» Ha KaXnawk Bompoc Umnepartopa. Kak 6ynTo oHa faxe He 3Hasa, KTO Takas MaH 3.

KT0-TO mOCTYy4asn B ABEPS, U YeJIOBEK BOILIeJI, He JOXKUAAsACh pa3pelleHus. ITo ObUI NpUHI [JyHXal,
KOTOpBIM TOXKe He Mor crnaTh. OH cKa3aJsl CllyKaHKe, KoTopas cena: «JI0Kuce. 9To He TBOe Aeno."
3aTeM OH IOJKpasicAd K KpoBaTé XaHb KyII3bl U TUXO CIPOCUT: «Thl HE CIIUIIL?»

«MMm».

«4l morapwIBaICS, YTO TH TOXKE HE CMOXKEIIb CIaTh. ITO OBIIO AEWCTBUTEILHO CIUIIKOM...» — IIPUHI]
IyHxal o0epHYyJCS B TEMHOTE U CKa3ajl B CTOPOHY AuBaHa. "Twl yxonu. CerogHsi BeuepoM TBOU
YCIIyTH He MOTPeOyI0TCS».

«A??» — B 3aMeIIIaTeNbCTBE CIPOCHIIa CITyKaHKa.

«Yero ol Ooutbca? 4 ciayra MMmmepaTopa u, KOHEYHO, MoTy 1mo3aboTtuthes o Ero BenmuuecTse. Bornee
TOTO... HaM mpeacTouT o0CyauTh BaXkKHbIe TOCylapCTBEHHEBIE fefla. Kak MoXKeT CKpoMHas CIyKaHKa
IIOAICITyIINBATh HAII PAa3roBOp?»

OT0 OBlTa 0OBIYHAS CITy?KaHKA, ¥ OHA OblyIa HATyraHa CcjIoBaMu mpuHIa JyHxas. Bce, 4To oHa Moria
clesnaTh, 3TO BHIOPATHCS U3 KOMHATH B TEMHOTE U OXPAHSTh OBEPh, HE PelllasiCh OTOUTH CIIUIIKOM
IaJIeKo.

[Tpunn [ysxal 651 yooBneTBopeH. OH Cell Y KPOBAaTH U CEPhE3HO CKas3am: «f Bce o0myMan u,
HaKOHEI], KOe-4TO MOHSIJI».

«ToI OoJblle HEe AyMaelllb, YTO MaH 3 — npu3pak?» XaHb Kyl3bl cKa3asl C yOIUBIeHNEM.

«IIpu3pak He cTaj OBl IPHITaTh TakK, Kak oHa. OHU IIPOCTO IJlaBak BOKPYT, KakK BeTep. Yy~~»
[Tpuun [IyHxay u3gan XKyTKUHM 3BYK BETpa, HO IOHSJ, 4TO MMmepaTop He HamyraH. «9Ta ClIyKaHKa
— 4YeJIOBEK, ¥ OHa TaKXe 9KCIepT 1o 60eBEIM HuCKyccTBaM. Ho 9T0 CTpaHHO, KaK TaKO# 4Ye0BeK
MOXKeT HaXOOUThCd B MIepaTopcKoM fBopLe?»

«Bo mBOPIIE HE JOJIKHO OBITH 3KCIIEPTOB IT0 6OEBHIM UCKYCCTBAM?»

«KoHe4YHO, OHU MOTYT TyT ObITh! HO B OCHOBHOM 3TO MYKYUHBI, ¥ 1300paxkaTh U3 ce0s CIyKaHOK
oHu ObI TOUHO He cTanu. B Xpame IIpenkoB ciy:KaHKa, COIPOBOXKOaBuIas Benukyio Cymnpyry, Ovlia
OYeHb CTPAHHOU: OHA BHITJIAAella KaK IIepeofeTh MyK4rHa. [1110C 3TH [ABa 4eloBeKa CKIIOHHEI
OeNCTBOBATh He 1O ImpaBunnaM; KaxeTcs, M He MeCTO BO OBOPIIEY.

«f ToXe Tak mymar».



«Hy, s y&e 00BSICHUII 9TO, TaK YTO, KOHEUHO, TH TOXKEe TakK AyMaelnb. CyTh He B HUX [IBOUX U HE B
Tebe. [leso Bo MHEe».

"B Tebe?"

«Mwm. [Touemy MeHs mepxkaT BO ABOplie? KOHEUYHO, 3TO He U3-3a TOT0, YTO THI Tak ckKa3asl. [louemy
BOOBCTBYIOIAs UMIlepaTpULia CAeslaja MeHs: TBOUM IOMOIIHUKOM? [TouyeMy MeHs Iocianu Croga
CErOgHS BEYepOM?»

"Tlouemy?" XaHb 2KyII35l TI00UIT CTyIIaTh UCTOPUHU, IO3TOMY OH HEe BO3pazkaj IIPOTUB TOT0, YTOOH
IIPOABUTATE UCTOPUIO BMECTE CO CBOUMU BOIIPOCAMHU.

«YTOORI 3aIIUTUTE TEOI».
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