Ha cnepytomuii JeHb oe3gKa mpoiiia OECTPo, Kyphep ObUT MPUSTHHIM 4€JI0BEKOM U 4acTO 60ITal C
30eMU Ha pa3Hble TEMHL.

Korpma onu mpubbITH B KOPOJIEBCKUH IBOPEI], OBIIO YKe MO3[HEE YTPO, MTOUTH MONIIEHb.

HMx BCTpeTHIa YOIMOPHAs CIyXKaHKA ¥, TOJIYYUB ITUCHMO OT Kyphepa, OHa IIPOBOAMIA 306MHU B IIOKOU
TIEPBOTO MPHUHIIA.

Xopeo KMmal ero ¢ IMAPOKOH YIHIOKOM, HO MOTHST GPOBH, YBUAEB U0 30€MH.

Ha paccBeTe, 33070 10 TOTO, KaK CECTh B KApeTy II0 IyTH B KOPOJIEBCKU 3aMOK, 30eMHU MTOTIPOCHIT
OTIla 3a0MHTOBATh €T0 JINII0, YTOORI MPUHI] He ObLIT IOABePXKEeH HeIPUTISIIHOMY 3PEJIHIY ero
y2KaCHBIX 02KOTOB.

30eMu UCITyTaJICs, YTO YBUMIEB €T0 BHEIITHOCTh, XOpeo MOYyBCTBYET K HEMY OTBpAIIleHNe, U OH
GorbIlle He 3aX0YeT HaBelaTh MUPUET U3-3a TOTO, YTO TaM Oy[IeT MaJIbuKK C YePHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH M
IIpaMaMH.

— Mo npuHL!
— ...OMSITh, CEPBE3HO...?

30eMH BCTaJI Ha KOJIEHU rnepen CBETIOBOJIOCEIM MaJIbYUKOM, a HGpBbeI IIPUHII], YBUOEB 3TO, 3aKATHUJL
T'JIa3a U U30aJI CTOH.

— U THI Bce elnle Tpemiems 00 9TOM, KOTa Thl OTKaXeIIbCs 0T 3TOT0, 30eMu? Knsuycs, Tebe He
HY2KHO BeCTHU ce0s Tak, OyTO Mbl HE3HAKOMIIEI!

Xopeo paccMesiics ¥ ToOMOT 30eMH BCTaTh.
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— Mot npuHI?

HM3-3a TOT0, YTO OH MPOTSHYJ PYKY K MaJbUKMKy C YePHLIMU BOJIOCAMHU, XOPeo HAaTKHYJICS Ha
nepeBsi3aHHOE JIUI0 30eMHU U HaXMypuil OpoBu B OE€CIIOKONCTRE.

— YTo cny4yusnock ¢ TBOUM NU1IoM? [T0X0Ke, YTO 3TO YTO-TO O01e3HeHHOE. ThI MTOIYYUIT TPABMY BO
BpeMs TPEHUPOBKHU...?

— ...a...?7 Mol npuHI, BH HE 3HAETE... HEBAXKHO!

Temeps 30emu momHsI OPOBb — MOX0Ke, X0peo He OB MPOXH(POPMHUPOBAH O TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO B
3aMKe OCIIMHC BO BpeMs BH3WTa BUKTypHoca — U €CJId 9TO TakK, TO 3TO HOJIZKHO OBINI0 OBITH
peleHreM KOpOJisi, TI03TOMY MaJIbuUK C YePHBIMHU BOJIOCAMU PEIINI, YTO Jy4llne 00 3TOM He
TOBOPUTE, U Pe3K0 060pBa CBOM OTBET.

— Jla HMYETOo, YeCTHO — BCE TaK, KaK BHI IIO03PeBaeTe, MOM IIPUHI], — s CIIOTKHYJICS U YAl
HEyOaYHO BO BpeMs TPeHUPOBKU. Ho camoe TaBHOe, MO¥ IIPHHII, 9YTO 3TO 3a Belllb, KOTOPYIO BEL
XOTEeJH CO MHOM 00CYOUTh?

On penini, 9TO Jay4dilie BCero OTMaXHYThCA OT 3TOI'0O U IIJTaBHO CMEHUTH TEMY, YTOORI IIPUHIT OTBJIEKCSA
1 He IIPpOoAaoJIZKaJl PAaCCIIPOCHI.



