Bepa CMOTpPeEJIa Ha CBOEro BHyKd C CEPbE3HEIM BBEIPAKEHHUEM JIXIIA. Owna 3Hana, 4to JIakc XoTen
OTIIPABUTHCA B SHI/IBI/IYM, yTOOBI OKA3aTh, YTO OH He 0ecIojie3eH, HO Bepa HUKOI'Ta HE OTHOCHIIACh K
HEMY KakK K 4YEJIOBEKY, KOTOpBIfI TaKOBEIM SBJISIETCA.

g Hee Jlakc OblsT peOEHKOM, KOTOPHIM HAMlOJIHUI KpackKaMy ee OMUHOKUM MUP. XOTS OH ObLIT He
CaMBIM 3[I0POBEIM Y€JIOBEKOM, OH JieJlajl BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB IIOMOYb €1l BCEM, YeM MOT.

[To Bo3amoxkHOCTU Bepa He xoTena, 4ToOH JIaKC OTIPABISIICS B DIU3UYM, TIOTOMY YTO 00sI/Iach, UTO
JKU3Hb MajlbyrKa OyIeT Mof yrpo30i.

"Jlakc, g 3Ha0, YTO Thl JEUCTBUTENILHO XOTeJI CTaTh BOMHOM", - MAATKO CKa3asla Bepa. "Ho, maxe ecnu
TBOE Cep[lie XKeJlaeT 3TOr0, TBOE TEJI0 HeJOCTAaTOYHO CUJIbHO, YTOOL! JOBECTHU [EJI0 N0 KOHIA".

Bepa XOTeJa CKa3aTh, 4To JIakc He HYXKHO 0oJIbIlle HU O YeM AOYMAThb U IIPOCTO KUTH CYaCTJIMBOM U
YHOGHOfI ZKHW3HBIO, HO OHa CAepZKaJla 3TU CJIOBA. OHa KaK HHUKTO npyroﬁ 3HaJlla, 9eM X049eT
3aHUMAThCA B XKM3HU €€ BHYK.

"Baby1ka, s 3Ha0, YTO ThI JIIOOUIIL MEeHST ¥ XOYeIllb I MeHsI TOJIbKO CaMOTo JIy4Ilnero", - OTBeTHIIa
Jlakc. "Takxke s 3Ha1, 4TO TeOe TPYIHO MHE ITOBEPUTH, HO MO€E TEeJIO Teleph UclieseHo. f 6obIlle He
ymagy B 00MOPOK, ecid OyAy CIUIIKOM CUIBHO HAIpsATaTh CBOE TEJOo".

Bepa pemnmutenbHO oKavana ronoBou. "JIakc, XK1U3Hb OYEHD IIeHHA. {1 He 1M03BOJI0 Tebe BOUTH B
OnMU3uyM, II0Ka TUYHO He YBUXKY CBOMMH T'Jla3aMM, YTO TO, UYTO Thl MHE TOBOPHUIIb, - TpaBaa. OgHaKo
3To OymeT u mocemHui pa3. Eciu BaM He ymacTcs yOeouTh MeHsI, Bh OoJiblie He OyeTe HaCTauBaTh
Ha II0CeleHuy Jnu3uyMa. [JoroBopuanuce?"

"EcTh 1 y MeHs TBOe cj1oBo, 6abymka?"-. f0000000000.000

"Korma 3To g Tebe nrana?"

Jlakc B3poxuyn ¢ obneryenueM. OH BHIPOC, Korfa ero 6anoBaia 6abylika, ¥ Ta OTHOCKJIACh K HEMY C
6onbiio 3a60Toi. XOTS B IIPOIITIOM Y HUX OBLIO HECKOJIBKO CIIOPOB II0 TIOBOAY €T0 MEeYTHl
OTIIPABUTHCS B Inu3nuyM, Bepa HUKOTrla He OTBeprajia ero MeuTy U [I03BOJIs/Ia eMy TPEHUPOBaThCS
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO OH MOT.

"Babymika, s1 xoTen Ovl IpeficTaBUTh Tebe OMHOTO YesoBeka", - ckasas Jlakc. "OH TOT, KTO IIOMOT
BBIJIEYUTHL MO€ TeJo".

