OT4yastHHBIM TOJIOC I/IMr[epaTopa, KOTOprfI c0OCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMH IIOTEPAII CBOIO 2KEHY 1 OBIJT ITOJIOH
HEeTO0JOBAaHUS 110 OTHOIIIEHHUIO K Bory... IIOCJIE 3TOT'0 IXO0 IIPOOOJI2KAJIO 3BY4dTh ere HEKOTOpoe BpeMd,
He IIpeKpallasiace.

— Vrx, xey, xey, xeyk!.. 9nuzaberT... Inusaber...

OrTyasiHHbIe KPpUKY MIMIlepaTopa, BIpaKkaBIlie CKOPOb 10 CBOEH XKeHe, TPOI0JIKaIKCh BCE 9TO
BpeMs.

Xpscs!

4 aTo cablman.

Bo3MoxkHO, eciu OBl 3TO OBITT OOBIYHEIN IeHb, 663 ITPOIUBHOTO HOXK/S, U €CJIK OBl OH He OBLT
TIOTJIOIIEH COOCTBEHHBIM I'OpeM, 3TOT 3BYK ObLIT OBI JOCTATOYHO CIIBIIIEH HaxKe camMoMy MmmepaTopy.

[Topgu4aB rinasa, g yBULEN 3TO.

Be3 comHeHus, 60BIION BaIyH MMafasl IPsMO Ha ToloBy MMmeparopa.

— Bame BenuuectBo!!!

Moe 6ecCroKoMCTBO OBIIIO HEIONTUM, U MOU OEUCTBUS OBITA OBICTPBIMH.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZia 51 3aMeTHUJI BaJlyH, CBOOOMHO MaJaloIIni 10 BO3MYXY, KaK MOTHIIEK Ha TIJIaMs,
MOE TeJI0 y2Ke M4ajoch K mmepaTopy.

YEpT BO3bMHU.

WHCTAHKTUBHO MOE TeJIo II0JICKa3ajio MHE.

Ecnu 651 y MeHs OB TOJIBKO Med, JaXke B MOEM HEIHEITHeM COCTOSTHUY, 1 OBl CMOT OTPA3UTh TaKou
MaJIeHbKUH BaJlyH.

Opuaxko mpo6eMa B TOM, YTO [laXKe eCJIu s IIPOTEP rla3a U [axe IOUCKAl, ST BCE PaBHO He CMOT HU
YBUIETh, HU HAaUTH HUYETO BUOUMOT0, OTHATIEHHO HAalTOMUHAIOIIETO MedY.

Bo3MoxHO, Meun prLIapefI, KOTOPEIE IIaJIX I1epeq HaMH, KOTOPEIE pa361/m1/1(:b rnepen HaMu, IMOABUIINCH
6BI, ecqy OBl 5T TIOMCKAJl OOWH U3 HHUX.



OJIHaKO Y MEH{I He OBITI0 BPEMEHMU PHITHECA B Ky4daX I'DA3HU B IIOMCKAX PEIIAPCKOIo Me€Ya, X II0O3TOMY
MHE IIPHUIIIIOCH, XOTA X HEOXOTHO, 6p0CI/ITbCH K I/IMHepaTopy, OTTaJIKHBas €ro C JOPOTrr, KaTasaCh
BMeCTe C HUM IIO 3EMIIE.

— Bbax!

— Xa-a... Xa-ax!.. C Bamu BCE€ B nopsigke, Bame BenuuecTso?..

— T-Tr1l.. Ax... 4... 5 B mopsgke... Cracu6o...

K cyacThbio, ¢ HeOOJBIIMM OTPLIBOM, KaK TOJIBKO MEI OTOIIJIA OT 3TOTO MECTa, BajlyH BPe3asics B
TIOBEPXHOCTD, CTOJIKHYBILIKCH C 3eMJIEN TaM, T{le Mbl HAXOOUIUCh.

