"Bpat, uyTo npoucxogut?" cupocuina Upuc. "OTKyma B3SINMUCh 9TU CKEJIETH?"

"OUKO CKOMMPOBaia MOM HaBHIK BEI3BIBAHUA", - OTBeTHI JIakc. "Upwuc, mansiil Ciusb, KOTOPOTO THI
BBITyTINMIIA U3 siIla, KOTOpoe 51 Tebe [ia, BO3MOXKHO, CaMblil CUIIBHBEIN U3 BCEX CYIIECTBYIOIINX
Cnuzen".

"Bpat, O#Ko - Hala qo4b. KoHe4YHO, OHa HoJzKHa OBITH CAMOM CHUJILHOM".

"XM. Pa3 yx THl 00 3TOM 3aroBOPHJI, KaK MOS [0Yb MOXKeT OBITh cilabakom?"
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"4 3Hato0, BepHO?"

IToka Jlakc u I/IpI/IC Haboganu co CTOPOHEHI, OUKO INiejla ONHO 3aK/IMHaHUE 3a APYyIruM B €eJUHOpPOTI'a,
KOTOprfI IIBITAJICA 3aAUpPaTh ee.

AcTpa nuuis ¢ Ipe3peHreM CMOTpeNla Ha AeTeHEIIIa CIIU31, KOTOPHIY JIOBKO YKIIOHSAJICS OT ee aTak.
OT aTak, 0T KOTOPHIX HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO YKJIIOHUTHCS, OHAa ITPOCTO KCIoIb30Bana Blink 1 MrHoBeHHO
IOSIBNISITIACH B HECKOJIBKMX MeTpaxX OT CBOEM IepBOHa4YaIbHOU MO3ULIKHU.

Ecnu 61 AcTpa He o6j1afasia HaBeIKoM Blink, eit 651710 OB TPYIHO GOPOTHCS CO CKeIeTaMM, KOTOPhIX
BbI3BaJia J1KO0. OgHaKO, TOCKOIBKY OHa MOTJla UCIIOJIb30BaTh "Mopranue", 0OHa MOJTHOCTHIO
KOHTPOJIMPOBAJa TEKYUIUN TEMIT OUTBHI.

He xemas nmpourpeiBaTh, IUKO CKOIMMpPOBaia HaBelK Jlakc, Mana Drain [EX], u momneiTanack BeIKadaTh
MaHy EnrHOpora, 4ToOb IPefoTBpaTUTh €r0 MUTaHNUe.

Korpa meTeHBbII CIM3U aKTUBUPOBa CBoe yMeHue "CnuB MaHb", EDMHOPOT MTHOBEHHO
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO YaCTh €r0 MaHHI ITepeTeKaeT K [IeTEHHIIY CIIM3U, Y KOTOPOTO OB IIUPOKO OTKPHIT
POT.

3apeyaB OT 37I0CTH, ACTpa MOPTHYJa B CTOPOHY JMKO, XKeJlasi HaKa3aTh ee 3a IOIMKITKY OpOCUTh
BBI30B. OHAKO, KaK TOJIbKO ACTpa IOSIBUJIaCh Iepef DUKO, HETEHBIII CIIU3U UCYe3, UCIO0JIb3YS CBOIO
CIIOCOOHOCTb MUTAHUS.

Kak TonmpKo J¥KO BHOBB IIOSIBUJIACh BAaju, OHa MeTHYIa Ctpeny IIyCTOTH B CTOPOHY €HHOPOTa,
IJIaHUPYS OCnenuTh ero. K HecyacTbio AJ1s Hee, TOT, C KEM OHa Cpaxasiach, OB OIIBITHEIM 3BEPEM.

AcTpa TOXKe OCJelia, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa OCJlenuia JUKo.



HO‘-IYBCTBOBBB, YTO Bpar HAXOOUTCA y HEe 3a CIIMHOU, DUKO MOPTHYIJIQ, YTOOBI HE 0Ka3aThCs
HpHI[aBHeHHOfI KOIIBITOM ACprI.

