— A-a-a-a-kx! Ye-e-e-ex!!!

— Xa-a-a!.. Xa-ak!.. [ToueMy 3Tu rp€baHblie JOCKHU CTOJIb FPOMO3OKHUE?..

B 3akmoueHue CKaXy, UYTO A BBRIZKHUII X Ha 3TOT pPas.

EnvHCTBEHHAs pa3HHUIlA B TOM, YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 TPABMHI, KOTOPHIE g IONIy4H, ObIIA He 6ojiee yueM
HECKOJIbKMMH He3HAUYUTEIbHEIMY IJapaliHaMU.

3aTeM MaCCHUBHEIM BaJIyH POOUII ITOTOJIOK ¥ CTPEMUTEIILHO II0JIETENT B MOIO CTOPOHY, HO S YBEPHYJICS
¥ CyMeJl BTUCHYTh CBOE MaJIeHbKO€e M XPYIIKOE TeJI0 B TAKOe MECTO, TMie BaJIlyH He momas Obl B MEHS.

— ...YEpPT BO3LMHU.

¢ mpoGopmMoTas 3T CI0Ba, B3TISIHYB Ha popuTeneir ®uHa, KOTOpble ObIIM PACIUIIONIEHH IO
MaCCUBHBIM BaJIyHOM 10 TaKOM CTEIEHH, YTO UX GUTYPHI OBIJIM Hey3HaBaeMHI.

B KaKOM-TO CMEICJIE OHM TOXKE OBIIM MOMMHM POIUTEIISIME, HO Ha CAMOM [IeJie s He UCIIBITHIBAI
HUKAKWX 9MOITMH M3-3a TOT0, YTO MOM POIUTENIH YMEPIIH.

HauHEM c TOTO, 4TO y MEHS HUKOTHa He ObLJIO poauTesie, u Obyio ObI HEMHOTO HATSHYTO CUUTATh
MYyXKYUHY U XKEHIIUHY CBOUMU POOUTENIIMU B HaHHBIM MOMEHT, KOTa Y MeHs ObIJIO BCETO HECKOJIBKO
B3aMMOJIEHCTBUM C HUMU, KOTOPble MOXKHO OBIJIO TEPECUUTATh 110 HajbllaM OOHOU PYKH.

Kpome Toro, OHM He HAMHOT'O CTapllle MeHS, eClii s 00BEOUHIO CBOIO IIPOIIUIYIO KHU3Hb C MOei
HEIHEIITHEeH.

Brino muih npuckKopOHOe YyBCTBO, YTO HEBUHHbLIE MYXKUYMHA U XKEHIIUHA JIMIIUIUCh CBOUX XKU3HEN
13-3a HeJlaJIEKOT0 aBTopa.

Cenyac He BpeMs U He MECTO [JIS1 3TOrO.

4 ornsimencs, MHITAsiCh HAUTHU CJIebl APYTOM KapeThl.

YemoBeueCKUH MO3T HYKaeTCs B CHAOKEHUU KUCIIOPOLOM, €CJIH OH JIMIIEH KUCIOPOa, TO 30JI0TOE
BPeMsI COCTABIISIET OKOJIO TPEX MUHYT. («307I0TO€ BPEMSI», KOTOPOE OTHOCUTCST K KPUTUYECKOMY
TIepPUOAY IS BMEIIaTeNIbCTBa UK JIeYeHNUs. )

Cettyac 1151 MeHs BakHee BCero He poputenu ®uHa, KOTOPEIE yKE MEPTBEL

Ckopee Bcero, uMeHHO y MiMniepaTopa 1 MiMiepaTpHIIbl BCE elIlé eCTh HauboJbIasi BePOSTHOCTh



OCTaTbCA B 2KHBHIX.

[Ipyrumu cnosamu, poguTesnu JINau UuMeroT IPUOPUTET.

...Ilpoctu, OuH.

4 oTyassHHO GpPOCUIICS K TOMY MecTy, T'ie Obllla TOXOpOHEHa KapeTa MMnepaTopa u MMnepaTputis, u,
IPUYUTas, TOYTUII MUHYTONM MOTYaHUS [TaMsATh ero POJUTENEN.

X % x

Bryx!!!

Kam, xam, kKar, Katl...

— Xa! Xad-¢! Xad-¢!!!