Cnauasna MMmepaTop He IOHSJ CUTYalluu U COOMPAJICS OTPyraTh MeHs, HO, 00HAPYXKUB BajIyH, OH
M3MEHUJI CBOU CJIOBa ¥ BHIPA3Us CBOIO 0/1arogapHOCTh.

...Ho Bripaxenue nmuiia Mmmepatopa GbI7I0 CTPAHHBIM.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH 4yooM u3bexkasl CMePTH, OH He BEIKa3hIBaJl HUKAKUX ITPU3HAKOB 00JIeTYeHus
WJIN 9MOIIUH.

OTkyna g 9T0 3Haw?..

YTo XK, eClii y 4eJIoBeKa HeT IaMsITH 30JI0TOM PHIOKHM, pa3Be He eCTECTBEHHO, YTO S NOJIKEeH
IIOMHUTE?

[ToTomy 4TO BEIpazkeHue nuila MmMneparopa Anekcess HI4eM He OTJIMYAJIOCh OT TOT'0, KOTOPOe ObII0 y
duHa, KOTHa OH OTHAJI MHE BCE U HUCUe3.

BBIpa)KeHI/Ie OT4HasAHUSA, IIOTEPU CMEICIIA 2KM3HU U IIPOCTO OKUOAHUSA IIPUX0Oa CMEPTH.

HMTak, Ka3anock, 4To MMmnepaTop 3a0bl 0 IPUYKUHE CBOETO CYIIIECTBOBAHUS ITOCTIE CMEPTH CBOEH
JKEHHI.

...ToI rpébanbiil yOomoK. Tel 4T0, 3a0bT, 3a4eM MHI IIPOMieIaid BeCh 9TOT MyTh Ciofa, MiMmepaTop
Anekceit?

BoTt nmouemy g cxsaTtuin Mmieparopa 3a Ij1e4u U 3arOBOPHUIL.

¢l mepeman CBOI PEIIMMOCTD, TY K€ CaMyI0 PeIIuMOCTh, KOTOPYIO mepenan MHe OuH, ero Bojs Oblia
HEeIIpeonoiIrMa, KakK ropa.



— Bamre BenuuecTBo! XoTs st Ty00KO coxajer o cyabbe MiMmepaTpuilkl, BB He MOXKeTe TaK cebst
BECTH 37€eCh!

— ...THI, THI CMeeIIh HaCMeXaThCsT HaJ0 MHOM, KOTHa THl HeBpeaum!..

— Ecnu BB OCTAHOBUTECH, UTO CTaHeT ¢ [Ipunieccon!!!

[TpuHIECCA.

MEI DOIKHEL CIIACTU €€.

OHa cTpafaeT oT Heu3jeunuMou 00JIe3HU, U eCIU MBI OyIeM IIPOMoIKaTh B TOM XKe AyXe, el IPUAETCS
BJIQYUTH KAJIKOE CYIIECTBOBAHHKE, TPOCTO OKUIAs CBOEH CMEPTH.

To ecCTb... IIO4Y€eMY MEI IIPUIIIIN COOd.

9TOT (paKT elie€ pa3 HAIIOMHUII eMy O Hallled 1ienu. B rinyObuHe oymm 5 xejaj, 4ToOh 9TOT AypakK us-
3a CBOeM mouyepu 06pa3yMuICs.

...TeM He MeHee, MHl He IOCTUTIIX IIeJIU IIPpUe3aa B 3TO MECTO.

— ...BEPHO, BOT II04YEMY... Junu.

K cuacTsio, Ka3ajoch, UTo y riaynoro MiMmneparopa, KOTOPHIH JIeiesisl CBOIO I04b, BCE ellle Obisia elne
OfHA MPUYMHA XKUTh.

— Ia... Ecniu s mpogoiKy Tak cebst BECTH, TO MOTEPSIO faxke JIuu... 3T0 6b1y10 ObI eCTBUTEIIBHO
TI030PHO, S faxKe He CMOT'Y BCTPETUThLCS C Inu3abeT Mmo3xe...

