— KBanmuduxkaius... Bo-nepshx, y Te0s HET... KBaTuDUKaIUN... KBaTUPUKAIUU... XM-M?

— T-1mI?..

AnXuMuK B3rJIAHYJIA Ha I/IMnepaTopa, KakK GYI[TO OH OBLIJT HE3HAYUTEJIBHEIM, HO KOIr'Ta OHa BCKOpe
IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha MEHH, €€ TrJla3a OCTAaHOBUJIMCh Ha MHE, OEMOHCTPHUDPYS, Ka3aJIOCh 6bI,
3aMHTPUTOBaHHOE BhIPazXKEHHe.

— ...THL... 0O4eHb I/IHTepeCHBIfI, Yy Te0s1 94TO-TO BHYTPH TBOET'O T€Jla, HE TaK mm? Tkl caMO3BaHelIl.

CaMo3BaHell.

YcmpiaB 3T CI0Ba, MOE TEJIO 3ap0zKalio.

Ha 3emiie st mepecenuicst B MUD, OIKMCAHHBEIA B pOMaHe, TaK YTO B KAKOM-TO CMBICTIE 5T OB
caMo3BaHIIEM. B HEKOTOPOM CMEICTIE, ST OBLI IIPOCTO aHOMAasKel, CPOOHU BHE3EMHOMY
CyIlleCTBOBAHUIO, BIIOJIHE MTOAXOMAIIEN [JIs ONMCAaHUS MEHS KakK TaKOBOTO.

...Ha3rIBast KOTO-TO CaMO3BaHIIEM HU C TOTO HU C CETro, II0X0xke, Te0e HPaBUTCS, KOT{la TBOU LIYTKH
3aX0IAT CJIUIIKOM MajIeKo.

OpHako IIpsAMO celyac MHe He ClefoBaso Obl IIPOABIIATE CTOJIb OYEBUOHYIO PEAKITHIO.

910 Oe3Hafi€KHas CUTYalus, KOTOpask TONbKO PACKPOeT MO0 HCTUHHYIO IMYHOCTD, KaK y BOPa,
IIOMMAHHOT'O C IIOJTUYHEIM.

— YT0 XK... eCJIH 3TO TaK, TO... UTaK, yuuTHIBas, UTO ¥ TeOsI, KaXKeTCsI, eCTh OIPeNeEeHHbIN YPOBEHD
KBamu(UKAIKMY... UYTO Tl OyOelb fIenaThb?

— Ia?

HeT, TONbKO 9TO OHa rOBOPHIIA, UTO S CaMO3BaHELl, a TeIepb OHa TOBOPHUT, YTO Y MEHS €CTh
KBanudukamnus?

— OpHako OHO He upgeanbHO... Hampumep, Tebe NpuméTcs 3alIaTUTh OIPEeOeeHHYIO IIeHyY... Kak
HaCYE€T TBOETO JIeBOr'0 I'JIa3HOTo 10/10Ka?

— Moro 51eBoro ria3Horo g0joka... 4Yro?

— IIa, HE To 4TOOHI 1 3a0Mpalo ero HaBceraa, HO s BepHY ero Tebe, KOrma Mbl CHOBA BCTPETHUMCS. ..



— 3abupaii.

— XM-M?..

Ecnu xouems, 3a0upaii.

3a Takyi0 He3HAYUTEIIbHYIO Belllb, KaK TMla3Hoe S6JI0KO0, IPH YCIOBUHU, YTO ThI IPEOOCTABHIID
3MIUKCUD, 5 OBI JaXke C PamoCcThio oTHan Tebe 06a CBOMX rila3a.

Korpa s ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO COTJIACUIICS Ha €€ IIpeajoxkKeHune 6e3 kakux-mu0o KomebaHui, oHu 06a
OOHOBPEMEHHO Ha4alli CMOTPEThE Ha MEHS KaK Ha CyMacCIIeaIrnero.

...Jla, I cornaceH u Ha IBa.

— T-TEI TOJIBKO YTO... YTO THI CKa3asa? ['ma3Hoe g20/10KO...

