B3sB akckmo3uBHEIE Bpata Tenenopraliuy, KOTOpPEle MTHOBEHHO OTIPaBUIU Ol ero B CTONHITY
I'mombero KoposnesctBa, Hukoma mos moKpoBOM TEMHOTEI HAallpaBUJICS B ITa0-kBapTUpy OpmeHa
'pudona.

“ByByBy"'

"He mnayub, Mambimi. [IpocTo MomoXKau elre HeEMHOTO".

Cre3bl IUKO yKe TOKPHITH U0 JIaKC, ITOKa OHa IPOJoJIKasa IaguTh Moysnbda 1o 1oy. Y
CIIM3ePUHKH OBIIO Pa36UTO Cepille U3-3a BHE3alHOH cMepTH JIakc, ¥ OHa He MOTJIa CIepXaTh Cle3.

Hukosa B3ZOXHYI, TJISAS HA CIM3ePUHCKYI0 MAJIBIIIKY, KOTOpast OB/IXsJIA HA HETO U 3aCTaBUjIa
IIOYyBCTBOBATh ce0s momaBieHHbIM. OH HUKOTa He AyMaJl, YTO Ha HEer0 MOXKET [IOBJIUSATh MOHCTD,
IJTAYYLIIUY 10 CBOEMY XO35MHY, TaK ke, Kak rojybas cnu3b Iakana 1o Jlaxc.

Boiifist B 0COOHSIK Ha OKparHe CTOJUIE, HHuKOIa BOCIIOIBE30BaAJICS IPABOM HOTOM, YTOOR OTKPHITh
IIOTAHOU XOf, BEOYILIU I10J 3€MIIIO.

I[TpoIIyI0 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, ITOKa OH IIIeJI II0 TAHOMY X0y, KOTOPHIH BeJI MPSMO K MX HITal-
KBapTHDe.

Kaxk Tonbko oH OTKDPGHIJI OBEPLb, YETEIPpE THOMA IIOBEPHYJIX I'OJIOBHI, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETEL Ha HEro.

"WTak, THl HaKOHEI[-TO 3[eCh", - cKa3as HeBpeas, risas Ha MepTBOTO MOTy3/1bda Ha pyKax y
Huxkomnsl. "ITomoxu ero Ha cTomn".

Hukomna KHWBHYJI 1 OCTOPO2KHO ITOJIOZKHUII TEJIO JII0KCa Ha CTOJI, KOTOpBIfI IIPUTOTOBUIIN [OJIsI HETO
OCTaJIbHEIE.

"Japmnb3, OKaxu 4ecTh", - HeBpeasn caenan xKeCcT OQHOMY U3 CBOUX TOBapHILled, KOTOPOTO OH
3aCTaBWUJI CTaTh ONHUM U3 UX KOIab0pallOHUCTOB B Olepanuu B Yautopumxk-Cury.

Yapinb3 KUBHYII U [OCTAJI U3 KOJIbla [JI XpaHeHUsI MeTaJInueCcKul Mnputl. BHyTpu Hero
HaXOOuIach (proIeToBast KUAKOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH CO3[aJ TOf Ha3aj.

"CTOJIBKO XJIOIIOT U3-3a HOBUYKaA", - mpoBopyYai Yapibs. "Hafewcs, OH HAaC He pa3odapyeT".

Kak TONbKO CHIBOPOTKa ORI MOJTHOCTLIO BBeIeHa B Tejio JII0KCca, Teo momyajbda 3aapoxKao, KakK
OyOTO €ro ymapuio TOKOM.

MrHoBeHUe CIyCTS MOIyaJb( riy0oKo BHOXHYI, Kak OYATO CHoesas MepBhi BOOX B 9TOM MHUDE.



"YU BCce XKe g He MOT'y II0BEPUTH, YTO KTO-TO CMOT IIOJIyYUTh UMMYHUTET IIPOTUB sa APaKOoHa
HedpuToBoro mupa", - mpo6opmoTan HYapib3, MOT0XKUB TajbIlbl Ha 3aMCThe MOyasbda, YToOk
IIPOBEPUTD €T'0 COCTOSHUE. "Y MeHs 00/bII0e UCKYIIEHNEe BCKPHITh €r0 U U3YYUTh, YTO 3aCTaBIISIeT
ero TUKaTh".

"He menait aToro", - ckadan Hukoma. "9toT Manbi Cnu3sb nnakan 6e3 0CTAHOBKHU C TEX IOP, Kak
yMep. Jlydile orpaHA4YUTHCA IIJIEHHUKaMU, KOTOPBIX MBI 3axBaTuiu y Cymepednoro JJoxnas".