HauwHasi ¢ 3TOro MoMeHTa, 00a 3Bepsi CpakalucCh, IIOCIe0BaTeIbHO UCIIOIb3YsT MUTANKU. EquHOpOT
130 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCs MOmo6paThCs K CIU3HSKY, @ DUKO U30 BCEX CHJI IBITAJach y6exKaTh OT ACTPHL.

9ta WIrpa B IIATHAIIKW IIPOOOJI2KAIACh LEJIBIX IBE MUHYTHI, IIPEXKOE YeM NEeTEHBIII CIM3U CHOBA
IMMOSABUIICA B YI'TTY KOMHATEHI, 3aJbIXdsICh. IUKO M3pacCxogoBajia BCIO CBOIO MaHY, ITIOCTOAHHO MHUTadA, U
YZXKe He MOT'JIa OTOMTH OT €ONHOPOrI'a, Ha JIUIe KOTOPOTO Onlta ObABOJIbCKAs YHBI6Ka.

Kak pas B TOT MOMeHT, Korga AcTpa coOupasnach npubau3uThCs K Masbiiry CIu3u, TeJio KOTOPOro OT
YCTaJIOCTH TIOYTH IIPEBPATUIIOCh B MaJIEHbKYIO IYKUILY, TIepe[] Hell TIOSIBUJICS CKeJleT C TOPSAIIAMU
30JI0THIMHU TJIa3aMH B TJIa3HUIIAX.

Bckope Ha TPEHHPOBOYHOM II0JI€ Pa3fasics 3BOH, KOTga Por ACTpHI BCTpeTus muT [duabio 106 B 1100.

Be3rIMsIHHOE CYIIECTBO JII0OKCa YCTOSIIO Ha HOTraX, 6JI0KMpPOBaB ataky AcTpsl. XoTs AcTpa Gblna
cunbHee [Ina60, ero BHEIIHWH BU HEPBUPOBAJ eAUMHOPOTA, U3-3a Yero TOT He MOT UCIIOIb30BaTh
BCIO CBOIO CHJIy, ¥ B Pe3yJIbTaTe WX IMOEOUHOK 3aKOHYHUIICS BHUYBIO.

"Xopormo, AcTpa, S AyMar, 3TOro JOCTaTOYHO", - cKa3as JIakc, mpoTsaruBas 00e PyKu, YTOOB!
3a4YepIIHyTh U3MYUYEeHHYIO IeTCKYI0 CJIU3b, KOTOPas Jiexasa Ha moiny. "O#ko Bce elle pebeHok. He
3agupau ee CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO".

EnuHopor GLIpKHYI, HO O0JIbIlIe HE CTaJl MPOMOIKATh 3TOT BOIMPOC. I'TaBHAs MpUYKMHA 3aKIT0Yaach
B TOM, YTO OH CYMTAJI HUXKE CBOET0 JIOCTOMHCTBA ITPOMAOJIKATh U3NEBAThCS Hal HOBOPOXKIEHHBIM
YymoBHUIleM. AcTpa JUIIb X0Tesla IPEemnoaaTh IUKO YPOK 3a TO, YTO OHA IBITANIACh OCIIYIIAThCS CBOETO
HaYaJIbHUKA.

OHa He 0XHMpaja, YTO IUKO OKAXKETCS YIPSIMOM U He HaMepeHa OTCTYIaTh, YTO U IPUBETIO K
KOPOTKOM CTBIYKE MEXKIY HUMHU.

Vpuc cMoTpena Ha 3Ty CLieHy C yNbIOKoii Ha nuile. Kak yKpoTuTenbHUIla 3BEpe, OHa IIOHKWMasa, YTo
AcTpa IpocTo HEMHOTO 3aBUAYET JUKO, oToMy uTO Mpuc ee OanyeT. Cpenou natu ee MUGUIECKUX
3Beper UMeHHO AcTpa Oblsla HauMeHee TeplrMa K He3HaKoMIlaM, ClydaliHo mofouenmuM K Mpuc.

K cuacrtrio, mmocie HEOOHOKPATHBIX HallOMHUHAHUH O HeOGXOI[I/IMOCTI/I HE HallaldTh Ha CTYJEHTOB
dKaJeMuu, KOTOPEI€ IIBITAJINCh HpI/I6HI/ISI/ITBC${ K AprI/IC, €qUHOPOI HAKOHEII-TO CMOT O6y3JIaTI: CBOH
9MOILINH.