— Thl... mpaBpa, ¢ To6o¥ BCE B mopsinke? He moxoxke Ha TO, YTO y TeOsI CHHAPOM OKaMEeHEHUS
KJIETOK... HO THI ObI OTHAJ CBOE TTa3HOoe 6JI0KO BOT TaK. Tak mpocTo?..

— ...IToToMy 4TO OHa YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOMY MlaxkKe OIHOTO MOET0 B3TJIsa HeJOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR
BLIPA3UTh MO0 6JTarolapHOCTE.

BepmmHa B mpefeax Moel gocsiraeMocT. OOHAKO HeYXKeJH Thl JyMaellb, YTO I OCTAHOBUJICS ObI
TOJIBKO Ha OJHOM B3TJIsige?

HakoHeII-TO 5T yBUKY CBOMMH TJIa3aMU €€ IIBETYIIYIO BHEIIHOCTD, IIOJTHYIO CHIL... HO TeIeph 9To OyHeT
TOJIBKO OOHUM TJIa30M...

IaxKe ecu 3TO TakK, laXKe eCJId Y MeHs OCTaHEeTCS TOJIbKO OJUH I'J1a3, YTOOLl BUMIETH €€...

4 cMor O YBULIETH €€ B 30POBOM COCTOSTHUMU.

4 OB MOT BUIETh, KaK OHa PafiloCTHO G6eraeT BOKPYT.

91 OBI CMOT 3TO CHOeNaTh...

®uvH, 3HaeIb... KOTHa-HuOyIb S X049y MOOEIBAaTh B MECTE, KOTOPOEe Ha3kBaeTcsi Mope. OTpoMHOe-
pe6obiIoe MOpe... S X04y mompo6oBaTh TaM IIOIJIaBaTh.

...C TobOo1.



4 cmor OwI cTaTh CBHUOeTeJIeM TOr0, KaK OHa OCYIIECTBUT CBOU MEYTHI.

91 mor OBI BUOETDH, KaK OHA AejlaeT TO, YTO X0UeT.

...IIoMIMO 3TOT0, 0 YEM eIll€ 5 MOT ObI IPOCUTH?

BEITh B COCTOSTHUHU T10-HACTOSIIIEMY CHIe/IaTh €€ CYaCTIUBOM OBIII0 OBl AJIST MEHST OTPOMHBIM
YIOBOJILCTBUEM... aJIXUMUK, 3aMETHUB MOE UCKpeHHee BhIpaxkKeHUe JIuila, BCKOpPe II0CJie 3TOTO KOPOTKO
B3[IOXHYJIa, KaK OyOTO X0TeNla CKa3aThk: YTO 3TO 3a CyMacCIIeLIni?

A 3aTeM, I0OKa4aB I'0JIOBOH, OIIEeJIOMIEHHAS MOMMHM [IeHCTBUSIMH, OHA 3arOBOPHUIIA.

— Xa-a... XopolIIo, Aejai, Kak Xxo4els. AJIXMMHUK BCETHa OOJIKEeH BHIIOJIHSITEL NaHHbIEe UM 00eLIaHus, S
JKEHIIMHA, KOTopasi epPKUT CBOU CJIOBA, TAaK YTO HUYETO He ITOfle/Iaelllb.

XpyCThb.

He ycmen s omOMHUTBCS, KaK OHa MOJOIIIa KO MHE TakK GIM3K0, UTO OKa3ajlaCh Ha PaCCTOSHUU
BBEITSIHYTOM PYKH, 3aKphlila JIalOHbIO [T0JIe 3PEHUST MOETO JIEBOTO I'J1a3a, ¥ 3BYK Pa3phIBAIOIIAXCS
KPOBEHOCHEIX COCYIOB ¥ BEH PE30HHUPOBAJI B MOEM Uepere U NOCTUT MouX OapabaHHEIX IIEPEITOHOK.

ABnsercs nu anxuMUK, KOTOpBIfI MOZKET CO3[1aBaTh 3JIMKCHUPHI, OelCTBUTEIBHO aIXUMUKOM? B
MI'HOBEHHE OKd MHE€ BBIPBAJIK JIEBOE I'Ta3HOE s10JI0KO. OI[HOBpeMeHHO S OIIYTHII OIOYIIEeHNne TBépJIOl"O
InpegMeTa, 3aMeHAKIIEero MOE TIa3Hoe S0JI0KO U 3allOJIHAIOIIETO I'Ia3HHUITY.