Cpenu npoMBHOTO JOXK/AS, KOTHA BIIepequ HU4Yero He OBIJI0 BUIHO, TOSIBJISETCS MaIb4MK, HEYCTAHHO
KOIIQIOIINY 3eMJIIO.

Marnp4uK He IIoJaBal HUKaKuX IIPU3HAKOB TOT'O, YTO X04eT MMePeJoXHyTh, HECMOTPA Ha TO, 9YTO
3abIXaJICAd.

Hert, Ha maHHOM 3Tale XXKKU3HU MaJlbY¥Ka OTOBIX OBLI TOTAaKaHUEM CBOUM XKeJIaHUusAM, 4TO OBLIIO
HeIIprueMJIEMEIM IIOBEIEHNEM B HaHHOfI CUTyalluH.

OpHako PyKW ManbydKa B MTHOBEHHE OKAa Y2Ke MaBHO CTAJIA MOKPHITE MO30JIIMHU, OCTATKU OJI€ KBl
OBLITH BEIPBAHBI U3 €T0 JIAMOHEH.,

Ero HorTH yke ObUIM COCKOOIEHB, OCTaBUB HA UX MECTEe JIUIIL KOMOYKY I'PsI3U, CMEIIaHHOM C
KPOBBIO.

U BCE ke MalIb4YUK He OCTAHOBUIICS.

HecMOTps Ha My4YuTeNbHY0 O0Ib OT OCTPHIX KaMHEW, BOH3aBIIKMXCS B T€ MECTa, Te PaHbIlle ObUIN
€ro HOTTH, OH IIPOJ0JizKal 6€30CTaHOBOYHO KONAThCA B 3eMJie. OT0 6e3Kan0CTHOE UCIO0Ib30BaHNe
€ro MOJIOZIOTO Tesa ObIIO CIIMIIKOM, TaK KaK Ka3aJa0Ch, YTO €T0 MBI BOT-BOT JIOIHYT.

HempeprIBHO KOTasiCh B ITOYBE, KOTas U eIlé pa3 Komas...



[ToToMy 4TO OBITT KTO-TO, KOT'O OH aOCOJIIOTHO TOYHO HOJIXKeH OBLI HalTH, KOTO-TO, KOTO OH [IOJIXKEH
OBLJI CITACTH.

Bckope mocne aToro pasgancs 06JIerd€HHBINA U CUACTIIUBLIM KPUK MaJlbulKa, TI0X0XKUi Ha OTKPHITHE
0a3wuca B IYyCTHIHE.

— ...4... 1 namen!.. Bame BenuuectBo!!! Bame BenuuectBo MmnepaTop!!!

HaxoHel-To OH HAIIEN ero.

...AAmMmepaTop, €€ oTell.

Boxe, {... KaK TOJIBKO I yBUOEI ero nuno, 1 CPOYHO l'IpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'I CBO€ yXO K €ero juny.

[Tpomno ropa3mo 6osbliie TPEX MUHYT, 30JI0TOE BpeMsi, KOTOPOe, KakK 5 3HaJI, [aBHO MIPOIILIO.

1 6osi7ICS, 9YTO MOT'Y OIIO3[IATh.

...Jlaxe ecny s yHacjaegoBas TajlaHT ¥ OonbIT CBATOr0 Meua, MOE Tejlo BCE elré OBII0 TelIoM
HEOIIEITHOT'0 ¥ c1ab0ro pebeHKa.

3aTeM, K C4aCThi0, CBOUM YXOM 4 cn1abo, HO OTYETIIMBO YCIIBIIIAJI ORIXaHHUEe I/IMHepaTopa.

Ecnu Owl 51 He yHacnenmoBas yyBcTBa ®rHa, 51 OB cOasics, AyMasi, YTO OH yKe UCIIYCTUJI CBOM
IIOCJIEHUH B37I0X, HE 3aMeuasi ero cjaaboro OuIXaHus.

Kak okasamnocs, 0H u ecTh MIIepaTop.

K cyacThio, 3-3a TOT0, YTO €T0 TOXOPOHUITA BMECTE C KApeToH, Y HEro MOsIBUJICS HeOObIIOoN 3amac
BO3[yXa OJIST ObIXaHUS.

— Bame BenuuectBo!! Bame BennuectBo MMnepatop!! OTkporite rna3al!! [ToxkamyiicTa, mpuauTe B
cebs!!!