K coxanenuio, X0Ts OH U Bpra60TaH OOCTATOYHYIO TEPIIMMOCTE K JIIOASIM, EMY BCE €II€ HE
HPABHUJIOCh, YTO OPYIrre MOHCTPEL 06I.T.IaIOTC${ c ero MaTeprO-YKPOTPITeHBHI/IHefI.

"Tla...", - cka3ana JuKo, c1abo MOOHSB ToJIoBYy. "ByByBYyBYBY".



IeTeHbINI CTM3K HavaJl IjlakaTh, U CJIe3bl TeKJIU U3 ee I1a3. JIaKc IeroHbKO MOTIaguil ee 10 ToJIoBe
Y TIO3BOMIUJI DUKO MOTMJIaKaTh Y HETO Ha TPyAMu.

I[To mpaBme roBopsi, OH OB IOTPSICEH TEM, HACKOIBKO JUKO OblsTa 60eBO¥ HAapKOMaHKOM. Bo3M0XKHO,
B TNTyOMHE OyIIM OHA 3Haja, YTO ACTpa Ha CaMoM [iejie He IIPUYUHUT el Bpefa, T03TOMY OHa Peluiia
CpasuThcsi ¢ EQMHOPOTroM, YTOOH OTOMCTHUTE €MY.

K coxamnmenuto, Mansiika Cnu3s Ovia erne pebeHkoM. [Jaxke ¢ ee CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, TOX0XKUMHU Ha
oOMaH, OHa BCe PaBHO He MOTJIa CPaBHUTHCS C 3aKaJIeHHBIM B 00X BETEPAHOM, KOTOPHIN 3aIUTHIT
Hpuc ot onacHoCcTel dnu3nymMa.

"Bce B mopsigke, OUK0", - yroBapuBasa JlakCc MasbIIKy-CIu3b. "[laBail BEpHEMCS K 9TOMY, KOTHa THI
OKpemHeIb, xopoio? IIpoiimeT rog, u Ml OyaeM xjonaTh ACTpy IO IeKaM"”.

AcTpa cepouTo 3bIpKHYIa Ha JII0KCa, CJIOBHO roBops eMy: "Bpart, kKakoro x*a? ThI IIJI0X0 BIUSIELIb Ha
CBOIO JOYB!".

HMpwuc, KoTopasi TakXke TOMoIIa K MIavyyimeMy peGeHKy, Hafyiach, Clierka yIIUmHyB JIakca 3a yIIq.

"Bpat, He yuu OUKO fepxKaTh 00uay", - ckasana Mpuc ¢ cepbe3HbIM BhIpakeHueM nutia. "OHa ele
MaJjieHbKas, ¥ ee HyKHO YUUTh, UTO XOPOIIIO, a YTO IJI0X0. THl X04ellh, YTOOH OHa BEIpOCIIa
HETIOKOPHBIM pebeHKoM?".

JIakc TONBKO YABIOHYJICS, IIPOAOJIKas TTIafAUTh IJIAa4YYIIYI0 CIKU3b 10 TOJI0Be. XOTS eMy BCe ellfe OBIIo
TPYOHO MOHAThH KOHILENINIO oOpalneHus ¢ MOHCTPOM KakK CO CBOEH Io4Yephio, OH IOJyMaJl, YTO 9TO
MOXKeT OBITh He TaKO# YK IIJIOXO0U UeeH.

B03M02KHO, TTOYYBCTBOBAB €I'0 ITIePEMEHY B HACTPOEHUH, TeJI0 DMKO pacciabuiioch B ero pyKax u
YCHYIIO.

HWpuc ¢ ynbiOKoM I0OCMOTPesTa Ha JIUI0 CISLIENR MaJTBIIIKH.