— Bcé BepHo. Baire BenmuuecTBo, MUHYTY Ha3ajl Bbl OBl 0€3 CO3HAHMUS, U Ballla 9HEPTHUS eIlle He
TIOJTHOCTBIO0 BOCCTAaHOBUJIACh. [T0KanyicTa, MO3BOIbTE MHE TIOAIepXKaTh Bac.

— ...Ax... [la, 1 npuHoIy cBou u3BuHEeHUs. C Tex 1op g He IoKa3kiBal Tebe HUUero, KpoMe CBOEro
TI030PHOTO TIOBEIEHMUS. .

— He ynomunatite 00 sToM. [I7151 MeHsI Beltu4aiiias pafocTs BuneTh Bamre BenuuectBo, ComHile
HMmnepuu, B moOPOM 3[paBUH.

HOJI)Iep}KI/IBaH I/IMnepaTopa, S TIOIIBITAJICA BCTATh, HO OCTPAA 6071b IIPOH3HJIa MOIO CIIMHY.



— Agnrx!

— ?.. ®un? YTto cnyyunocs?.. duH, TH!.. TBOA criuHa!

— a?..

TonpKo ceiydac s M0-HACTOSIIEMY II0UYBCTBOBAJI 9TO — XKT'y4yio 60JIb, OT KOTOPOIi 10 MOEMY
TI03BOHOYHUKY IIPo6exkKany MypaliKy.

Kazasnocs, uTo Korfa s OTTOJIKHYN MMIepaTopa pyKaMu B CTOPOHY M IIePEKaTUICS, MOSI CIIMHA
CTOJIKHYJIaCh C KaKMM-TO OCTPHIM KaMeHHBIM KpaeM, Pa30pBaB €€ Ha YacCTH.

— 910 €PYHIA... 9TO He OIIaCHad OJId XKU3HU TPAaBMa...

9T0 BepHO, OeCUYnCIIeHHEIe PaHEl U IITPAaMbl, KOTOPEIE ST MCIIBITAJI, Yepe3 KOTOPHIE MPOIIEIT, TOBOPST
MHe 00 3TOM.

...Takoro poOa TPaBMBI — HHUYTO II0 CDABHEHHUIO CO IIPpaMaMHU, KOTOPhIE€ 1 HAKOIIHUII. Tak 4To 3TO He
TO, U3-3a 4ero CTOUT CYETUTHCH.

Y MeHs HeT BpEMEHU [Jaxe Ha POCKOIIb CIIaJKOI'0 OTHObIXA.

— Ho T8I...

Opnako MmmepaTop, KOTOPHIA He TOHKMMAIl PELIUTeNbHOU Boayu OuHa, MOT TOIBKO CMOTPETh Ha MEHS
00€eCTIOKOEHHBIMHU TIa3aMH.

Xopo11o... BUMIETh, KaK MaJIeHbKHY peOEHOK yiIbi0aeTcss ¥ TOBOPUT, UTO C HUM BCE B IOPSIIKE,
HECMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OH JKEeCTOKO pa3opBa cede CIIMHY U IIYCTUJI CTPYHUKY KPOBU, MOXKET BEI3BaTh
HEOTMCYyeMble UYBCTBA JaxKe Y TaKOro B3POCIIOTO, KaK OH.

Ho maxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MOE TeJI0 MOJIOHO0, MOM pPa3yM IPUHAIEKUT 3PEJIOMY YeJIOBEKY.

U o CPaBHEHHIO C TOgJaMHu CTOUKOCTH, KOTOPEIE A HUCIIBITAJI A0 CHUX IIOP, XU C TEM OIIEITOM, KOTOpBII7I
JOBEPHUJI MHE ®uH, HE3aBUCHUMO OT 60J'II/I, HEe3aBHCHUMO OT TOT'O, CKOJIBKO COTEH MJIX TBICAY Pa3 A
HCIIBITBIBAJI 3TO, MOSI BOJIA HUKOI'Ma HE IIOKOJIe0JIeTCS.

