B ﬁeCKpafIHeﬁ TEMHOTE IIJIaBaJla OOXMHOKAA JIAMIIOYKd, U3JTy4YdBIlIad MATKOe€ CBE€4YEeHNEe, KOTOPOoe
IIPOHU3IEIBAJIO ITYCTOTY. Eé mosiBneHue BHI3LIBAJIO YOUBJIEHWE U HEOOYMEHUE.

"Tlomoxpgure... 97"

Jlamrouka, Ka3anoch, 06j1agania HEKOTOPEIMU YYBCTBAaMU, €€ CBETSIIAsICS CYLUTHOCTh OCMaTPUBala
He3HaKoMoe OKpyxkeHue. OHa He MOrJjla He 3afjaThCsI BOIIPOCOM O CBOEM MeCTe HaxOXAeHus: — ... B
KocMmoce?

[To Mepe TOTO Kak JIaMIIOYKa ITOCTETIEHHO MPUXOAua B ce0si, C Hell MPOUCXOOuIIa yIUBUTEIbHAS
TpaHchopmanus. MenneHHo 6ecopMeHHEIM CBET Hadasl IpuobpeTaTsh GOPMYy YeI0BEYECKOTO Tela,
TIpeBpaIasiCh B 0Cs3a€M0e CYIIeCTBOBAHUE.

[[Tupok¥MH TTTa3aMy BHOBb C(OPMHUPOBABIIASCS GUTYpa CMOTpEsIa Ha OKPYXKaBIIyi0 eé
CIOpPEeATUCTHYECKy0 00CTaHOBKY. MacinTab CUTyal[iy BHI3BAJl HEMEMJIEHHYI0 ¥ KPACOUHYIO
PEaKImIo.

"Yro 3TO 3a 4EPT?"

HeBepue pa3nuiock o ero BeHaM, 3aCTaBlisiss YCOMHUTLCS B PEaIbHOCTH, Pa3BOpAUYMBAOLIENCS
mepen HUM.

[InBIBSI Cpegu HEM3BECTHOCTH, TaHUKA CTPEMUTENIBHO yBenuyuBanack: — O, HeT! { He MOTy ABIIIATH!
[TIOMOI'UTE! HA TIOMOIIIb! — HecMoTps Ha TIIETHOCTh CBOMX KPUKOB, OH UHCTUHKTUBHO 3Bajl Ha
IIOMOIIb, CTPAX HafIBUTaloIlerocs yAyLIbs IIOTJIOLAl ero.

OcCo3HaB TIIETHOCTh CBOMX OTYASTHHEIX MOJNB0, €T0 3aXJIeCTHYyIa BOlHA oT4asHus: — O, 6oxe... 5
o0peuéH, He TaK Ju?

CMUPHBIIUCEH CO CBOEH YYACThIO, OH 3aKPHII I'1a3a, TOTOBSICh K HEM30eKHOM rubeNu B XOIOMHOM
Oe3nHe.

OnHako, BONIPEKU €Tr0 MpauyHbIM 0XKUOAHUAM, IPOU30IIEN HEOXKUAAHHBINA TOBOPOT COOBITUM. CIIyCTS
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY OT4YassHUE CMEHUIIaCh PACTEPSTHHOCTHIO, ¥ OH CHOBA OTKPHLI I'Ia3a.

Oco3HaHUE TOTO, YTO CMEPTh YCKOJIb3HYJIa OT HETO, BEI3BAJIO B €I0 I'OJIOBE ITKBAJI BOIIPOCOB.

"IlogpoxpguTe, 4 He... ymep?"

ITo Mepe TOro Kak OH IIpujiarajl yCuJnd, YTOORI OBUT'daTh CBOMM TE€JIOM, OH IIOHAJI, 4YTO BCE emé MOXKeT
CBO6OJIHO InepemMenaTeCa B 3TOM HEOOBIYHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE. OpHaxko, HEeCMOTPMA Ha BCe €T0 IIOIIBITKH,
OH OCTaBaJICid B HEBECOMOCTH, He TIOOYMNHAACE 3aKOHaM I'PABUTAIIUH.



K CBOEMY YIOHUBJIEHHNIO, OH O6Hapy}KI/IH, 4TO MOXKET XKUTh He Ablmia. [1ombITKa BOOXHYTH HE Oalla
HHUKAKUX PEIYIIBTATOB, HO JI000IIBITHOE OIyIieHre BhIZKNBAHUSA OXBATHUIIO €T0.

"Heyxemnu g cri0?" — pa3MBILIIAI OH, HAX0Os YTeIleHUe B TOM, YTO STOT CIOPPeaIuCTUdYeCKUM
OTILIT MOXKeT OBITh He 0oJiee YeM IMPOAYKTOM €ro IOICO3HaHUS.

