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[TepBrIM coOBITHEM Ha Mpa3gHuke OcHoBaHUs cTan MMmnepatopckuit ban. OH MPoBOOUTCS mepeq
TIOJIHOIIEHHBIM BBICTYIIJIEHHEM B [[eHb OCHOBaHUS TOCy[apCTBa U MOCIEeYIOMNM (heCcTUBaJeM,
coOBITHE, HA KOTOPOM IIPUTIallleHHbIE BCTPEYAlOTCS C APY3bsIMU U 3aBOMAST HOBBIE 3HAKOMCTRBA.

I/ITaK...HpHMO ceuyac s OKazaucs OKDPY2KEH CIIyX KaHKaMK KMIIEPATOPCKOT0 OBOPIIA.

— He 6ymet nu nyyie yopaTh BOJIOCH BOT Tak?

— Hert. [Ilymato, BOJIOCEL MOXKHO OCTaBUTh KaK €CTb.

— C nuiuoM 3aKOHYEHO, CJ'IeJIYI-OH.II/Ifl 9Tall — oJgezxKaa.

Kakoro uepTa OHM Tak HapsiKawoT MeHsA? [Ipuciyra ¢ HOT IO TOJIOBH 06JIenuia MeHs U He
OTIIyCKaJa.

— Ha sTom Bcé, nopm Oprep.

— Bnaronaplo, — HCTOLIEHHO OTBETHII 4.

CnyxaHKU U GpeiIuHbE UMIIEPATOPCKON CeMbHU, KaK IIPaBUIIO, JOUePH BHICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIX
APUCTOKPATUYECKHUX ceMel. [T0CKOIBbKY OHU SIBHO ObIIM JBOPSTHAMH, S [IOIKEH OBbIIT OBITH C HUMHU
IOCTATOYHO BeXKIUB. Tak UM HHAYe, ITOCJIe TOTO, KaK MBI 3aKOHYUIN C 3TUMHU IIPUTOTOBIIEHUSIMH,
(bpelnuHb TOCMOTPEINX Ha MEHS C BOCXHUIeHWeM. Brla faxke ofgHa, KOTopas IJsSHYyJIa UCKoca U
3apenach.



XwmM...I'ngaast B 3epKaso, g He gyMai 00 9TOM paHbllle, HO TeIeph, 10 KpaHel Mepe, MOT'y CKa3aThb
YTO B MOe€ JINII0 MOTJIK OBl BIIOOUTHCS MHOTME HEBUHHEIE IeBYIIKU. Ecnu mogyMaTs, 51 BCeraa
3amevas OecurciIeHHbIe TMChMa, MTOSBIISIONIMECS B HOME IT0CTIe KaXK/I0ro puesfa cTapiiero opara.
B mo6oM cryyae, HET HUYETO TJI0X0T0 B TOM, YTOOHI BHITTISIOETh KPACUBBIM.

¢ 3aKOHYUJI TOTOBUTLCS U CTal XKnaTh AnunyH. Kak meByiike, e motpebyeTcs ropa3mo 0osblie
BpeMeHH 4yeM MHe. Mou 0XUaHUS OIpaBAasuCh. f XKmamn yKe HECKOIBKO YaCoB €€ MosBIeHus. YTo
OHU TaM [eJIal0T TaK YEePTOBCKHU JOJT0?

[Toka s MEeIUTUPOBAJ C TAKUMHU MBICIISIMHU, S YCJIBIIIAJ 3BYK OTKPHIBAIOIIEHCST IBEPH, U TOPHUYHAS
cool1ua MHe, YTO ATUITYH 3aKOHYMIIa OfeBaThCA. 3aTEM OHA BOIIJIa B KOMHATY 0XKHOAHUS, OfleTast
B cuHe-0ejI0e MOTHOCTHI0 3aKPHITOE TIJTAaThe, IIBETOM ITOX0XKEe Ha MO# KOCTIOM. TOJTBKO B3TJISTHYB Ha
Ij1aThe, S MOHSIJI, YTO 3TO He IMIPOCTO POCKOIIHOE IIaThe; MPeKpacHo 00paboTaHHEIE IPAroleHHOCTH
TOJIBKO TTOAYEPKUBAJIA €70 HEOPAUHAPHOCTE.