"... TOJIbKO He TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO 3TO ellle OAUH U3 TEX Bpauel-IIapiaTaHOB, KOTOPHIX BB
Ipuramiany B mpournom?”. JIuio Bepsl cTano cypoBsM. "CKOIBKO pa3 Te0st 0OMaHbIBaIU TIOOHU,
3aCTaBJIsAs MOKYIIaTh Te CTydalHbIe 3eJIbs, OT KOTOPHEIX Tebe CTaHOBUIIOCH TOJIBKO Xyxke? Heyxkenu Thl
He YCBOHUJI ypoK?"

JIakc cierka KalasHyJI, IIOTOMY 9TO He MOT OIIPOBEPTHYTH CJI0Ba 6aOyuIKy. B mpOIIIoM OH KyTHi



HECKOJIBKO COMHHUTEJIPHEIX YKPEIIIAIOIINX TOHUKOB Y TOPTOBIEB, KOTOPEIE ITPOXOOUIIN YEepe3 ux
KPEeIoCTh. XOTs BHEIIIHE 3TH TOHUKY BRITTISAOEIN X0po1io, ux OelCTBUE OBLITO YXKaCHEBEIM, 3daCTaBJIAA
Jlakca CTpafaTh OT ChIIIK UJIK JINXOPaJKKU B TeUEeHHE HEeCKOJIbKUX OHEH.

"He Bonuytics, 6abymka. Ha 3TOoT pa3 3To He mapniaTaH”. JIakC yBepeHHO MoxJjiomnan cebs 1o rpyau.
"Ha camoM ferne, OH TakxXKe MPUIIEN Clofa, YTOOLI IMYHO IIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM".

"OH X0TeJ IOroBOpUThL Co MHOU?" Bepa Haxmypunace. "['me on?"

"B moelt koMHaTe".

"... JItokc. THI TOJIBKO YTO MIPUTJIACUIIa CIyYalHOT0 HE3HAKOMIlA B HAIll JOM, TI0Ka MeHs He Ob110?"

[TocTtostHHBIN B3rNIAT Bephl 3acTaBui Jlakca MO4yBCTBOBaTh, YTO OH CTpafgaeT OoT 3amopa. OgHaKo OH
CTHCHY 3yObl, YTOOBI B3SITh CUTYyaIIHIO ITOJ KOHTPOJIE.

"Baby1Ka, M03BOJIL MHE CHavasla MpefCcTaBuTh ero Tebe", - ckasan Jlakc. "Eciu oH melCcTBUTETEHO
IIOAO3PUTEJIbHLIN 1IapjiaTaH, He CTECHSUCS, HaCTy4u eMy 110 rojiose!"

Bepa HeoX0THO KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM U CHenaja XkKecT, 4ToOnl Jlakc mpuBesia YeloBeKa, KOTOPHII
ucuenun ero Teno. OHa yKe pellnia, 4TO eC/y lapiaaTad cobupaeTcs HaBpPeOUTh ee BHYKY, TO OHa
3a[yLIUT €ro U CKOPMUT €ro TeJjI0 KPOKOAUIaM B PEKe.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT 3a JIIOKCOM C yIIBIOKOM Ie1 pefeHOK, KOTOPOMY Ha BUJ OBIII0 0KOJIO
IBeHA[IaTH JIeT.

Bepa Obina youBiIeHa, MOTOMY UTO He 0XKM[ajla, YTO YeJIOBEK, 0 KOTOPOM roBopHiIa JIakc, Ha CaMoM
Iejle MaIb4YMK MITafIIe ee.

BuezamnHo BEIPpAZKEHHE JINIa Bepr CTaJIO CEPBE3HEIM, KOT'Id OHA YCTABUJIACh HAa MaJIb9¥Ka C TEMHO-
PYCEIMH BOJIOCAMM U CEPBIMU I'JIa3aMHu.

Ona OblsTa BOMHOM, IIO3TOMY e OBII0 AJOBOJIBHO JIETKO 3aMe4aTh aKe CaMbl€ HE3HAYNUTEJILHEIE BEIIH,
KOT[Ia Je/10 KacajocCh JII0feN.