[TocmewnBasich Hag COOCTBEHHBIM 3aMeIaTeIbCTBOM, OH Pa3MbIsii: — Kakoit abeypn! 4 maxe He
MOT'y B3JOXHYTh B 3TOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE. Xa-Xa-xa!

— JeNCTBUTENLHO, Xa-Xa.

Ha ¢one ero xoxoTaHus 4apyoLui rOI0C IpepBaj X0 ero Meicied. CioBa 3X0OM 0TO3BAJIUCh B €T0
T0JIOBE, 3aXBAaTUB €r0 BHUMaHNe 1 Ha MTHOBEHME OCTaBUB €r0 B HEIOYMEHUH.

OcMOTpEB OKPECTHOCTH, OH CTajl UCKaTh UCTOYHUK 3TOT0 HE3EMHOT0 I'0JI0ca, HO 00HApYKUI nepex
€000t TTOXKUIYI0 GUTYPY.

OpeTrili B cTpysiuiicsa Oeblii XanaT U C ATMHHON CHEeXKHOM 60pOofoii, CTapuK U3Iydarl
TAaMHCTBEHHOCTh. CTPaHHO, HO JIUII0 3TOTO YeJI0BEKAa 0CTaBaIOCh CKPHITHIM, CIIPSITAHHEIM 3a
CUSIOIIUM CBETOM.

[TomaBMB [IPOKb CTPaxa B CBOEM CEPIle, OH HaOpascs CMEeIOCTH u cupocumn: — Kto Te? U uTo
IpuBesio Te0s B MOY COH?

— C coxasneHueM OOoJKeH coo0muTh Tebe, IUTS MOE, YTO 3TO He IMPOCTO COH, — B T'OJIOCE CTapHuKa
3By4aJsio COCTpafaHue.

XOTs NMULI0 MYyKYUHBEL 0CTABaJIOCh CKPHITHIM, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEXKHYIO YIHIOKY 3@ CBETSIIENCS
Byasiblo: — THl yMep.

O1reTOMIEHHEBIN, OH IIBITAJICSI OCMBICTIUTD CJI0BA CTapuKa: — [IpocTuTe, 4TO? BB TOIBKO UTO
CKazanu, 4To s ymep? ... 4 ymep?!

HeBepue okpacumio ero Jauio, Korga oH yKasas JApoxKallliM IaiblieM Ha cebs.

besmsaTexHas YJ'ILI6Ka CTapHUKa COXpPaHsAJIaCh, KOTOd OH IIOOTBEPOUIL: — Ia, outs MO€. Thl IIOKHUHYIJI
IIapCTBO 2KUBLIX.

TsKeCThb OTKPOBEHHU TMMOBHCJIA B BO3OYXE, JIMIIUB €TI0 JapPa Pedn. B xomHaTe BOIIapuJIaChb TUIIIKHA,
HapyIlllaeMas JINIIb ci1absIM IIIyMOM €ro METaBIINXCs MEICIIE.



Habmniomas 3a ero peakiiyey, CTapukK, Ka3anoch, OBUI CTPaHHO NOBOJIEH TUIIMHOM, HAaClaXkgasich eé
riny6uHo#. OMHAKO CIIOKOUCTBYE OBIZIO BHE3AITHO HAPYIIEHO €T0 BCIIHIIIKOM.

— HE MOXKET BbITb! 3TOT'O ITPOCTO HE MOXET BbITb! 3TO OOJI2KHO BbITb COH, BEPHO?
[TPOCTO COH!

OH HeucToBO O0pMOTA PO cedst, KakK 3ae3kKeHHas MJIaCTUHKA, 3aCTPsIBIIasiHa 66CKOHEUHOM LIUKIIEe
TIOBTOPeHuH. B riny6uHe OyImm Kakas-TO ero 4acTh IIPU3HaBaja IIpaBay B CII0BAX CTapuKa, HO
MacITab CUTyaIuu GBI 71T HETO OYEHb OIIETOMIISIOIINM.

TeMm BpeMeHEM CTapHK Ha MIHOBEHHUE TIOTePsJT fap peun, Habmogas 3a paCCTPOEHHBIM COCTOSTHHEM
napHs. Ero ryOb momepruBaiuch B pa304apoBaHUK U BeCellbe, MOT4a 6OPSICh CO BCITHIITKOM THEBa.

— HE-E-E-ET!!! — I1poH3uJ BO3AYX CUIbHLIM KPHUK, BEI3BAaB HEOXKUIAHHYIO PEaKIUI0 TapH4.

— A?

YJII/IBJIéHHI:II;I BHE3AIIHEIM KPHUKOM CTAaPHKa, €T0 I1€49aJlb Ha MTHOBEHNE CMEHHUJIACh PACTEPAHHOCTEIO.