AQnvH B3rJIsHYya HA MEHS, IIUPOKO PACIaxHYB I1a3a, HO 3aTEM Ha €€ JIulle IPOMeJIbKHYIa rOpeyb.
U maxe aTa ropedsb OBICTPO UCYE3NIa, @ IIOCIIe TOPEeYU 0CTAIOCh ITTy00KOe YyBCTBO IIyCTOTH. Ee uIio
CTaJI0 HEBEIPA3UTEJIHHEIM U ITYCTHIM.

¢ He TOHST, IOUYEMY V Hee BAPYT UCIIOPTUIIOCH HACTPOEHKE, TI03TOMY OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHUII €€.

— Trr roTOBA?

— IIa, BCé roToBo. [loiigeM yKe, — OHa IMPOTSHYJIa MHE eJie 3aMeTHO JPOXKAIIY0 PYKY, 110 KOTOPOH s
MOT TIPe[ICTaBUTh cebe CTeleHb MaBIeHUs Ha Hee ceryac. JomKkHO OBITh, OH ceilvac gyMasa o
OecuyuCIeHHBIX JIey, HaOIIoalomuX 3a Hell U 0 IMenYyUIuXcs TIoAsaX, 06CyKOalmx e€ rony0oBaTo-
Oeyio yelIyio 1 pora.



[Tpo6eMoii OBIJIO TO, YTO 51 HE MOT HUKaK 000[pUTH e€. { CMOTpesl Ha e€ JPOXKb ¥ IIPOCTO He MOT
HUYEro CKa3aTh, YTOOH 00JIETUYUTh YYBCTBA [IEBYIIKY, Belb 5 ObIJT OMHUM U3 TeX JIIOAeH, KTO JIUIIHIT
Apunys yBepeHHOCTH. To 0CKOpOJIEHKE, XOTh 51 ¥ U3BUHUJICS ITIOTOM, OCTABHJIO OOJIBIION IIpaM Ha eé
cepaie. JIrobble MOM CJIOBa Celyac TOJIbKO Pa303JIaT U CMYTSAT e€. BCE 4To 5 MOT cHenaTh, JIUIIIh
CXKaThb €€ PYKy, 4YTOOBI OHa He [poxKara.

— YTo-TO He TaK? — CIPOCHJIa OHA, IIOUYBCTBOBAB, KakK KPETKO 5 €€ NEPXKY.

— Hert, HUuero.

¢l HMYero He MOT CKa3aTh, He CMOT OBl MaXKe MOIIYyTHTh, KaK paHbile. [IoToMy 4TO HHAYe OHa OBl
HCKPEHHE PacCepauach.

— He 3abymp, uTo o0elra, CerofHs 04eHb BaXKHbIH IeHb.

— 4 3naw. He BonHy#HCA.

— Ilomigem.

[Tocne 9TOT0 Pa3roBOp 3aTHX. B THUIIMHE S MOT JIMIIb HAOEsAThCS, YTO CETONHS el He MPUYUHSIT
Bpepa. f 3Halo, YTO 3TO XKejaHue He cOymeTcs, He CTaHET IIPaBHoi, HO S IIPOAOJIKal HagesThCS.
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[POV ApunyH]



YBumen pacCTepssHHEBIE JINIla (bpemeH, IMMPUCIIYyZKHUBAKIIUX MHE B anMepquoﬁ, S JIMIIb PaBHOOYIITHO
CKa3aJia:

— He crapaiiTech CBepx MepHI

Ho onu He cmaBamnmuch. X0Ts S He MOTJIa ObI HOCUTh MaKMSIXK M3-3a MOEMH Yelllyu, OHM Iofgo0panu
naThe, JIy4Ille BCETO IOOXOsIee MHe.

