HaCTy'HI/IJ'IO YTPO, ¥ MEI, CIIaPTaHIIbI, CHOBA I'OTOBUIIKCE K BOMHe. MHI BCTaJIX [0 BOCXOMa COJIHIIA B
CBITHO IIO€EJIN. BCKOpe 6apa6aHHBIIZ 00¥ ¥ TOIIOT HOT HAIIOJIHUIIN OOJINHEI, X JIIOOU Kcecha CHOBa
YCTPEMUIIUCH K HaM. BBIIY CBIIIHEL BOILIA BapBapoOB.

Te, KTO c3agu, KpU4ajy BIepe, XJIellla CBOUX JII0IeH.

Te HecyacTHbIe YOTIOOKY BIepeau, Kpudaau Hal3aj.

Ho 6v1110 ciuimkom Mo30HO. Moe KoIibe Y2ZKe IIPOYHO BOIIJIO B €0 ITIO3BOHOYHUK.

— Xaxaaaaa! Brl 6eccepmeunsie Tpychl. He yberaiite. BcTpeTbTe cBOero co3marensi! — KpUKHYII 1.

— Becemnuibcs, CTapuKk? — CIPOCUT ACTHHOC, TPUCOEIUHUBINNCH K MO€H CTOPOHE Ha IOJIe.

— V 1e6s elle MOKpHIE VIIIX, TapeHb. TH ellle He 3acIyKUJT ITPaBO Ha3kIBaTh MEHS CTapukoM. [Toka
HET, — OTBETHI 1. {1 TIOAHSJ KOIIhe BLICOKO B BO3AYX U OOPYIINJI €r0 Ha MpUOIMKaIOUIET0Cs Iepca.
Ero Teno packoionoch Ha OBE YACTH OT CUITBI MOETo yaapa.

— ITapens npaB, — nporoBopui Ctenuoc. OH IPHITHYII TePeo MHOM U OTPYOUIT TOJIOBY IepCy,
KOTOPOTO 51 TOTOBUJICS YOapPUTh.

—Tol yke Bpofe Kak cTap. THl IBUTAEIbCS TOPa3no MenjieHHee. Bo3aMoxXHO, Tebe CTOUT MPUCECTh U
OTIOXHYTb, — S YXMBIIBHYJICS.

HaxanbCTBO 3THX OBOUX IIPOCTO IIOPA3UTEIIBHO.

b | KPEIIKO CXKaJl CBO€ KOIlbe, CYy3HUJI 3PDEHNEe U METHYII €T0. qa METHYIJI €r0 B CAHTHUMETPE OT JINIa
Crenuoca, egBa He IIPOMaXHYBIINCH MUMO HETro, 1 4epe3 TeJla YETEIPEX II€PCOB.

ITo Jany Cremnuoca CKaTUIach 6PICepI/IHKa rnota, a ACTUHOC OT OYIIA paCCMedAIICA Hal ero
OLleIIEHEHHUEM.

— 4 mymaro, BaM CTOUT OTOUTH B CTOPOHY U ITO3BOJIUTH HACTOSIIEMY MyKUMHe II0Ka3aTh BaM, Kak
3TO HenaeTcs, I0HUOPH, — cKa3a s Ctenuocy u ACTHHOCY.

3eMnis comporHynachk. [loBenuTenu 3Bepeit Kcepkca mogouiiy K MO0, pa3MaxuBasi gpruaraMu 1
KOCTSIHBIMHM MOJIOTaMu. KCepKc BBI3BaJl CBOUX JIET€HIAPHBIX 3BEPEH.

OrpomMHOe 4eTBePOHOT0e YyMOBHUIIE TPOPBAIOCh CKBO3b CTPOM IMEPCOB ¥ HATIPABUIOCH 110 IPSIMOM K
HaM. 1 YXMBITBHYJICSI, CXBATHII CBOE KOIIbE C TeJI YeThIPeX YeJIOBEK U BPYUYUII €T0 B PYKU ACTHHOCA.



— INopa noka3aTh ce0s, Mamb4uK, — CKa3asl s AcTuHOCy. OH IoKadaJs I'oJIOBOX U KPEIKO YXBaTHUIICS
3a Moe Kombe. OHO OBIIO TsXKesee OPyrux. I103TOMy MalbuyuKy HYKHO ObIJIO OBITH OCTOPOXKHBIM. EMy
HY2KHO OBIJIO COCPEIOTOYUTLCS ¥ TOYHO MIPUIETTUTHCS.

AcTHHOC TTOJHST KOIlbe Haf ToI0BoM U Opocurn ero. be3 mBuxenus nepen. be3 umnynbca. TpyoHas
3aplaya, 0CoOEHHO KOTfIa TBOS IIeTb TaK BellMKa U 00/1afaeT TaKOW CKOPOCTHIO.