4 IOTHOCTBIO BRITAIMII €70 TEJIO, CXBATHUII 3a IIJIEYH U Havall TPsACTH, YTOORI pa36YI[I/ITB.

Bckope WMriepaTop Ipuiléen B CO3HaHME, YCIBIIIaB, YTO S 30BY €TO0.

CIOBHO OKa3bIBasi, YTO B 9TOM MUCTOPUYU OH M300paKEH IPUPOKIEHHBIM JTIOO0BHUKOM, OH 0OJIbIIIE
6ecrmokouncs o 6e30mMaCHOCTH CBOEM KEeHHI, 4eM 0 COOCTBEHHOM 0J1aromoIy4yuy, Korga OTKPHLI rjIas3a.



— Ax... QuH... AX, MOl XKeHa... dnu3abeT B 6€30IaCHOCTH?..

— Akx... Hacuér atoro...

¢l He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s IPOU3HECTH HU CJI0BA B OTBET Ha €0 BOIIPOC O TOM, I'Ie HaXOJUTCS €ro
nmoduMas XeHa.

Koneuno, meno He B TOM, 4YTO S He 3Hal, I'7le HaXOOuTCS I/IMnepanHua...

91 TouHO 3HAJ, TOe OHa HaXOmUTCS.

Hert, Tounee Ob1y10 OBI CKa3aTh, YTO 5 MPUILEIT K TOHUMAHHUIO.

...BriKamnsBas MepaTopa, HETPYHHO ObIO 00HAPYKUTH €€ Oe3:KU3HEHHOE TeJl0, YKe OCTHIBIIEE,
nexaiee Imom HUM.

BosmoxHoO...

B 9TOT KpuTHYECKUI MOMEHT MMIiepaTop 0OHST €€, 3aliilnas CBOI0 XKeHY, KeJlas 3alUTHTh e€ OT
mo6oro Bpefa.

C ObromuMcs CepalleM U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA MOXKET CIIy4aiHOo IOCTPajaTh.

BMecTo 9TOr0 €ro meuCcTBUS UMENHN OBl HpOTI/IBOHOJIO}KHBII‘;I... HO HUKTO U IIPEJCTAaBUTh cebe He MOT.

[TogymaTh TONIBKO, UTO, OOHSB CBOIO K€HY, YTOOH 3aIlIUTUTH €€, OH CTasl OBl IPUYUHOMN €€ YAYIIbS U,
B KOHEYHOM CUETe, CMepTU. KTo OBl MOT IpefcTaBuTh cede TaKo# ucxon?

4, KOTOpBIY yy4llle, 4YeM KTO-Tu00 APYToH, 3HaeT YyYBCTBO BUHEI M OTYASHUS, BOZHUKAIOLIEE OT
OCO3HAHHUS TOTO, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO 5 JII00III0, yMep 13-3a MEHS...

¢ He Mor 3acTaBUTh ceOs CKa3aTh MiMmepaTopy mpaBay.

— Baine BenuuecTBo, s moJKeH COOOIIUTh BaM, YTO MMIepaTpuiia... KOTfa s Halllésl e€, OHa yXe
OnLIa...

— ...4T0? YTO THI XOUelIb 3TUM CKa3aTh?!..



I/IMr[epaTop 3aKpHYall Ha MEH4A C BEIPDAXKEHUEM, ITOJIHBIM HEeOOBEPHI.

— JT10ro... 3Toro He MoxeT ObITh!! OHa OBIJIa IO MOEH 3aIIUTOM, ST IPUKPHIBAJI €€ CBOMM TEJIOM,
TOTOBBIY TTOKEPTBOBATh CO00M pagu Heé!!!

— 41 Ke XWBOM, OHa HUKAK He MOXKeT ObITh MepTBa!! 3T0, MOMXKHO OHITL!.. MecTo, rme MeHs
3aBaJIniIo, OBUIO BOH TaM, He Tak Ju?! Onu3abeT momkHa ObITE TaM!..

— Ox, "HeT, Bame Bennuectso!

I/IMnepaTop He MOT IIOBEPUTH, 9TO KEHIIMWHA, KOTOPYIO OH 3adlllAIalI, MOT'Jia OBITH MEpPTBa, KOHEYHO, B
T'J'IY6I/IHG OyIIX OH IIOHKWMaAJI, 94TO HpOCTOIZ CJIyTr'a He CTal OBl HATJIO JITATh O CMEepPTH HMHepanI/ILIBI, HO
TEeM He MEHee...