— ... Ax! Touno, 3Ta wWTyKa...
Xopeo OKpacHeN U OTBeJT B3TJISAM.
— ...BU[IUIIb JIH...

OH moyYecal IojIoOBy U 3aep3ajl, IbITasiCh HaUTH MOAXOOAIINM C10cob HayaTh pa3roBOp Ha
MHTEPECYIOLIYI0 TEMY.

— Ileno B TOM, 4YTO MHE IIOYTH CEMb JIET, a 51 ellle He MPOCHYJICA... Bce ocTanbHEIe 3HATHLIE IETH B
MOEM BO3pacTe yKe BlafeloT Maruey, naxe Moi mnaamuii 6pat! Ho 1o KaKoi-TO IpUYKHE 5 IPOCTO
He Mory! M OCKONIBbKY THl HaXOOUIIbCS B TaKOM K€ CUTYyalluH, S XOTeNl CIIPOCUTh, YTO THL 00 3TOM
OyMaellb.

— A? Tonpko 3T0?

Manp4uK C YEPHBEIMHU BOJIOCAMU HECKOJIBKO Pa3 3aMOpPrajl 1 aXHyJl, KOrda OTBET IIPOHUK B HET'O0 — 3TO
BCEro NUIllh TaKasd He3HaUuTelIbHas OeTaib!

9T0 OBIIIO YIIOMSIHYTO B UTpe, U 'y 30eMu OBIJIM BOCIIOMUHAHUS 00 9TOM BOIIPOCe — IPHUHI] ObLI TO3THO
Pa3BUBAIOLIMMCS, TI0 KpallHe! Mepe B IIJlaHe Maruy, ¥ BOJTHOBAJICS, XOTS AJISI 9TOT0 He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX
IPUYUH.

— Moii mpuHII, BBl MOXKETe PacciaOuThCs, YBEPSIO Bac.

30eMu yIEIOHYIICS U TIOKavall rojI0BOM.

— Bam He 0 yeM OeCIIOKOUTHCS.

OH 3as1BUJI, TOPKECTBEHHO KMBHYB OCJIETIIEHHOMY II€PBOMY IIPUHIILY.

— B Bammx xkwuiax TedyeT KOPojaeBCKas KPoBb! ITpoCTO MOJoXKIUTE HEMHOTO JOJIbINE, S 00eIIaio BaMm,
4yTO BCce OymeT X0opoIro!

— ...0TKy[Ia THI MOXKeIITb OBITh TAK YBEPEH...

[TpuHI BEITISAIEN HeYOeXKIeHHEIM U CleJIal CJII0KHOE BhIPazKeHue.

— Hy nmapgHo, HO Kak HacueT Tebs? Tebs He OeCITOKOUT COOCTBEHHOE MOI0KEeHHe?

Xopeo CMeHuU MOIXO[ U CIIPOCHUJI, BEITJISIISI CTOJMIh XK€ BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM, KaK M KOTa TOBOPHII 0 cebe.
— Moto MaHy U3MEPHIIH, ¥ 0KA3aJioCh, YTO Y MEHS €€ MEHbIIIE, YEM Y TPOCTOMIOONHA.

[HaBepHOE, IOTOMY YTO 5 IIPOCTOJIIONUH U BO3POXKIEHHEIN YEJI0BEK U3 MUPA, TOe HET Maruu. |

OH xoTen ObI7I0 J06aBUThL, HO BOBPEMST OCTAHOBHUJICS U JIUIIb ITOAyMas 06 9TOM.

— Ax! U3BuHUTE, 5 He 3Ha!

[TepBhI# TPUHI] aXHYJI, Pa3BOJIHOBABIIKCH U3-3a 00s3HU 00uOeTh 30eMu. MalnburKy C YePHBIMU
BOJIOCAM¥M ObIJI0 HETIPUBHIYHO BUIETh, YTO KTO-TO €I[e CXOOUT C YMa M3-3a OIUOKN — B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, 3TO OOLIYHO OLLJIO €r0 3aHATHUEM...



"KHsAKWY, He JIy4Yllle 1 TakK OymeT? B3rnsHu xKe Ha MOU BOJIOCH U I'/1a3a..."

ToT B3BEPOLINIT PYKOI HECKOJIBKO BOJIOCKOB, IEMOHCTPUPYS UX IIOUTH YEPHBIH, MyTaloi, KaKk
ycToTa 0e3[Hb, OTTEHOK.

