"Beperute ce0s, xopoIno?" cka3ana Bepa, MooxkuB 1eBYI0 PYKy Ha miedo JIakc, a mpaBo
Iorjafuia mo rojiose JukKo. "HaBelaiiTe MeHd movatie".

"M&1 OymeM oCcTOpOKHEI, 6abyiika", - oTBeTuina Jlakc. "[loxkamyiicTa, m03aboThcs U 0 cebe".

"¢ mo6mio Maumy!" 3asiBuIa IUKO, YTO 3aCTaBUIO Bepy ynelOHYThCS. Bepa moremoBaa ronoBy
CBOEU NMPUEMHOM IIPaBHYYKHU, OTYETO Ta 3aXUXuKasa.
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[TocmoTpeB Ha mmapy oTlia U fodyepu, Bepa HEOXOTHO OTCTynuIIa Ha3aA. Kaxpoeii pas, Korga Jlakc
BO3BpaIlajcsi B INMU3UyM, OHa BOITHOBaiach 3a Hero. OfHAKO PHIZKEBOJIOCHIH IIOOPOCTOK CTapasics
Ipue3XkaTh JOMOM KakK MOXKHO 4dallle, ¥ KaXk[oe ero npedrBaHue OJINI0Ch HECKOIbKO OHEH, Tpexkae
yeM OH CHOBA ye3xkKall.

Kpowme Toro, Jlakc Kaxabii pa3 IIOKa3blBal el CBOI0 KHury [lyil, KakK y4eHUK [TI0Ka3blBaeT
poxuTensiM Tabenb yCIIeBaeMOCTH, YTOOB OHU MOTJIM BUAETh, HACKOIHKO XOPOIIIO OH YYUTCS.
[Tonyanbd xoTen 3aBepuTh 0AOYIIKY, YTO el He Hy2KHO 6eCIIOKOUTLCSA 0 ero 6e301acHOCTH B 30He
HoBUYKOB, TOTOMY UTO OH CTAHOBUTCS BCE CUJIbHEE.

[TockonbKy Bepa yxke 3Hana o cTemeHu nporpecca Jlakc, ee 6€CIIOKOMCTBO HEMHOTO YMEHBIIINIIOCE.
Ho, momo610 3a00TIMBOMY POAMTENIIO, OHA BCE ellle YyBCTBOBaja I'PyCTh, KOTOA OHU PacCTaBalUCh.
3aboTsich 0 HeM 0oJiee MIECTHAAIATH JIET, CTAapYIIKa 3Hasa, 4To JIakC MOonXKeH caM BHIOpATh MyTh,
KOTOPHIN OH BHIOpAUl.

"He Bonuyiics, 6abymka. MsI 671aromnony4Ho BepHeMcs ", - cKa3as JIakc, yBuieB 06€CIIOKOeHHOe
BEIpasKeHUE, KOTOpoe Bepa He MOrjia CKPHITh, TTISAS Ha HETO.

Bepa kuBHyna. "4 Oyay XKpmaTh Ballero Bo3ppaineHus. Ilycts boru xpaHsaT Bac o6oux".

JIakc ynbIOHYJIICS, ITOI0OKKB IIPABYI0 PYKY Ha TPYIb.

"OtkpriTo! HeGecHrle BpaTa!"
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O¥KO, KOTOpas 3aHsjIa MaKyIIKy oJIoBH Jlakca B Ka4eCTBE CBOETO rHEe3[a, C OOJIbIINM
M00O0TBITCTBOM PacCMaTprBalla OKpYKaloIyio 06CTaHOBKY.

Korga momyanb¢ mporymauBaics mo JINCTBeHHON IepeBHe, HECKOJIbKO THOMOB IIOTPUBETCTBOBAJIM €T0,
a Opyrue KOPOTKO KUBHY/IM eMy, KOT{la OH ITPOXOOuI MUMO HUX. [Tocie moGemsl Ha Mep30CThI0, OUKHU



penyTanyy, KOTOPBI€ OH ITOJIYYHUII IIOCJIE 3aBEPIIEHMA KBECTad, 3aCTaBUJIM MECTHBIX XKUATenen
JIucTBEHHOU OePeBHU OTHOCUTLCA K HEMY KdK K OPVYTY.

ManeHbKas CTM3b Ha €ro rojIoBe TaKKe IIPUBIIEK/Ia BHUMaHUe HEeKOTOPHIX JeTel THOMOB.
BonbIIMHCTBO U3 HUX YACTO C TIOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTPENH Ha JWKO, KOTHA TOT IIeJ PSigoM ¢ JITaKCoM.

HWMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YCIIBIIIAI 3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC, OKJ'II/IKHYBH.II/Iﬁ ero BOaJieKke.

"Crapmmii 6pat!"