"Bpat, BEIpaCTUTL MOHCTpPa HeJlerko", - ckasana Mpuc. "HekoToprle M0au OTHOCATCS K HUM Kak K
[OMAIITHUM XKUBOTHBIM. [[pyrue OTHOCATCS K HUM KakK K [IPY3bsiM, a O0JIbIIMHCTBO OTHOCUTCS K HUM
KaK K MHCTPyMeHTaM. f1 HaJieroCh, YTO THI He OyHellh OTHOCUTHCA K IUKO KaK K MHCTPYMEHTY, YTOORI
IIPOABHUHYTLCSA B dnMu3uyMe. Ec/iu TH TaK IMOCTYIUIID, 51 00s13aTebHO 3abepy ee y Tebs. B mobom
cJly4ae, 1 caMa CMOT'y BEIPAaCTUTh Hally fo4b!"

JIakc B3TJISTHYT Ha OEBYIIKY, KOTOpPAs CMOTPesia Ha HeTro C Cephe3HBIM BhHIPaXKeHUEeM JIHIIa.
OueBUOHO, YTO OHA UMeJIa B BUAY KaxK0e CBOe CJI0BO U 06s13aTebHO 3abepeT y Hero UKo, eciiy OH
OymeT HEMpPaBUJILHO C HEM 00palaThCs.

"f1 obermaro, yTO He OYOY OTHOCUTHCS K HEN KaK K MHCTPYMEHTY", - JIaKC BCTPETHUNI CEePbe3HBIM B3TIIAL
HWpuc cBoum. "4 Takxke He OOy OTHOCUTHLCS K HEU KaK K IOMAIITHEMY KUBOTHOMY. [T0CKONIBKY ThI



XOTeJla BEHIPACTUTD €€ KaK YaCTh Halllel CeMbH, S CHOellal0 BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOR OTHOCUTHCS K HEel
“MeHHO TakK. OfHaKo g MPU3Halo, 4YTO 3Ta KOHLENUHXS A1 MeHs HoBa. [loxkanyrcTa, faiTe MHE
BpeMS IPUBBLIKHYTh".

"O~ Tebe He cTouT Gecrnokouthcs 06 aToM, 6paT. Eciu Tebe HEYnoOHO Ha3bIBaTh DUKO CBOE
I0Yephio, 3TO TOXKEe HOPMaJbHO. Korma MHe HCIOTHUTCS MIeCTHAAIATD, S IOMPOoIy 6a0yIIKy ToMoYb
MHe TIOATOTOBUTE Hallly cBagb0y", - ¢ yiaeiOKoM cka3ana Mpuc. "Korpga 3To mpou3oieT, Mbl CMOXKEM
cmenath Hacrosiulero pebenka. Takum o6pa3oM, y Te6s1 OyOeT 4OCTaTOUHO BPeMEHHU, YTOOH
IIONTPAKTUKOBATHLCS, KaK CTAaTh OTIIOM".

'... Hy, 3T0 moBOJIbHO GBICTPO 0OOCTPUIIOCE', - ToAyMan JIakc, memnasi mar Ha3af U TISAs Ha I0HYI0
KpacaBuIly, YbH I'Ia3a CTaJu MeuTaTeNlbHBIMU. [10yanbd He oTBepras uneio uxX CBafbObL.

OpHako, BepHYyB cele maMsTh, OH BCIIOMHHUJI CBOIO TJIABHYIO 11eJ1b U MIPUYKUHY, II0 KOTOPOH eMy
TIPUIIIIOCH OTIIPABUTHCS B Iu3uyM. UTOOBI CHEIaTh CHACTIMBLIMU CBOIO CBOOHYIO CECTPY U 0a0yIIKy,
OH JIOJIXKEH CfeJlaTh BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH HAUTH CIIoco6 He JOmycTuTh rubenu mupa Core.

TonpKo Tak y HuX O6yneT Oymyluee U MeCcTo, Iie OHU CMOTYT BMECTE CO3[ATh CEMBIO.

[Toka Jlakc morpy3usics B CBOM MBICTIH, IPUAYMBIBasl, Kak eMy NOCTUYb CcBoel uenu, Vipuc yxe
COKpaTuia pacCTosiHue u 00xBaTula ero pykamu. OHa He JepzKala ero Kpenko, ¥ faxe I03BONIKIA
11071y31b(dy BEIPBATHCS U3 ee 00bATUM, €CIH OH JeNCTBUTENIHHO 3TOT0 XOTeJl.