— ...Ha maHHBI# MOMEHT 51 BCTaBHUJIa IIPOTE3 I'Ta3a. pyruM 6yaeT Ka3aThbCs, YTO OH KakK Ijlas3, Tak
4yTO Tebe He HyKHO 6eCIIOKOUTLCS 00 3TOM.

— ...Cniacu6o.

— 1 BIepBhIE CIIBITY CJI0Ba 6J1ar0NapHOCTH IIOCTIE TOT'0, KaK BEIKOJIONIa KOMY-TO I'JIa3, HO Oojiee Toro,
s OblyIa youBieHa 0oJbllle BCero Ha cBeTe. ThI Jaxke He 3acToHan?.. Pa3Be 310 He O0IBHO?.. —
CIIPOCHUJIa MEHS aJIXUMUK, IPUIIONHSB OPOBU.

I'nsaps Ha MeHs, yei pa3ymMm OBIJT HAIIOJIHEH MEICTIBIO O IMOJIY4YEHHNH 3JIMKCHUDA.

— ...BoBce Her.

9TO0 BCero JUIb KpaTKOBpPeMeHHast 00/1b, KOTOpas MPOUAET, eciiu 51 €€ BHTepIU0. Kakoe 3To uMeeT
3HAYeHUe, eC/Id OJUH I'JIa3 HEMHOTO 0OJTHT?



9TO TO, YTO THI MOXKEIIlb CKa3aTh, TIOTOMY YTO THI He OblJla CBUETEJIEM TOT0, KaK KTO-TO UCIILITHIBAET
TAKyI0 CHJIBHYIO MyUYHUTEIbHYI0 00Jb, YTO OH 3Kejiaj Obl 671aroCIOBeHUS CMEPTH 32 HEBHIHOCUMEIE
My4YeHUs], KOTOPhIe TPUHOCUT €My KU3Hb B 9TOM MHUDE.

OTO MEeUCTBUTEIHHO Pa3pPHIBAET MOE CepAlle Ha YaCTH, 3TO 3asiBJIEHWE, KOTOPOE s MOT'Y CHENaTh,
IIOTOMY 4TO HeBooOpa3uMasi 001k, OLIYIeHKWe, YTO TBOE Cepflle Pa3pPhIBAETCS Ha YaCTH,
HEBRIHOCHMOE CTECHEHHe B TPY[IU, arOHHUs, OT KOTOPOM X0YeTCs Pa30pBaTh CBOE Cepflle B KIIOUbs
COOCTBEHHBIMM PYKAMH, YYBCTBO HEBO3MOXKHOCTH 00JIerYuTh UX 60/1b, HEIIOHUMAaHKE TOT0, Yepe3 4To
OHM TIPOXOMST KaXK/bIl IeHb, pa3pEIBaeT MOE Cepflle Ha YacCTH.

W TyT MHe Ha PYKY IOJIOXKUIK KOJIOY, HATIOJTHEHHYIO MOJIYIIPO3PaYHON KUIKOCTHIO, UCITyCKAIOIEN
TAWHCTBEHHOE CBeUEHHUE.

— Bor oH, oberranHb# 9muKcHpP. OH He TOJILKO IMOTHOCTHIO U3JIeUMBAET CHHAPOM OKaMEHEeHHU s
KJIETOK, HO ¥ YCHUJIMBAET MarM4eCKy CHIIy [I0 YPOBHS, KOTOPHIH MOT OBl COTEPHUYATh C MaraMu,
I03TOMY O0paIancs ¢ HUM OCTOPOKHO.

9muKcup.

9TO AEUCTBUTEILHO HACTOSIIUY SMUKCUP. TOYHO TaKOU XKe 3JIUKCHUD, KaK ONMCaH B pOMaHe.
Hacrosuuii, HenmoaaenbHbIN 3JIUKCUD.

Moé nrixaHue y4acTUIIOCE.

