[Tepen Pé B 6e30pekHOM IyCTOTE MApUiIX OBa cyuecTBa. OOHO U3 HUX OBINIO MOJTHOCTHIO KPACHBIM
T'YMaHOMIOM, a APyroe — TeMHO-(p1r01eTOBEIM. CxKaB KyJak, Pé rmy6oKo B3MOXHYI U YCIIOKOUICS.
HWiMeHHO TOTa OH 0CO3HAaJI, YTO HaXOAUTCS B CBOEM CTapoOM Tejie, B TOM CaMOM Tejie, KOTOPOe Y HEro
OBLIO O PA3pPYIIMTENIHHOT0 9KCIIepUMeHTa. Pa3xkaB U cxKaB PYKH HECKOJIBKO pa3, OH 0e3pa3fuyHo
OTJISAfeN IBYX CYIIECTB, MOT4a HabmogaBIInX 3a HUM, ¥ crupocusi: — «KTo B 1 yero xotute?»Ilocre
KOPOTKOM I1ay3hl B IIyCTOTE TEMHO-KPACHOE CYIIECTBO LIEBEJIbHYIO0 PYKOU U IIEeJIKHYJIO IalbleM,
IIPU3BIBAs AJTMHHBIA CTOJI. B TO BpeMs Kak 3TO MMPOUCXOIUII0, TEMHO-(GHOTIETOBOE CYIIECTBO
«3aroBopuio»: — «ITouemMy BbI Tak cremuTe? Mbl OTBETUM Ha Ballli BOIIPOCH], HO CHaydasa
npucsabTe». C 9TUMU CII0BaMHU PSIOM CO CTOJIOM IOSIBUJICS CTYII. P€, Momua HaOmiomgasi, KuBHy1. OH
TIOHMMAJI, YTO BeCTU ceOs Kak Iep3Kuil HpaB - ObIJIO IIyCTOM TpaTol BpeMeHU. C 3TUMU MBICISIMU OH
CeJl Ha CTYJI, CMOTPS Ha ABYX APYIUX CYIIECTB, CUOAIINX Iepen HUM. — «MTak, Kak 5 U CIpaluBarll,
KTO BBl ¥ 4Eero XOTUTe?»— «MpI? MBI KOHIIENTHL. KOHIIEIITH, COCTABASAIOIINE OCHOBY
BCeJlleHHOM...»Haxmypusmuce, P€ mpepBarn ero: — «He pacTtaruBaiite. f MoHUMa0, 4TO BB
KOHIIENIIMY, HO 4TO fAanbine? CylecTBYIOT pa3Hble KOHIENINY, GOPMHUPYIOIINE PEATbHOCTEY». — «...
Thl MOBOJILHO TPYORI YenoBek, PE. 3ToT IlypnypHblil TapeHb PSAOM CO MHOM ITPefCTaBIsIeT
KoHnenuio "[Topgoka”, a 1 — KoHIennuio "Xaoca". ITopagok MOKeT KOHTPOIMPOBAThL ITIO3UTHB, B TO
BpeMs Kak i ynpasisaio Heratusom. YTo KacaeTcs Hallle! I[eJId, MBL UIeM CYILIeCTBO, KOTOPOe
COOTBETCTBYET HalllUM KpuTepusaMm». — «Kakue kputepuu? YTo g MOIydy, €CIU BHIIIOJIHIO BCE
ycnoBusi?»— «K coxaneHuo, MbI He MOXKEM PACKPHITh TPeOOBaHUs, HO MOXKeM TOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO
BBl HE COOTBETCTBYeTE BCeM KpUTepUsIM. UT0 KacaeTcs Harpagbl, €CJIM BaC BHIOEPYT, MBI HAUHEM
YCKOPSITH IIpoliecc, 61arofapsi KOTOPOMY Bl CTaHETE CHUJIbHEE, CMOXKeTe I00equTh U YOUTh TO caMoe
CYIIIECTBO, KOTOPOE OTIIPaBHUJIO Bac B TO MECTO, THe Bhl TOJIBKO UTO ObIN». — «...IIoHATHO. Tak 3aueM
JKe BHI XOTUTE yOouTh D-?»— «He nmpousnocu ero uMenu! XoTsi MBI CMOTJIY ITIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM B 9TOM
OTIeJIbHOM M3MePEeHUHU CHA, Y3HaB ero UMsI, OH IOHSJI ObI, YTO MPOUCXOOUT. YTO KacaeTCs MPUYUHEI,