Yapns3 ¢peiprHYyI. "Xopoo."

OUKO, KOTOpas IJlaKajla paHbIlle, BHE3AIIHO IepecTasa IjakaTh, KOTa II0YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO CEepPlle
ee TIaIbl CHOBa Haydano OuThCs. YToOw yOEOUTHCS, YTO el He MOCIBIIIAN0Ch, OHA IIOATIO0N3TIa K IPyau
Jlakca u 3aKphija I'71a3a, 4YToOk II0UYBCTBOBATh U YCIIHIIATh OMeHKe ero cepaia.

Korpa oHa moaTBepauiia, 4TO cepple JIakca IeiCTBUTEIbHO Hayalo OUThCS CHOBA, MarbimKa Cu3b
oOpagoBanach U MOCIEIIHO I0MoI3/1a 06paTHo Ko 0y JIakca. [Tocie 3TOro oHa BBIIJIECHYTIA KATLTIO
BOMEI Ha JIUII0 TI0/Iy3Jbda, OTYEro TOT B IIOKE OTKPHII I71a3a.

"9-01Ko0?"
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[Tonyanbd ¢ TPyIOM MOJHS PYKY, YTOOBI IETOHBKO MOTJIANUTh IJIauyilyo Inume 1o aby. OH yxe
pacckasasn JUKO 0 IjlaHe U faxke yOe[uIics, YTO OHa IOHSJA, 4To ANBIM YOLET ero Ha rja3ax y BCeX,
4yTOOBI BECTh O €T0 CMEePTH KaK MOXKHO CKOpee HocTuria yiei CymepedHnoro Jloxkps.

Ho oH He 3Ha, 4TO JUKO OyMasa, YTO OH IPOCTO LIYTUT.

Korzna oH yMep y Hee Ha Iiiasax, Cii3eprHKa CoBCeM 3a0blia 0 ToM, 4To JIakc cKa3as el [eHb Ha3al,
1 II0YyBCTBOBasa cebs yOUTO! ropeM.

Ha camowm pene Jlakc ymep He oT sga [IpakoHa HedppuroBoro Mupa. OH "yMep" OT Apyroro saa,
KOTOPHIM Ha BpeMs OCTaHAaBNIMBaJ cepale0ueHre 1 3aCTaBIsANI ero Ka3aThCsa MEPTBHIM. Eciu B
TedeHUe CleAynLux 24 4acoB eMy JaBaJid IPOTUBOSIANE, OH MTHOBEHHO IIPOCHITIAICS.

Ecnu Xe HeT, TO OH OCTaHETCSI MEPTBLIM HaBCeTTa.
9ToT a7 ObisT ©3006peTeH Yapib30M Ha cliydai, eciu KoMy-To u3 4neHoB OpaeHa ['pudona

HOHaJI[O6I/ITCH Ha KOPOTKO€ BpeMA IIPUTBOPUTHECSA MEPTBEIM.

Camoe 3a0aBHOE B 3TOM sifie OBITIO TO, YTO IIPU MCIIO0Ib30BAaHUM OUATHOCTUYECKOT0 3aK/IMHAHUS
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KepTBa OblJla OTpPaBieHa KPOBbIO OMIUPEHCKOTo [IpakoHa, Ybs KPOBb MOTJIA CTOUTh
[EeCSTKU MUJILOHOB.



"MHe XKamb IIpPeprBaTh Ballly BCTpedy. Ho Temeps, KOrfa BEl MEPTBEI, UTO BBl IJIaHUPYETE AeaTh
nanblre?" ckasan Hespeas, nomouns K JIakc, KOTopasi yroBapuBajla CIM3epUHLIa IlepecTaTh IIJIeBaTh
BOZIOM €My Ha T'OJIOBY.

OiKo0 o4YyBCTBOBasa 00JerdeHue, HO B TO Ke BpeMs Obljla OueHb 371a Ha JIakc 3a To, YTO OHa
TIOCTyIUIa Tak 0e3paccygHo, I03TOMY OHa IIPOAOIXKaa IJIeBaTh Ha HEr0 BOGOM B OTMECTKY 3a TO,
YTO OH 3aCTABUJI €€ IIJIaKaTh.

Jlakc 00HS CIM3EPUHKY 00eMMU PyKaMU U TOJI0XKUT ee ce0e Ha rpyab, YTOOL UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTh
TIOTOBOPHUTH C THOMOM CPEIHUX JIET, KOTOPHIN TPUBETT B IEHCTBUE BECH ITOT IIJIaH.