— HE-E-ET — Crapuk npopoJjixkaa peBeTh, ero pa3oyapoBaHUe BEIJIUBAJIOCH HAPYXKYy: — Thl JOJIXKEH
OBLT OBITH CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ COOpPAHHBIM, U TOTHA... TOTHa s MOT Obl MCIIOJITHUTH TBOU KeJIaHUS U
671aromoIyYHo peMHKApHUPOBATh TeOS B IPYTYI0 BCEIEHHYIO, TPEBOCXOMSIIYIO BCE TBOM CaMbIe
cMenwle ¢haHTa3uu!

[TapeHb YCTABHUIICS HA CTapWKa, ero 0€3:XKW3HEHHEIE TJIa3a HAMIOIHUITUCE SIPOCTHI0 OT HEOXKHUIAaHHOTO
0OBUHEHUS B €T0 afipec.

— 910 "d" ymep, a He TH! Kak s monxeH ObITh CIIOKOMHEIM U coOpaHHEIM?! d MEpPTB, 651**b, TPOCTO
cmox Ha**i! U y Tebs1 XBaTaeT HATJIOCTHA TOBOPUTH MHE ObITh CIIOKOMHBEIM U COOpaHHBIM? YTO 3TO 3a
Jlorukal?

[Tocne TOro, KAk OHU BEITIJIECHYJIX CBOM 3MOIIMM, Ha HUX CHUIOIIJIO YYBCTBO CIIOKOMCTBHSI.

— ...HaBepHoe, B 9TOM eCTh CMBICH, — B3[IOXHYI CTAPHK, €T0 Pa309apoBaHue PacCesyioch: — JTH
BBIIyMaHHbIE TIOHSTHS MOTYT BEIBECTH U3 CeOsl.

[Tokayas roioBoM, TapeHb, TEIeph 10 COBMECTUTEILCTBY TJIaBHBIM I'ePOM, IOMBITAICS IPOSICHUTD
cutyanuio: — Utak, KTo Bui? Bl KaKo#-TO OOT UIK YTO-TO B 9TOM pofie?

— A, Hert. Her, s He 6or. 91 Boxe, - Beceylo OTBETHII CTAPHK, €T0 MaHepa MOBeeHUs Tenepb
KOHTPACTUPOBAa C MPeXHUMHU MIPOSBIEHUSIMU BeJINYUS U Pa304apOBaHHUS.



— ...boxe?

— Ia, 1 boxe. 3Haels, Kak y1onu roopsaT "boxe mou!"? — BocknukHy boxe, pe3ko
JKEeCTUKYJIUPYS, II0Ka ITapeHb CMOTPEJI Ha HeTO B HeOyMeHuU: — [IpUATHO TO3HAaKOMUTECH. ..

— O, 6oxe... — [Ipo6opMoTasn mapeHs, 0CO3HAB UPOHUIO CUTYAI[HH.

— Ila, “MeHHO!

bBoxe YCMEXHYIJICHA, €eT0 y'J'IBI6Ka CHusJia OT BOCTOPTIa.

— Hrak, roe uMeHHO Ml HaxomuMmcs? B amy? — Crpocus napeHs, IEITasiCh pa3o0paThcs B
IIOJTy4XBIIeNCsS 00CTaHOBKE.

— MMM, HeT, He coBceM. IT0 "UepT", — oTBeTHn boxke, BEI3BaB CKENITHUYECKUY B3TJISA IIapHS.

[Tapenb mocMoTpen Ha Boxke ¢ 6eccTpaCTHEIM BHIpAXKEHUEM JIUIA, OTYEro YIkI0Ka CTapuKa CTasa
eIlIé Impe.

— 3Haelb, KakK B afy, HO He TakK IJI0X0, — 00bsiCHUIT Boxke, ero BeIpaxkeHue JIUIla 0CTaBaIoCh
BECEJILIM.

[Tapst B HEOOBIYHOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE, MTapeHb IIOMAaCCUPOBA BUCKH, CMUPSISICh C TEM, YTO OKA3aJICsS B
a0CypHHOM CUTyaluu C HECKOJIBKO 9KCLIEHTPUYHBIM CYILIECTBOM.

MHOTOKpPaTHO B3[IkIXas, OH He MOT He 3aJjaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, KaK OH 3[IeCh OKa3aJICs.

— Kak s Boo61me ymep? ¢ HUYEro He MOMHIO... — 00paTUiICsS OH K Boxke, uia oTBeTa.

Bozxke MMUPOKO yNIBIOHYICS U OTBETUI: — f TOXKe He 3HAIO, Xa-Xa-xa...

HapeHb IIPUCTANIBHO BIIIAOBIBAJICA B CBETAIIIMECSA OTOHBKHY, ITIOKPEIBAIOIIHE 3TO HECKOJIEKO
9KCIEHTPUYHOE CYIIECTBO, CJIOBHO IIBITAACH 3aIrTAHYTh 3a HUX U IIPUOTKPHITE 3aBECY.