[TepBoe, 4TO ee BCTPEBOXKUIIO, 3TO TO, UTO OHA HE YYBCTBOBAJIA MPUCYTCTBUS CHHEBOIOCOTO
MasnbyuKa. Kak 6yaTo TOT, KTO ciemoBan 3a Jlakc, OB He YeJI0BEKOM, a IPOCTO MUMOJIETHHIM
BETEPKOM.

Bropoe, 4To 0OHa 3aMeTusa, ObIIN Ia3a MajdbuKKa. OTU INla3a IpUHAAJIEeXaNl He MOJIOAOMY
JeJioBeKy, a MyOpOMYy 4esloBeKy, KOTOPEIH, Ka3asloCh, IIPOKUII MHOTO JIET.

'‘BricokOpaHroBeIA?' TOgyMasia Bepa, HallpaBiisisi CBOM YyBCTBa Ha MajlbuMKa, KOTOPHIU TENEPh CULEN



nepen Hel.

"oOpklii meHb. MeHs 30BYT IPHUOIL, U S TOT, KTO IIOMOT JIaKCy IOUMHUTE €ro Tejo", - cKadajl IPHUoI ¢
ynbIOKoii. TIpexke yeM TOBOPUTH 0 YeM-Tu0O0 ellle, 51 XoTell OB CKa3aTh, YTO S He Bpay-IlapiaTaH".

"JlakcC yKe HUCIEeJIEH, U, XOTS eT'0 TeJ0 BCe ellle He JOCTUIJIO CTaHAapPTOB I BX0Ha B DJIU3UYM, OHO
OoJbIlle He OTSATOIIEHO CBOEH MpoILIol cinabocThio. Eciu oH OyaeT TpeHUPOBaATLCS HOIKHBIM
o0pa3oM, To Iepexoy B 30Hy HOBUUYKOB He CTaHeT mpobiemon”.

"Tel panThe?" cripocuna Bepa. "Kakoii y Te6s1 panr?"

OpHuOJ MOPTHYT pa3, 3aTeM [iBa, IIPexkKe YeM ero OCEeHHIIO.

"Hy, s He coBceM paHTke...", - oTBeTu Ipuoin. "Ho, ecnu Tebe cTaHeT jerye, MOXKellb CUYUTATh MEHS
TaKOBBIM".

Bepa cy3una rna3a. OHa He Bepua, YTO TAaKOW YEJIOBEK, KaK JDPHUOJI, CTyYalHO PEIIUT KOMY-TO
TIOMOYb. B 3TOM Mupe He ObiBaeT GeCrIaTHEX 06€0B, ¥ OHa OBITIa YBEPEHA, YTO Y CHHEBOJIOCOTO
MaJlbYMKa eCTh KaKHe-TO CKPHIThIe HAMEPEHHUS.

'Y Jlakca momKHO OBITH UTO-TO, YETO OH X04YeT', - mogyMana Bepa. MHe myuiile ©30aBUTHCS OT HETO,
TI0Ka OH He C[eJiall YTo-HUOYOh C MOMM BHYKOM".

"Takue CTpaIIHbe MBICIH", - C YIILIOKOM TPOKOMMEHTHPOBaN Opuoj. "4 KIgHyCh CBOUM HMEHEM, UYTO
y MeHs HeT HUKaKUX 3/IbIX HaMepeHui B oTHOIeHuu JItokca. Ecnu OBl 1 IITaHUPOBAJI YTO-TO
HACTOJIBKO 3JI0BelNee, TO He CTal Obl U3 KOXKU BOH JI€3Th, YTOOEI BCTPETUTHLCS C TOOOH, BEpHO?"

3pauku Beprl cy3unuch, KOrga oHa MOHsIa, YTO CO0eCeIHUK MOXKEeT YUTaTh ee MBIC/IU. ITO ObLT He
TIEPBBIM pa3, KOTfla OHa BCTpeYasia YejlioBeKa C Takou criocoOHOCThI0. B Conauce u dnmu3uyme e
II0BEJIOCh CpaxkaThCs C MOJOOHBIMU TIIOAbME. Bcex ux 00beIUHSI0 ONHO - BCe OHU OB
HEMIPUATHHIMU IPOTUBHUKAMHU.