Vix unew v maThsl JaBHO 3aKOHYHUIIUCH. [I0CKOIBKY MOST BHEIIIHOCTD fajieKa OT CTaHmIapTHOM
JKEeHITMHE, OHY, HaBepHOe, JjlaXke He 3HAIOT, YTO CO MHOM fieniaTh. Y Bce &Ke UX yCUTHS He OBIN
HaIMPACHBIMHU. $1 BHIIINA U3 IIPUMEPOYHOM BO BIIOJIIHE IIPUEMJIEMOM IIjIaThe U yBumesna dusuca,
OJIeTOr0 B 9TH XKe IBeTa.

Ha MruoBeHnue Mou rjla3a pacrnaxHyJuCh. BO3MOXKHO g OTHECIach K HeEMY KaK K HEIIPUATHOMY MHe
YeJI0BEeKY, I09TOMY M He CMOTJIa paclio3HaTh AparoleHHbl KaMeHb? Ero KkpacoTa Moriia MpuBlieyb
BHHUMaHUe J1t000# apucTOKpaTKu. OMHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM S OLIYTHUJIa TOPEUYb. ITOT YEJIOBEK
abCOJII0THO TPOTUBOIIONOXKEH MHE ¥ MOel YPOAIUBOCTH. YTO IMogyMaeT 3HATh, YBUAEBIIAS HAC B
nape Ha KOHTpacTe Apyr ¢ apyrom? HaBepHsKa 060 MHe OYOYyT XOOUTh BCSKKE [OMBICITHL U CTPAHHbIE
CITyXH.

¢4 momeITanack CTEPETHL FOPEYh C JIUIlA U MPUHSATDL CIIOKOUHBIH BuL. Mi300paXkas YBEPEHHOCTD, S
IPOTsSHYIa eMy pykKy. Ho Mosi pyka He MoOTJia repecTaTh ApoxkarTh. f 6osinack. 4 HeHaBumena ceos,
cBOI0 crabocTh. [ToueMy 51 Tak 60I0Ch UyKUX T'J1a3 U CYXKASHUN? ITO XKaJIKO, HO IIOICO3HATENIbHO S
Obla B yXKace.



[Tpuniecca PomeHoB Bcerma OymeT Ha BUY Y BCEX, IIO9TOMY S He MOTY OBITh TaKOHM BeuHO. U Bce ke s
He MOTJIa CKPBITh CBOET'0 CTpaxa. B 3ToT MoMeHT ®u3uC KPemKo Cxkajl MO0 PYKY, ¥ IPOXKb
IIPEeKPATUIIACK...

B Kpenkux pykax Moe cepfille HEBOJIbHO pacciiabuiock. f Onlla omapalieHa STUM.

¢ Tak CUJIPHO HEHABUXKY 3TOT0 YeJIOBEKa, I0YeMy Ke MHe TaK IIPUSITHO AepKaTh ero 3a pyKy? Moe
cepaile 3a6b1y10 00 0CKOPOIEHNWH, YTO OH HaHEeC, U 0 MOel MOTEPSHHOM yBepeHHOCTH? MeHHO 13-3a
Hero s 6010Ch YyXkux ria3. Ho mouemMy oH BOPYT MOKa3kBAET TaKoe ApyxKemobue?

Her, He Gyny BepuTh aToMy. ET0 IpyKenio0re - BCEro JUIllb CIIeKTaKiIb, KOTOPHIH 5 caMa U
npensioxuna. OH 3rOKCT, KOTOPHIY AyMaeT JIUIIb 0 cebe, Tak YTO BCe 3TO JIMIID YaCTh €r0 MaCKU.

Ho... HeCMOTpf{ Ha BCE 3TO, TEIJIO eT0 PYKH BOJIHOBAJIO MO€ CepAalrie.
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[POV ®u3suc]

MBI 0OCTaHOBUJIMCH ¥ BXOfIa B 3aj. Kak TOMBKO [IeKYPHEIN CIyra MPOBEPUIT HAllld TPUTIACUTEIIbHEIE, a
TOYHEe, KaK TOJIbKO OH yBUAEN AIUTYH ¥ IIOHSJI, YTO Jlemdu PomeHOB 3[iech, OH paclaxHyJ JIBEepH,
00BSIBHUB O HAIIEM IIPUOBITHH.