— B moboMm criyyae, MHe HyKHO UATH. [103TOMYy g coOMpaCh OTIPaBUThL Te0S B APYTYIO BCEJIEHHYIO,
— HEMPUHYXKIEHHO CKa3alnl boxke, B3aMaxHYB IIpaBoy pykKoi: — f mapyio Tebe MOIIHOE TENIO U
BOCCTAHOBJIIO TBOUM BOCIIOMUHaHU. Hacmaxpmarics!



Korma boxe B3MaXHYII pYKOﬁ, MOTyHII€CTBEHHAA CHJIa BCACBEIBAHUS IIPUTAHYJIa MY2XXKYKUHY, YI'DOXKasg
YHECTH €T0 IIPOYb.

— Her, "et, mogoxauTte!!! — OTyasiHHO 3aKpHyal MapeHb: — A Kak ke Mosi MaMa? C Hell Bce B
nmopsgke???

Vcuesaromas ¢urypa boxe ycrnokouna ero: — OHa Ha Hebecax ¢ borom. C Heit BCE HOIXKHO OBITH
XOPOIIIO...

— A mos 6niBuIasi? C Het uTo? - CIIPOCHII OH, B €T0 TOJIOCE CIIBIIIANOCh 0ECIIOKONCTRO.

— Ona HemaBHO CKOHYanack oT CIIM]I-a. [ToMHUIIIb TapHS, C KOTOPEIM OHAa U3MEHSNA. ..

— Xa-xa-xa! BoT 970 BOT 3acnmyxeHH0. OHa JeNCTBUTENIBHO 3aCTyKuja 9T0, He Tak nu? — B atoT
MOMEHT ITapeHb II0YYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE YIOBIETBOPeHNe: — MTakK, Kyfa Thl MeHS IOChIIaellh?

Boxe Havan TOBOPUTH O BEIOPAHHOW UM BCENTEHHOM, HO €r0 PEe3K0 3aTSHYJI0 B APYroe U3MEpPEeHue,
IpexXe YeM MapeHb YCIIeN ero YCbIIaTh.

— ...0x, uépt! 4 momxkeH OBIJT MAaXHYThb JIEBOM PYKOMH. f OTIIpaBUI €r0 HEe B Ty BCEJIEHHYIO, — B
paccTporcTBe BOCKNIUKHYN boxe: — Hy, 3a0yns 00 aToM. Yiauu, Anekc...

X % %

Tem BpeMeHeM Ha 3emie B 1997 romy B MecTe IpefmoiaraeMoro rnafieHus MeTeopa o0pa30Bajcs
6onbiiol kpaTep. Ero okpyxarsa rpymia oxoXuxX Ha COJfaT JII0fel, OXPaHSIBIINX 3arafoyHoe
MeCTO.

— ApTyp, TH JOIXKEH 3TO chenaTh. [ToxkamyicTa... — YMOIIsisia CBETI0BOJIOCas KEHIINHA, e€ Tia3a
ObLIM TIOJTHEL OECTIOKOWCTBA. PSIOM ¢ Hell CTOSIT MyK4YHHa C Y4EPHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, Ha BUM UM 000UM
On110 0KOJI0 20 51eT.

YyBCTBYS TSIKECTh €€ CJI0B, APTyp MPUTSHY KEHIWHY 6T1UKe, 3aKTI0UNB €€ B YTeIIUTEIbHEIE
00BATHUSA.

— IMocnymai, Xnos. Msl moMoxeM peOGEHKY, 3T0 obelnanue. Ho oka HaM Hy>KHO OTIIPaBUTh €0 B
IEeTCKUM 0oM, YTOOH 1M306€eKaTh BOSMOXKHEIX OCJI0KHEHUN, KOTOPble MOTYT BO3HUKHYTh U3-3a €TI0
npoucxoxpaeHusi. Korga BCE ynafuTCs, MBl CMOXKeM YCHIHOBUTD €T0 U JaTh eMy Ty KU3Hb, KOTOPYIO
OH 3aCIyHuBaeT. X0poIIo?

Tuxo IIpoHIeIiTall OH, ero roJIoC OBLIT TIOJIOH YBEPEHHOCTH.



— Vry, — kuBHYyIa X705, IPU3HaBasi, YTO 9TO JYYIINYA BapUaHT. YUUTHIBAS 3arafoyHoe
IIPOUCXOXKIeHHe PeOEHKa, OHU XOTeNIH OLITh YBEPEHHI, YTO OH He CTaHeT 00beKTOM SKCIEPUMEHTOB B
KaKoW-HuOyIb 1ab0paTOpUH.
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