[TepenoHEeHHBIN PAJOCThIO, KOTOPAs MIEPETIOIHSIET MOIO TPY/Ib, TOPSYHe CJIE3L! TOTEKIN 110 MOUM
IeKam.

C TIOMOIIBIO 3TOTO 5T MOTY CIIACTH €€. f... T CMOTy 0CBOOOIUTE €€ OT 9TOM afCKOH HEeHU3IeYUMOM
00JIe3HH.

| CMOTY OTIIJIATHUTH 3a MUJIOCTE U TI000BB, KOTODPEBIE 5 IIOJIYYHJI, JaXKe €CJIK 3TO COBCEM HEMHOTO.

— ...Bonbmoe cmacu6o... Cnacu6o... bnarogapio...

W3 rny6unsl Moero ceppla, oy ®uHa, KoTopas Teleph CTajla CoO MHOM eJUHBIM LIeJIbIM, 5
YyBCTBY10, KaK OH PE30HUPYET C MOUMH SMOIHSIMU.

Ja.

TrI TOXKE, IOTOMY 4YTO THl — QUH.



ThI TOXKE 04YeHb JOJIT0 HadessICcs Ha 3TO 3peJuie...

Tak 4TO TOJILKO Ha CETOmHS 5 3a0yay 0 MyYUTEIHbHOM IIPOIIIOM, ¥ 6yIy pafoBaThCs CETOMHSIITHEMY
OHIO.

U 3aTeMm, B OTBET Ha MOU UCKpPEHHUE CJI0Ba GraromapHocTy 0T OWHA, aIXMMUK YXMBIUTBHYIIACH,
yCMeXHyJIach ¥ CKa3ajia MHe.

— ...XopotI0, 5 3aKJII0YKIIa COENKY TOJbKO KaK aNxXuMHUK. 9 meiHCTBUTENbHO He 3Hal0, HAaCKOJIbKO
BaXKEH 3TOT YeJI0BEK, HO BUOETh, KaK ThI yIBIOAEIILCS HaXke MOCye TOro, Kak Tebe BOT TaK BHIPBAU
rJ1a3Hoe sI0JI0KO... JOJIKHO OBITh, OH IEWCTBUTEIBHO APATolleHHbIH YeToBek. YTo XK, Torma
BHUMATEJIBHO CJIedu 3a HuM. Ha 3ToT pa3 He coBepIuai HUKAKuX OIUOOK.

Ha sToT pas.

[TopaxkE€HHBIN 3TUMU CJIOBAMH, 5 IOMHSII T'J1a3a, HO OHA yXkKe ucuedya 0e3 ciaefa.

— ...HeBeposTHo.

[Toxoxe, 51 OBITT He €eAMHCTBEHHBIM, KOT'O YAUBUIIO €€ BHE3aITHOE NCUe3HOBEHNE.

Haxe MiMmepaTop, KOTOPHIY CMOTPEN HA TO MECTO, Ile OHA TOJIBKO UTO OblIa, Pa3UHYJI POT OT
U3YMIIEHUS.

Ho Bckope K HEMY BEPHYJIOCh camoobiafianyie, ¥ OH IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MeHS.

— OQuH.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

— Ecnu TH BepHeIIbCS K CBOEM M3HAYaTbHOM IPUPOLeE, Haxke eClId 9TO IPOU30UOET, TOTraa 5
00513aTeIbHO HCIIOJIHIO JII000€e TBOE XKeJjlaHue, KaKUM Obl OHO HU OBLIIO, S UCIIOJIHIO BCE, YTO THI
3axoyellb, faxe eciu...

VimmepaTop 3akoneOasics, OCTaHOBUBIINCH Ha MIHOBeHKEe. Ka3anock, OH pa3myMbIiBall, YMECTHO JIU
IIPOU3HOCUTH ITH CJIOBA.

3aTeM OH IPOYMCTHUII TOPJIO U 3arOBOPHUII CO MHOM.



— Jlaxe ecnu 9TO TaKoe Henmobe3HOe XKelaHre, Kak xkenmanue JIunu, s, Anekcel, coenaio BCE, YTO B
MOHX CHJIaX, YTOOBI MCIIOJIHUTD €ro. KJIHHYCI:.
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