10 KOTOPOM MBI XOTUM YOUTE €ro, TO... Koraa Oblta chopMupoBaHa beckoHeuHast BCcelleHHast, CaMbIM
TIEPBHIM CYIIIECTBOM, ITOSIBUBIIMMCS Ha CBET, ObLIT He KTO UHOM, Kak "oH". OH ObII HACTOJIBKO
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHBIM, YTO MOT OyKBaJIbHO YHUYTOXKHUTH KOHIIENIMI0 6e3 KaKux-nmubo ycunuii! 3to
HapymaeT OanaHc beckoHeuHOU BceneHHOM! MBI, TepBOOLITHLIE CYII[eCTBa, HE MOXKEM 3TOTO
oonycTuTh!» — «...IToHSATHO. [T0X0XKe, pa3roBop OKOHYEH. ECTh 4TO-TO ellle A MeHd? i Bedb He
IIPOIIIEeT Yepes BCe 3TO MPOCTO Tak?» — «... Hy, B KauecTBe Harpagbl 3a Hallle UCIIbITaHUE... KaK
HACYeT TOTO, YTOOBI MbI TIO3BOIMIIM Te0e IMTOTOBOPUTH C GparMeHTOM OYIIIN TBOEro OTIa? XOTsS MEI He
CMOTJIM TIPUHECTH TIOJIHYIO AYIY, €€ OBIJIO JIETKO 3a0paTh — 3TO JIMIIb YaCTh ero JyuIn». *XJI0mHyB B
nagoin*B rHeBe PE MIHOBEHHO CXBATUII «I11el0» KpacHOTO CylecTBa KPemKo, CJIOBHO MBITasICh
3ayLIATh €r0. — «Thl 3Haelllb, YTO THI CAenan?» *XnonHyB cHOBa*OgHUM OBUKEHHEM ITajblia Xaoc
IIOTPY3ull P€ B coCcTOsIHKE, ITOX0Kee Ha COH. OTNSHYBIIKCH Ha [1opsaoK, oH cripocull: — «IloueMy BB
oTBepraete ero? OH eIUHCTBEHHOE CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE UMeeT NMoanepxkKy "Astopa"! ToIbKO y HETo
€CTb IIaHC T00enuTh "ero"!»— «Brl IeNCTBUTENBHO TaK AyManu?» — «Jla. Y Hero Takxe XOpOIIui
XapakTep. 4 noapmepxkuBaio ero! MHe HpaBSITCS ero aMOUIMY U MeuTH. Bups, Kak oH Oyner
KOH(JIMKTOBATH C "HUM", MBI B HAIlIUX MHTEpPecax OOJIXKHEI eT0 MOoAfepkKrBaTh. Mnu HaM NpugeTcs
JKMaTh ellle HeCKOJIbKO JIET, IOKa POOUTCS Apyrou u3bpanusiii! K Tomy BpeMenu PE€ CUITBHO U3MEHUT
BeckoHeuHy0 BceJleHHYI0!»— «Brl MOXeTe BUAeTh OyayIlee U OIleHUBATh, YTO MMPOU30HIET, BEPHO?
IlyMaeTe, 4TO y HEro eCTh XOTh KAKOU-TO IIaHC IPOTUB "Hero"? 9To HeBO3MOXKHO! [laxke eciu OH
n30paHHbIA, Y HETO HET HeobxoguMoro [fAxpa), 4ToOb OCTUYD TOTO, YTO MBI IILITAEMCS CHOEIATh!»—
«...»ITocme 3TOro BHOBb BOLlapUjIach TUIINHA. BiepBrle 3a TPUIJIMOHH JIET UCTOPUM Ba
IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHBIX IOHITUS CTOSIIK PSAIOM U MUPHO pa3roBapuBaiu. M3-3a CBOUX CBOUCTB XaoC He
MOT COTJIaCHUThCS HE MeIlaTh Pé u moMoraTh €My pacTH, B TO BpeMs Kak [IopsooK He COTIaCuiIcs
OKa3BIBATh IIOMOIIlb, CYUTAS 3TO PA3PYIIUTEIbHEIM It OYOYIIEro U MpeaynpeKaalomuM