"¢l BepHYCH B CBOM POOHOM rOpPOA M OCTaHYCh TaM Ha ABa-Tpu Mecsua", - orBeTun Jlakc. "Torpma
CymepeuHsiit [1oXkab He OyIeT COMHEBATLCS, YTO S MEpPTB".

Hespean noruMarolre KUBHYJI [OJIOBOX. "A KaK Ke TBOU APY3bA? OTU AETU HaBEpPHsIKa ceildac
YyBCTBYIOT ce0s IOfaBIeHHEIMU",

Jlakc B3moxHY, TofyMaB 0 KoneTT u ee Ipy3bsaX, KOTOPHE HaBepHsIKa OyIyT IOfaBIEHE €T0
cMepThio. TeM He MeHee, OH ObIT yBepeH, uTo AiiHa pa36epeTcsi C OCTalIbHBIMU U CKaXKeT UM, YTO OH
11e]T 1 HEBPEIUM.

"Tlo mpaBpe TOBOPS, 1 HEMHOT0 00I0Ch BCTPETUTHCS C HUMU cerdac", - cKasas Jlakc, mpexzae yeM Ha
€ero JIMLO yIlasa Kalljis BOAbl, 3aCTaBUB €ro B3[JPOTHYTh.

[ToxayaB r'oJI0BO# U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY, Kak cobfaka, IUKO 3aXuUXKKalla B €0 pyKaX, YTO II03BOJIMIIO
Jlakcy MpOmOKUTH TO, YTO OH XOTeJ CKa3aTh HeBpeany.

I OUKO yKe TakK THUPVET, TO S YBEPEH, YTO OHHU 3aXOTST IOJIYYUTL KYCOUEK MEHsI, Koraa s
"Ecnu 3#KOo yXe Tak pea €T, TO epe 0 OHH 3ax0 o) COYEeK Me orga
IIOSBJIIOCH Ilepen HUMU", - 3aaBuUil Jlakc. "Bymer nyylile, eCly 1 HEMHOTO 3aTalCh".

Hespean kuBHyn. "Mul HazHauuM MHULKATa B KaueCcTBe TeloxpaHuTesns ['unbaMacTepa Beynoctu. A
He 3Halo, IOIUIIOT 11 OHU 2KHeI0B, 4TOOH IOKOHYUTD C €€ XXKU3HbI0, KaK OHU CHeJIalId 3TO C ToOOH,
HO B uHTepecax KoposyeBcTBa, 4TOOB OHA OCTaNach XKUBa U CITyXKuja 3allUTHULIEN YauTOpPUmXK
Curn".

"910 K nyumemy. Crracu6o, cap Hespean".

"Tel HaM MHOTUM 00s13aH, Manb4yuK. Hapeloch, B OyayIneM TH BepHEIIb HaM 3Ty yCIyTy".

YeTBepTHIH THOM B KOMHATE Pa3BEPHYJICS U yIIell, He cCKa3aB 00Jibllle HU CJI0Ba. EMy ellle paHO OBIIO
TOBOPUTSH C JITOKCOM, ¥ OH OCTaJICSI TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO XOTeJl yOeOUThCS, YTO TOT B IOPSIKE.

Hukona nopouwen x Jlakcy u gan eMy 3Bepunoe Anpo Mamnoro [IeMoroprosa, KOTopoe cpasy xe
IIPUBJIEKJIO BHUMaHUE JUKO.



OmHaKo, K ero yIuBJIEHHI0, DMKO TOTBKO MOAION3 K APy 3Beps B pyke JIakca ¥ HEOXOTHO Jaj eMy
JTU3HYTh.

CrnoBHO HOHpO6OBaB YTO-TO O4YEHE I'OPBKOE, NETEHHIII CIIM3XU Ha4dall BHIIIJIEBEIBATE BOOY Ha IIOJI, KaK
6y11T0 IMBITAACh OYUCTUTD POT OT YET0-TO OYEHb HEIIPUATHOTO.
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Huxkosa XUXUKHYJI, YBUIEB 3Ty ClieHY, U B3TJITHYI Ha JIakc.