"Bpart Jlakc, g 3Ha, 4TO Thl, BO3MOXKHO, YCTaJI CJIyIIaTh MOU CJI0Ba CHOBa ¥ CHOBA, HO 3TO MOU
HaCTOsIINe YyBCTBA", - TUXO CKa3ana Vpuc, risaaa B IpeKpacHble 3eJIeHble T7la3a CBOEro II00MMOTo
CBOMHOr0 OpaTa, KOTOphie el TaK HpaBUIUCh. "X0Ts 3T0 6abyIKa MbITajJach CBAaTaTh HAC JBOUX, S
MCKPEeHHE HafeloCh, UTO TH IIOAyMaellb O TOM, YTOOHI Ce/laTh MeHsI CBOE! KeHOu".

"¢ oberrato, 4TO cHean BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH! THI Obllla CUaCT/IMBA. f 3HAI0, YTO MOJITOE BpeMs
TBOEM I11eJIb10 OBINIO ITOTIACTh B INMU3UYM. f yBaxKai 3To 1 xKenat Tebe ycrnexa. OgHAKO 3HAM, YTO THI
HPAaBUIILCS MHE yXKe O4YeHb aBHO".

Ori0000Cov(L.00m

Wpuc yneibuynach, Ipukas nanel K rybam Jlakca, YTo6E OH HUYETo He CKa3all.

"He Hago MHe ceiidac oTBedaTs". Mpuc mocMoTpesia Ha HEr0 HeXKHBIM B3rnsagoM. "I[lomyMatt 06 9ToM
¥ Jay MHe OTBET Yepe3 rof uiM asa. Ho 3Hail, eCnu Thl OTBETHUILD "HET", Y MEHS He OCTaHEeTCs
npyroro Bei6opa, KpoMe Kak MOMPOCUTh 6abyIIKy cBsi3aTh Te€0S U YCTPOUTH CBaAb0y, XOUeIllb ThI
9TOT0 WX HET".

Yromnok ry6 Jlakca meprysics. Mpuc ymanock 3ageTh ero CTPYHBI Cepilla epBoi MOJI0OBUHON CBOETO
npu3HaHus. OJHAKO B KOHIIE BCe MOIIO HAallepeKOCIK, XU OH He MOT PELIUTh, CMESThCI eMy UJIU
IJIaKaTh Hafl ee TOHKOW yTPo30ii CBaAbObI IO PYKbeM.



"TTorsiTHO". JlakKC KMBHYJI TOJIOBOY B 3HAK IMOHUMaHusA. OH HaBHO 3HAJI, YTO HPaBUTCA AUPUC, U OH
yXxe He OblT pe6eHKOM, KOTOPHIM IPUTBOPSIETCS, YTO He IIOHUMAaeT. Pa3 Tak, TO OH TaKXKe OTKPHITO
IIPOSIBUJI CBOU YYBCTBA U 3a[all €M BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM yXKe J0JIr0e BpeMsl He JaBaJl eMy I10KOs.

"Owm, Aiipuc, y MeHs K TeOe Cephe3HbIH BOIpoc".

"Bansi, Opat".

"IomyCcTUM, HaIIPUMeD, YTO 5 BIIOOUIACh B Hpyroro. Yto OBl TH TOTMda cuenan?"

Yromnok ry6 Mpuc cCKpuBHIICS B YXMBIJIKE, KOT{]a OHa IIOCMOTpPeJIa Ha KpacKuBoe U0 JIakc.

"KeM OBl OHM HU OBIIM, CHa4aJla OHU JOJIXKHEI ITOJTyYUTh Moe omobpenue", - oTBeTusa Mpuc. "Torga u
TOJIBKO TOTAa S ITO3BOJII0 MM BOWTH B TBOM rapeM".

JIakc MOPT'HYJI ¥ IIOCMOTPEJ Ha HpI/IC, KOTOpas C YHBI6KOI71 CMOTPEJIa Ha HeTO.

"THl HE CepAMIILCS, YTO y MEHS €CThb APyTHe JaMEl, KpoMe TeOs?" cnpocu Jlakc.