npoTuBHUKA. Eciu Obl 0OHU TONBKO 3HaMU... (POV P€) cMoTpen B 6eCKpaliHIO TbMY, IIBITASICh
IIOHATH, TIe HaX0XKYyCh. — «JTH BBHICIINE CyIIeCTBa — CBOouu! OHU NPUXOMOAT U MCYe3al0T, Kak
xoTAT. [Togoxau... 4 yorio ux... Kak oHE TOCMeNH faxke paHUTh AyIly MOero oTua?!» 'HeB 0XBaTul
MOM pa3yM, KOrfa ClieHa CMEPTH MOETO0 OTIla 3allMK/INIach B MOEM CO3HaHUM. KakK 4enoBek ¢



9UIEeTUYECKOM ITaMSAThIO, I OTUYETIIMBO IIOMHUJII 3TOT MOMEHT. OTO CTAJI0 A/ MEeHS HaCTOSIIUM
KoiMapoM. ExgBa nu st cMor mo0opoTh ero, Kak OH CHOBa Haydas IIpeciefoBaTh MeHs! X0Ts, MOXKeT
TIOKa3aThCs TIYIIBIM, YTO s Bedy ceOsi TaK CEepPAUTO U BEICOKOMEPHO 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K 3TUM BHICIIUM
CyllleCTBaM, KOTOPBEIe MOTYT YHUYTOXKHUTb MeHs B JTI000¥ MOMEHT, U3 X Pa3roBopa S y3Hajl, YTO MO
3amuTHUK «JWO», KOTOPEIHM KaKuM-TO 00pa3oM He siBisieTcs: WO, He JacT UM IOMBITAaThCS
HaBPe[UTh UM YOUTH MEeHS, TaK Kak 3TO IIPUBJIEKIIO Obl ero BHUMaHue. bojee TOro, ¢ 9TUM
BCIIJIECKOM I CMOT M30aBUTHLCS OT BCEX CBOUX 3aTSHYBIIKUXCS HETATHBHBIX YYBCTB II0 OTHOILIEHUIO K
atuM Bricuum CymrectBaM. [103TOMY B Clenyouui pa3, Koraa s BCTPeUyCh ¢ HUMH, s Oymy ropasmo
IIPOHUIIATENIbHEE U CIIOKOWHee, U MOM 3MOLUK He OYAYT 3axJIECTBIBATh MEHS. XOTh MOU SMOIUY U
YCUJIKJIaCh, HEMHOTO THEBa MOXKET OCHACTUTh MEHS XKeJlaHueM yOapuTh TOro, 0 KOM HUAET pedb. ITO
Oonbias npobiemMa, TOCKOJILKY fAake HeOOJbION HefloYeT B YIIPaBJIeHNU SMOIMSIME CII0COOeH
BHI3BATh ¥ MEHS YCUTIEHHBIN BCIIJIECK peakiuu. C 3TUMU MBICTISIMU S TITyOOKO B3[IOXHYII,
OKOHYATeIhHO YCIIOKOUWBINKCH. Temeph, KOTHa S AyMaio 0 CEHACHOC ¥ PA3MBIIIIAI0 00 9THX BrICIMX
Vi3amepeHusx, s He YyBCTBYIO0 HUKAKUX 9MOIMOHABHEIX BEIOPOCOB. — «PE€... 3T0 THI?»— «ITOT r'oJIocC...
HET-HET-HeT... 1 He MOTy CMOTPETh €MY B I'Jla3a TakK... OH 04eHb CMYTUTCS ¥ CIIPOCUT MEHS 0 YEeM-TO,
4ero 5 He xouy...» ChesnaB riy00KHUii BAOX, S YCIIOKOUJ CBOM pa3yM U ITOBEPHYJICS B TOM
HalpaBleHuw, rae Ob1 MOM oTell. BOT OH, B chepuueckoit ¢popme, clieTaHHONW U3 SIPKO-30JI0TUCTO-
OpPaHXKEBOT0 CBETa, MYUTCS KO MHe. [ToKa OH mpuOnuxKaics, g YBUOEN, Kak ero TeJI0 HauuHaeT
TPaHCHOPMUPOBATHCS B YeIoBedecKyo Gopmy. C KapuMu rjla3aMy, YePHEIMU BOJIOCAaMH U O0POIOi,
OH OBICTPO TOMOIIEIT KO MHE U OOHSII MeHs. B JIeTKoM ITI0Ke ¥ CMSTEHUU 5 TOKe 00HSII ero B OTBET.