Jlakc B3rJIAHYI Ha OasIkOH TaBepHHI, KyJa oH 00bI4HO Xoaui ¢ KoneTT, ¥ yBUges oyapoBaTeNIbHOTO
MaJIeHbKOI'0 THOMa, KOTOPHIM Maxall eMy PYKOM.

OH TakXke yBHUOEIL XerneH, JHOM, AKcens, a Takxke Cumna, MaTTH, KOTOpBIfI CMOTpPEJI Ha HETO C
Ppa3npazKeHHBIM BEIPpAXKEHHWEM JIUIa.

Jlakc 1momaxas eMy B OTBET, [TI0Ka OH IlIeJl K TaBEpPHE, I'7le HaXOOUIUCh eTo Apy3bs. CeromHs Obl
NECSATHIN AEeHD C TeX 0P, KaK OHU BUMEJIACH B IOCIEeAHNY pa3. [JHEM OHU TaKXe IJIJaHUPOBaIx
oTnpaBuThcsa B CTpourxona Hoppum.

y PEIZKEBOJIOCOT'O ITOOPOCTKaA BCE elle OBIIH CIIelIMaJIbHBIE Pa3peIleHnd, KOTOPhIe Bopeac oajl eMy,
YTOORI IIOJIY4YHUTh OOCTYII K KOHTPOJIBHBIM IIYHKTAM, 9e€Pe3 KOTOPEIE OHN 6YJIYT IIPOXOOUTH IIO IIYTH.

"TloueMy THI Tak gonaro?"

910 OBITIO ITEePBOE, YTO CIIPOCUI M3TTH, Korga JIakc MprCOeguHUIIACh K UX CTONY. "MEI KIeM yKe [Ba
yaca".

"M3BUHUTE, 5 HEMHOTO 3afiepKaiach, IOTOMY 4YTO 3aBTpakasa c 6abymkoii", - oTBeTuna Jlakc.

M>STTH IPUILENKHYI I3bIKOM, HO 00JIbIIIe HUYero He cKasaj. DHAU u AKCellb OpyXKeTo0Ho
nonpuBeTcTBoBanu Jlakc, a KonmeTT u XeneH ¢ ni060IEITCTBOM CMOTPENH Ha TONyOyIo CIu3b Ha
ronose Jlakc. YBUEeB peaKIUio OBYX AEBYIIEK, IIOIYy3J1b( PEeLIn IPefCcTaBUTh UM JUKO.

"Bce, 3TO MOM MaJleHbKUU MOHCTP, HK0", - cKa3asna JIakc ¢ y/IbI0KOoM. "O#KO0, 3TO TBOU CTapIlue
cectprl KomeTT u XeneH. 3To TBOU cTapinue OpaThsd JHOU, AKCENIh ¥ BOH TOT T'HOM, 30BU €T0 IIPOCTO
Cumn".

MoaTTH 3aKaTHUIl I'7a3a, a 3aTEM BB 3]1b U3 CBOEHU KPYZXKKH. Ero He HHTEpPeCcoBalio, KaK Ha3bIBall €Iro
Marbii Cnusb, IIOTOMY 4YTO €r0 He BOJTHOBAJIO €ro CyImeCTBOBaAHHUE.

"CecTpeHKa!" cka3aja 9UKO, CII0/I3as C TOJIOBH JIaKC 110 HallpaBIeHUIO K CTOIY.



OHa oCcTaHOBUJIACH nepen Konert u IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha Hee HEBUHHBIMHU I'JIa3dMH, KOTOPEIE PACTOIIUIIN
cepaonue MaJIEeHbKOro rHoMa.

"HexopoIiro, BO3M0OXKHO, s 60/1bIlle He CMOTY yOUBaTh CIIM3epPUHIEB", - cCKa3asia KoseTT, crierka
IIOTpernaB JUKO 110 IeKaM, 0TUEro MaJlbllllKa-CIu3eprHKa 3aXuxXuKara.

"OUKO, THI JIIOOUIIL OMUHYUKKU? MoXeIllb CheCTh HEMHOTO MOUX", - CKa3ajla XeJleH, IoAneBast BUIKOMH
ONMMHYKK Ha CBOEH TapeJkKe.

OiiKo MpUABUHYIACh K XeJIeH U OTKPHLIA POT, IT03BOJISAs XeJleH KOPMUTH €e€.

"BkycH0?" cupocusa XeJeH.

"Ia!" J#Ko pagoCTHO KMBHYIA, 4TO mo6ynuio KomeTt u XeneH IOKOPMUTH ee.

MansliiKa Ciau3sb C YOOBOJIECTBHEM CheEJIa BCE, YTO Oalln eyl IBe IeBOYKM. HOCKOJ’IBKy y 91KO OBIIO
IIpO3pavyHoOe TeJio, BCe MOI'JIM BUOETh, KaK OHA BCeE IIEPpEeBaPUBAET.