"Hy, g conry, ecnu CKaxy, 4TO MHe He TPYCTHO OT 3TOro", - oTBeTtuna Mpuc. "OgHako, ecnu oHU
CIIOCOOHEI 3aCTaBUTh TeOS BIIOOUTHCS B HUX, 3HAUMT, ¥ HUX €CTh KBaTU(GUKALINS, YTOOH IIOTYYUTh
Moe ogob6penue. [ToaToMy, moporoi Moy 6paT, moobelnai MHe crenyiomiee. Ecnu T IeNdCTBUTEIBHO
HalOels KOTro-TO, KOT0 IOTI00UIIb, He CKPLIBAl ee OT MEeHs, XOpoIo?".

"Tlonsin. I mory maTh Tebe 3TO obeltanue".

"Xoporo. ITo Bce, 0 UeM s mporry, 6pat".

I/IpI/IC HEOXO0THO CaeJiajia IIar' Ha3al, T'MTAOA Ha CTOAINEro 1mnepen Heu nonysan)a, KOTOpBIfI pocc Heu C
CaMOro geTCTBa.

Iaxe celivyac oHa He 3Hasa, ObIIM JTM Te YyBCTBa, KOTOPHIE OHA MCIHITHBAA K HEMY, CEeMEHHOH
m000BbBI0 MU HACTOSIIIEN M000Bbi0. OmHAKO 0OHO OBUIO SICHO. JIaKC HpaBUJICS el OT BCEro cepplia.

OHa TakxKe 3Hala, 4YTO ¥ OHa HpaButcs Jlakcy. TonbKo ee oTell, AneKcaHp, OB IPOTHUB UX
OTHOIIeHUU. XOTs AupeKTop Akagemuu bap6aToc HUKOTIa He TOBOPHUI 00 9TOM, AMpuc Moria
CKa3aTh, UYTO OH He CYUTAJI JIaKC JOCTOMHOU CTaTh ee XKEeHUXOM U3-3a TOr0, YTO Ta ITIOCTOSHHO
TepIesia Heyoauu B IMONyYeHUU KBaTu(PUKaLUK OIS TOCTYIIJIEHUS B DJIU3UYM.

'Tlomoxknu, oTell, - mogymasa HMpuc ¢ 3a6aBHBIM BRIpaxkeHreM nuiia. 'bpat JIakc He Tako# yXK U
HEKOMIIETEHTHBIM Yel0BEK, KaK TH AyMall. MHe He TEPIUTCS YBUAETh BhIpaXKeHue TBOETO JIUIIA,
KOTTla OH BBIUTPAET TYPHUP, KOTOPBIM ThI IIOATOTOBUII AJId IIOMCKA MOETro XXeHuxa".



[Tpunuecca Akapemun bap6aToc Muio ynbiOHyIach. X0Ts OBIIIO MHOT'O T€HUEB, KOTOPHIE MOTJIH OB
IPUHSATH yYacTHE B COPEBHOBAHUH, YTOOHI IIOJIYYUTh €€ PYKY B KEHEI, OHA ITOYEMY-TO He 60siIach.

Osna He 3Hana, OTKYHa B34JIaCh 3Ta €€ YBEePEHHOCTh, HO, YBUEB CETOOHSA KHI/Il"y HYI.T.I JI10KCa, oHa
IIOHsJIAa, 9YTO €TI0 II0OTeHIIHuall 6631"paHI/I‘-IeH.

B rny6uHe mymy oHa Oblna 04eHb cyacTiauBa. Kak oHa Morya He pagoBaThca? OHa 3Haja, YTO eCld
Jlakcy maTh rOf UM [IBA, TO OH TOYHO MTPEB30MIET BCEX ITUX TaK HAa3LIBAEMBIX T€HUEB, KOTOPHIE
3aKOHYHUIN ATIOCTOILCKUH KJTAaCC U MepPeIid B paHT MHUITMATOB.

Ee B3risig cMar4yuics, Korja oHa yBUesa, Kak JUKO IOAI0II3fa K Iee Jlakca, 4ToOH IOIeI0BaTh
ero. XoTsd CO CTOPOHBI MOT'JIO ITOKAa3aThCs, YTO 9Ta UX MalleHbKas CEMbS IMPOCTO "UTpaeT B JOMUK",
Hpuc TBepmo Bepuia, YTO ONHAXKAELL €€ XKeJlaHUS U MEe4YThHl CTaHyT PeabHOCTLIO.
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