Korpga oH noryagui MeHs 110 CIIMHE, BOCIIOMUHAHUS 000CTPUIIUCH, U ST BCIIOMHUJI, KaK MBI KUK
panbiie. [IpekpacHas u mpocTas XKU3Hb. — « JeliCTBUTENIbHO YObIO BCeX YOIIOOKOB, KOTOPHIE
BCTaHYT Y MeHs Ha myTu».[Ipu 9TOM OH CXBaTuJI MEHS 3a MJie4u U crupocun:— Kak mena, cbiHOK? U
YTO, YepT BO3bMHU, Cerdac Ipoucxoqut?! Yero xe THl XeJaellb... ¥ BOT 1 304eChb!3Hast, 4YTO JOIKHO
OBLIIO CITYYUTHCS, ST KPUBO YIRIOHYIACh U pacckalajia eMy, YTO CO MHOM ITPOU30III0 ¥ KaK MBI CHOBA
BCTpeTunuchb.— Mtak... Tel Teneps ucek?!— Hert, mama, 3To CKopee penHKapHaIus. M 9To He caMbli
IPUATHBINA ONBIT...— Y TeOs Ovinu meBywku!? XKenni!? Fapem!? Xa-xa!I'nsigd B rma3a Moero
BOCTOPZKEHHOTO OTIIa, 5 OIIyTHUJA XejaHue ¢elicnanMuth. Kak OyATO pOAOCIOBHAS OTaKy TeKJa
yepe3 Hallly CEMbIO, U S, © MOU OTel] ObLIN OOJBIIMMHY TOKJIOHHUKAMHU KJITaCCHYEeCKOT0 aHUMe, MaHT!
u npodero. OgHaKO B OTJIMYME OT MeHs, IPEAIOYUTAIOIIEero He UMeTh OTHOIIEHUM, MO OTel] Me4yTall
0 OTPOMHBIX TapeMax. HecMOTpst Ha TO 4TO OJIsT HEro 3TO ObIJIO BlaXKHOW MeYTOM, B TTyOMHe OyIIN OH
IIOHKMaJI, YTO TOpa3fo JIy4lle 3TO BO CHe, YeM B PeasIbHOCTH, IIOCKOJIBKY MOOAEepXKUBaTh XOPOIIKE,
3[0POBHIE OTHOLIEHUS TpeOyeT 6ONbIINX YCUIUM, a TeM 6oee rapeM.CMex BCKOpe CTHX, ¥ MO Iama
cen Ha 1moj. {1 3Haja, YTO BpeMS IIYTOK IIPOIIJIO, ¥, IOBTOPUB €r0 XKEeCT, TOXKE OCejia B MyCTOTY... UIx
B 4eM-TO mmomo6HoM? TPyaHO cKa3aTh, MOCKOJIBKY M IeMCTBUTEIIBHO HAXOOUIUCE B ITYCTOTE ¥ TLTBLUIH
B 0ECKOHEYHOM ThMe.— 3Haellb, Pe... {1 Bcerga XoTen XUTh TUXOM XKHU3HbI0. Ja, MHEe el CTBUTEILHO
XOTeJI0Ch MPUK/II0YEeHNH, HO, TIOPAa3MBICIIUB, 5 IIOHSJI, YTO Ha CaMOM fiefie S MeuTaJjl O IPOCTOU 1
CYaCT/IMBOU KHU3HMU. { yKe ITOBUOAJ CTOJIBKO Tparequu: MOpoy 3afaBasics BOIIPOCOM, B 4eM XKe,
COOCTBEHHO, CMBICII JKU3HU... M 3Haelb, K KaKOMy BEIBOAY Ipuinen?— ... 3Haw... CMepTs.
CocTosiHUE, KOTIa THI IIepeCcTaelllb YyBCTBOBATh.— ...f He 3Hal0, YTO 3aCTaBUIO TeOS TaK IOMyMarTh,
HO 9TO He TakK. [1eyio B TOM, 4TOOH KaK MOXKHO 0OJIbIlle HAC/IaXKOaThCS JKU3HbIO M CTAPAThCS [Ie/IaTh
OPYTUX CYACTIUBBIMU. [la, MOXKeT OBITh MHOTO JIIOIEN, KOTOPHIE He 3aCiTyKUBal0T H0OpOoTHL... Ho
CYacThe — 3TO KOHeYHas IeJIb XKU3HU. FIM HYKHO IT0JIh30BaThCS C OCTOPOXKHOCTHI0. OHO MOXKET OBIThH
onacHbIM. [loxJionaB MeHd 110 IjIedy, OH IPOJOXKuI:— VHOrga c4yacTbe MOXKET BHI3BIBATH CUJIbHYIO
3aBuCcUMOCTb. OHO MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh TeOs MONUTHU Ha MHOTOE, YTOOBI €TI0 JOCTHYb. OTO 3aBUCUT OT
TBOMX Iefieil. — CKaxu MHe, Pé, Kak Tl AyMaellb, KaKoBa TBO4 Iefib?— KakoBa mMos 1ens?..— A