"TloxanyucTa, HeyKeu Mbl HE MOKEM HOPMaJIbHO IIOTOBOPHTh, HE JyMasi O TOM, Kak MeHs yOuTh?"
OpHOI CKa3asl C TOPbKOH yIbIOKOM. "5 mpwuiesn cioga, 4ToOw CKa3aTh Tebe, 9To s BO3bMY Jlakca C
co6o¥ B dnu3uyM 1 Oyoy TPEHUPOBATh ero B TedeHue roga. [Iocie 3TOro oH cHacT 9K3aMeH 3[1eCh, B
KPernocTu Bunbarapa, ¥ CMOXKET IPUCOEOUHUTHCS K Ballled (pakIuu B NIU3UYMe".

"B3sTh ero B 9nu3uyMm?" Bepa nopgHsaa 6poBb. "ThHl yKe paHTbe. TH He MOXKEIIb BOUTH B 30HY
HOBAYKOB".

OpuoJ KOPOTKO KUBHYJI I'OJIOBOM B 3HAK corjacus. "B 3nu3uyMe CyleCTBYIOT 3aKOHEI, pa3fessioliue
3eMJI¥, KOTOPHIE JTIIOAX MOTYT MCCIE0OBATh B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT UX paHroB. OfHAKO ST MOTY 060UTH 3TH
3aKOHBI U 0eCIIPeNsITCTBEHHO IPOUTH Ky/Ia YTOIHO.

"Ho MHI 00a 3Ha€eM, 4YTO BBEI HE IIO3BOJIUTE HaKCY OTIIPABUTLECA B SHI/ISI/IYM, IIOKa OH HE€ OOKaXeT, 4TO



CIIocoOeH BEIKUTL CAaMOCTOSITEJIHO, BEPHO?"

“Ila", - orBeTHIA Bepa.

"Hy Torga, pa3 Mel 00a COTJIaCHbI, KaK Hac4eT TOro, YTOOBI BCEM BMECTEe OTIIPaBUTHLCA B HEOOJIBIIOE
IyTelleCTBUE 3a IPefesibl 3TOM TBEPABIHU?" IPeanoXkuil Opuoil. "Tak Tel CMOXKEIIb YBULETh CBOUMU
rJla3aMy, eCThb JIU Y TBOETO JIIOOMMOT0 BHYKa KBaMubUKaIus, YTOOE OTIIPABUTHCS B DIU3UYM, UK
HeT".

Bepa He O0TBETHUJIa CPa3y. BMmecTo sTOTO OHA IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha BHYKaQ, KOTOpBIIZ CMOTPEJII Ha Hee
YMOJIAIOIIUM B3TJISATOM.
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[Tocne KOPOTKOM BHyTpeHHEN 60pb0B Bepa B3m0OXHYIa ¥ HEOXOTHO KUBHYJIA T'OJIOBOM.

"Ouens xopo1o", - cka3ana Bepa. "MEel 0TIpaBUMCS C [IEPBEIMU JIydaMU COJHIA. f X04y YBULETE,
[EeHCTBUTEILHO I MOM BHYK M3JI€4YHIICS OT CBOey Ooe3Hu. Ecnu T CMOXKeIb foKa3aTh MHE, YTO Y
HEro eCTh CPENCTBa, YTOOH BHIKUTH B DNU3UYMe, TOTTa S pa3pelry eMy OTIpaBUThca Tyma. OnHako,
€CJIM Bbl MHe JIXKeTe... MHe BCce paBHO, KTO BBl U OTKYZa. {1 cOenalo Tak, 4TO Bbl HUKOITa Oosblile He
YBUJUTE MOETro BHYKa. {1 ACHO Brlpa3uicg?"

Opuo yILIOHYIICS U KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM. YTpo3bl Beprl He UMesIH [7iT Hero HUKAKOT0 CMBICTIA, HO OH
IIOHMMaJI, KaK CUJIbHO OHa 3aboTuTcs o JIakc.

XoTs o6uuii miaH GBI COPBAH C CaMOro Hayasla, OH BCE PaBHO OBIN paji, YTO BHIOPAHHBEIN UMU
KaHAugat ObUT TI06KMM ero MpUeMHOM CEMBEN.
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