HTak, 1 mocMoTpesia eMy B I'Jla3a, TBEPHO PEIINB, UTO CO MHOW JeWCTBUTENILHO BCE B IMOPSMKE.

— ...JIunu, Most mOYH YIIOPHO HAacTauBaja Ha BeIOOpe TeOsi, MPOCTOJIONNHA, TeIeph s, HaKOHeI],
IIOHMMal0, T0YeMy OHa BeIOpasa Tebs.
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970 OBIJIO B TO BpeMsi, KOTfia 5 TOTOBHUJICS COIIPOBOXKIaTh MiMmepaTopa, 4TOOR 1103a00TUTHCS O TeJe
HiMmiepaTpuilbl, a 3aTEM CHOBA OTIIPABUTHCS Ha MOUCKY aJIXUMHUKa.

Tom, Tom, ToII.

o Moux yIiel [OHECCS 3BYK YbUX-TO LIATOB 10 TPSI3HOMY IIOJIIO.

B 10 ke BpeMs pa3fdaliCd rojioc, TIOJTHBIA YOUBJIEHUS U Y2KdCa IIPpU BUOE 9TOU Tpareguu.

— Ax?! Yo 3710? KapeTta? U3-3a onon3ua?.. [loueMy cerogHs Tak MHOTO HEOXKUAaHHBIX HHIUIEHTOB,
OTKJIOHSIIOLIUXCS OT rpadrKa, YTO 3a YEePTOBIIUHA...

KTo0-TO, uaywmiui o TakoMy OmaCHOMY IIyTH, KakK 3TOT?..

WcnwiThBas CTPaHHOE ITOJO3PEHHUeE, g IIOBEPHYII T'OJIOBY, YTOOBI BHUMATEIHLHO HOH&GHI’OJI&TL 3a
IoBegeHneM KEHIITWUHEI.

3aTeM s 3aMeTHJI O0IBIION PIOK3aK, KOTOPHIHM OBIJT pa3MepoM C MeHs, HalloJTHEHHbIM 6eCYnCIeHHBIMU
GbnaKKaMu, IPUCTETHYTHIMY K €€ Talluy PEMHSIMHU BOKDPYT TaJluU U HOT.

— ...IlepenuBarominecs BOJIOCHI.

— XM-M? Yto TH cKa3an? Oun?

T'oBopuIM, YTO 3Ta YHUKANIbHAS YepTa Obllla eQUHCTBEHHOM, KOTOPOU OHa 061ajjana B 9TOM MUpPeE, TakK
YTO 5 HU 3a 4YTO He 3a0yny ee.

Haxkonen-to g Hammen e€. AmXxuMuKa ¢ BOCTOYHEIX Top.

X X x

...Tenepb MOHM TaBHNE COMHEHMs, KOTOPEIE Y MEHS OBLIH OO0 CHUX II0D, ITOJIYYHUJIX OTBET.

4 IBHO HaxXOOuUIICSI B COCTOSHUHU, KOT{la He MOT IBHUTAaThCS M3-3a IIOJIHOTO IIapananya.



U Bcé xe, Inpexne 9eM PaCCTaThbCA C ZKU3HBIO, 5 IIEPEXKUJI 9yno CIIaCeHusd.

Korpga Bce, KpoMe MeHs, MEPTBHI, U HUKTO flaXKe He 3HaJl, Ky[la MBI HallpaBjseMCs, TakK KTO XKe MOT
COOOIIIATL UM O HAllleM MECTOHAXOXKIEHUN?

U emé koe-4To.

Kak, 4épT BO3bMH, 3TU CJIelOBATENIH Y3HA/IM, YTO aJIXUMHUK, KOTOPOTO MBI KCKa/lH, VKPBUICS U3-3a
OITOJI3HA?

Ecnu OBl 51 yCTIBIIIIA 9TO caM, MHe Ol yIaloch Pa3mo0bITh SJTHKCHUDP MPSIMO 3[IeCh U cedac.

OTBeT OB ITPOCT.