IyMaio, TBOS IeIb — NOCTHUYb BEPIIMH U KOHTPOJIHUPOBATH CBOIO Cyab0y. — ...THl MEeHCTBUTEIHLHO TaK
nyMaerb? He meiTaiicst 3anyTaTh ce0s. f BUXKY HEYBEpeHHOCTh B TBOUX I'fla3aX. [71a3a — 3TO 3epKajo
nyiny, Xa-xa! Tak pacckaxu ke MHE 0 CBOeM UCTUHHOM XeJlaHuH...— Moe HacTosllee XKelaHue...?—
Kak 1 0XKuganoch OT 0TIa... eMy yAaJioCh 3TO IMOHSTh. 3HAYUUT, S BCE 3TO BpeMs e CTBUTENIHHO
oOMaHbIBas ce0s1, ma? Ho Kakoe ke y MeHSI UICTUHHOe XKenaHue?JIexka B IyCTOTe, MOU BOCIIOMUHAHUS



BCIIBIXHYJIU TTepefl rlla3aMu. MHOXKECTBO YIBI0O0K, YXMBIIIOK, TPYCTHBIX JTHI], JOBOJIBHBIX JIUII, TYCTHIX
r7ias, moned ¢ 60abIIUMEY aMOUITUSIMHE...— KaxkeTcs, s 3Hal0, KAKOBH MOM HACTOSIIINE
KenaHus...HeBombHO yIbpIOKa MOSBIISAIACh Ha MOEM JIMIlE, ¥ Tlala YCMEeXHYJICS, YBUIEB 3TO
BhIpazkeHue. OH 3Has, npaBma? [IepekuB MHOXKECTBO COOLITUIH ¥ UMesT MHOXKECTBO KOH(INKTOB B
T0JIOBe, OH 3HaJl HaBepHsKa. — Tak CKaxu MHe, Pe, KaKOBBI TBOM HaCTOAIINE XKeNlaHudg?— ...5 Kemnan
HOpPMaJIbHOU KOPOTKOM XKu3HU. [I0JTHOM CcYacThs, TOe 1 Morjia Okl YyBCTBOBATh cebsi CBOOOMHOM, He
CBSI3aHHYIO HUKAKUMU LlensaMu. MOTy fefiaTh BCE, YTO X04y. JIEHUTHCS U UMETh... CEMbI0.— Xa-Xa, 5
3HaJI 3TO C CaMOT0 Hayasa. f BUAes, KakK Thl pacTelllb, pa3Be MOT S IPONYCTUTh KOHMIIUKTH TBOETO
pasyma? OcoGeHHO KOTa BUXKY SIBHble IPU3HAKHY, TaKKe KaK TBOSI TUIIEePAKTUBHOCTD, TSXKeIble
rJla3a, BCerga cepbe3Hoe JIUI0 U MHOroe apyroe... Ho mouyeMy ceMps? f HUKOTA He IIOLO3peBasl, 4To
TBI MOTJ1a ObI OBITH «CEMENHBIM YeJIOBEKOM», XeX, 0e3 Kanmambypa.— ...XeX, CTapHK, 3TO BCe H3-3a
TeOsT ¥ TBOMX HOYHBLIX PACCKa30B O TBOEW MOBOEHHOM XKU3HM U mpoyeM.— Hapyxono. Hapyxomo. Ho
MOTY TOYHO CKa3aTh, UTO BIIIOOUBIIAscs B TeOs1 OyOeT cTpafaTh OT OTCYTCTBUS BEPHYBIIEHCS K Hel
m06BH. S MOTY TOYHO CKa3aTh, UYTO Thl HUKOTIa He Obllla «CEMbSIHUHOM».Y MeHST Ha4yalld B3yBaThCS
BEHEI OT ero HacMernek. — [la. 51 3Hato. f He TaKOW MUIBIYA TapeHb, HO BCe-TaKM ThI MOT OBl CKa3aTh
YTO-TO IOJIy4llle Ha Hallled NocienHe Bctpede, BepHO? CTtapuk? CTapuk?OrasgHyBIINCh Ha OTLA, 9 C
y2KacoM yBHeJIa, KaK OH HaydaJ IIpeBpalllaThCd B CBeTALMecs 4acTullbl. CJI0BHO 3Has, YTO €r0 BpeMs
HCTEKaeT, OH IOXJIONall MeHs II0 CIIMHE U MPOou3Hec:— Xa-Xa, mpocty, Pe. [Toxoxe, Moe BpeMs
BHIITO. HO 3ammOMHU: HUKOTIa He TIpefiaBail Ybi0-TO JTI000Bb. ITO MOXKET CJIOMUTE YeJI0BeKa. ITO
TPYOHO MOCTUYE. £ MOJIOCH 3a TBOM ycrex. Hukorna He Tepsiit Hagexkbl, Pait...— 2K[IATh!!---*bna6*
*Brab* *bnad*— {1 HeHaBUKY 3TOT MUP.
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