"Kakym CTUXUIO, KpOME ThbMBI, OHU MOTYT JaTh?"
YEpHOBOIOCHIH [T0KAaJl IIJleYaMy U, JOBOJIBHO yJNIbI0asach, CHOBA IIOCMOTPEN Ha 3/71aTOBOJIOCOTO.

"Ia, mycThb 3T0 OyaeT maxe ThMa, Marus U eCTh Marus — eclii oHa y Te0s1 OyIeT, Thl CMOXKEIIIh
BMecTe ¢ MuUpHeT u CoO MHOM IOUTH B AKagemuio..."
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Kusxuu Hacynuics, u 3éMu IOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro CepAle Clerka MoTemnmneno.

"Mou KHSXWY, He nledasnbcal”

3éMM paccMessics U cXBaTUIl 00e pyku Xopeo.

"MHe X peleHo ObITH OpyzKeHocIeM jJequ Mupuet! A 3HauuT, g Oymy BMecTe ¢ Hell yauThscs!”
BoCKIVKHYII OH, BECH JIy4ach OT TOPAOCTU U CUYACTHS, Pa3feliisa CBOI pPafoCTh C IIePBEIM KHAKUYEM.
"A, Hy pa..."

JIutio Xopeo IpOCBeTIIeNo, HO IIOYTH B TY XK€ CEKYHY IIOMEPKJIO BHOBG.

"Ho aro He TO..."

Kuaxu4 cHOBa HaOyJICA U OIIYCTHII B3TJIAM.
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A OTOM B3TPOTHYNT — 3€MU B HEJOYMEHUU CKIIOHHUJTI TOJIOBY.
"Ckaxwu-Ka, 3éMu..."

Ero rosyoc BHe3amnmHo 1oxosonel.

"YT0 9TO 3a NATHA Ha TBOUX pyKax...?"

"IIaTHa...? A..1."

3€MU MOHSJI, YTO TEIlePh OTYETINBO BUTHEL CJIEIbI 03KOT0B, U MOMBITAJICS BEICBOOOIUTH CBOU PYKH, HO
Xopeo He OTIYCTHUJI UX.

"He cBsI3aHBI JTX OHU C 9TUMU OMHTAMM U C TEM, UTO ThHI TETEPb 0OCTPUT BONOCH? He xoTes OB g
71e3Th HEe B CBOE MeJ10, HO Pa3Be THl He TOBOPHUJII PaHbllle, YTO TeOe HPABSATCS TBOU OIMHHEIE BOJIOCH,
IIOTOMY YTO OTell TOMoraeT Tebe WX MBITh U PaCUECHIBATE?"

[TepBbIl KHSIKUY 0KA3aJICsS HETJIYIILIM, XOTS 3EMHU X0TEJIOCh TYT Ke MPUAYMaTh KakKoe-To (HabIInBoe
00BsICHEeHUe, OH 0e3 3allMHKU CKJIaObIBaJI IBa U MBa.



Haxkoser B3risaz Xopeo ynan Ha IOBSI3KY, 3aKPHBAIOIIYIO IIPaByi0 CTOPOHY JHulla 3€MU, U OJIOHIUH
CKaJl pyKH 4yTh CUJIbHEE.

"9TO0 CIy4usoCh He BO BpeMs TPEHUPOBOK, HE Tak Jiu?"

Teneps nmputina ouepenb 3€MU OyCTUTH B3TJAA. OH CTUCHYJ I'yOBI B TOHKYIO ITOJIOCKY, U Te JaXe He
IIEJIOXHYJIUCE.

"3éMu, MBI Befib OPY3bs, He Tak NTi? Thl MOXKeIb MHE CKa3aTh?"
"4... 9TO... 3TO... HHUUETO..."

3éMu MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IIUIJIET B I'Ia3aX, ¥ OH, BCE CUIbHEE XJIOMasl peCHUIlAMM, IIOCMOTPENT Ha
IIePBOTO KHSXKHWYA.

"¢l xe BUXKY, IIOHSITHO, YTO TaM 4YTO-TO €CTh. UTO ¢ TO6OM CTPSACIOCS...?"
Cropocwun 6710HIUH, HCKPEHHE BCTPEBOKEHHBIH.

"Ia, BUOUOIb JIH..."
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