AnxuMuK 00HApPYKUJI Hallle ITPUCYTCTBHUE, COO0IIUIT 06 3TOM MiMIepaTOpCKO# rBapauy, ¥, OCTaBUB
CBUIETEIHCTBO O TOM, UTO OHM HAIIUIX HacC, KOTHa YKPhIBAIUCh U3-3a OIMOJI3HS, OHU UCUYE3IIH.

Yeépr... Eciu 3T0 Tak, TO 3TO 03HAYAsI0 ObI, YTO maxe eciiy Okl HAM yIanoch u30exKaTh OMOJI3HS U MBI
IpUOBLIH, MBI OBl MX HE BCTPETHUIIH.

Kakasi u3Bpali€HHas IyTKa CyabOEL.

Yro6bI cracTu JIUIH, B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Ia MBI CTOJIKHYIUCE ObI C TIOJOOHBIM OIIOJI3HEM, HAC OBI
PACILTIONINIIO U IPUAABUIIO K 3eMJIE.

4 melicTBUTENBLHO HE MOTYy IIOHATH 3aMEICEJI 3TOI'0O 9YePTOBA aBTOPA...

TrI TOBOPHUINE MHE He cracaTh JIumu?..

Wy TH X04elIb CKa3aTh, YTO MBI MOXKEM CIIACTHU €€, TOIbKO MPEOMI0IERB TaKWe TPYIHOCTH U
HEB3TOOHI?..

HecMmoTps HY Ha 4YTO, C 3THM... MBI JOOBIJIA SJTUKCHUD.

* % x

— ?.. 9nukcup? Ho s He X049y OTHaBaTh €ro BaM.

BrIsIo BpeMst, KOTMa 51 TOXe Tak myMmai. YéprT.
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— ITouemy, 4EPT BO3bMH, THI HE OTHAIIbL 3JTUKCUAP?!

— Ho pa3Be oH He [OXKeH OLIThH IaH TOJIBKO TOMY, KTO 00lagaeT JOCTaTOUHOM KBanu(puKaluueu,
YTOOBI 3aCTYXKHUTH 3TO?

— Kpanmudukanus? O Kakou KBanudUKaIMy T ToBopuinb! YTo, 4€PT BO3bMH, 3TO 3a TPeOOBAHMUS,
KOTOPHIM faxe 51, IMmiepaTop, He MOTY COOTBETCTBOBAThH?

WmMmepaTtop O IIOJIOH 371a, BEIMEIIAsi CBOE pa30yapoBaHMUe.

Oxn OBUIT Ha T'PaHu IIOTEPHU PACCYIOKa, HE B CHJIaX pa3I[06BITB JIeKapCTBO. HGCMOTpE[ Ha TO, 4TO
9JINKCHD, KOTOpBIﬁ MOT OBI CIIACTH €T0 OOYb, OBLI IIpsAMO IIepen HUM, OH OaXKe He MOTI' JOCTATh €ero,
4YTO CBOOHUJIO €ro C yMa.

HmmepaTop 4yBCTBYET 3aKUMAIOIIYIO IPOCTh, HACTOJIBKO CHUJIBHYIO, YTO 3TO OBIIIO BUIHO 110
TYILCUPYIOIIUM BEHAM Y HEro Ha jby.

U BCcE ke OH He MOT 3aCTaBUTh Cebs MPUKa3aTh XPYIKON aIXUMUYKe OTAATh JIEKapCTBO U HE CTall
CHUJI0i 3a06UpaTh €ro y Hee.

HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OHA TAK BBEITJIOUT, OHA MOXKET JIETKO YOUTH OKOJIO JEeCSITH PHIIapei B
omuHOYKY. He mpoBouupy# eé. Eciu 661 OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAJA YyIpo3y u cbexkasa 0TCoaa, BCE ObIIO OB
HaIpPacHo.

9T0 OBIIO IIOTOMY, 4YTO CIIyra, KOTOpBIfI COO0IIII €My O MECTOHAXOXIOEHNHN aJIXMMHKa, CKa3aJl MHE 00
9TOM.
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