"Heyxemnu CTU3HU IlepeBapuBaloT Bce Tak OrIcTpo?" JIakc crpocuiia KomeTt, KoTopasi TONbKO 4TO
3aKOHUYMIa KOPMUTH MAJIbILIKY CIM3E€PUHKY MaJleHbKOW COCUCKOM.

[Tonyanbdka He BUuOelNa CIM3EPUHIIEB B MIPOIIIOM, IIO3TOMY OHa He 3Hajla, HOpMaJibHa JIU CKOPOCTh
IepeBapuBaHus JUKO UK HeT. KaxK vl Kycouek MUIY, KOTOPBIH el faBaliy, IiepeBapuBajCcs MeHee
YyeM 3a IATh CEKYHJ, YTO 3aCTaBIIAJIO €0 3aAyMaThCs, BCE U CIU3ePUHLBI TaKue, Kak JUKO.

KonetT u XeneH caenanu may3y, 00MyMbIBasi 3TOT BOIPOC. Bapyr oHu 06e B HEHOYMEHUH IIOCMOTPENH
Ha JUKO, KOT{Ia MOHSIIH, YTO TO, YTO OHHU BHU[IST, HE SBIISIETCSI HOPMAJIbHEIM.

"HaCKOJbKO 51 3HAl0, CIIU3HSAM TPeOyeTcsl HeCKOIbKO YacoB, YTOOH IepeBapuTh BCe, UTO OHM edsiT", -
cka3ana KomeTT, B3T/IsIHYB Ha JUKO ApyruMu ria3amu. "[laxke OOGKOPIMBOM CIU3U, KOTOPAS €CT
IIpaKTHYeCcKH Bce, TpeOyeTcs 10 KpailHel Mepe 1ojidyaca, YToOb IIepeBapuTh TO, UTO OHa ecT".

Cpasy mocrne Toro, Kak KojeTT 3aKoHYKIIa TOBOPUTH, JUKO M3Maia OTPHIKKY U TIOI0JI371a 00paTHO K
pyke Jlakc. Bckope OHa CHOBa IIOAMOJI3/Ia K T'OJI0BE OIy3nbda 1 3aKphljia I71a3a, YTOOk YCHYTh.

Iymato, MHe HyKHO 0OJIbllle Y3HATh O CIU3epHHIIaX", - mogyMana Jlakc. XopolIo, YTo y MeHS eCTb
COOpHUK Jnu3nuyMa. f MoCMOTpIO ero mo3xe".

I'nmaps Ha Maneima Cox3b, MEPHO CIISINETO Ha ronoBe Jlakca, KomeTT u XeneH CIpoCcunu
PBIKEBOJIOCOT0 MMOAPOCTKA, TOe OH B35 JuKOo. [TockonbKy JIakCc He MOT cKa3aTh UM, YTO JUKO
IIOSIBUJIACh U3 fAiIla, KOTOPOe OH ITOJIy4YuJI B KayeCcTBe Harpaahl 3a youricTBo KapOyHKyia, OH IIPOCTO
CKasaJjl UM, 4YTO ee Iofgapuia eMy ero 6abyimika Bepa.

J:[Bap(bbl He COYJiK 3TO CTPAaHHEIM, IIOCKOJIBKY B SHI/ISI/IYMG OBIJIO OYEHbBb IIPUHATO, YTOOBI poouTenn



Japujin CBOMM OETAM IIOOJAPKH, KOIr'Ja T€ COBePIIaJId 9YTO-TO ITOXBAJIEHOE.

Yac cnycTsi Bce OHU IMOKUHYJIA TaBEPHY ¥ OTIIPABUINCEH B TUJIBANIO TOPTOBIIEB, YTOOH HAHSATH KApeTy,
KOoTopas oTBe3sa Ovl uX B KpenocTs Hoppus.

[Tepen otve3moM B Come HeBpeas cka3aj eMy, YTO ITOKa ero He OyeT, OHU IPUBERYT KOHS
Komrmapa, koToporo oH npocuit B CTporrxosnge. JIakc OblT BIOJIHE TOBOJIEH 3TUM COTJIAllleHHUEM,
IIOTOMY YTO OH TaKKe coOMpa’scs Tyfa 3a OpykKHeM U focrmexaMu Ojis cBoedt Apmuu CKeneTos.

OH cyuTas, YTo faXke eclu OHU OYOYT OPyAOBaTh CTAaHAAPTHHEIM OPYKKUEM, KOTOPOE HCII0Ib30BaIH
Bcapnuku Hoppuu, cuia ero mpuUCIeHUKOB TOJHUMETCS Ha 00jiee BHICOKUI YPOBEHD, YTO ITO3BOJIUT
MM HaHOCHUTbH OOJIbIIIe YpOHA U OBITH O0JIee YCTONYUBEIME K (U3MIECKOMY U MAarn4eCKOMY YPOHY,
KOTOPHIM UCXOOUII OT UX BParos.
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