Ero ymap 6511 xopoi. [IpsiMo B rj1a3a TBapu. 3Bepb MPOMJOIKal HaCTynaTh, @ ACTUHOC CTOSIJI TBEPZO.
Ero MyKecTBO OBIIIO CHTIBHBIM. 3BepPh MaflaeT U CKAYeT I10 II0JIi0, OCTAHABIUBASCh PSIAOM C
AcTuHOCOM.

¢4 moxoman Manb4YMKa 0 CIIMHEe, KOTla OH BHITAIIMI Moe Konbe. OH IIPOTSIHYJI €70 MHE C YXMBIJIKOH
Ha JIuIle.

— Crapuk.

— He XKMu Ha ypmady, MaJIbuMK, — {1 CKa3aJl ACTUHOCY.

I‘I}’JI[OBI/II.T.IG He CIIPaBUJIOCK. Torpma apMusa Kcecha 06paTI/IJ'IaCB K CBOEU Marum.

I_Hapr B3PEIBAKOIIET0CA OTHA W MeTaJlllla ITaJa/ii Ha HacC.

91 67TOKHMPOBAJT B3PEIBHI CBOMM IUTOM. JTO OBIJIO TPYMHO, ¥ BUOPAIIUH BCE elrle IPUUNHSIN 60JIb MOUM
pykam. f 3Has, 4TO [OIKEeH J0CTaTh uX. YOpaTh uX KakKuM-To oOpa3oM. M mockopee.

— Crenuoc! Co MHoOI! — Kpuuy 5 emy. 4 yiien us-mom o0CTpesia U UCI0JIb30BaJl CBOM IIUT, YTOOHI
IpUKPHITE ce0s u CTenmoca, MoKa Mbl IPOOKBAINCE K TIepefHel TMHUY IEPCOB.

3eMJisg BOKPYT Hac COTpscanach. ApMuu Bcerd A3uu COIIUCEH B 3TOM MaJleHbKOM Kopugope. Ux
YUCJIEHHOCTh HUYET0 He 3Hayua.

MtI co CTenrocoM YKJIOHSITTUCH OT B3PHIBOB. MeTaJll U OrOHb 00KUTajy Haly jerkue. Ho Mbl
IpoOuBaNKCh BIepe. S onyCcTUICs Ha KOJIEHO U IOTHS CBOM muUT. [Ionyyunach TOYKa OIOPHL.
Omnopa gnga Crenuoca. CTeIrOC IepenprerHysl 4yepes [IepCcoB U Hallajl Ha MaroB C3aju.

— Tument! 3ammiancs! — kpukHyn MHe CTenuoc.

q KPYTAHYJICA Ha IIATKE U IIOOHSAJII IIUT, YTOOBI IIPUKDPEITE CBOE TEJIO.

WX orHeHHbIe APkl B30PBAIMCh BCe cpa3y. COBMECTHEIM B3PEIB IMOTPSIC BOPOTa. M yOuI HaImux
BParos.



Korpga s BcTam Ha HOTH, 4 yYBHUOEII, 4TO Crenuoc cMessics, KaK MaHbSK.

— Xopomuras pabota. Ho cMoTpu, — s cKa3asl eMy, yKa3hiBas Ha 66eCKOHEUHYIO OpAYy Ha TOPU30HTE: —
Bnepepu etie 6onbine. [JaBaiiTe MOCIEMINM U IIePeTrPyIIupyeMCs.

Crenuoc KUBHYIJI, 1 MBI OTCTYIIUJIA HA3ad[, YTOORI IIPUCOEIUHUTLCA K OCTAJIBHBIM.

MHorouacoBasi OuTBa IIpuHECIIa CBOU IIJIIOOEI.

ME1 mepaKasnu 3TU BOPOTa, ¥ MbI TOOeIuIH.

Mt oTIipaBnsanu oTpyOsieHHEIe pora 1 0e3rosioBele Tena o6paTHOo K HoraM Kcepkca. Cam Kcepkce
HaKa3bIBaeT CBOUX FeHEPaJioB 3a uX Heymauu. HecrnpaBennmuBoe HaKa3aHue, KOTHa epe HUMU
CIIapTAHIIHL.

Kcepkc oTnpaBuil CBOM ITOTUMINA YYAOBUI C KOHTUHEHTOB. OTO OOJIBIINE U HEYKITIOXKHUE YYIOBHUIIA.
OHU JIerKo nagalorT.

Cpaxkasch Ha Y3KOU TPOIMHKE, Mbl CBOMMHU KOIIbSIMU CTAJIKMBAJIA OOJIBIINX ¥ PEBYIIUX 3Beper Ha
Kpal TPOIWHKH.

3T10 IIOBTOPAJIOCE YaCaMH. HarmonHss Haliy MBICTHA HafeXIou.