"3BepuHEbIe Sipa, U3BJIeYEHHBIE U3 MOHCTPOB be3nHbl, 00RYHO He HPABSTCS OPYrUM MOHCTpaMm", -
3asaBun Hukona. "OgHako OHU COfepKaT OYeHb MOIIHbBIE HABBIKY, IPUCYILIKE TOJIBKO MOHCTPaM TUIIa
Beanuel. 4 Hapmeocs, 4yTo Tebe OBE3ET, U THI MOJTYYHINb U3 HETO MOCTOMHEIA HaBEIK. KTO 3HaeT? B
OymyiieM OH MOXKET IPUTOAUTHCS ",

Jlakc mocMOTpesn Ha YepHOe 3BepuHoe fApo B CBOEY pyKe, a 3aTeM OGpocun 6aromapHbIM B3TJIAL Ha
rHoMa cpepgHux net. "Crnacubo, cap Hukomna. 4 He 3abyny oty ycnyry".

"Hert." HuKoa moKa4asa roaoBoOHt. "IT0 AP0 3BePS AOCTANIOCh HE OT MEHS, a OT HaIller0 BOXKIAI.
Korpga ThI cTaHelb cuiibHee, y Tebst OyIeT BO3MOXKHOCTh BCTPETUTHCS C HUM B OymyiieM. Torma Th
CMOKeIIb 061arogapuTh ero'.

Jlakc ynbIOHYJICSI, CHOBA IIOCMOTPEB Ha YepHoe Ampo 3Beps B cBoel pyke. OH HUKOTIa He 3abymeT
CBOI0 BCTpeuy ¢ MasbiM [1eMOroproHoM.

'9TOT MOHCTp OBLN cunbHee Keo3wl', - pa3muinuian Jlake, TNsAs Ha AOpPO 3Beps B CBOel pyke. Eciu Ob
3TOT CepeOPOBOJIOCHIY THOM He IPUILIEeST HaM Ha IOMOIIb, Mbl OBl Bce moru6nu B Yautopunx-Cutu".
[Toka Jlakc rioy6oko 3agymarncs, Hukoma u Yapib3 BHILIN U3 KOMHATH, OCTaBUB TOIBKO HeBpeana.
"ECTh KOE-4TO BaXKHO€, 0 UeM MHe HYKHO 103ab0TUThCS B OnuxKailiue mapy Mecsimes", - 3asBUI
HeBpeanb. "Bo3M0XKHO, B 9TO BpeMs BHl HE CMOXKETe CBSI3aThCs HU CO MHOM, HY C KEM-THO0 U3

yneHoB OpneHa I'pucdona. Ha Bcsikuii cnydal, He fejlaliTe HUYEro 0OIacHOTO, KaK BB CHOelanu
cerogHs. Y Te6s1 TOJIbKO OOHa XKK3Hb. [103a00ThCS 0 TOM, YTOOHI IOPOKHUTD €10".

Jlakc KuBHYI 1 nob6narogapuin Hespears.

IIaB eMy elrle HECKOIbKO HallOMUHAHUM, HeBpeasb BhIIIENT U3 KOMHATH ¥ HAIIPABHUIICS 00paTHO B
Koponesckuii gopet.

[Tockonbky Jlakc Mor BepHYThCA B CoJie ¢ cuiol Kofblla ApoHaliTa B pyKe, eMy He HyKHO OBIJIO
IOKXJATh UX MTab-KBapTUPY, YTOOEl OTIIPABUTHCS K BOPOTaM TejenopTauuu B CTOnuIE.



B ropope HaxogunIoCh HECKOJIBKO areHToB CymepeyHoro J[loxkps, U uM ObLIO OBl OUEeHb JIETKO
oro3HaTh JIakca, MOCKOIbKY OH OBIT eAMHCTBEHHEIM N0JTyabdoM B KoponeBcTBe ['BenuBeH.

Ils Toro YTOOHI OPraHMu30BATh €TI0 CMEPTH, OBIIIH IIPEANPUHATEI OTPOMHEIE YCUJINA, X1 OH HE OBIIT
HACTOJIBKO TJIVII, YTOOBI IIYCTHUTL BC€ 3THU YCHUIINA Ha BETEP.

"A¥iHa, Haflel0Ch, TH IIPABUILHO 00BSICHUIID 3TO0 KonmeTT 1 ocTanbHEIM", - mpo6opMoTan JIakc,
II0JIOKUB BCE ellle HafyTylo DUKO Ha rojioBy. "l M3BUHIOCH Nlepel HUMU, KOT[la Mbl YBULUMCS B
crenylomui pa3. XoTsd MHe O0JIbHO paccTaBaThCd TAKUM 00pa30M, 3TO €eUHCTBEHHBIN CII0CO0
3aIllUTUTh ux".

Jlakc riy00KO B3JOXHYJI, CTOSI B LIeHTPe KOMHATHI.

"Cupn, CkaprerT, nmogougute", - mpuka3sas JIakc, BeI3bBasi [po0, B KOTOPOM HAXOOUIUCH ABa €T0
BEPHBIX TTOTYNHEHHBIX.