TeM He MeHee, HEeCMOTpPA Ha 3TO, OH IBUT'AJICA Bnepéu, JIBI/I}KI/IMBII;I MBICJIBIO O TOM, YTO €My HyXKHO
YBUOETE IIPDaBOYy CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBLIMH T'JIa3aMH.

TonbKo 71 TOTO, YTOOH €My II0Ka3aju 3pesulle, IoATBepKaallee, YTO CMEPTHOE JI0XKe ero
mo0uMon MmepaTpHUIbl JIEKUT IO TEM MECTOM, T'fle OH TOJIBKO YTO OBIII.

...Jlprxanue MMrepaTopa CTasio IPEPLIBUCTEIM, X OH PYXHYJ Ha MECTe.

Kak TaHI_IYIOH.II/Iﬁ BO3HYHIHBIfI IIapPHUK, CHYBaIOHIHﬁCﬂ IIOCJIE OKOHYAHHA TOPZKECTBEHHOI'O OTKPBITHA.

— Arx, 9nu3a... 6et?

IpoxarmumMu ry6amMu OH IT03BaJI CBOIO JKEHY 10 MMEHHU, HaflesiCh, YTO OHA OTKJIMKHETCH... C
HaJeXKI0M, YTO eCJIU OH, e€ MyXK, a He TOT CJIyTa, OKJTUKHET €€, BO3MOXKHO, OHa KaK-TO OTpearupyer.

O,]IHaKO I/IMnepanHua He MOTJla OTBETHUTH Ha JKaJIOOHEIe IIPU3LIBEI CBOETO MYyZXKa.

Oma 6obie He OblJIa Y€I0BEKOM 3TOTO MUPA.

— Onu3zabert!.. Inmuzabet!!! [Touemy?! ITouemy?!!! [Touemy THI, a He s!!!

Crpaganbvuyeckuil Kpuk MmiiepaTopa npopBajiCsa CKBO3b IIPOJIUBHOM JOXKIb ¥ yIAPUJI MHE B VIIIU.



4 xoTen ckas3aTh CII0Ba yTenieHnus, HoO He CMOT'. Kak 4ernosgex, KOTOprfI 3HAJI 3Ty 00711b JIy4Iine, 94eMm
KTO-T00 npyroﬁ, s 3HAJI, 4YTO YTEIIeHne TpeTBefI CTOPOHEL B006H.Ie HE NMEJIO HUKAKOI'0 3HA4YEeHUsI.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HE B CHJIaX BEIHECTH CAMOOOBUHEHUS U OTYASHUS OT IOTEPU XKeHbl, FiMmepaTop
COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMH{ Hayall SSPOCTHO KOJIOTHTH IO 3eMIIE.

— A-a-a-a-tx!!! ITouemy?! ITouemy?! ITouemy!!! {, HeCOMHEHHO, IeNCTBOBAJI, YTOOHI CIIACTH €€, TaK
[IoYeMy xe”?..

EmWHCTBEHHEIN CJIOT «II0YeMYy», ITPOU3HEeCEHHBIN MiMIepaTopoM, Pe30HUPOBAJT B MOUX YIIaX,
IIPOU3BOMS Ha MeHs rITy00KOe BlledYaTIeHHe.

910 OBINIO TOTOMY, YTO MIMIIepaTop, KOTOPhIM CMOTpe PsiMO Ha MMIepaTpuily, BHTISOEN TaKUM
CTPAJAIIINM B aTOHUH.

B ogHO MraoBeHue VMiMmepaTop robIMU PyKaMu yaapuiacs 00 3eMJIi0, OCTaBUB Ha JIaflOHSX CJIEH, a
3aTeM OH KPEemKoO cxkas o0e JTafloHK ¥ IOIHSII UX, CBUPEIIO TIsIas B He0O.

— Ox, BoxecTBenHoe cyecTBo! ITouemy?! ITocne Toro, Kak Mo HEBUHHAs I0Yb Tak 3abornemna!l.. v
Temepb JaxKe e€ MaTh, KOTOpPas CTPeMUIACh CIIaCTU CBOIO J04b! ITo... Heyxkenu 3To KoHew?.. YTo
HacC XKMOET...
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