— XAX! — AcTUHOC XPIOKHYJI, yIapUB HOXOM YeJIOBeKa y CBOUX HOT.

— OCTOpPOXKHO, MaJIbYUK, — 5T CKa3ajl eMy, OJIOKUPYS LIUTOM yOap Meda, IpegHa3sHaYeHHBIN IS eT0
TOJIOBEL. ¢l KPYTAHYJICS U Ilepepe3ast TOPJio MyXKYUHEI CBOUM KITUHKOM.

— Yo, TH BCe ellle 37IeCh? — CIIpocuil ACTHHOC.

— KTo0-TO monxkeHn IIPHUKPLBIBATh TBOIO CIIMHY, MAJIbYUK, — CKd3adJl Crenmoc MAaJIbYHKY.

ME&I BTpOeM cpazkaluch BMeCTe, CIIMHA K criuHe. 4 yBepHYcs oT pyku Crenuoca, Korga oH
3aMaxHyJICsl CBOMM KJIMHKOM Ha 4YeJI0OBeKa I03afgy MeHs. 3aTeM s HaHeC yiap HOXKOM U ITOTal B
OpI0X0 TOMY, KTO CTOSIJT 32 HUM, a ACTUHOC ITPOH3UI HACKBO3b TOT'0, KTO CTOSIJI IIEPe[l HUM.

[TogHABIIKCH HA HOTH, I OTPAXHYJIICA U ITOXJIOIIAJI MaJIb9YMKa 110 CIINHE.

— Monopen, ACTUHOC, — CKa3all 1 MaJIbYUKy.



On YXMBIJIBHYJICA, KaK IIE€HOK. A KHUBHYJI €My U CTaJl IIOOXOOUTH K Ky4€e MEPTBLHIX IIE€PCOB, YTOOHI
386paTb CBO€ KOIIbE.

— PET'PVIIIIA! — npuka3san Jleorup. A cXxBaTUII CBOE KOIIbe M BCTAl PAAOM C JIeOHUIOM, OUUIIas
KOTIbe OT KPOBH.

— ACTHUHOC! — xpuknyna Aptemupa. OHa 3aMeTHJIa CBOET0 MaJlburKa U YIBIOHYIack: — MOM CBIH.

ACTMHOC ¥ €T0 MaTh BCTPETUJIUCH B3T/ISIIaMK U KUBHYIIH APYT APYTY. Mamb4uK OTYASTHHO HYKIAJICS
B omoOpeHun MaTepu. Y Temephb OH €ro MOJIydHIL.

4 yneibHyNCS Manb4yuKy. OH IMOCTYIHI CIIPaBeIMBO 110 OTHOIIEeHUIO K CrtapTe. ITO ero MOMEHT, U OH
ero 6onee yeM 3acnyxui. OfHaKO Mos yIbI0Ka BCKOpe uc4ye3ya, Korjaa U3 ObiMa MOSIBUTICS Iepc Ha
KOHe.

— ACTHUHOC! — kpukHyna Apremupa.

4 momHSAN KOIbe Tak 6I:>ICTp0, KaK TOJIBKO MOT', ©® METHYJI €TI0 U330 BCEX CHUJI, YTOOBI IIOIBITATHCS YGI/ITL
MYXK4YUHY IIpexXae, 4eM OH yCIieeT Y6I/ITB MaJIb4YHKa.

Moe Kolibe 110T1ajI0 B HEro ¥ COPOCUIIO ero C JIOIIafu, HO OBIIO y2Ke CITUIIKOM IT03[HO.

¢ 3aKkphln ra3a ¥ B3MOXHYI. 3abpaHa Moyofas XKU3Hb.

ApTeMI/II[a CHSJIa IIJIeM X Ha4ajla UOATU K CBOEMY ChIHY.

— IMpoknaTee. ApreMmupna! — s moGexkars 3a Hel, IT0Ka OHa BCJIENyI0 pyOusa u yOuBasa Iepcos,
UIYIIUX Ha Hac.

4 3a6710KMpOBAs ONUH U3 UX KJIMHKOB CBOUM IIHUTOM. £ KPYTaHYJICSI ¥ MEUOM OTPYOUII MyKUKUHE
TOJIOBY, OHOBPEMEHHO YAAapUB APYTOro 10 JUIy KpaeM imuTa. CieBa U cIipaBa HaCTyIaJd MEePCHI.
OpHaKO B TOM COCTOSTHMH, B KOTOPOM OHa Obvll, ApTemMuna Obljla JTUITh OTBIEKAIOIINM MaHEBPOM,
MEepTBEIM I'Py30M. Korma Bce cTajo sICHO, 5 CXBATHJI APTEMHY U IOTAIIWII ee, KPUYaIIyo 0T 60JH, B
3a[HIO0 YaCTh Halned danauru. M Tam s gepxkan ee.
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