Bo3nyx B 6anbHOM 3ajie Ka3ajcs TSKeJbIM, KPYXKHUJICS BUXPh 3MOIHM. OTO OBIII0 0YEHb
HEeKOM(GOPTHOE MeCTO [ nTpeOriBaHus. B3rnsaab Bcex mofel o0paTunuchk Ha MeHs u AqunyH. OHu
ITPOIITA MUMO MEHS U mocTurnu AgunyH. Ho oHa mapupoBasia BCe 3THU B3TJISIAH HEYHUTAaEMbIM
BBIpakKeHMEeM Juila. Ha mepBhIi B3I OHA Ka3ajlach HEITOKOIe0MMOM, HO ee PYKH BCe ellle Clerka
OpOKaJIH.

910 OBITI0 0XKKOaeMo. 91 TOJIBKO ¥ MOT YTO ITPOMIO/IKATh KPETIKO IepXkKaTh e€ 3a PYKY, YTOOEl OHa He
npoxkasna. f 3Has, 4To B OyAyIeM OHa CMOXKET IIPeOI0JIeTh BCe HEB3TObl ¥ PEIIUTEIHbHO UOTU
BIlepeq. MEI IpOIIM BIEepen U YBUAENIX Moero oTia u Ero [IpeBocXomuTENbCTBO TepIora HMoxaHHeca,
OTIla AUIIyH.

— Oret.

— Tt 3gech. By Kakue-HUOYAb MpoOieMb?

— Hert, Huuero takoro.

— Xoporro. Ceryac g MOI'y CKa3aTh BaM TOJIbKO OOHO. by[ibTe OCTOPOXKHEL Ha KaXKoM Iary.

— 4 3amomHI0 3TO.

—....n 1egu AgumyH.

— [Ia, rpad. IIporry rosopure.

— ¢1 3Har0, 9YTO MO¥ OemHBINM CHIH MPUYUHUII JIEOU CIIUIIKOM MHOTO 371a, HO 51 Hafjel0Ch, YTO CETOMHS
BHI ero notepnuTte. Kaxercs, atMmochepa He 04eHb xopoiasi. He CTOUT maBaTh 9THM BOJIKAM ITOBO]I.

— XO0po1110, — KUBHYJIA B OTBET AJUIIVH.

Ero ITpeBocxomuTenbCcTBO repror MoxaHnecc Takxke 100aBuI, TIsAS Ha CBOIO JOYb:



— TeM He MeHee, BB BHITJIAOUTE OTIMYHO. AIUIYH. {4 3HaAl0, YTO 3TO NEUCTBUTEIBHO TSAXKeJ0, HO
IIPOCTO ITOTEPIIA HEMHOTO, @ ITIOTOM BHIMIEIIb U OTHAOXHeIb. [I0X0XKe, 3TO He JIydlllee MecTo AJis TeOs.

— Bce HOpManbHO. B mo6oM cnydyae MHe IPUAETCS Yepe3 3TO IPOXOAUTD ellle MHOXKECTBO pas,
ceiiyac caMmoe BPeMS IIPUBLIKHYTh.

— Ila. Ho He nepeycepacteyu. U nopn Ousmuc.

— Bamre [IpeBoCX0gUTEIBCTBO IrePLOT?

— T103a60ThCST 0 MOEY TOYEPH.

— BaMm Heo0s13aTeNIbHO TOBOPUTEL MHE 00 9TOM. ¢ He COBEPIIY TeX XKe OMKO0K, YTO U pPaHbIIIe.

On KHWBHYII B OTBET Ha MOIO PEIINTEJIbHOCTE. KoHedHO, B ero ria3ax Bce ele OBLITO COMHEHHeE, HO 3TO
OBLITO 0XKHWOaeMO, YUYUTEIBasd BCIO UCTOPHIO.

— B TakoM cny4yae MenjieHHO ABUHEMCS. [[0 TPUOBITHS YIEeHOB UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbH ellle eCThb
HEMHOT0 BpeMeHu. CTOUT 3aBECTH 3HAKOMCTBA C 9THUMHM BOJIKAMM, YTOOR! HE MTOIACTh B
HETIPUSITHOCTH MT03Ke.

B cBuTe I'epiiora Mbl IOAOIIIN K TOCTSIM B 3aie.
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