"C Bo3BpaiieHueM, Mactep", - MOYTUTEIbHO MOKIOHUICS Cup,.

"Pa3 BBl KMBEI, 3HAUUT, Y HaC BCe IOJIYUYUJIOCH", - IPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJ CO CTOPOHEI CKapJIeT.

Jlakc YHI:I6HYJICH, rJans Ha OBYX Y6I/II7H.[, KOTOPEIE TEIIEPh CIIY2KUIIN II0M €0 Ha49aJIOM. XO0Ts OHU
IIBITAJINCE CKPBITH 3TO, OH CMOT' YJIOBUTH 0eCIIOKOMCTBO B UX T'0JIOCAX.

IToka JIakc OBLI KUB, OHU MOTJIXA XKUTh.

Ecnu Jlakc ympeT, oHu 6yayT 3amnedaTaHbl B rpo0y HaBedHO.

"Cun, MeHs He OyJeT HeCKOJIbKO MecsIeB", - cka3an Jlakc, riasas Ha [IXxaMmupa, KOTOPHIM CMOTpe
Ha HEero C Cepbe3HBIM BhIpaKeHueM nuila. "Thl MOXKeIIb 0OCTaThCSI CO CBOMMHU CeCcTpaMu B [lepeBHe
JIucTheB Ha Mecsill. IMMa ocTaHeTcst B YauTOpumxk Cutu u 6ymet paboTtath ¢ AWHOM, YTOOBI CTATh
CHUIIbHee".

"Tloka 51 He BEPHYCh, THI BOJIEH JieJIaTh BCE, YTO 3aX0Uelllb, YTOOH HE YYBCTBOBAThH CE0ST MOKUHYTHIM
CxkaprieT, KOTOpasi Tenephb cobupaeTcs CcTaTh KaHAUAaToM B cTpeOUTe TbHULIEL. "

Cupn KMBHYII TOJIOBOM B 3HAK IMOHMMaHuA. "Kak Ipukaxere, yUUTEIb".
y
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JIakc IEePEKIII0YNII CBO€ BHUMAaHKME Ha CKapHeT, KOTOpPadA CMOTpPEJIa Ha HEeT0 C HETEPIIEHUEM.

"Bo3Bpamaiica B Cymepeunsiii [Joxar", - npukasain Jlakc. "He BcTynau CoO MHOM B KOHTAKT U



COCPenoTOYhCs Ha TOM, YTOOHI CTATh PaHKepOM. MHe Bce PaBHO, CKOJIELKO BPEMEHU 3TO 3aliMeT, HO
KaK TOJIBKO TBI CTaH€IIb PaHKepOM, TBI IIPUOEIND, YTOOBI HAUTH MEHS. DTO HpI/IKaB".

"Ouens xoporIro", - orBeTun CkapneT. " BHIIOIHIO CBOIO YaCTh CAEIKU".

"Brl 00a MoxkeTe UATH. f HaleroCch, YTO KOTHA MBI BCTPETHUMCS B CIIEAYIOIIK pa3, BBl 00a CTaHeTe
cuJIbHEee, 94eM Korpa-mbo mpexmae”.

"Oa! Yuurens!"

"9T0 camo coboit pasymeeTcs."

Jlakc B3MaxHyJI PyKOU ¥ OTIIPaBUJI ABYX aCCAaCUHOB B TOYKY COXpaHEHHUSs, KOTOPYIO OH CO3[all C
noMoIIbio rpoba Brakdaiipa B ropome OykByA. OTo OBIIO COEIAHO [JIST TOTO, YTOOBI MECTOIIOIOKEHIE
uX Tab-KBapTUPHI OCTABAJIOCH B TalHE.

Iaxke ecii OH HOBEPSi/I IBYM CBOMM IIOMUYMHEHHBIM, BCE PABHO JTyulle ObIIO JepKaTh
MECTOII0JIOKEeHHe B ceKpeTe, 4YTo0w 00ecrneyuTh 0e30maCHOCTh APYTUX YIEeHOB OpAeHa.

"THI TOTOBA UATH, DUKO?"

IIHa!II

Jlakc moJI0KuJyI IpaByio PyKy Ha rpymb. OH yKe chenas Bce, YTO HyKHO ObIJIO CHenaTh B DNU3uyMe, ’
Telepb mopa OBITI0 BO3BPAIAThCS TOMOM U COCPEOTOYUTHCS Ha MPECTOSIIEM TYPHUPE.

"OtkpriTo! HeGecHrie BpaTa!"
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